Save the Date 
Clergy Spouse Retreat 
Feb. 25-26 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, La. 
Guest speaker: 
Karen Crutchfield 
‘The Gifts of Nothing” 



Scholarships / 3-5 


Editors Note: 

Please enjoy the spe¬ 
cial insert pages 
inside devoted to the 
latest news and hap¬ 
penings with the 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference United 
Methodist Women. 

These articles can be 
found on pages 2, 6 
and 7 in this edition of 
the Louisiana Now! 
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Providing Shelter 



A Habitat Home built by United 
Methodists throughout the Baton Rouge 
District was dedicated Dec. 11 in front 
of a large crowd. Tamela Gant, home- 
owner, is pictured with her children after 
the service along with volunteers that 
worked on building the home. Tamela 
served lunch for the volunteers that had 
worked beside her in building her new 
home. Members of St. Mark United 
Methodist Church Outreach Ministry are 
pictured (right) last fall after they served 
lunch to workers on the Baton Rouge 
District Habitat for Humanity project. 

The contingent from St. Mark UMC also 
presented a check for $1,000 in support 
of Habitat for Humanity. 



Baton Rouge District Habitat build completed 


A Habitat Home built by United 
Methodists throughout the Baton Rouge 
District was dedicated Dec. 11 in front of 
a large crowd. Tamela Gant, homeowner, 
was present for the service and served 
lunch for the volunteers that had worked 
beside her in building her new home. 

Gant is a graduate of Southern 
University and a mother of two sets of 
twins. Prior to moving into this new 
home, Tamela and her children lived in a 


small three-bedroom apartment infested 
with roaches. The neighborhood was so 
dangerous that Tamela was afraid to let 
the kids play outside. 

“Habitat has been a blessing in my life 
and I have learned a lot during my part¬ 
nership,” said Tamela, who is deeply 
appreciative of all the United Methodist 
volunteers that made her new home a 
reality. “If you just believe, trust God and 
work hard good things will come.” 


Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partic¬ 
ipate in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams—like this Habitat build—during “A 
Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep” on May 
14, 2011. Congregations are asked to 
design a service project that will be 
implemented on that day, focusing on the 
needs of the poor in their neighborhood 
or community. Read more about “A Day 
of Caring” at www.la-umc.org 
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UMW Spiritual Retreat scheduled 
Feb. 18-19 at The Wesley Center 


The Louisiana Conference UMW pro¬ 
gram planning meeting—held on Nov. 

13—was very productive, and we are very 
excited about our upcoming biennial spiri¬ 
tual growth retreat to be held on Friday, 
Feb. 18 through Saturday, Feb. 19. 

The theme for our retreat this year is 
“Five Senses of the Soul.” Our spiritual 
leader for the event will be Debbie 
Covington, Director of the Journey of 
Sisters Ministry from Shreveport. The 
theme, “The Five Senses of the Soul,” ties 
into the retreat scripture references. They 
are: 1 Corinthians 15:34 Come back to 
your senses as you ought-Taste; Matthew 
15:37 They all ate and were satisfied-See 
and Hear!; Mark 4: 35-41 “Teacher, don’t 
you care?” Touch! Mark 4:24-34 “If I just 
touch his clothes”; Smell! “She did what 
she could” Mark 14:3-9 


Registration will be from 10 a.m.-12 
noon on Friday, Feb. 18. Opening session 
will begin at 1 p.m. The sessions will close 
at 12 noon on Saturday, Feb. 19. Barbara 
Murray will be our musician for this 
retreat. 

Make your plans now to come have all 
your senses “enriched and inspired.” 

You will find your retreat registration 
form for that event in this issue and on 
online at www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 
Registration deadline is Feb. 1, 2011. We 
hope to see you there and please sure to 
bring your Bibles! 

May God Bless you with His Presence 
and Peace in the New Year! 

Judy Willis 

Louisiana Conference UMW 

Vice President 


Debbie Covington to lead UMW retreat 


Debbie Sutton Covington will serve 
as leader for the UMW spiritual growth 
retreat slated for Feb. 18-19. 

Covington grew up in the United 
Methodist Church in Blanchard until 
she was in junior high school. At that 
time, the family moved to Shreveport 
and joined Noel United Methodist 
Church. She is the daughter of Howard 
and Mary Sutton. Her brother, Hal 
Sutton, is a member of First United 
Methodist Church and a professional 
golfer who has played in many presti¬ 
gious national tournaments. Her sister, 
Pam Shapen, is a member of Noel UMC 
and mother of three. 

Debbie went to work at Noel UMC 
as Rev. Dave Fortuna’s assistant. Pastor 
Dave and his wife, Annette, were her 
mentors during that time. Debbie 
believes God was definitely instrumen¬ 
tal in bringing about this relationship. 

Debbie led women’s retreats at First 
UMC in Bossier City, Fellowship UMC 
in Bossier City, and Benton UMC. She 
led a 12-week Bible study called 
“Chocolatherapy” designed to satisfy 
the deepest cravings of our innermost 
hunger for God, Love, Escape and 
Chocolate. “What woman doesn’t love 
chocolate?,” says Debbie. She is sched¬ 
uled to lead a retreat Jan. 22 at Asbury 
UMC in Bossier City entitled, 
“Fascination: A day of adventure to be 
reminded of the awe and wonder of 
Christ.” 


She has spoken 
at Calvary Baptist 
and Summer 
Grove Baptist 
churches in 
Shreveport, as well 
as New Bethel 
Baptist and Faith 
Baptist in 
Texarkana. She 
has worked for the 
last five years, 
sharing her story 
through the 
“Journey of Sisters” ministry, of which 
she is the director. She has a passion to 
see women’s lives transformed and 
redeemed by God. It was not until 
Debbie attended a Bible study that she 
learned that she was worthy to be loved 
by the Almighty. She was led to write 
her own book entitled, If I... I Will. It 
is an insightful look at Jesus’ healing of 
the suffering woman in Mark, Chapter 
5. She notes that “just like the suffering 
woman, everyone must learn to step 
past their suffering.. .in order to reach 
for Jesus and to receive healing.” 

Debbie has been married to Kenny 
Covington for over 26 years. They 
reside in Shreveport and enjoy the com¬ 
pany of their dogs. 

Debbie is looking forward to sharing 
her story and seeing how God will 
reveal himself through those who are 
open to His spirit. 



Debbie Covington 


Prayerful thoughts for former UMW President 


Prayerful Thoughts are with our for¬ 
mer conference UMW president, 
Harriette Elrod who recently had surgery. 
The latest information is that she was 
doing well and would be coming home 
the early part of December. Requests 
have been received for Harriette’s 


address and she would be delighted to 
hear from you. Her contact information 
is: 

Harriette Elrod, 

204 Carrageen Drive, 

Wiliiamston, SC 29697, 

(864) 840-9000. 


Barbara Murray will lead singing at UMW retreat 


Barbara L. Murray is an ordained 
deacon of the United Methodist Church. 
She received her undergraduate degree in 
Music Education from Dillard University 
in New Orleans. Barbara earned both the 
Master of Music Education and Master 
of Education degrees from University of 
Louisiana at Monroe. 

Her work experiences include teach¬ 
ing on the elementary, high school and 
university levels; church musician; 
the New Orleans District Missioner; and 
a private piano teacher. While working 
as assistant professor of Music at Dillard 
University, Barbara was awarded a sum¬ 
mer study grant from the Association of 
Colleges and Universities for 
International-Intercultural Studies, Inc. 
The grant enabled her to study at Cairo 
University in Egypt. 


A few of her per¬ 
formance experi¬ 
ences include serv¬ 
ing as accompanist 
of the famed Dillard 
University Concert 
Choir singing at 
Carnegie Hall with 
the New World 
Ensemble under the 
leadership of the 
late Moses G. Hogan; New Orleans 
Heritage and Jazz Festival; World’s Fair; 
one of two keyboardists for the funeral 
of gospel great, Mahalia Jackson. She 
began playing for churches when she 
was eight years old. 

Presently, Barbara is the Director of 
Music at Cornerstone United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans, where Rev. E. 
Andrew Goff is pastor. 



Barbara Murray 


UMW 2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


January 23, 2011 United Methodist Women’s Sunday-Celebrations held 
nation and world-wide 


February 18, 2011 

February 19-20, 2011 
March 19, 2011 

July 20, 2011 
July 21-23, 2011 

October 6, 2011 

October 7-8, 2011 

October 8, 2011 

November 19, 2011 


Midyear Executive Committee Meeting-Wesley Center, 
Woodworth, LA 

UMW Spiritual Retreat-Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 
Concurrent Finance, Membership, and Nominations 
Committee Meetings 

Conference UMW Executive Committee Meeting 
Conference UMW School of Christian Mission-Wesley 
Center, Woodworth, LA 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting-Shreveport District 
Hosting 

UMW Annual Meeting & District Elected Leadership 
Training-Shreveport District 

District Elected Leadership Training (DELT)-following 
Annual Meeting) 

Program- School of Christian Mission Committees Meet- 


Wesley Center 

UMW Supported Agencies always need our help. Please be mindful of the 
ongoing request from the MacDonell Children’ Home regarding their greeting card 
project. Their request is that the fronts of greeting cards (all kinds) be sent to the 
agency. The children use these cards by recycling them to make others which are 
sold, not just at Christmas, but throughout the year. 

The North Rampart Center is still accepting donations to their Christmas gala 
fund raiser event which was held on December 3rd. Units or individual donations of 
$50 were requested or any other amounts to support the facility programs. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for all of our mission agencies. 
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mi 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
























JANUARY 14, 2011 


Louisiana Conference/^^ 


2011 Scholarship Information 

& Other 

Important Stuff 




# 1 April 1 st - 3 rd , or #2 April 8 th - 10 th , 2011 


March 19, 2011 


Cost $25.00 per person 
(This covers lunch, t-shirt 8r program cost) 
Registration Deadline is NOON, March 14 th , 2011 

We may not have it all together, but our eyes are on 
the goal. Join us for a fun filled day of exploring how 
being a member of the United Methodist Church 
helps us focus on the highest goallChristians, and 
specifically United Methodist Christians, are not 
falling behind, we are stretching out.Come find out 

how! 

Register now 


Event Fee: $ 85.00 per person 

Deadline for BOTH events: Midnight, March 28 th , 2011 

After deadline add $30.00 per person late fee 

Any youth in grades 9-12 and Adult Workers with Youth. There must be 
one adult counselor (21 years of age or older) for every one-to-ten youth partici¬ 
pants, with a minimum of 2 adults per church.. 

What to bring? Bible, money for YSF, musical instruments, talents, comfortable 
clothing and your personal toiletry items. (Linens, towels, etc. will be provided by the 


Wesley Center.) 

IMgMeir 


wwwJfomacMfflioutk 
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■ 

YOUTH Web Address 

i 

■v. 

www.la-umc.org/youth 



LA Annual Conference 

United Methodist Merit Scholarship 

a Deadline - April 15th, 2011 

For APPLICATION or INFORMATION Contact: 

Rev. Don Ross 

6109 Highway 311, Houma, Louisiana 70360 
Email: rdon.ross@gmail.com 

Phone: 985-868-7787 
or download application from 
http://www.la-umc.org/docs/merit.doc 




Scholarships Available from The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

Scholarship Application Deadline Who may apply? 

Allan Jerome Burry Scholarship an active, full member of The United Methodist Church for at least three years and be nominated by their campus 


% 


January 15 


Brandenburg 
HANA 
Ethnic 
Gift of Hope 


January 15 
March 15 
April 1 
April 1 


ministry unit or college chaplain, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. OR a member of a Central Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, have a B+ (3.5) cumulative academic average, document financial need 
Graduate program for students 35 years of age or older 

Hispanic, Asian, Native American or Pacific Islander students who are juniors or seniors in college OR graduate students 
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander or Black undergraduate students 
For students at any accredited college who have shown leadership within the U M Church 
Helen & Allen Brown Scholarship an active member of The UMC for at least three years, and currently a member of a UMC in the New Orleans District, 

April 1 Louisiana Conference or the Nashville District of the Tennessee Conference prior to applying, be recommended by their 

pastor, have B (3.0) average or above, able to demonstrate financial need, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 

The Edith M. Allen Scholarship enrolled at a United Methodist college or university, have a B+ average, be an active, full member of The 

April 1 UMC for at least three years, be recognized as one whose academic and vocational contributions will help improve the 

quality of life for others 

General April 1 If student does not qualify for any of the above scholarships, request a General Application. Criteria varies - from wills and annuities 

Web Site - http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 

For Additional Information: 

General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry - Office Of Loans And Scholarships P.O. Box 340007, Nashville TN 37203-0007 

Web Site: www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 

vvv JJ > 


I annuities 
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For Financial Aid & Admissions Information 
From One Of Louisiana's United Methodist 
Related Institutions 
Contact: 


2011 Scholarship 

You can also find Scholar; 

r 


Centenary College 

Office Of Admissions 
2911 Centenary Boulevard 
Shreveport, La 71104 
(318) 869-5131 
(800) 234-4448 

Web: www.Centenary.edu 

E-Mail: admissions@centenary.edu 


Dillard University 

Financial Aid Office 

2601 Gentilly Blvd 

New Orleans, LA 70122 

(504) 816-4677 

(800) 216-8094 

Web: www.Dillard.edu 

E-Mail: fmancial_aid@dillard.edu 




National United Methodist Youth Scholarships 

jjj For Entering Freshmen - Ethnic Students 

Tl The Richard S. Smith Scholarship - June 1st 

*L http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/ninet/content3.aspx? 
c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=5624543&ct=7693413 


% 


The David W. Self Scholarship - June 1st 

http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/ninet/content3.aspx? 
c=n h LRJ 2P M KsG&b=5624543&ct=7693401 


The Division on Ministries with Young People 
P.O. Box 340003 Nashville, TN 37203-0003 

(615)-340-7184 or youngpeople@gbod.org 




2011 United Methodist Dollars for Scholars Application 

UMHEF will provide a $1,000 matching scholarship to 475 eligible applicants 
(including 25 scholarships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and Native- 
American [HANA] students funded by the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry). Candidates must be enrolled or planning to enroll as a full-time 
student, fall 2010, in a UM-related college, university, or seminary and be an 
active member of The UMC for at least one year. Doctoral candidates are not 
eligible. A check for $1,000 payable to UMHEF from the sponsoring church (no 
personal checks) must be mailed along with the fully completed application 
form between January 1 and March 1 (or June 1 for students planning to enroll 
in a two-year college only). 

Double Your Dollars for Scholars 

Students attending United Methodist-related institutions not participating in the 
Triple Your Dollars component of the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars pro¬ 
gram will receive a total award of $2,000. These schools are listed as Double 
Your Dollars participants. 

Triple Your Dollars for Scholars 

Students attending United Methodist-related institutions that have agreed to 
participate in the Triple Your Dollars component of the United Methodist Dollars 
for Scholars program will receive $1,000 in matching funds from the school for 
a total award of $3,000. These schools are listed as Triple Your Dollars partici¬ 
pants. Recipients should contact their institution’s financial aid office for specif¬ 
ic information about how their matching award will be granted. 


% 




The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation 
Web address: 


http://www.umhef.org/pdf_library/2010_UMDFS_Application.pdf 
^ P.O. Box 340005 Nash ville, TN 37 203-0005 ^ 


Expressly for Centenary or Dillard Students 


Daughenbaugh Matheny 
Scholarships 

Deadline - March 1st 
For Information Contact: 
Carolyn Dove 
102 Turner Lane 
Many, LA 71449 

(318) 590 2989-H (318) 256 7869 Fax 
catdove@hughes.net 


t 


United Methodist Websites 

www.La-UMC.org - Louisiana Annual Conference Official Web Address 
www.La-UMC.org/youth - Louisiana Annual Conference YOUTH Web Address 
www.UMC.org - Official Website of The United Methodist Church. 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ - Help in finding youth ministry resources or undergo 
www.gbhem.org - The United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and l\ 
www.gbhem.org/bcf/default.asp - The Black College Fund 
www.ileadyouth.com - Helping youth become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus Chri 
www.Cokesbury.com - Cokesbury is the retail division of The United Methodist Pu 
Bible Study, Sunday School Curriculum 


Other Opportunities 

Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance, Write - P.O. Box 91202, Baton 


fastweb Information on of local scholarships, national scholarships and college-s 

U.S. Department of Education FREE Application for Federal Student Aid Web S 


Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, https://www.coca-colascholars.org/cokeV 
Elks Local and National Scholarships; get information at http://www.elks.org/en 
National Future Farmers of America Center, http://www.ffa.org/programs/schc 
Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program; VFW, 406 W. 34th St., Kansas City, 
Youth Writing Contest & More Guideposts, 16 F- 34th St., New York, NY 10016 
National Honor Society; http://www.nhs.us/ScholarshipsandAwards 
About College http://www.collegesavings.org/ 

College Is Possible, http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=CIP1 




United Methodist Communications offers 
undergraduate & post graduate scholarships & fellowships 
for those interested in the area of Religious Journalism 

The Stoody-West Fellowship or 
Leonard M. Perryman Communications Scholarship for 
Ethnic Minority Students 
http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=44&mid=10270 
Judy Weidman Racial Ethnic Minority Fellowship 
http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=l&mid=6891 
To receive an application packet, or information contact: 

UMCOM 
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P.O. Box 320, Nashville, TN 37202-0320 















































JANUARY 14, 2011 


Louisiana 


5 


> Information 


larship Information at http://la-umc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=124&ltemid=544 

r " — ■ — --n 

■ Harold & Patricia Babin Scholarship ■ 

■ Deadline: March 31st ■ 

For Information or application contact: 

St. Francisville United Methodist Church 
Attention: Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 2908 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 
Phone: 225-635-3763 
Email: stfrumc@bellsouth.net 

recipient of the scholarship will be notified by June 


BEVERLY BOND MEMORIAL 
J\ SCHOLARSHIP 

^ Deadline - May 1st 

For those interested in a Christian Vocation in 
The United Methodist Church 

Contact: 

Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Highway Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

(225) 293-4440 staff@jeffersononline.org 






rec/ 


ne 3^J 


ergrad scholarships. 

nd Ministry is the agency for educational, institutional, & ministerial leadership. 

Christ. You will find resources to work with the youth in your congregation, 
it Publishing House & offers products such as: Books & Bibles, Sermon Resources, 


don Rouge, LA70821 Call (800) 259-5626 Ext. 1012, Internet- www.osfa.state.la.us 

ge-specific scholarships. http://www.fastweb.com/ 
eb Site. http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

DkeWeb/index.jsp 

g/enf/scholars/ourscholarships.cfm 

scholarships/index.html 

City, MO 64111. http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=1836 

0016. http://www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 

ards.aspx 

PI 




For Seminary Students From Louisiana 
Service Loan Program 

To qualify for the Service Loan Program, recipients must comply with the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry procedure to become a certified 
candidate for ordained ministry within The United Methodist Church, and 
be commissioned Elder or Deacon by age 62. 

For more information, contact the candidacy registrar, Rev. John Edd 
Harper, at 225-346-1646 or email: johnedd@bellsouth.net 
For additional loan information, contact: 

Tracie Wharton 

8337 Jefferson Highway Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
(225) 346-1535 or 1-800-256-9317 Email: twharton@umf.org 


«- 


Georgia Harkness Scholarship Program 

available for women over 35 who have received a bachelor of arts or 
equivalent degree, are enrolled full time in a University 
Senate accredited school of theology in the master of divinity 
program, and who are currently certified as candidates for 
ordained ministry as an elder in The United Methodist 
Church. This program offers 10 scholarships at $5,000 each to 
be awarded each year by the first of June. The deadline for the 
applications is March 1st. Applications and more information about the pro¬ 
gram can be found at GBHEM's Clergywomen's website at 

http://www.gbhem.Org/site/c.lsKSL3POLvF/b.3876391/k.2F17/ 
Georgia_Harkness_Scholarship_Award.htm 



. 


✓ 


Office of Loans and Scholarships 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
The United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 340007 Nashville,TN 37203-0007 

Web site www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 

Loan Department 615-340-7346 Scholarship Department 615-340-7344 
umloans@gbhem.org umscholar@gbhem.org 


= Requires Membership in a United Methodist Church 


The Wadsworth A. Davis 
Leadership Scholarship 


\ 


Contact: 

EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HOPE & 
j. OPPORTUNITY, INC. /ECHO 
Ml P.O. Box 872797 

^ New Orleans, La. 70187 

APPLICATION 

The application deadline is May 1st 
Postmarked by April 30, 2011 
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A new year’s message from conference UMW President Edna B. Hickman 


HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 1 hope that each 
of us had a very Merry 
Christmas, and 1 wish for 
us a Happy and prosper¬ 
ous New Year as we pre¬ 
pare for another busy 
and exciting year in 
2011. By the time you 
receive this article, you 
will be preparing for 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 
SUNDAY which will be celebrated on 
January 23, 2011 throughout the country. 
Our theme in Louisiana is “Faces of 
Mission,” which is what United Methodist 
Women are all about. That is why we were 
organized to serve as the mission arm of 
the United Methodist church. That is who 
we are. Our Purpose is: 

“The organized unit of the United 
Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose Purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship, and to expand con¬ 
cepts of mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church.” 

Who are Missionaries? We are! We 
often think of missionaries as persons who 
serve in many locales and cultures and 
engage in a wide range of professions and 
activities. Some do. Some persons choose 
to leave their homes and families and go to 
far away countries. These persons deserve 
our utmost support and PRAYERS for their 
commitment and dedication. We recog¬ 


nized and honored 13 missionaries residing 
in Louisiana at our Annual Meeting at First 
United Methodist Church in Natchitoches, 
La. These persons served in Japan, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, Brazil, Mexico, Nigeria, 
India and the United States. What a time 
we had in the Lord! 

However, missionaries do not have to 
leave their homes. They can serve in their 
local communities and neighborhoods. 
Missionaries are needed everywhere. 
Missionaries are not new. A missionary is 
one of the oldest and most honored offices 
of the Christian church, with origins in the 
New Testament. The letters of Paul are 
those of a missionary called and commis¬ 
sioned to Jesus Christ. 

Are you a missionary? Yes, you are or 
can be, if you are a member of United 
Methodist Women and The United 
Methodist Church. As a matter of fact, all 
faithful Christians are, in a real sense, mis¬ 
sionaries. Those of us who convey the 
Good News of God’s love and forgiveness 
to others near and far carry the missionary 
spirit within them. We must TELL the 
Good News and we must LIVE the Good 
News. That is what being a disciple of 
Jesus is all about. For Jesus gave us the 
Great Commission, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that 1 have com¬ 
manded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of age.” Matthew 
28:19-20. Let us continue to tell the story 


and to live out what God has called us to 
do! 

COME ONE - COME ALL TO OUR. 
SPIRITUAL RETREAT on Friday, 
February 18, 2011, beginning at 1 p.m. and 
lasting until noon on Saturday, February 
19, 2011. This is a special invitation from 
your Executive Team of the United 
Methodist Women to all of you. Debbie 
Covington will be our Retreat Leader and 
the theme is “The Five Senses of the Soul.” 
The overall theme scripture will come from 
1 Corinthians 15:34. The Musician is 
Barbara Murray. Please read more about 
our Spiritual Retreat in this edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 

Our CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUS¬ 
TICE focus this year will be Domestic 
Violence. United Methodist Women and 
United Methodist Men will team together 
to bring awareness and to provide training 
on this very important issue that affects 
United Methodist congregations. You will 
be hearing from Gard Wayt, president of 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Men, and me about our joint events. The 
Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church signed and gave 
approval to this emphasis in 2006. 

Domestic violence is not just a women’s 
issue. It is an issue of faith. Did you 
know? 

l.One in four women (25%) will experi¬ 
ence domestic violence in her lifetime. 

2.More than three women and one man 
are murdered by their intimate partners in 
this country every day. 


3.Intimate partner violence costs over 
$5.8 billion each year. Nearly $1.8 billion 
is for the indirect costs of lost productivity 
or wages. 

Among the many sermons of John 
Wesley collected and studied by United 
Methodists over the years, many teachings 
have been incorporated into more contem¬ 
porary contexts. For instance, Wesley’s 
“General Rules” have been popularized by 
Bishop Rueben Job’s recent book. Three 
Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living. 
Bishop Job paraphrases Wesley’s General 
Rules into a more concise focus statement: 
“Do no harm, do good and stay in love 
with God.” 

In considering the first rule, “Do no 
harm,” Job offers the following definition: 

“To do no harm means that I will be on 
guard so that all my actions and even my 
silence will not add injury to another of 
God’s children or to any part of God’s cre¬ 
ation. Let us ‘Do no harm,’ ‘Do good’ and 
‘Stay in love with God’ and with each 
other.” 

Let us start this New Year with a greater 
commitment to carry the Good News of 
Jesus Christ everywhere, and to do every¬ 
thing that we can to help those who need 
us and depend upon us every day. 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist 

Women 



Edna B. 
Hickman 


From the UMW Vice-president Judy Willis 


First of all, I want to thank you for all 
the prayers and cards sent during my recent 
surgery on Nov. 30. I am doing much bet¬ 
ter and hope to be completely healed by 
the time you receive this edition. 

Our Program Planning Meeting on 
November 13 was very productive. We are 
well on our way in our plans for the com¬ 
ing year. You have already read info on our 
spiritual retreat for this year. (“The Five 
Senses of the Soul”) which will be held 
February 18-19. 

The next major event of the year will be 
the School of Christian Mission from 
Wednesday, July 21 - Saturday, 23, 2011. 
Keep your calendars open for this event 
which will highlight a study of Haiti, with 
a spiritual growth experience entitled 
“Coming Out on the Side of Grace: 


Reconciliation”. We will also repeat last 
year’s social action study, “Joy to the 
World: Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity”. 

Last, but not least, will be our 
Conference UMW Annual Meeting and 
DELT in Shreveport at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church on October 8 - 9, 2011. 

As you can see, we have an exciting 
schedule for the year. You don’t want to 
miss any one of these events. Mark your 
calendars and plan to bring someone with 
you. 

May God continue to bless you with 
His Presence and Peace throughout the 
New Year! 

Judy Willis 

Conference Vice President 


Celebrate UMW Sunday on Jan. 23, 2011 

“In every local 

Faces 

adjusted to accommodate individual and 

church, there shall be 

group schedules. Our Louisiana 

a unit of United 

of 

Conference will celebrate the theme 

Methodist Women,” 

Mission 

“Faces of Mission” with 1 Peter 3:15 as 

The United 

the focus scripture. No matter when your 

Methodist Book of 


event is held, please remember to share 

Discipline, 2008 


your celebrations in pictures, displays, 

This year, United 


etc. and submit these reports to your dis- 

Methodist Women 

K / 

trict Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

around the world will 

w 

officer so that they may be forwarded to 

celebrate together the 

the conference coordinator ad soon as 

emphasis of mem- 


possible. Everyone loves to see their cel- 

bership in this great 

UMW 

ebrations and recognitions at our School 

organization. This is 

of Mission and Annual Meeting events. 

the official date for 

2 on 

May God bless you in this special event 

2011, but we know 
calendars are often 


of the year. 


From the UMW Membership Committee: 

All the ladies of our churches are very important, so let us show every one by 
counting them in our Conference Reports. 

Report due dates. 

Local Unit Membership.January 15, 2011 

District Summary Membership-February 26, 2011 

Forms for these reports were included in packets for all district Membership, 

Nurture and Outreach coordinators. If you do not have your report forms, please 
contact me and I will gladly mail you a report form. 

Thank you so much for all you do! Let the power of this joyous season fill your 
heart and soul throughout the coming year. Happy New Year! 

Ethel Lilly 

P. O. Box 309 

Mansfield, LA 71052 
(318) 872-0612 

Eflilly@aol.com 


From the Chairperson of the 

UMW Committee on Nominations 

Dear Members of the Louisiana want to prevent inaccuracies appearing 

Conference United Methodist Women, in our Annual Directory which we 

As 1 have still served as chair of the depend on as the latest contact info for 

Committee on Nominations through the year. Thank you for your support 

December of 2010,1 am presenting and help with all of our tasks. It has 

information on officers for 2011. Carrie been a pleasure serving as your Chair of 
Roy is our CON chairperson, beginning our UMW Conference Committee on 
her term as of January 1, 2011. Each Nominations, 

officer has been asked to please study 

the list for typos, etc. in that it is always Love and prayers, 

possible for typos on the e-mail 

addresses and phone numbers and we Ouida Smith 
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Louisiana Conference UMW 
2010 Committee on Nominations Report 

Members Joining Committee as of Jan. 1, 2011 
Class of 2014 Judy Nugent (judy.nugent@gmail.com) 
Class of 2014 Bettye Watson (bjwk@yahoo.com) 

Members Remaining in New 
Committee on Nomination Roles: 

Class of 2012 Carrie Roy, Chairperson 

(ccarrieroy@bellsouth.net) 

Class of 2011 Ouida Smith (ouismi@aol.com) 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 
Slate of Returning Officers for 2011-2012 
Vice-President Judy Willis (judywwillis@hotmail.com) 
Spiritual Growth Juanita Lagard (no e-mail address) 

Slate of Newly Elected Officers Beginning 2011 
Treasurer Brenda Marks (bmarks@tulane.edu) 

Social Action Laura Salguero 

(salguero@bellsouth.net) 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women Retiring 
Officers, 2010 

Treasurer Laurie Seeger (2 years service) 

Social Action Barbara Ferguson (4 years service) 

Chairperson, Committee on Nominations 

Ouida Smith (2 years service) 
Committee on Nominations: 

Jonelle Walker (4 years service) 

Patricia Watson (4 years service) 
Shannon Rachal (2 years service) 


Louisiana Conference UMW 
2011 Award and Report Due Dates 
Membership, Nurture, Outreach: 

UMW Sunday reports ASAP after your event. 
Include pictures, copies of 
programs, summary articles, etc 

Local Unit Membership.January 15, 2011 

District Summary Membership. 

February 28, 2011 

Woman in Mission Nominees (due June 1) 

Estelle Dameron Scholarship-youth and adult 
(due June 1) 

(* *Awarded ONLY to first time attendees to SCM) 

Social Action 

Charter for Racial Justice report due June 1 

Program Resources: 

Reading Program reports due August 1 

Education and Interpretation 

Mission Study and Mission today reports due 
August 1 


REGISTRATION FORM 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
2011 SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT 
February 18-19, 2011 
The Wesley Center 
Ph. 318-449-4500 
Theme: ‘The 5 Senses of the Soul” 

Led by Debbie Covington 


Name: 
Address: 
City & Zip: 
Church: 
Distric: 


Name(s) of Requested Roommate(s): 


Special Accommodations: (i.e. no stairs, etc) State Reason: 


EMERGENCY FORM 
Person(s) to notify in case of Emergency 

Name: _ 

Address:_ 

Contact Ph. Numbers): _ 

Please Bring With You: 

1. Insurance Card 

2. Doctor’s Name & Phone Number 

3. Prescription & OTC meds you might need. 

*We will dispense NO medications on premises. 

Please indicate your intentions for lunch: 

_I will arrive in time for lunch Friday 

_I will NOT arrive in time for lunch Friday 

Registration and Housing Information 

All participants will be housed at the Wesley Center. Rooms will be assigned on a first come first served 
basis. Rooms have two double beds and bath and there are a limited number of first floor accommoda¬ 
tions. Please note special needs on registration form. 

Cost is based on number of persons per room and is payable to the Wesley Center 
upon arrival. Costs include room, 2 lunches, 1 supper & 1 breakfast. If you will not arrive until after the 
noon hour on Friday, please indicate this on your registration form so there will be an accurate count for 
the noon meal that day. Adjustments to the cost will be made at the time you register at the Wesley 
Center. Registration is from 10AM-12Noon. Lunch will be from 12N-1PM. The first session of the retreat 
will begin at 1PM. 

Cost is as follows (includes meals): 

3 or 4 to a room $73.00 per person 
2 to a room $76.00 per person 
1 to a room $92.00 per person 

Due to cafeteria style arrangements for preparing and serving food, special diets are not available. Care 
will be taken to try to provide low fat, low sodium items at meals. 

Retreat Registration fee is $15.00 
Make Registration Checks to: 

LA Conference UMW 

OFFERING-The offering taken at the retreat will go toward the Conference Pledge to Missions as Mission 
Giving. 

Registration Deadline-February 1, 2011 
Send Registration form & $15 fee to: 

Brenda Marks 
2912 Audubon Trace 
Jefferson, La. 70121 
(504) 834-1758 
bmarks@tulane.edu 
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Lochbrunner 
earns Eagle award 

Ean Lochbrunner of 
Boy Scout Troop 33 in 
Harahan has earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

The troop, located at 
St. Paul’s UMC, along 
with Ean’s friends and 
family celebrated with 
Ean during his Court of 
Honor held at the 
church. 

For his Eagle proj¬ 
ect, Ean, with the assis¬ 
tance of fellow scouts 
and others, cleaned and 
refurbished the Par Terre garden at 
Lafreniere Park in Metairie. 

Ean is a senior this year at Riverdale 
High School and is currently working with 
Delta Enterprises. 



Positions Wanted 

Blackwater United Methodist Church in 
Baker is looking for a 
Full Time Youth Director and a 
Part Time Accountant (Helpful if you 
know Shelby operating system). 

Resumes may be sent to : 

Rev. Marie P. Williams, Blackwater 
United Methodist Church, 10000 
Blackwater Rd., Baker, LA 70714 

Notice to clergy 
retiring in 2011 

Paragraph 358 of the Discipline 
states: Retired clergy members are 
those who have been placed in the 
retired relation either at their own 
request or by action of the clergy ses¬ 
sion upon recommendation of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry. Requests 
for retirement shall be stated in writing 
to the Bishop, Cabinet, and Board of 
Ordained ministry (Conference 
Relationship Chairperson) at least 120 
days prior to the date on which retire¬ 
ment is to be effective unless waived 
by the Bishop and Cabinet. The 
Board of Ordained Ministry shall pro¬ 
vide guidance and counsel to the retir¬ 
ing member and family as they begin 
a new relationship in the local church. 

February 1, 2011 is the due date of 
all requests. Please send retirement 
request letters to the following per¬ 
sons: 

Bishop William Hutchinson, 

Bishop of Louisiana 

Rev. Ellen Alston, Cabinet 
Secretary 

Rev. Larry Miller, Conference 
Secretary 

Rev. Darryl A. Tate, Conference 
Relations Chair of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry 

Rev. John Edd Harper, Registrar 
CBOM 

Your District Superintendent 



Wesley UMC - Houma serves their community 


Wesley UMC in Houma served a Thanksgiving meal to 100 elderly persons in the Houma community. Housed in a high rise apart¬ 
ment complex downtown, many of the residents go without cooked meals on week ends. The meal was served Nov. 20. 



C haritable Gift Annuities can be used creatively to help a 
special student in your life. Establish a gift annuity with 
the Foundation and use the income to help your children or 
grandchildren with their education expenses. At the end of your 
lifetime, income is sent to the United Methodist ministry you 
choose, forever. Other benefits include: 

• A current charitable income tax deduction 

• Partly tax-free income 

• Perpetual support of your favorite ministry after your lifetime 


Provide for the future of your 


CHILDREN AND YOUR CHURCH 

Ask us how! 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiymg.org 


Fund Your Child' 

(or Grandchild’s) 

College 

Education 


with a 

Charitable 
Gift Annuity 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 
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For information 
regarding the 
conference-wide 

Day of Caring 

on May 14, 2011 
visit the 

Louisiana Conference 
web site at 

www.la-umc.org 
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SCJ clergywomen gathering in New Orleans 


“Wade in the Water,” the quadrennial 
SCJ Clergywomen’s Consultation, is set for 
March 22-25 in New Orleans. Women will 
gather to relax in a fun setting, to enjoy the 
company of women with shared experi¬ 
ences, and to learn from one another about 
effective leadership skills and justice 


issues. There will be a fabulous concert by 
jazz artist Charmaine Neville, and worship 
with preachers Ouida Lee and Anita 
Phillips. 

Plenary speakers include Dr. Katharine 
Rhodes Henderson, author of God’s 
Troublemakers: How Women of Faith are 


Changing the World; Rev. Lorenza 
Andrade Smith, an advocate for the 
DREAM act; and Bishops Ann Sherer- 
Simpson, Janice Riggle Huie, and Sharon 
Brown Christopher. 

See Clergywomen, page 2 


Haiti: One year later 



Children play between rows of tents at Camp Corail outside Port-au-Prince, Haiti, where the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is helping provide services for some 10,000 people displaced by the January 2010 earthquake. A 
UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. 


Camp Corail offers shelter for displaced Haitians 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

An hour’s drive separates the quiet 
refuge of Camp Corail — among Haiti’s 
largest tent cities — from the clutter and 
clatter of the dusty, garbage-strewn streets 
of the capital city. 

The population in and around the 
camp is about 10,000, with the thousands 
living in the planned settlement of hurri¬ 
cane-proof white tents joined by thou¬ 
sands more in makeshift shelters along 
the perimeter. 

Nine pastel green and blue school¬ 
rooms built by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief’s nongovernmental 


organization —one of several agencies 
providing day-to-day essential services 
— stand out in the sea of white. 
“UMCOR” is spray-painted in red next to 
the front doors. 

An anchor in the storm 

This tent city offers a cleaner, more 
substantial home than the filthy tattered 
tents thrust into every corner of Port-au- 
Prince. But with no grocery stores, 
churches, restaurants or other urban con¬ 
veniences, the camp is also isolated and 
sterile. 

Since it is difficult and costly for tent- 
city residents to get to Port-Au-Prince for 


food and water, relief workers bring those 
items — as well as services like security 
protection and latrines — to this camp, 
just a few kilometers north of the capital 
city. 

The UMCOR-built schoolrooms have 
wheelchair access and capacity for 50 
students. By dividing the free schooling 
into two half-day sessions, there are 
enough rooms to accommodate about 900 
students. 

“UMCOR is also supplying school 
materials, benches, desks and chairs,” 

See Haiti, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 
Christmas to Epiphany to Carnival to 


The Christmas tree has morphed into 
a Mardi Gras tree at our house! The red, 
green and gold ornaments have been 
replaced with purple, green and gold. 

The tabletop trees, rather than sporting 
multi-colored lights have begun to wear 
purple, green and gold sparkly tinsel. 
We’re moving on to another season. 

But what a wonderful Christmas past! 
We had a special time with our children 
and granddaughter. Santa even found 
our house right here in Baton Rouge and 
all was right with the world. The 
Epiphany star has shone once again, 
we’ve remembered our baptisms as we 
have celebrated the baptism of our Lord, 
and the wise men have departed by 
another way. 2011 is in full swing! 

While we were finishing up the final 
few days of Christmas, with those Lords 
a-leaping. Maids a-milking, and the like, 
there was another exercise going on in 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Staff and 
participants were gathering in 
Woodworth at the Wesley Center to 
introduce our new “Awakening” week¬ 
end. A time for those ages 16 - 22 to 
come together and begin the discernment 
process as to their future, this was a won¬ 
derful gathering. There were some 33 
participants from all over the Conference 
who came to hear young clergy and laity 
share with them their calls into their 
Christian vocations and how they knew 
what God was calling them to do. We 
sang together, prayed together, walked 
the labyrinth together, talked together, 
worshipped together and listened togeth¬ 
er. I am totally confident that some of 
Louisiana United Methodism’s strongest 
leaders will come forth from this group 
of young women and men! God has so 
much in store for us when they have 
fully assumed their roles as leaders of 
our churches, both as clergy and as laity. 

At the same time this gathering was 
coming together, other important work 
was being done. District Superintendents 
were combing the districts helping every 
local church pay their apportionments at 
the highest level possible. With few 
exceptions, the payout was nothing short 
of fully faithful to the connectional mis¬ 
sion and ministry of The United 
Methodist Church. Once again Louisiana 
has paid out at a very high level - 
98.52% to be exact! Thanks to each pas¬ 
tor, every lay leader, and every person 
who frequents one of our churches for 


your gifts of leader¬ 
ship and financial 
faithfulness who 
have made this pos¬ 
sible. A full list of 
our record will be 
published in the next 
edition of Louisiana 
Now!, but I want to 
say my deepest thanks now to all of you 
who made this possible. 

Soon the appointment process will 
begin. The Cabinet will gather on 
February 3&4 to begin “taking invento¬ 
ry” of all of our appointments and will 
begin to share the results of advisory 
forms from Pastor-Parish Relation 
Committees and pastors. We will begin 
our actual work of making appointments 
beginning February 15. I ask that all of 
you who are reading this will begin to 
pray for this sacred work as we discern 
God’s leading for the coming year. 

The other thing I would ask you to 
begin to pray about is the upcoming elec¬ 
tion of delegates to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences in 2012. 
Louisiana has retained our number of 
delegates from the last time we voted - 5 
clergy and 5 laity for General 
Conference, and an additional 5 clergy 
and 5 laity for Jurisdictional Conference. 
We are indeed fortunate to have this 
large of a delegation, as our neighbors all 
around us have seen shrinking numbers. 
Overall, the United States has lost a sig¬ 
nificant number of delegates to the 
worldwide meeting, with the Central 
Conferences (Europe, Africa and the 
Philippines) gaining in delegates. The 
United States is slated to have 61% of 
the voting delegates at the 2012 gather¬ 
ing. Africa and the Philippines will 
experience growing numbers. 

So, as A1 Roker says on the Today 
show, “That’s what’s going on in our 
neck of the woods.” And what a won¬ 
derful neck of the woods it is!! It’s 
going to be exciting to journey through 
2011 with you. I pray for God’s guid¬ 
ance every step of the way. 



In Christ’s love, 


fcuddJL 




Bill Hutchinson 


Clergywomen, from page i 

Workshop presenters include GBOD’s 
general secretary, Karen Greenwaldt; 
UMCOR’s deputy general secretary, 
Cynthia Harvey; editor of Alive Now, Beth 
Richardson; GCSRW’s assistant general 
secretary, Kim Coffing; GBHEM’s director 
of continuing formation for ministry, 

HiRho Park; and SCJ clergywomen 
Stephanie Ahlschwede, Cheryl Jefferson 
Bell, Kathryn Boren, Susan Brown, 

Beverly Connelly, Debra Crumpton, 
Cristian de la Rosa, Amy Gearhart, Twila 
Gibbens, Bobbi Kaye Jones, Julienne Judd, 
Kabamba Kiboko and Raquel Mull. 

Optional activities include tours of the 
post-Katrina city; a tour of St. Mark’s 
UMC/North Rampart Community Center, 
an innovative urban ministry established by 
Methodist women; and various kinds of 
relaxation organized by hosting Louisiana 
clergywomen. 


An early bird registration fee is avail¬ 
able until Feb. 16, as are special rates at the 
Doubletree Hotel, just across Canal Street 
from the French Quarter. The hotel is in 
walking distance of great shopping, music 
and food, and many family attractions, 
including the Aquarium and Insectarium, 
the Mississippi River steamboat Natchez, 
the Children’s Museum, and the famous 
New Orleans streetcars that run to City 
Park and the Museum of Art, as well as 
down St. Charles Avenue. 

Register at 

http://wadeinthewater.org and find scholar¬ 
ship applications there. Clergywomen are 
asked to share that link on Facebook and 
join the Facebook group “Wade in the 
Water with SCJ Clergywomen”; to spread 
the word through email and phone calls; 
and to announce it at clergy gatherings. 

For more information, contact Ellen Blue 
at ellen.blue@ptstulsa.edu or 918-809- 
5128. 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Edison (Eddie) Morgan, Jr. 

11/28/10 

Rev. Chang Kyu Lee 

12/7/10 

Rev. Raymond M. Crofoot 

12/11/10 

Evelyn Lowe 

12/24/10 
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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527 North Boulevard 
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http://www.la-umc.org 
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Westlake High School’s Student Council donated nearly 700 cans of food to Westlake United Methodist Church’s food pantry, which serves needy residents in the 
City of Westlake as well as in the surrounding area. The organization collected the food at school and throughout the community. Student Council representatives 
unload one of two vehicles loaded with the donated items. Pictured are the Student Council reps along with Westlake UMC’s pastor, Rev. Betty Northern (far right), 
Westlake UMC food pantry volunteers Warrene Adams and Thora Donaldson, and Student Council sponsor Morgan Bertrand. Student Council members include 
Shelbi Stoker (Pres.-not pictured), Megan Ortego (VP), Savanna Johnston (Sec.), Taylor Whitley (Treas.), Brittany Genius, Shaylee Newlan, and Kasha Carpenter. On 
the cover, Baylee Thomas, 10, and Jenna Steward, 9, were in Westlake visiting their grandmother, Carol Thomas, and finding some great deals at the Westlake United 
Methodist Church’s rummage sale held August 7. The event’s purpose was to raise funds for the church’s community Food Pantry. Photos by Marilyn 
Monroe/Westlake News 

Westlake UMC continues 21-year-old ministry to poor with food pantry 


Over 20 years ago, Westlake United 
Methodist Church in the Lake Charles 
District began a food pantry ministry that 
has been a blessing to both the community 
and church volunteers. 

In 1990, church members Thora 
Donaldson and Charlotte Williams visited 
area schools with Rev. Larry O’Dell (pastor 
of Westlake UMC at the time) to ask coun¬ 
selors for the names of families needing 
assistance. They obtained the names of a 
couple of families, accumulated boxes of 
food and took them to the families. 

Initially, church volunteers made and 
sold hot tamales to raise the funds to buy 
food. The congregation was asked to 
donate food items and/or cash gifts. “The 
congregation responded and that’s how the 
food pantry was supplied for many years,” 
said Jo Parker, a member of Westlake 
UMC. “Thora tells me that at Christmas 
during the first years, the church handed 
out approximately 20 food baskets each 
year.” 

The ministry quickly grew from simply 
a holiday basket distribution to a full- 
fledged food pantry. The pantry is open on 
Mondays and Fridays from 9-11:30 a.m. 
and on Wednesday nights from 5-7 p.m. 

The Missions Committee currently has 
oversight of the pantry, and Thora 
Donaldson has been chair of the project 
since its inception. 

The food pantry ministry offers more 


than free food to those in need. Another 
facet of the ministry is the offering of cof¬ 
fee and cookies to those stopping by the 
pantry during regular hours. “We learn a 
great deal about our clients when we sit 
and visit with them. Times are very hard 
for people who live on a marginal income. 
We often see a family for a couple of 
months, and then might not ever see them 
again; or months or years will pass before 
they come back to us,” said Parker. 

Volunteers often hear, “1 have no food 
for my children,” or “I didn’t know what to 
do until someone told me about this 
church.” “We have learned that when peo¬ 
ple go to the local police station for emer¬ 
gency help, they are often directed to our 
church,” she added. 

Approximately 10 years ago, the pantry 
applied for and began receiving food from 
Second Harvest. That food, plus church 
donations, kept the pantry 
going. “Unfortunately, last year the Second 
Harvest budget was cut drastically, so the 
food available from that agency is now 
limited.” 

The church has expanded its requests 
for funding to area churches. “First Baptist 
Church of Westlake makes cash donations 
on a monthly basis,” said Parker. 

During 2010, the Westlake UMC food 
pantry served more than 1,795 people. 
Replacing the customary Christmas food 
baskets, the church has moved to cash 


vouchers which are given to repeat clients 
who visit the pantry regularly, and to those 
who come in during the months just before 
Christmas. 

As the food pantry ministry has grown, 
church volunteers have adjusted operations 
to meet the needs of an ever changing 
clientele. Periodically, transients who will 
not become regular clients stop by for food. 
The pantry keeps a supply of special items 
for them, such as food in “pop-top” cans. 

Volunteers recently aided their first non- 
English speaking clients. Pantry workers 
went on-line and found a Spanish/English 
translation guide, allowing them to com¬ 
municate more effectively with the clients. 

Committee members have been brain 
storming about other resources they can tap 
for supplying the pantry. Volunteers are 
preparing to write letters to corporations 
like Kraft Foods to ask for donations or 
food supplies. 

In the past, when supplies have dwin¬ 
dled, help with restocking pantry shelves 
has appeared in surprising ways. Toward 
the end of this past December, the shelves 
were looking bare and Westlake’s congre¬ 
gation made numerous contributions of 
food and money. The budget was exhaust¬ 
ed. Rev. Betty Northen, Westlake’s pastor, 
received a call from the Managan Center 
where KPLC-TV, the Red Cross and the 
Managan Center had been collecting food 
and toys for distribution at Christmas. The 


center had leftover food and toys and want¬ 
ed to know if the church would like to have 
them. All together, Westlake UMC received 
seven truck loads, which were unloaded, 
sorted and shelved by church volunteers on 
Dec. 23. 

“We had boxes of food stored all over 
the church, it seemed. All the toys were 
quickly distributed to families in need. And 
this food has been a real blessing in re¬ 
stocking our shelves. We felt blessed that 
someone at the center knew our church had 
a food pantry, and the community trusted 
us enough to know that we would make 
good use of the items. It was truly a ‘God 
thing’," said Parker. 

Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partici¬ 
pate in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams—like this successful food pantry— 
during “A Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep” 
on May 14, 2011. Congregations are asked 
to design a service project that will be 
implemented on that day, focusing on the 
needs of the poor in their neighborhood or 
community. Read more about “A Day of 
Caring” at www.la-umc.org 

Sandy Morgan, chair of Westlake 
UMC’s missions committee, is planning on 
gathering and printing low cost, healthy 
recipes to hand out to clients and others as 
part of the church’s participation in “A Day 
of Caring” on May 14. 



Twenty youth directors from the Louisiana Annual Conference attended the 
Perkins School of Youth Ministry held in Dallas. They learned a lot, shared infor¬ 
mation, and enjoyed awesome fellowship! 


Church resources available on the web 


• Watch as 350 youth and young peo¬ 
ple representing 32 countries shared their 
excitement and passion last summer in 
Berlin at the Global Young People 
Convocation and Legislative Assembly. 
For a brief video, go to http://globaly- 
oungpeople.org/resource/videos. 

• Understand the seven seasons of 
church planting. Learn more about those 
seasons at: www.pathl.org/fornew- 
church.php. 

• Encourage and inspire youth work¬ 
ers by introducing them to a new website 
created by the editors of devozine, a 


magazine published by The Upper 
Room. Check it out by clicking on 
www.devoted2youth.org. 

• Take advantage of ministry opportu¬ 
nities to reach people from 
Hispanic/Latino cultures. Get the DVD, 
Pentecost Journey: A Planning Guide for 
Non-Hispanic/Latino Congregation. To 
order, go to http://tinyurl.com/4glrygb. 

• 2011 Children’s Ministry Forum 
slated Feb. 22-24 at Coker United 
Methodist Church in San Antonio, Texas. 
For more information, go to 
www.gbod.org/cmf. 
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Wyoming Conference aids Clanton Chapel - Dulac 


The Wyoming Conference was merged 
into another conference and no longer 
exists, but their members found Dulac and 
came to work to help Clanton Chapel 
United Methodist and some needy families 
the week of January 8-January 15, 2011. 

Pastor Kirby Verret and Clanton Chapel 


UMC served up the usual bayou favorites 
like shrimp file gumbo, and many other 
dishes. 

William Beebe and his team fist came 
after Hurricane Rita, and find time every 
year to help Dulac. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 



Members of Noel UMC worked to pack and distribute 600 bags of groceries for 
local families during their annual Giving Factory. Children from Noel UMC partici¬ 
pated in A Night in Bethlehem on December 12 (cover photo). The night included 
sampling local cuisine, designing Roman coins and a Christmas pageant. 


Camphor Memorial UMC - Scotlandville 




Rev. Darlene A. Moore, pastor of 
Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church, traveled to Liberia, West Africa in 
December through the People to People 
Exchange Program where she was invited 
to deliver the sermon at A. P. Camphor 
UMC on Dec. 12. While in West Africa, 
she worked with children and adults; 
attended the United Methodist Church con¬ 
ference; and met with Mary Broh (Mayor 
of Monrovia), U. S. Ambassador to Liberia 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, and Ellen 
Sirleaf-Johnson, president of Liberia. 

Rev. Moore also held a creative arts 
workshop at Camphor Memorial UMC on 


Jan. 9. Children and adults braved the cold 
weather to come to the church to make 
dolls, paint paintings, write poetry and 
design sun visors. 

Rev. Moore will have an exhibition of 
her paintings at Black Heritage Gallery in 
Lake Charles, La. from Jan. 28-Feb. 23, 
2011. She has also created the logo for The 
African Methodist Heritage Center. 

Baton Rouge Mayor Kip Holden pro¬ 
claimed Nov. 14, 2010 as Darlene A. 
Moore Day in recognition of “outstanding 
and dedicated leadership at Camphor and 
in the Scotlandville community.” 


Pearl River UMC seeks to serve those in need with Christmas offering 


In 2008, Rev. Ben McGehee chal¬ 
lenged the members of Pearl River United 
Methodist Church to make a very special 
pledge. 

He asked the congregation to match 
whatever they spent on Christmas, giving 
it to the church to support various min¬ 
istries and mission opportunities decided 
on by the Administrative Council. That 
year, the congregation generously con¬ 
tributed more $10,000 for the chosen min¬ 
istries. 

In 2009, Rev. McGehee again extend¬ 
ed the challenge. That year, the offering 
collected was more than $12,000. 

Rev. Patty Hewitt, the current pas¬ 
tor for Pearl River UMC, continued the 
tradition in 2010 by setting a goal of 
$15,000 for the congregation. “I was opti¬ 
mistic because 1 know how generous they 
are. Still, 1 knew it was a big step up from 
last year,” said Rev. Hewitt. 

During the Christmas Eve worship 
service, the offering plates were passed. 


By the end of the evening, the offering 
counted. With generous hearts and by the 
grace of God, $16,036 was received. 

The funds will be distributed among 
the Methodist Home for Children in 
Mandeville, Crisis Pregnancy Help Center 
in Slidell, UMCOR water projects, and 
the Cambodian Methodist Church. 

“The people of Pearl River UMC 
embody the true meaning of Christmas,” 
said Rev. Hewitt 

Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partici¬ 
pate in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams—like the funding of these four 
ministries—during “A Day of Caring: 
Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. 

Congregations are asked to design a 
service project that will be implemented 
on that day, focusing on the needs of the 
poor in their neighborhood or community. 
Read more about “A Day of Caring” at 
www.la-umc.org. 
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Jeandline, 2, plays with a doll while her mother, Jean Marise, prepares dinner in front of their tent at Camp Corail, outside Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Camp Corail is home 
to about 10,000 people displaced by the January 2010 earthquake that devastated the country. UMNS photos by Mike DuBose. 


Haiti, from page 1 

said Josny Mehu, a program officer for 
UMCOR-Haiti. The management of the 
schools will be turned over to the Haitian 
government. 

A Haitian national, Mehu worked with 
the former UMCOR Haiti office before it 
closed in 2008. When the office reopened 
after the 2010 earthquake, he reenlisted. 

Not only are the needs of the students 
are tended to, but so are the fears. Each 
building has been designed, tested and con¬ 
structed to withstand a Category 2 hurri¬ 
cane, Mehu said. The schools are among 
the most secure structures in the camp, 
with features such as 30-degree roof pitch, 
hurricane strapping, reinforced trusses and 
half-inch plywood construction throughout. 

“When Tropical Storm Tomas hit the 
island in early November, residents sought 
shelter in the schoolhouse,” Mehu said. 
“The buildings were not damaged and 
everyone was safe.” 

The camp and the school fill a desperate 
need. The 2010 earthquake damaged or 
destroyed 4,500 schools in the Port-au- 


Prince area, according to an initial survey 
by the Ministry of Education. As of 
September, about 1,000 schools still 
required debris clearance. 

Finding shelter, comfort 

Despite the harsh reality of being a 
home for refugees from the massive human 
disaster, the camp is not without beauty. 
White-capped mountains frame the hori¬ 
zon. Horses, goats and other domestic ani¬ 
mals munch on the sparse grass leading up 
to trails through the hills. 

But deep inside the tent city there are no 
trees, no grass, no bushes, no grazing live¬ 
stock nor beautiful, pristine views. 

The white gravel, used to cover and 
contain the dust in this settlement, reflects 
the heat and is blinding at midday. Even in 
the cooler month of November, it takes 
only minutes for the skin to burn and sweat 
to roll down the back. 

UMCOR plans to plant papaya and 
lemon trees for shade and a community 
garden for food and income. Because the 
camp is located at the base of a hillside, 
UMCOR is building a drainage system to 
keep the camp from flooding. In fact, bus¬ 


loads of residents were brought to this 
more secure camp from mudslide-prone 
areas during the rainy season. 

Temporary wooden houses are also 
being constructed so tent dwellers eventu¬ 
ally will be able to move into more private, 
comfortable living quarters. The homes 
will be placed in the same locations as the 
tents so everyone knows who will live 
where. 

On a warn day in November, 3-year- 
old Deshca skips around one of the few 
sections with completed homes. Wearing a 
white dress, several sizes too large, she 
plays with the tattered satin ribbon around 
her waist. When she runs, she raises the 
dress hem, revealing dusty, little feet. 

Sitting outside their small home, 
Deshca’s mother, Princifanie, keeps close 
watch on the child. 

The family of six recently moved into 
the new house, and she is happy with the 
change from tent-dwelling. 

“This is something 1 could never do 
when we lived in the tent,” she said, wash¬ 
ing clothes in a small plastic pan. “It was 
much too hot during the day.” 


Princifanie, who is pregnant, appreciates 
the comfort she has from owning a “real” 
home. She smiles and says, “Now if I get 
tired during the day I can go inside and lie 
down.” 

Going inside to rest during the daytime 
is not a comfort offered to those still living 
in the tents, which are laid out with mili¬ 
tary precision on the white-gravel plots that 
cover an area of about 20 football fields. 

The tents don’t “breathe” so it is impos¬ 
sible to sit inside during the day, says Jean 
Dline, a young mother who lives in one of 
the tents in Block 3. 

Her family has been waiting several 
months for a chance to move into the more 
substantial wooden homes like Princifanie 
occupies. 

She says the family is unhappy here, but 
they can’t go home. There is no home, 
nothing for them to return to, in Port-au- 
Prince. 

“Life is very hard here,” she says. “But 
we have no choice.” 


Church makes pillowcase dresses aimed to lift the spirits of Haitian girls 


Every little girl loves a pretty new dress, 
especially if she has never, ever owned 
one. 

And members of the Hillsboro United 
Methodist Church in Franklin, Tenn., are 
doing their best to make sure more than a 
handful of girls in Haiti receive a coveted 
dress. 

So far, they have sewn 110 “pillowcase 
dresses,” crafted from brightly patterned 
pillowcases and other colorful fabric. 

Inspiring them were the stories that 
members Bronwen and Bill Pope brought 
back from their mission trips to the 
Caribbean country ravaged by an earth¬ 
quake a year ago. 

The Popes’ first visit to Haiti was a 
short-term mission trip to an orphanage in 
2002. That’s where the couple met their 
future son, Kenson, now 8. His adopted 
brother, Caeden, 7, whose biological moth¬ 
er and sister still live in Haiti, joined the 
Pope family a year later. The Popes are 
also the parents of two daughters, Hannah 
and Noa, now 13 and 10. 


Wanting also to help the people of Haiti, 
Hillsboro Church member and tailor 
Cherry Lane Darken started the pillowcase- 
dress project, and congregants and commu¬ 
nity volunteers quickly stepped in to make 
the dresses. People began donating whimsi¬ 
cally designed pillowcases, sheets and 
other fabric, as well as ribbon and thread. 

Betty Hughes was one of the first to get 
involved. She loves the idea of providing 
new, one-of-a-kind dresses to girls accus¬ 
tomed to faded, worn garments and hand- 
me-downs. 

“To have something new has to be 
exciting,” she says. “That’s why we’ve 
chosen ... not to make all (the dresses) 
alike. What a joy that’s going to be for that 
child. When they put that dress on, they’re 
going to feel even more special.” 

Elementary student Lauren Jorgensen 
modeled a pillowcase dress. She saw pic¬ 
tures of some of the little girls Bronwen 
Pope had met. One girl stood out to 
Lauren, who told Pope she wanted the 
dress to belong to that little girl. 


Lauren wanted the child to know some¬ 
one made the dress just for her. 

“Somebody’s caring about you and lov¬ 
ing you and remembering you and praying 
for you,” Pope says. “I think that’s impor¬ 
tant.” 

‘The congregation has heard my heart’ 

Relatively new members of the 
Hillsboro congregation, which averages 65 
worshippers each week, the Popes feel 
embraced by their church family. “This 
congregation has heard my heart and is 
excited about Haiti,” Bronwen Pope says. 
“It feels good that people are listening and 
excited about the things I’m passionate 
about.” 

Her fellow member Hughes agrees. 
“We’re an active little church,” she says. 
“We’ve all been blessed with more than we 
need, and when you’ve been blessed, you 
should want to share. It probably does you 
as much good as it does for the person for 
whom you are doing it.” 

See Dresses, page i 



Lauren Jorgensen of Hillsboro (Tenn.) 
United Methodist Church models a pil¬ 
lowcase dress made for the girls of 
Haiti. A UMNS photo by Ronny Perry. 
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Representatives of Africa University visit the New Orleans area 


On Feb. 19 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., 
the public and parishioners of the New 
Orleans District and the Louisiana Annual 
Conference are invited to attend an open 
dialogue with representatives from Africa 
University. Dr. Martha Orphe will host the 
dialogue at First Street Peck Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2309 Dryades Street, 
New Orleans. Among the presenters will be 
the vice-chancellor, Dr. Fanuel Tagwira; a 
faculty member, Asst. Prof. Martha Mutisi; 
and a former student. Dr. Artemus Gaye. 
Light refreshments will follow. 

When the U. S. embassies were bombed 
in Dares Salaam, Tanzania and Nairobi, 
Kenya in 1998, some of the first responders 
on the ground giving aid and comfort to the 
injured and dying were graduates of Africa 
University’s Emergency and Disaster 
Response Training Program. 


When devastating floods struck 
Mozambique two years later, those gradu¬ 
ates were some of the first responders on 
the ground assisting with emergency relief. 

When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast in 2005, Africa University donated a 
shipment of bedding (15,000 sheets and 
pillow cases originally designated for min¬ 
istries in Africa) to ongoing efforts to care 
and provide for the survivors and evacuees 
of Hurricane Katrina. Also, the Africa 
University Development Office which is 
based in Nashville, Tenn. permitted its 
internet platform to be used to solicit and 
raise emergency funds for Dillard 
University immediately after Hurricane 
Katrina. 

In 19 short years, United Methodists 
have built a first-class institution of higher 
learning at the Methodist mission site at 


Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. Representatives of 
the university will visit the New Orleans 
area Feb. 19-22, 2011 to thank the churches 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference for 
their continuing faithful support and to pro¬ 
vide an update on the continuing develop¬ 
ment of the institution. 

In addition to the open dialogue on Feb. 
19, on Feb. 20, 17 churches of the New 
Orleans District will host representatives of 
Africa University as guest preachers, 
speakers, and presenters. The churches and 
guest AU representatives are: Asbury and 
St. Matthew, Rev. F. Lloyd Rollins; 
Carrollton and Metairie, Dr. Maggie 
Jackson; First Street Peck Wesley, Dr. 
Artemus Gaye; Hartzell and Philips 
Memorial, Dr. Aubrey K. Lucas; Lake 
Vista, Kevin G. Goodwin; Parker 
Memorial, Josefa E. Bethea-Wall and Ruth 


Ellen Stone; Peoples and Brooks-Shaw 
Temple, Shirley Drake Byers and Rev. 

Irene C. Pierce; Rayne Memorial, Dr. 
Nancy M. Carruth; St. Marks, Bishop 
Marcus Matthews; Hartzell Mt. Zion, 
Angella Current-Felder; Munholland, 

James H. Salley; St. Matthews’s in 
Metairie, Prof. Martha Mutisi; and Thomas, 
Bishop Ernest S. Lyght. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference and 
the churches of New Orleans District have 
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Africa 
University in its quest to become one of the 
premiere institutions of higher learning on 
the African continent. Everyone is encour¬ 
aged to show their continued support for 
this institution by attending the open dia¬ 
logue on Feb. 19 and one of the 17 church¬ 
es on Feb. 20. 


Society of St. Andrew holds gleaning program, offers Lenten study 


Harvest of Hope is the ecumenical 
study, worship, and action mission trip pro¬ 
gram of the Society of St. Andrew. 

This summer, the program is offering 
several opportunities to learn about hunger 
and about gleaning - a common sense solu¬ 
tion to the issue. Participants will glean 
fresh fruits and vegetables which will 
immediately, through the help of local 
feeding agencies, find their way onto the 
tables of those in need. The group will 
experience a simple, healthy lifestyle dur¬ 
ing the event and will worship together, 
exploring what God wants us to do con¬ 
cerning our neighbors who are in need. The 
summer schedule is as follows: 

June 24-26, 2011 (Intergenerational 
Weekend) 

Location: Camp Kirkwood - 
Wilmington, NC 

July 8-10, 2011 (Jr. High Weekend) 

Location: Camp Occohannock - 
Exmore, VA 

July 10-16, 2011 (Sr. High Week) 

Location: Camp Occohannock - 
Exmore, VA 

July 10-16, 2011 (Sr. High Week) 


Location: Randolph Macon College - 
Ashland, VA 

July 17-23, 2011 (Sr. High Week) 
Location: Camp Kirkwood - 
Wilmington, NC 

July 29-31, 2011 (Jr. High Weekend) 
Location: Camp Alta Mons - 
Shawsville, VA 

Aug. 5-7, 2011 (Intergenerational 
Weekend) 

Location: YMCA Hargis Retreat - 
Chelsea, AL 

For information, visit 
www.EndHunger.org or email 
SoSAHoH@EndHunger.org 

The Society of St. Andrew, a domestic 
hunger-relief ministry that provides nutri¬ 
tious fresh produce to feeding agencies 
across the country, also offers spiritually 
nourishing devotions each Lent and Advent 
season. This upcoming Lent, the theme 
We’ve a Story to Tell, is inspired by the 
Christian journey and its impact on our 
personal lives. These daily devotions were 
contributed by a variety of writers from dif¬ 
ferent denominations who share how their 
personal walk with Jesus has impacted 


their lives. 

Through daily devotions, scriptures, and 
prayers, this program offers an opportunity 
to strengthen your walk with Christ while 
joining in ministry to feed the hungry. All 
materials are offered at no cost and there is 
no obligation. However, participants are 
asked to seriously consider giving sacrifi- 
cially. A donation of just $1 a day during 
the season of Lent - $47 - would enable the 
Society of St. Andrew to salvage over 
2,000 servings of fresh produce. That is 
because the Society of St. Andrew’s low 
operating costs allows fresh nutritious pro¬ 
duce to be saved and delivered for only 
two cents a serving. Last year’s Lenten 
Devotions program was responsible for 
providing over 2 million servings of food 
to families in need in our nation. 

An optional “Good Friday Fast” booklet 
is also available for use in partnership with 
the daily devotions or as a stand alone pro¬ 
gram. 

The Society of St. Andrew is a national 
nonprofit hunger-relief ministry that res¬ 
cues about 25 million pounds of excess 
produce each year that would otherwise go 


to waste for various marketing reasons. 
This food is then distributed to critical 
feeding agencies across the country at no 
cost to the agencies or the people they 
serve. The Society of St. Andrew has three 
main food salvage programs in addition to 
their spiritual-life programs. The Potato & 
Produce Project saves tractor-trailer loads 
of produce from being dumped for cosmet¬ 
ic reasons. The Gleaning Network send 
volunteers directly into farmers’ fields to 
pick the excess produce after the harvest. 
The Harvest of Hope program is a 
Christian education and work mission 
experience. More information about the 
Society of St. Andrew and its hunger-relief 
programs is available online at www.end- 
hunger.org or by email at sosainfo@end- 
hunger.org. 

All materials for the Lenten devotional 
program are free from the Society of St. 
Andrew. For a church sample kit or a per¬ 
sonal packet, order online at www.end- 
hunger.org/lent.htm; by phone, (800) 333- 
4597; or by email, church@endhunger.org. 
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Local church Welcoming Certification process is now 


4 online’ with UMC 


United Methodist Communications is 
pleased to announce a new online process 
for new and renewing welcoming certified 
congregations. Instead of the “paper and 
pen” process we have been using over the 
last 10 years of the program, we have 
moved everything online using our Online 
Learning Center. 

For those congregations seeking certifi¬ 
cation for the first time, the forum 
“Becoming a Welcoming Congregations” 


walks them through the activities they need 
to complete toward initial certification. 

With the help of other congregations seek¬ 
ing certification and a team of facilitators, 
the process is more efficient and engaging. 
Plus, we are able to quickly update and add 
new resources to support welcoming min¬ 
istry. Access to this online forum and 
process is open to any United Methodist 
congregation and does not require any pre¬ 
authorization. 


For those congregations already certi¬ 
fied at any point since 2001, we are invit¬ 
ing them to join another online forum, 
“Welcoming Certified Congregations,” 
where they will encounter more than 1,000 
welcoming certified churches and complete 
activities toward renewal of their annual 
certification. This forum provides addition¬ 
al resources, community building and shar¬ 
ing to enhance welcoming ministry across 
our United Methodist connection. Access 


to this forum is restricted to congregations 
that have already achieved initial certifica¬ 
tion and requires a pre-assigned username, 
password and enrollment key to participate 
in the renewal certification forum. 

Complete details about both the new 
and renewing certification online forums 
and processes is available at our 
Welcoming Certification webpage, 
http://umcom.org/welcomingcertifica- 
tion. 


Lubbock to serve as UMM leader 


NASHVILLE, 

Tenn. — Four persons 
with decades of experi¬ 
ence are available to 
assist local churches, 
districts and confer¬ 
ences expand their 
ministries to men. 

Following the 
announcement that 
Larry Malone, director Rev. Mark 
of Men’s Ministry, Lubbock 
would retire at the end 
of 2010, Gil Hanke, top staff executive of 
the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men, recruited four volunteer 
leaders to assume the responsibilities of the 
13-year veteran staff member. 

The four volunteer leaders began their 
service in January, and enrolled in electron¬ 
ic training experiences in order to ensure 
they will be able to provide consistent and 
powerful messages to annual conferences, 
men’s retreats, district rallies and local 
churches where they are invited. 

Malone assisted Hanke in the selection 
process. “We had many excellent appli¬ 
cants, but these men each have unique skill 


sets that will broaden our ministry,” said 
Malone. “Each is heavily involved in 
men’s ministry and will remain active 
within their local settings,” said 
Hanke.“The commission will pay travel 
expenses when the host conference or dis¬ 
trict is unable.” 

Rev. Mark Lubbock from Baton Rouge, 
La. is one of the four deployed staff. 

A local pastor in the Louisiana 
Conference, Lubbock formerly served as 
pastor of three congregations. 

As a certified men’s ministry specialist 
he now helps churches in the conference 
establish effective ministries to and with 
men through Louisiana Men of Christ, an 
organization he founded. 

Before becoming a pastor he served as 
president of a local unit of UM Men and is 
current secretary of the District UM Men. 

He has led Man in the Mirror, Promise 
Keepers, Men at the Cross, Kairos Prison 
Ministry, and Men Mentoring Men events. 
Lubbock served as chief executive officer 
and president of a technology company 
since 1987; the organization is now called 
Louisiana Data Systems. 



Breaux to speak at Student Forum 


United 

Methodist college 
and university stu¬ 
dents will have the 
opportunity to 
explore leadership 
at Student Forum 
2011 at the 
University of 
Evansville, May 26- 
29. Student Forum 
is the national lead¬ 
ership conference of 
the United Methodist Student 
Movement, sponsored by the General 
Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

Rev. Connie Breaux, director of the 
Grambling State Wesley Foundation in 
Ruston, will serve as one of the event’s 
guest speakers. 

Student leaders from all over the 
U.S. will gather in Evansville, lnd., to 
attend the event. The theme of the con¬ 
ference, which is planned and organized 
by college students, is “God is Calling.. 


. . Will You Answer?” The conference 
will include leadership training, spiritual 
formation, and networking. 

The registration fee to attend is $75 
per person. The fee includes all confer¬ 
ence materials, lodging, meals, and a $5 
contribution to the UMSM Mission 
Fund. 

Our focus for the event this year will 
be for participants to explore the many 
ways God calls and how God might be 
calling them to live. Additionally, stu¬ 
dents will have the chance to consider 
possible legislation to present to the 
2012 General Conference. 

Although registration for Student 
Forum is open to all young adult college 
and university students, each annual 
conference may still identify three vot¬ 
ing student delegates and six alternate 
student delegates. 

Registration will open early in 2011. 
For more information and to register, 
visit www.gbhem.org. You can see high¬ 
lights from last year’s event at 
www.umsm.org/studentforum. 



Rev. Connie 
Breaux 


Dresses, from page 5 

On Pope’s most recent trip to Haiti, she 
met a physician who was living in a tent. 
She learned that when the earthquake hit, 
the man grabbed his son and shoved him 
under a table to protect him. The house 
collapsed on the man’s arm and crushed it. 
Now he cannot work. 

“Life in Haiti,” she says, “has always 
been hard and challenging.” With the earth¬ 
quake, even more Haitians have joined the 
ranks of the poor and homeless. 

“The heart of the people of Haiti has not 
changed. I’m blessed every time I’m there 
just to see the people giving to one another 
and to see their generosity and their joy, to 
see kids playing,” she says. 

“You know they’re hungry. You know 
they’re thirsty. You know they’re living in 
a tent. But they’re still playing. They’re 
still having joy.” 

During their travels, the Popes also 
became acquainted with Ann, who thinks 
she is about 70. Left without family, hands 
too crippled to earn money by doing laun¬ 
dry, she had no backup plan when the 
earthquake struck. Her tent was a blue tarp. 
“I’m alive because of the kindness of my 
neighbors,” she told the visitors. 

The Popes shared the woman’s story 
with their congregation, which rallied to 


raise $2,500 to repair Ann’s severely dam¬ 
aged home. 

The Popes shared the woman’s story 
with their congregation, which rallied to 
raise $2,500 to repair Ann’s severely dam¬ 
aged home. Reflecting on the pillowcase- 
dress ministry, she adds, “I think that’s 
important because something new is very 
unusual, especially now in Haiti where the 
basics — food, water and shelter — are 
what most people are thinking about.” 

Member Carol Johnston hopes the 
dresses can boost the girls’ self-esteem. 

“We’re not saving a child by maldng 
dresses, but we are doing a little bit,” she 
says. “And 1 think every little bit helps.” 

Bronwen Pope doesn’t want people to 
forget Haiti. 

“A lot of people, when I say we’ve 
adopted from Haiti, think we’ve adopted 
from Africa,” she says. “They have no idea 
that Haiti is ... an hour plane ride from 
Florida. Keeping an eye on Haiti, 1 think, 
historically we haven’t done a good job of 
that. They’re our neighbors.” 

Being in mission in Haiti has been an 
incredible experience, she adds. A stay-at- 
home mom, she will graduate from nursing 
school this spring. A long-term goal is to 
become a midwife in Haiti. 

“Once you go,” she says, “you’re never 
the same. It changes your heart.” 



Carol Johnston of Hillsboro (Tenn.) United Methodist Church adds the finishing 
touch to a pillowcase dress to send to Haiti. A UMNS photo by Ronny Perry. 


















8 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^^ 


JANUARY 28, 2011 


Lakeview UMC helps provide swim lessons for children 



Job opportunities 
within the 
Conference 

Henning Memorial UMC 

Henning Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Sulphur, La. seeks 
a full-time Director of Music 
Ministries. Responsibilities include 
directing and developing choirs and 
expanding opportunities for traditional 
and contemporary music. Promote 
development of music for all ages and 
skill levels. Bachelor’s degree in music 
required or an equivalent. Please send 
resume and attach recent photo to: 
asaph.hmumc@gmail.com 

LSU Wesley Foundation 

The Louisiana State University 
Wesley Foundation is seeking candi¬ 
dates for its full-time Campus 
Minister/Director. LSU is a Division 1 
SEC University located in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, with a racially, cul¬ 
turally, and economically diverse stu¬ 
dent body of over 25,000. The Wesley 
Foundation, located adjacent to the 
campus, is the Louisiana Conference’s 
outreach to LSU students, faculty, staff, 
and surrounding neighborhoods. We 
anticipate a starting date coinciding 
with the beginning of the 2011-2012 
Conference year. 

The Board of Directors prefers can¬ 
didates who are Ordained Elders in the 
United Methodist Church. Qualified 
Ordained Deacons, local pastors and 
lay persons with experience in ministry 
with college students/young adults may 
also be considered. 

The Wesley Foundation’s strengths 
include a recently renovated building 
which is owned outright, an established 
residential program, a strong, dedicated 
Student Leadership Team, and a great 
opportunity for growth. We are looking 
for a director who can guide the 
Student Leadership in expanding the 
Foundation’s ministry, and can work 
with the Board of Directors, area 
churches and alumni to establish a 
long-term funding strategy. Qualified 
candidates must have skills associated 
with developing, leading and equipping 
others for worship, spiritual formation, 
mission and social justice, and possess 
strong organizational and team man¬ 
agement skills. 

A detailed job description can be 
found at 

https://sites.google.com/site/wesley- 
foundationatlsu/. Interested applicants 
should send a resume and essay to 
LSUWesleyDirectorSearch@gmail.com 
. The essay should tell the story of your 
faith journey, what draws you to this 
particular ministry, and how you see 
campus ministry fitting into your own 
view of the Wesley Foundation mis¬ 
sion: “Seeking out, inviting in, disci- 
pling and equipping a new generation 
of spiritual leaders for the world.” 


Members of the Lakeview United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport pre¬ 
sented a $1000 check to the Stewart- 
Warner Project Swim Fund of the 
Community Foundation on Dec. 9. 

After the tragic drowning of six 
Shreveport teens on August 2, 2010, 
members of the community set up the 
Stewart-Warner Fund, which bears the 
last names of the victims, to provide 
critical swimming lessons to area chil¬ 
dren. The Men’s Club at Lakeview 
spearheaded the fundraising effort. 

In order to raise the funds, members 
of the church helped the Men’s Club 
sell tickets to a pancake breakfast held 
at the church, which is located in West 
Shreveport. The Brookshire’s grocery 
store located on Pines Road donated 
supplies for the breakfast, Hilburn 
Printing provided free printing for tickets to 
the event, and Chef John Strand helped 
cook at the breakfast. 

Shreveport Fire Chief Brian Crawford 
said of the effort, “It is this type of commu¬ 
nity-wide commitment and involvement 
that can and will make the difference in the 
lives of our children in Shreveport - partic¬ 
ularly those who too often go without any 
extras, such as simply learning to swim.” 


Representatives from the church, the 
Men’s Club and the Pine’s Road 
Brookshire’s presented the check to 
Community Foundation Executive Director 
Paula Hickman. 

When asked about the event, Lakeview 
United Minister Rev. Dr. M. Theresa 
McConnell said, “Our church is a very 
mission-minded. The event brought mem¬ 
bers together, involved the community, and 


gave us an opportunity to show the love of 
Christ. We hope others will creatively sup¬ 
port the project through walk-a-thons, sup¬ 
pers, dances - whatever it takes to help 
save lives! 

“For more information about the 
Stewart-Warner Project Swim Fund, visit 
www.nlacf.org” 


After your lifetime, what will happen 

TO YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR CHURCH? 


It’s Different in Louisiana! 
Estate Planning Course 

is a FREE home-study course composed of five 
lessons, designed to help you create an effective 
estate plan for the future distribution of your assets. 
The lessons are written in an easy-to-follow format 
and will be mailed to you at weekly intervals. 

Protect the future of your family and your church by 
arming yourself with the knowledge to make good 
decisions and take appropriate action. 

Register Now: 

• Online at www.umf.org 

• By phone at (225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 


1 i 


No cost or 
obligation 
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Attention all 
Clergy Spouses 

in the 
Louisiana 
Conference! 

Plan to attend our 
annual retreat 
The Gifts of Nothing 
Feb. 25-26 
The Wesley Center 

To register, go to 

www.alexandriadistrict.org 

or 

www.la-umc.org/ 
docs/clergyspousel 1 .pdf 

or call 

(318) 449-4500 
by Friday, Feb. 18 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


VOL. 12, No. 3 BATON ROUGE, LA 

General, jurisdictional delegate 


On behalf of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference Board of Laity, Sarah 
Kreutziger, Conference Lay Leader, invites 
interested and qualified lay members of our 
conference (who are also able to meet the 
associated time, attendance and financial 
responsibilities), to consider placing them¬ 


selves in nomination for election as dele¬ 
gates to the 2012 General Conference 
and/or Jurisdictional Conference of our 
denomination. Church law requires that 
delegates “shall have been members of The 
United Methodist Church for at least two 
years next preceding their election, and 


FEBRUARY 11, 2011 

applications due 

shall have been active participants in The 
United Methodist Church for at least four 
years next preceding their election.” 

General Conference, which convenes 
every four years, is the top policy-making 
body of The United Methodist Church. 

See Delegates, page 3 



Conference camps/ 4-5 



Apportionments/ 6-7 




A Day of Caring 


I was hungry, I was thirsty, I was 
naked, I was a stranger, I was sick, I was 
in prison...andyou helped me. 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partic¬ 
ipate in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams—like the Stone Soup Ministry at 
First United Methodist Church in 
Berwick—during “A Day of Caring: 

Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. 
Congregations are asked to design a serv¬ 
ice project that will be implemented on 
that day, focusing on the needs of the 
poor in their neighborhood or communi¬ 
ty- 

A Day of Caring is a time set aside to 
corporately show our love and concern to 
those in need throughout Louisiana. It is 
a time to share God’s love through words 
and deeds. 

Each congregation is invited to find 


their own way to express that love and 
care. Local churches are encouraged to 
join together in their community to do a 
work day, share in a worship and prayer 
service for the community, join in spon¬ 
soring a health care fair, or share in an 
education seminar on poverty in the com¬ 
munity. 

There are many ways to organize a 
response to the poverty that surrounds 
our churches and throughout our world. 
Each of our churches is already involved 
in many worthy ministries in this regard. 
A Day of Caring is simply a way to 
emphasize and spotlight The United 
Methodist mandate to share in raising 
awareness of the ongoing “war on pover¬ 
ty,” and our own participation in that 
fight. Churches are asked to identify sig¬ 
nificant ways for children, youth and 
adults to share in this very special oppor¬ 
tunity. Some suggestions for local 


churches for activities on that day would 
be: 

Sponsor a Community Health Fair 

Sponsor a seminar on poverty in your 
community (invite community govern¬ 
mental, school, and civic leaders to dis¬ 
cuss the concerns and the programs avail¬ 
able, and the ways to participate) 

Participate in a Habitat for Humanity 
build 

Hold a Walk/Run to raise money for a 
community clinic or hospice or food 
bank 

Sponsor a work day to assist the eld¬ 
erly or those in need in the community 

Sponsor a prayer walk or worship 
service for those in need; include a Bible 
study on the mandate to care for the poor 
among us 

Read more about “A Day of 
Caring” at www.la-umc.org 


Members of First 
United Methodist 
Church in Berwick 
are shown ladling 
bowls of soup for its 
Stone Soup Ministry, 
which began in 2009. 
Church members 
contribute items like 
potatoes and cab¬ 
bage to create a 
soup that is served 
as a hot lunch to 
members of the com¬ 
munity. Church vol¬ 
unteers have fed as 
many as 55 people at 
a time. The ministry 
is inspired by the 
children's book enti¬ 
tled "Stone Soup" in 
which villagers share 
what they have to 
make a communal 
pot of soup. 


Local churches plan day of outreach with the poor 
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ON THE JOURNEY: “I live on the streets” 


He stumbled up to us on the train platform as we were 
trying to buy tickets from an unfamiliar machine. His 
breath was coated with the smell of cheap liquor and his 
speech was slurred as he asked if we could help him with 
some change because, he said, “I live on the streets and I 
have no money.” As he stood and waited for a positive 
answer, some of our group tried to discourage him by 
saying we didn’t have any money to give. Of course, he 
knew better, so he stood and hoped. 

“Come on, man, can’t you give me a little some¬ 
thing?” We all stood mute and without acknowledge¬ 
ment. We had all been in this position a thousand times. 
Sometimes it had been in our offices at the church, or as 
we were heading into a church, or as we were emerging 
from a church meeting, or as we walked the streets of 
most any American city with our secure swagger and our 
caring countenance - that “pastoral look” that seems to be 
a dead giveaway to the professional beggar. 

A local man who had been helping us with the ticket 
machine said, “What kind of help do you need?” “1 just 
need some change,” he said. 1 need something to eat.” I 
knew in my mind he would just collect coins until he had 
enough to buy more liquor. Even though 1 felt the tug of 
God’s Spirit saying, “Give him something,” 1 remained 
aloof. The local man reached in his pocket and handed 
him something and he stumbled over to a cigarette butt 
lying close to the train track, dusted it off, and asked if 
anyone had a match. We could produce that! (Collected 
for the acolytes, you know!) He lit up and was happy, 
standing and smoking a discarded “cancer stick” and talk¬ 
ing with people around as if he was part of the evening 
train travelers just on his way to his next appointment. 

I felt uneasy the rest of the evening. Seldom do I walk 
away from someone who asks me for help in the way of a 


few coins. When we came back to 
our hotel by way of the train, I looked 
for other such needy people, but no 
one approached us. In fact, by that 
time they were mostly asleep in the 
doorways of the closed businesses, 
wrapped in their tattered blankets or 
smelly sleeping bags and they 
weren’t asking for help. That would 
have to come with the morning light 
when their wretched life would begin 
again on the streets of Houston as 
they sought for mercy and care from 
the unsuspecting and the sympathizers. 

Dealing with the poor, the homeless, the destitute, the 
poverty stricken, the oppressed is not always comfortable 
and is never totally easy. That’s because a measure of 
guilt seems to enter the equation as you stand there and 
contemplate “What’s the difference between him and 
me?” Oh, I could write volumes about the difference and 
why I am the one being asked for help and not asking for 
the help, but then I don’t know if 1 would be totally cor¬ 
rect in my assessment. Certainly I would never reach the 
conclusion that God willed or wanted it that way. And it 
isn’t just luck. And I don’t believe it is divine provi¬ 
dence. But I do believe it has much to do with God and 
how we respond to God’s love, care, and teachings - that 
is if we fully understand them, have someone teach them 
to us, and have someone care enough about us to expose 
us to them. 

And then there are those teachings about how the early 
followers of “The Way” held everything in common and 
cared for each other and there was not a needy person 
among them. (Acts 4:32-37) Where do I, where do we 


as United Methodists relate to that understanding of our 
role and place in life? 

At a recent meeting of The Council of Bishops of The 
United Methodist Church were asked to identify in our 
minds ten poor people who currently were having a major 
influence on our lives. I am ashamed to admit I couldn’t 
identify ten!! I could only think of about three - and I’m 
not sure I would say they are having a major influence on 
my life! God forgive me! 

Ministry WITH the poor is almost a foreign concept to 
most of us who are active members of The United 
Methodist Church. “WITH” is much harder than “TO” 
or “FOR”! And yet, Jesus called us to be involved in 
such a ministry with the poor and oppressed of our soci¬ 
eties. 

We have an opportunity to redirect our involvement. 
We can always start again and try and reorient ourselves 
to “the mind that was in Christ Jesus.” This year we will 
hear more and more about this uncomfortable calling of 
ministry with the poor. I am humbly and fearfully 
preparing myself to try and approach this multi-layered 
ministry. 1 really don’t have the freedom to just stand on 
the train platform and say nothing and do nothing! I 
invite you into this difficult journey as our Conference 
leadership attempts to expose us all to Jesus’ demanding 
call and expectation. Lord have mercy, Christ have 
mercy, Lord have mercy. 

In Christ’s love, 

fell /J\J 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Churches that paid 100 


percent plus special offerings 


The following is a list of churches and pastors which in 

HOLLY GROVE 

David Stewart 

addition to paying 100 percent of their 2010 apportion- 

HUGHES MEMORIAL 

Constance R. Saizon 

ments, paid something in each of the Special Offerings and 
Advanced Special Offerings. 

JACKSON 

JEANERETTE, ST. PETER 
JONESBORO 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Congratulations to all of these Louisiana Conference 
congregations. 

KEATCHIE 

LAFAYETTE, ASBURY 

LAFAYETTE, COVENANT 

R. Dean Register 
Richard H. Humphries 
Chris A. Blanchard 

ALDERSGATE 

Gary Don Willis 

LAFAYETTE, FIRST 

Jan Holloway Curwick 

ALEXANDRIA, ST MARKS 

Ossie D. Clark 

LAKE CHARLES, FIRST 

Weldon C. Bares 

AMITE 

Brady S. Whitton 

LEE'S LANDING 

W. Spiller Milton 

ASBURY 

James A. Graham 

LIVINGSTON 

Stephen A. Hebert 

ASBURY 

Gregory McClay 

LOGANSPORT 

S Kemper Smith 

BARKSDALE 

Paul C. Carroll 

LOGANSPORT, BETHEL 

S Kemper Smith 

BARTHOLOMEW 

Brett R. Pickering 

LUTCHER CHAPEL 

Elva Jacobs 

BATON ROUGE, BROADMOOR 

Fred B. Wideman 

LUTCHER 

Barbara J. Beaumont 

BATON ROUGE, FIRST 

Chris H. Andrews 

MANSFIELD, WESLEY 

Anna Morris Jackson 

BATON ROUGE, JEFFERSON 

Roger D. Lathan 

MCDONALD 

Linda B. Gatlin 

BAYOU SCIE 

Richard C. Hooton 

MEADOWS CHAPEL 

John T. Krause 

BENTON 

T. Lynn Malone 

MINDEN, LAKEVIEW 

Leon A. Boggs 

BETHANY 

Hadley R. Edwards 

MT. MARIAH 

William A. Moon 

BLACKWATER 

Marie Palmer Williams 

MUNHOLLAND 

Malcolm Eugene Finnell 

BLUFF CREEK 

Betty Ann McCarver 

NEW ORLEANS, ST. LUKES 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

BONCHEST 

Oscar E. Player 

OAK GROVE 

L. Wayne Howington 

BOYCE, FIRST 

Eddie Carpenter 

PLAIN DEALING 

Sandra R. DeFatta 

BRUSHWOOD 

John H. Lavo 

PLEASANT HILL 

Jerry Wood 

BUSH 

Byron W. Putnam 

RAYNE 

Carol S. Winn 

CHRIST 

Thomas L. Howe 

ROUND GROVE 

Donny R. Nedd 

CLARENCE, MT. ZION 

Hurvey Sweazie 

RUSTON, GRACE 

Hulen C. Warren 

CORNERSTONE 

E. Andrew Goff 

RUSTON, TRINITY 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

COUSHATTA 

Jonathan S. King 

SCOTT 

Willie Laws 

COUSHATTA, WESLEY CHAPEL 

Jonathan S. King 

SHREVEPORT, FIRST 

R. Pat Day 

CROSS ROADS 

Robert Jeffery Jones 

SLAUGHTER 

Betty Ann McCarver 

CROWVILLE 

Christan L. Thomas 

ST. ANDREWS 

Larry Dean O'Dell 

DARLINGTON 

Paul W. Carter 

ST. LUKE SIMPSON 

Karl S. Klaus 

DAY'S 

Larry D. Robertson 

ST. MARK 

Derrick D. Hills 

DEQUINCY 

Gerald R. Crise 

ST. MARK'S 

Antonio E. Ranero 

ETHEL 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

SULPHUR, HENNING MEMORIAL 

Douglas L. Cain 

FRANCIS ASBURY 

William Odell Simmons 

SUMMER GROVE 

Mark A. Bray 

GONZALES, FIRST 

Mark J. Goins 

THOMAS 

Erica R. Jenkins 

GRACE COMMUNITY 

Robert A. Weber 

WAXIA, ST. PAUL 

Marvette J. Thomas 

HALL SUMMIT 

Robert Jeffery Jones 

WESTLAKE 

Elizabeth M. Northen 

HODGE 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

WILTON 

Michael P. Caffery 


WISNER Frances I. Guy 

ZACHARY FIRST Gregory Raymond Davis 

ZWOLLE Richard C. Hooton 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottril Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church and is published 
twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, 

$30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana 
Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference 
on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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LOUISIANA CONFERENCE 
LAY DELEGATE INFORMATION FORM 


Name: 


Home 

Address: 

Street 

City/State 

Zip 

E-mail Address: 



Phone: 



Local Church Membership: 



District: 




Lay delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences shall 
have been members of The United Methodist Church for at least 
two years and shall have been active participants in The United 
Methodist Church for at least four years. (Par. 36, Article V, The 
Book of Discipline) 

I wish to serve as a delegate to General Conference 
(April 24 - May 4, 2012 in Tampa, Florida) and 
Jurisdictional Conference (July 18-21, 2012, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma) because: 


Church Leadership (Local church responsibilities, present 
and past): 


District offices held: 


Conference offices held: 


Others: 


Occupation/work: 


Community involvement: 


I meet the membership qualifications and am willing and 
able to commit the time necessary to participate in 
General and/or Jurisdictional Conference, including 
preparation time as well as attendance at Conference. 


Please sign here 
Please be concise. 

Mail by March 31, 2011, to: 

Louisiana Annual Conference 
Lay Delegate Application 
527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 




United Methodist Bishop William W. Hutchinson gives the sermon during 
morning worship at the 2008 United Methodist General Conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. 


Delegates, from Page 1 

Church law (The Book of Discipline) pro¬ 
vides that no person or organization except 
the General Conference has authority to 
speak for the denomination. Meeting sites 
rotate among the five geographic jurisdic¬ 
tions of the denomination, with the 2012 
General Conference being scheduled for 
April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Florida, and 
Jurisdictional Conference to be held in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on July 18-21, 
2012. 

Church law limits General Conference 
to a maximum of 1,000 delegates - half 
clergy, half lay - and requires that each 
annual conference have at least one dele¬ 
gate from each order. Beyond that, a con¬ 
ference’s representation is based on the 
number of lay members and clergy mem¬ 
bers in the conference, as compared to 
worldwide denominational membership 
figures. For the Jurisdictional Conference 
delegation, the Book of Discipline allows 
each annual conference to elect “twice the 
number of its General Conference dele¬ 
gates.” 

In the last quadrennium, there were 
five (5) lay and five (5) clergy delegates 
elected to attend General Conference from 
Louisiana (and twice that number to 
Jurisdictional Conference). Laity elect lay 
delegates, and clergy elect clergy delegates. 
The first delegates elected will fill both 
General Conference and Jurisdictional 
Conference delegation needs, with addi¬ 
tional elections completing the 
Jurisdictional Conference delegation. The 
number of delegates for the 2012 confer¬ 
ences from our conference will be a total of 
five lay and five clergy. 

The General Conference revises The 
Book of Discipline (The United Methodist 
book of church law) and our denomina¬ 
tion’s “Social Principles," and adopts reso¬ 
lutions on various current moral, social, 
public policy and economic issues. It also 
approves plans and budgets for churchwide 
programs for the next four years. Delegates 
may also propose amendments to the 
church’s Constitution, but those must be 
ratified later in the annual conferences. 
General Conference also elects members of 


the Judicial Council, the church’s “supreme 
court," and some members of churchwide 
agencies. 

Our South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference, which also meets every four 
years for purposes including the election of 
bishops and selection of members of gener¬ 
al boards and agencies, will be held on July 
18-21, 2012, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
The South Central Jurisdiction includes 15 
annual conferences spanning eight states, 
including Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Texas, as well as the south 
border of the Navajo Indian Nation in 
northeastern Arizona. 

In addition to meeting the basic qualifi¬ 
cations for election, delegates should be 
able and committed to attend all preconfer¬ 
ence preparatory meetings, to read and 
study the substantial amount of proposed 
legislation, to participate in the interview¬ 
ing of prospective candidates for the epis¬ 
copacy, and to attend and actively partici¬ 
pate in the approximately three weeks of 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
While some funding may be provided by 
the Louisiana Conference to the elected 
delegates to help defray their expenses, it 
will not cover all expenses associated with 
being a delegate. 

Those wishing to place their names in 
nomination are asked to complete the 
“Louisiana Conference Lay Delegate 
Information Form,” found in this issue of 
Louisiana Now and also available for 
downloading on the Conference’s Web Site 
(la-umc.org), and to return the completed 
form to the Conference Office no later than 
March 31, 2011. Booklets including the 
completed forms of applicants will be dis¬ 
tributed at preconference meetings and at 
Annual Conference. While nominations 
may also be taken from the floor at Annual 
Conference, timely completion and sub¬ 
mission of the forms will give conference 
voters needed information about the quali¬ 
fications and experience of those wishing 
to be considered for election as delegates. 

Thank you very much for your prayers, 
consideration, and attention to this invita¬ 
tion. 
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Louisiana Annual Conference Camping Program: 





'registrations) 


SUMMER 2011 


Camp Fire & Smores, Swimming, cool Bible Stories, fun worship, whip cream painting, crafts, Ad¬ 
venture Playground, mini golf, and fun games. A great first time one night camp with friendly 
trained counselors. Parents are welcome to come, just pay same fee as camper. 


7 thru 10 yrs old 
$125 

June 26-28 


Beginner's archery, games, swimming, cool worship and devotions, songs, crafts, hiking, adventure 
playground, mini golf, and yummy URC food! A great camp for first or second time campers for 
two nights led by our friendly, fun staff! 


_ 9 thru 12 yrs old 

, ' 5 $255 * 

June 12-17 July 10-15 

Rock Climbing Tower, Low Ropes Course, Swimming and slide, huge banana split, archery, mini 
golf, pool party, Bible studies, exciting worship, camp fire, jell-o fight and tons of camp fun. 


=:=-== =?= 11 thru 14 yrs old : 

training $280 training 

June 19-24 July 17-22 

Rock Climbing Tower, Low & High Ropes Course, Canoe trip on the river, exciting praise and wor¬ 
ship, awesome Bible studies, talent show, archery, mini golf, swimming and slide, pool party, huge 
banana split, jell-o fight, hot dog cookout and an abundance of URC fun! 


June 26-July 1 


11 thru 15 yrs old 
$255 


July 24-29 


*ALL OUTDOOR ADVENTURE!* Sleep in yurts at our outdoor village. Cook breakfast and dinner 
over the fire (Lunch in Dining Hall), fun Climbing Tower, Canoe trip on the river, archery. Low & 
High Ropes Course, pool party, talent show, exciting worship, cool Bible study, swim and slide, 
mini golf, games & fun! 


=aiw=SB±£ss*«55= 15 thru 19 yrs old jHwg|i(yps|'i 

7irt7.i-riii.r- $280 

June 19-24 July 17-22 

Rock Climbing Tower, Low & High Ropes Course, Canoe trip, huge banana split, camp fire, pool 
party, talent show, awesome worship and Bible studies, archery, mini golf, outdoor games and 
sports, swimming, and plenty of hang time with friends and staff. 



Choose La. UM Conference camps! 


Each and every event found in the 
Louisiana United Methodist camp program 
is fully charged with tons of excitement 
and fun. 

Uskichitto Retreat Center (LeBlanc, 
La.), Camp Istrouma (Greenwell Springs, 
La.), and Caney Conference Centre 
(Minden, La.) provide fun and fellowship 
for kids looking for a positive summer 
experience. 

Louisiana United Methodist Conference 
camps are dedicated to providing an envi¬ 
ronment that encourages team work, cour¬ 
tesy and gratitude bundled with fun and 
plenty of laughs. Most importantly we are 
all about sharing the life-changing love of 
God through Jesus Christ to young people 
and encouraging them in their daily walk 
with Him. 

Each of these three camp programs 
holds a special place in the hearts of many 
children and adults, not just because of the 
exciting adventures and fun memories, but 
because their lives are changed in the name 
of Jesus Christ! We pray as you check out 
our websites, visit us on Facebook, and 
hopefully visit us soon in person that you 
will experience a welcome sense of hospi¬ 
tality, a place set apart for you where your 
life will be changed. Our sincere prayer is 
that one of these camps will become a spe¬ 
cial place for you, too. Campers can expe¬ 
rience Low and High Ropes Course, Nine- 
hole Miniature Golf, AWESOME 35 Foot 
Rock Climbing Tower, Adventure 
Playground, Exciting Worship and Bible 
Study, Archery, Swimming, Canoe Trips, 
Camp Fires, and Pool Parties, depending 
on which camp you choose. 


Our number one priority is the safety 
and well being of every camper! The direc¬ 
tors and staff of Uskichitto Retreat Center, 
Camp Istrouma and Caney Conference 
Centre know how important it is to make 
sure your children are safe. We dedicate 
ourselves to taking care of your kids just 
like one of our own, so you can rest 
assured in knowing your children are safe 
while they are having a blast at camp! 

Dawn and Jason Wright, Directors 
Uskichitto Retreat Center 
POBox 118 
Le Blanc, LA 70651 
(337) 738-4218 
directors@campurc.com 
www. campurc .com 

Garth and Monique Frenzel, Directors 
Camp Istrouma 
P. O. Box 333 

Greenwell Springs, LA 70739 
(225) 261-2089 
www.campistrouma.com 

Jaimie Moore 
Caney Conference Centre 
P. O. Box 707 
Minden, LA 71058 
(318) 377-6756 
managr@caney camp .com 
www.caneycamp.com 
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Experience the fun in a Christian environment 



Caney Conference Centre 

June 10-12 PRE-CAMP 
(Entering 3rd & 4th Grade) $100 
June 13-17 Junior-High & Senior-High 
(Entering 7th through 12th Grade) $250 
June 20-24 Junior-High & Senior-High 
(Entering 7th thru 12th Grade) $250 
June 27-July 1 Elementary 
(Entering 5th & 6th Grade) $250 
July 11-15 CCE 

July 18-22 Grace Camp 

\Ne are very excited about our new camping scedule this 
summer. Junior and Senior High will have two opportunities 
to worship together while keeping social and learning activi¬ 
ties in separate, age appropriate groups. Dynamic worship 
leadership , outstanding music and home cooking will make 
this summer the one to beat. 


Contact Jaimie Moore at (318) 377-6756 
or Anita Shelton at (318) 470-6365 



Follow us on Facebook 


CAMP ISTROUMA 


Summer Camp 2011 is around the corner. Our staff is eagerly awaiting the 
campers’ arrival. “Developing Disciples, Forming Friendships, and Impacting 
Lives Forever” is our motto. Please allow us to impact your camper’s life with 
an unforgettable week of camp through this ministry of loving your camper 
and loving our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Please note the grades listed below represent the grade the camper will enter in the fall. 

Journey with Jesus I 3rd 4th & 5th grade May 30th - June 2nd $260 

Great Games, Swimming, Cool Worship, Blob, Skits, Devotions, Canvas Slide, 

Crafts, Zip Line over the Lake, Hiking, Campfire and yummy Camp Istrouma Food. 
This is a great first or second time camp with our Friendly and Fun Counselors. Tons 
of fun awaits you! 

Discovering God I 4th 5th & 6th grade June 6th - 10th $280 

Discovering God II 4th 5th & 6th grade July 11th - 15th $280 

Climbing Tower, Low ropes course, Blob, Canvas Slide, Zip line, Interactive Bible 
Study, Skits, Talent Show, Great Games, Campfire with S’mores, Exciting Worship, 
New Friends. Come join the FUN! 

Pathfinders I 6th 7th & 8th grade June 13th - 17th $280 

Pathfinders II 7th 8th & 9th grade June 20th - 24th $280 

Pathfinders III 6th 7th & 8th grade July 18th - 22th $280 

Messy Mud Pit, Blob, Canvas Slide, Climbing wall, Low ropes, Hiking, Exciting 
Praise and Worship, Talent show, Zip line, Great Games, Awesome Small Group 
Studies, Campfire Cookout, and Camp Friends. We have been waiting for you all 
year! 

Senior SonRise 9th 10th 11th & 12th grade July 25th - 29th $280 

Camp Friends, Great Counselors, Blob, Messy Mud Pit, Low ropes, Hiking, Climbing 
tower, Canvas Slide, Capture the Flag, Scavenger Hunt, Campfire with S’mores, 
Quiet time, Praise and Worship, Talent Show, Yummy food and Small Group. Jesus is 
calling your Name! 

Register Online: www.campistrouma.com 

Schedule info: http://www.campistrouma.com/summer-camp/camp-sessions 
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Churches that paid 100 percent of apportionments 


Congratulations to the Louisiana Conference churches 
that paid 100 percent of all Conference apportionments in 
2010. What a remarkable achievement during these trying 
economic time! Thanks to all of the churches that paid 100 
percent. 

ACADIANA 

ABBEVILLE 
ABBEVILLE, BRIGGS 
BALDWIN, TRINITY 
BAYOU GOULA, ST. LUKE 
BELLE ROSE, ST. JAMES 
BERWICK, FIRST 
BERWICK, MASON 
BROUSSARD, FAITH COMMUNITY 
DONALDSONVILLE, FIRST 
DONALDSONVILLE, ST. PETER 
DULAC, CLANTON CHAPEL 
FRANKLIN, ASBURY 
FRANKLIN, FIRST 
FRANKLIN, MT ZION 
GRAY, MT. VERNON 
HOUMA, BAYOU BLUE 
HOUMA, FIRST 
HOUMA, WESLEY 
JEANERETTE, ST. PETER 
JEANERETTE, MCGOWEN 
JEANERETTE, ST. PAUL 
KROTZ SPRINGS 
LAFAYETTE, ASBURY 
LAFAYETTE, COVENANT 
LAFAYETTE, FIRST 
LAFAYETTE, MALLALIEU IMMANUEL 
LETTSWORTH, SCOTT CHAPEL 
LOTTIE, GREEN CHAPEL 
LOTTIE, WILEY 
LOTTIE, WILSON MEMORIAL 
LUTCHER CHAPEL 
LUTCHER 
LYDIA 

MARINGOUIN, SHILOH 
MARINGOUIN, ST. PETER 
MATHEWS, MEMORIAL 
MELVILLE 

MORGAN CITY, PHARR CHAPEL 
MORGAN CITY, WALMSLEY 
NAPOLEONVILLE, WESLEY 
NEW IBERIA, FIRST 
NEW IBERIA, MT. ZION 
NEW IBERIA, ST JAMES 
NEW ROADS, FIRST 
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA MEMORIAL 
OPELOUSAS, ST. MARK 
PALMETTO 
PATTERSON 
PECAN ISLAND 
PLAQUEMINE, HURST 
ROSEDALE 

ROSEDALE, HARTZELL 
ST. MARTINVILLE, MALLALIEU 
THIBODAUX, CALVARY 
THIBODAUX, FIRST 
THIBODAUX, MAGNOLIA 
VACHERIE 

VERDUNVILLE, FITZGERALD 
WAXIA, ST. PAUL 


ALEXANDRIA 


ALEXANDRIA, FIRST 

BARRY HOEKSTRA 

ALEXANDRIA, ST MARKS 

OSSIE D. CLARK 

ALEXANDRIA, TRINITY 

RICHARD C. BUSHNELL 

ASBURY 

JAMES A. GRAHAM 

ATLANTA 

KENNETH W. HOLT 

BAYOU CHICOT 

ROSS C. FORD 

BELAH 

LYNDLE R. BULLARD 

BETHEL 

WILLIAM R. MORRIS 

BEULAH 

RAY R. SPILLER 

BOONEVILLE MEMORIAL 

JAMES E. RAY 

BOYCE, FIRST 

EDDIE CARPENTER 

BUNKIE, TRINITY 

MARY LOUISE JONES 

CAMPTI, ST. PAUL 

HURVEY SWEAZIE 

CHENEYVILLE 

ROSS C. FORD 

CHENEYVILLE, ST. PAUL 

MARY LOUISE JONES 

CLARENCE, MT. ZION 

HURVEY SWEAZIE 

COLFAX 

JASON H. SHEPPARD 

COULEY 

THOMAS G. MAY 

DAVID HAAS MEMORIAL 

JOE A. HOOVER 

EDEN 

PAUL CURTIS CARROLL 

EFFIE, OAK GROVE 

RICHARD WADE ARNOLD 

EMMANUEL 

JAMES A. GRAHAM 

EVERGREEN 

GLADYS MILLER 


JOHN L. VINING 
JUNIUS EGBY 
BARRY A. WHITTINGTON 
THOMAS A. WESLEY 
ELVA JACOBS 
AMANDA CARPENTER 
CHARLES HILL 
NANCY E. WOFFORD 
BARBARA J. BEAUMONT 
GAYNELL R. SIMON 
KIRBY A. VERRET 
DARREL W. BRIGGS 
SUSAN C. PUGH 
CHARLES HILL 
JOSEPH HOLLAND 
CALVIN JEFFREY DUKE 
R. DON ROSS 
TERRY A. LINDSEY 

ERIN J. OLIVER 
DARREL W. BRIGGS 
TED FINE 

RICHARD H. HUMPHRIES 
CHRIS A. BLANCHARD 
JAN H. CURWICK 
MARGUERITE JENKINS 
INITA L. SMITH 
LEROY R. BRUMFIELD 
LEROY R. BRUMFIELD 
TED FINE 
ELVA JACOBS 
BARBARA J. BEAUMONT 
CAGE M. MCLEMORE 
EMMETT C. COLLINS 
EMMETT C. COLLINS 
CALVIN JEFFREY DUKE 
KENNETH B. CHAPMAN 
LAMAR C. OLIVER 
ELAINE C. SMITH 
ALBERT HOLLAND 
SCOTT T. BULLOCK 
FULTON A. RAYMOND 
JUNIUS EGBY 
JEREMY S. JONES 
PAMELA FITCH ROY 
CLIFTON C. CONRAD 
KENNETH B. CHAPMAN 
AARON J. CARPENTER 
JOHN L. VINING 
THOMAS A. WESLEY 
JEREMY S. JONES 
ULYSSE STEPHENS 

ROBERT E. JOHNSON 
DONALD L. WILKINSON 
ROBERT E. JOHNSON 
TERRY A. LINDSEY 
CHARLES HILL 
MARVETTE J. THOMAS 


FERRIDAY 

GLENMORA 

HINESTON, FELLOWSHIP 
HORSESHOE DRIVE 
JENA, NOLLEY MEMORIAL 
JONESVILLE 
LAHEY CHAPEL 
LECOMPTE 
LIBERTY CHAPEL 
MANY 

MARKSVILLE 

MELDER, ST. MARKS 

MONTGOMERY 

MONTGOMERY, MT. ZION 

NATCHITOCHES, FIRST 

NATCHITOCHES, OAK GROVE 

NEWMAN 

OAKDALE 

OLLA 

PALESTINE 
PINE PRAIRIE 
PINEVILLE, FIRST 
PLEASANT GROVE 
POLLOCK 
SANDERS CHAPEL 
SIMMESPORT 
ST. MAURICE 
STRANGE 

TROUT, JUSTISS MEMORIAL 

UNION CHAPEL 

URANIA 

VIDALIA 

WEAVER 

WHITE'S CHAPEL 

WILTON 

WINNFIELD, FIRST 

BATON ROUGE 

AMITE 

ANDREW CHAPEL 
ASBURY 
BAKER, FIRST 

BATON ROUGE, BROADMOOR 

BATON ROUGE, FIRST 

BATON ROUGE, JEFFERSON 

BEECH GROVE 

BETHEL 

BLACKWATER 

BLUFF CREEK 

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL 

CARPENTERS CHAPEL 

CENTER 

CLEAR CREEK 

CLINTON 

CLINTON, MT. ZION 
CONCORD 

CONVENT, ST. JAMES 

COOPER'S CHAPEL 

CORBIN 

DARLINGTON 

DAY'S 

DEERFORD 

DENHAM SPRINGS, FIRST 
ETHEL 

ETHEL, ST. PAUL 
FAITHFUL 
FRANCIS ASBURY 
FRIENDSHIP 
GONZALES, FIRST 
GREENSBURG 

GREENSBURG, WESLEY CHAPEL 

HAMMOND, FIRST 

HOPE COMMUNITY 

HUFF CHAPEL 

HUGHES MEMORIAL 

INDEPENDENCE 

INGLESIDE 

JACKSON 

JACKSON CHAPEL 

JAMES CHAPEL 

JORDAN 

KENTWOOD 

LEE'S LANDING 

LIVINGSTON 

LORANGER 

MAGNOLIA 

MANGUM CHAPEL 

MEADOWS CHAPEL 

MONTPELIER 

MOSES CHAPEL 

MT. CARMEL 

MT. HERMON 


RAY L. VARNADO 
W. MARK STRICKLAND 
RICHARD C. BUSHNELL 
TRACY L. MACKENZIE 
LYNDLE R. BULLARD 
MARLA C. MUNN 
DAVID NUGENT 
ROSS C. FORD 
EDDIE CARPENTER 
C. FRANCES J. HOOTON 
RICHARD WADE ARNOLD 
HURVEY SWEAZIE 
KENNETH W. HOLT 
KENNETH W. HOLT 
DOUG DE GRAFFENRIED 
JOHN R. FOSTER 
JOSEPH D. AWOTWI 
W. MARK STRICKLAND 
PAUL CURTIS CARROLL 
GENE M. FAURIE 
W. MARK STRICKLAND 
RICKY L. WILLIS 
HENRY C. BLOUNT 
EDDIE CARPENTER 
THOMAS G. MAY 
RICHARD WADE ARNOLD 
LAWANDA F. SMITH 
JOHN Q DOE 
PAUL CURTIS CARROLL 
SANDRA ANN WILLIAMS 
PAUL CURTIS CARROLL 
RAY L. VARNADO 
RAY R. SPILLER 
JOE A. HOOVER 
MICHAEL P. CAFFERY- 
JAYNE TRAMMELL-KELLY 


BRADY S. WHITTON 
ISAAC L. HAMMOND 
GREGORY MCCLAY 
ERNEST EUGENE RIVES 
FRED B. WIDEMAN 
CHRIS H. ANDREWS 
ROGER D. LATHAN 
INITA L. SMITH 
ERNEST EUGENE RIVES 
MARIE P. WILLIAMS 
BETTY ANN MCCARVER 
DARLENE A. MOORE 
L. JOHN LOCASCIO 
LARRY D. ROBERTSON 
KENNETH M. GRAHAM 
KENNETH M. GRAHAM 
YVONNE PIPER DAYRIES 
JESSE L. MEANS 
GAYNELL R. SIMON 
JOHN G. DESCHNER 
DONALD RAY YOUNG 
PAUL W. CARTER 
LARRY D. ROBERTSON 
JIMMIE S. PARKER 
ROBERT L. DEICH 
KIBBIE E. HATFIELD 
YVONNE PIPER DAYRIES 
RUSSELL S. CLUNAN 
W. ODELL SIMMONS 
LEWIS M. MORRIS 
MARK J. GOINS 
H. NORMAN CAMPBELL 

JOSEPH M. DONAKEY 
H. LOUIS JONES 
MILTON E. BOURQUE 
CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
REID G. DAY 
DAVID L. BRICKER 
KIBBIE E. HATFIELD 
CLARK L. CLARK 
JIMMIE S. PARKER 
DAVIS W. CLARK 
PERCY MAC FRAZIER 
W. SPILLER MILTON 
STEPHEN A. HEBERT 
JOHN G. DESCHNER 
LEWIS M. MORRIS 
TIM A. GILMORE 
JOHN T. KRAUSE 
DONALD RAY YOUNG 
GLORIOUS M. WRIGHT 
CLARK L. CLARK 
PERCY MAC FRAZIER 


NEELY 

NESOM MEMORIAL 

NEW HOPE 

NEW RIVER 

PINE GROVE 

PINE RIDGE 

PONCHATOULA, FIRST 

ROBERTS 

SCOTT 

SLAUGHTER 

SPRINGFIELD, FIRST 

SPRINGFIELD, ST. JAMES 

ST. ANDREWS 

ST. FRANCISVILLE 

ST. JOHNS 

ST. LANDRY 

ST. LUKE 

ST. LUKES 

ST. MARK 

ST. PAULS 

ST. PETER 

TANGIPAHOA 

TUNICA 

UNIVERSITY 

WALKER 

WATSON, LIVE OAK 
WESLEY CHAPEL 
WESLEY, BATON ROUGE 
WILSON, WESLEY 
ZACHARY FIRST 


BASILE 

BRANCH 

CAMERON, WAKEFIELD 

CHURCH POINT 

CROWLEY, FIRST 

DEQUINCY 

DERIDDER, FIRST 

DERIDDER, WESLEY 

EBENEZER 

ELIZABETH 

ELTON 

EUNICE 

FAIRVIEW 

FLORIEN, MACEDONIA 
FLORIEN, PROSPECT 
GRAND CHENIER 
GUEYDAN 
HACKBERRY 
HAYES 

HOLLY GROVE 
HOPEWELL 
HORNBECK 
INDIAN BAYOU 
IOTA 

IOWA, FIRST 

JENNINGS 

KAPLAN 

KINDER 

LAKE ARTHUR 

LAKE CHARLES, FIRST 

LAKE CHARLES, UNIVERSITY 

LEESVILLE, FIRST 

MALLALIEU 

MERRYVILLE 

MOSS BLUFF 

OBERLIN 

PINE GROVE 

RAYMOND 

RAYNE, CENTENARY 

ROANOKE 

SQUYRES 

ST. LUKE SIMPSON 

SULPHUR, HENNING MEMORIAL 

SULPHUR, MAPLEWOOD 

SULPHUR, WESLEY 

SWEETLAKE 

VINTON, WELSH MEM 

WARREN 

WELSH, FIRST 

WESTLAKE 


LAKE CHARLES 


ARNOLD V. BROWN 
ERNEST RAND GUY 
JESSE L. MEANS 
RUSSELL S. CLUNAN 

KEVIN SMITH 
KENNETH R. BOWMAN 
DEBORAH B. WILLIAMS 
WILLIE LAWS 
BETTY ANN MCCARVER 
EMILE E. TOSSO 
REID G. DAY 
LARRY DEAN O'DELL 
DANIEL P. GLEASON 
TIMOTHY E. LAWSON 
CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
MARGUERITE J. RHEAMS 
FREDDIE C. HENDERSON 
DERRICK D. HILLS 
FREDDIE C. HENDERSON 
CLARK L. CLARK 
KEVIN SMITH 
MICHAEL CLARK 
VAN A. STINSON 
A. JEFF HILLIARD 
MARK EDWARD CROSBY 
W. SPILLER MILTON 
JOE D. CONNELLY 
GREGORY MCCLAY 
GREGORY R. DAVIS 


CHARLES L. FLOYD 
JAMES BRYANT MOORE 

ELAINE M. BURLEIGH 
GERALD R. CRISE 
MICHAEL D. MCLAURIN 
JAMES C. SKINNER 
CHARLES L. FLOYD 
MARY ANN CARLSON 
STEVEN BELLARD 
DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
RICHARD A. BAGGETT 

RAYMOND H. LEIDIG 
JAMES BRYANT MOORE 
LAMARYLIS S. COTTEN 
PEGGY B. FOREMAN 

DAVID STEWART 
MARY ANN CARLSON 
RAYMOND H. LEIDIG 
G. LARRY MAXWELL 
DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
DAVID R. DEWITT 
TED D. FREELAND 
G. LARRY MAXWELL 
DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
LAMARYLIS S. COTTEN 
WELDON C. BARES 
CHARLES R. LANGFORD 
HENRY M. HAMILTON 
JOHN H. WHALEY 
JAMES C. SKINNER 
JOSHUA D. MILLIRON 
STEVEN BELLARD 
MARY ANN CARLSON 
DOROTHY J. SMITH 
CHARLES L. FLOYD 
DOROTHY J. SMITH 
JUAN CARLOS HUERTAS 
KARL S. KLAUS 
DOUGLAS L. CAIN 
RHONDA E. FEURTADO 
PEGGY B. FOREMAN 
JAMES BRYANT MOORE 
KATHY C. FITZHUGH 
ANICE N. MOSES 
CHARLES W. CREWS 
ELIZABETH M. NORTHEN 
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MONROE 

ANSLEY 
ANTIOCH, EROS 
BARTHOLOMEW 
BASKIN 

BASTROP, FIRST 

BEECH GROVE 

BEEKMAN 

BERNICE 

BEULAH 

BIRDS CHAPEL 

BOEUF PRAIRIE 

CALHOUN, MOUNT ZION 

CENTERPOINT 

CHATHAM 

CLAIBORNE 

CLAY 

COLLINSTON 

COLUMBIA 

CREW LAKE 

CROWVILLE 

DODSON 

DOUGLAS 

DOWNSVILLE 

DUBACH 

EPPS 

EROS 

FARMERVILLE 

GILBERT 

GRAYSON 

HARMONY CHAPEL 

HARRISONBURG 

HODGE 

HOLLY RIDGE 

JONESBORO 

LAKE PROVIDENCE 

LEA JOYNER MEMORIAL 

LITTLE CREEK 

LOCUST GROVE 

MANGHAM 

MARION 

MCGUIRE 

MER ROUGE 

MONROE, FIRST 

MONROE, MEMORIAL 

MT. NEBO 

MT. SINAI 

NEW HOPE 

NEWELLTON 

OAK GROVE 

OAK RIDGE 

PIONEER 

QUITMAN 

RAYVILLE 

REVEILLE 

RUSTON, GRACE 

RUSTON, MEMORIAL 

RUSTON, TRINITY 

RUSTON, WESLEY CHAPEL 

SALEM 

SICILY ISLAND 

SIMSBORO, ANTIOCH 

ST. ANDREW'S 

ST. JAMES 

ST. JOSEPH 

ST. MARK'S 

ST. PAUL'S 

ST. PETER 

SUMMERFIELD 

TALLULAH 

UNION 

WEST MONROE, FAITH 
WEST MONROE, FIRST 
WINNSBORO 
WISNER 
WOODLAWN 

NEW ORLEANS 

ALDERSGATE 
ALGIERS 
ANGIE, LIVE OAK 
ASBURY 
AURORA 
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DALTON E. RUSHING 
JOSEPH ZHONG GUO 
BRETT R. PICKERING 
MARY ANNE COLLIE 
MARK B. BENGE 
JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
BRETT R. PICKERING 
JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
LISA THOMISEE MAYO 
WILLIAM EDWARD SMITH 
REX STEPHEN BARKER 
WILLARD WAYNE RAY 
DALTON E. RUSHING 
LALA BALL COOPER 
WILLIAM F. FOSTER 
JOHN E. FINCH 
MARK B. BENGE 
M. STUART SHERMAN 
MARSHALL A. SEVIER 
CHRISTAN L. THOMAS 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
M. ROLLY WALKER 
GLORIA L. YOUNGBLOOD 
DONALD W. LANIER 
LYNN MERRILL 
JOSEPH ZHONG GUO 
TRUMAN P. STAGG 
FRANCES I. GUY 
CHRISTMAS C. WILBUR 
DONALD W. LANIER 

BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
WILLIAM G. WALLER 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
OWEN H. PEYTON 
A. WAYNE EVANS 
DANA THRASH 
WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
MARSHALL A. SEVIER 
WILLIAM EDWARD SMITH 
MICHAEL T. HEAD 
MOLLIE ANN MCGEE 
R. LARRY STAFFORD 
JIMMIE D. PYLES 
ISAAC BROWN 
ISAAC BROWN 
BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
JOHN HENRY WILKINS 
WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
JUDITH D. BAZER 
LYNN MERRILL 
LETTY L. STRAWBRIDGE 
JOHN ROBERT BLACK 
MARCELLE F. CROW 
HULEN C. WARREN 
DANNY D. BASKIN 
JERRY G. HILBUN 
DALTON R. SHOVAN 
DANNY D. BASKIN 

STEVEN JOE KOSKIE 
JUDITH D. BAZER 
THELMA J. STEVENSON 
RAYMON L. OWENS 
ANTONIO E. RANERO 
J. RODDY TAYLOR 
SONIA D. GEE 
JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
JOHN R. KAVANAUGH 
DANA THRASH 
JAMES W. BARRETT 
JON E. TELLIFERO 
JOHN G. HANKINS 
FRANCES I. GUY 
NEWTON M. HORNE 


GARY DON WILLIS 
REBECCA D. CONNER 
TERRENCE S. AUGUST 
ANDREW J. DOUGLAS 
SIMON CHIGUMIRA 


BETHANY 
BOGALUSA, ESM 
BOYNTON 

BROOKS SHAW TEMPLE 
BURAS, TRINITY 
BUSH 

CARROLLTON 
CENTENARY 
CHALMETTE, COVENANT 
CORNERSTONE 
COVINGTON, FIRST 
DESTREHAN, ST. CHARLES 
EL MESIAS 
FIRST GRACE UMC 
FIRST STREET P W 
FISHER 
FITZGERALD 
GRAND ISLE 
HAHNVILLE, ST. JAMES 
HARAHAN, ST. PAUL'S 
HARRY'S CHAPEL 
HARTZELL 

HARTZELL MT. ZION 
HAVEN TRINITY 

HAYES CHAPEL 
KENNER, FIRST 
LACOMBE 
LAKE VISTA 
LAPLACE, FIRST 
LULING 

MARY'S CHAPEL 

METAIRIE 

MOUNT ZION 

MUNHOLLAND 

NEW ORLEANS, ST. LUKES 

NEW ORLEANS, ST. MARKS 

NEWELL 

PARKER 

PEARL RIVER 

PEOPLES 

PHILIPS MEMORIAL 

RAYNE 

SLIDELL, FIRST 
ST. MATTHEW 
ST. MATTHEW’S 
ST. TIMOTHY ON N.S 
SUN 

THIRKIELD 

THOMAS 

VARNADO 

WALDHEIM 

WESLEY RAY 

WILLIAMS ROSS 

WINAN 

SHREVEPORT 

ARCADIA 

ARIZONA 

ATHENS 

BARKSDALE 

BAYOU SCIE 

BENTON 

BETHANY 

BIENVILLE 

BONCHEST 

BOSSIER CITY, ASBURY 

BOSSIER CITY, FELLOWSHIP 

BOSSIER CITY, FIRST 

BRUSHWOOD 

CASTOR 

CHRIST 

COLQUITT 

COTTON VALLEY 

COUSHATTA 

COUSHATTA, WESLEY CHAPEL 

CROSS ROADS 

DOYLINE 

ELLERBE ROAD 

EVERGREEN 

FAIRFIELD 


HADLEY R. EDWARDS 
THOMAS EARL DOLPH 
KERMIT C. ROBERSON 
EUNICE CHIGUMIRA 
DAVID C. CARLTON 
BYRON W. PUTNAM 
JON M. LORD 
STEVEN J. PORTER 
MONICA GAYLE MONK 
E. ANDREW GOFF 
BYRON W. PUTNAM 
JULIET P SPENCER 
SAMUEL CALVO 
SHAWN M. ANGLIM 
MARTHA MARIE ORPHE 
STEVEN J. PORTER 
WILLIAM V. TURNER 
JAMES WENDELL REID 
MARVA L. MITCHELL 
SHARON D. ZEHNER 
LOUIS A. SMITH 
ELENORA M. 
CUSHENBERRY 
ERNEST E. SCOTT 
CHARLES E 
WASHINGTON 
KARL M. CLARK 
STEVEN W. BUSH 
WILLIAM V. TURNER 
NORWOOD N. HINGLE 
REGINA B. HICKMAN 
WAYNE GREY TAYLOR 
TERRENCE S. AUGUST 
JON M. LORD 
LAWRENCE P. GAINES 
M. EUGENE FINNELL 
IRVIN J. BOUDREAUX 
ANITA C. DINWIDDIE 
NOLAN M. ROBINSON 
WILLIAM E. THIELE 
PATTYE D. HEWITT 
EUNICE CHIGUMIRA 
ELENORA M. 
CUSHENBERRY 
CAROL S. WINN 
WYBRA JOSEPH PRICE 
ANDREW J. DOUGLAS 
JEFFERY D. CONNER 
JAMES W. MITCHELL 
PAUL M. CORSE 
LOUIS A. SMITH 
ERICA R. JENKINS 
LAWRENCE K. BENSON 
CHRISTOPHER S. FRYOU 
TERRENCE S. AUGUST 
DALE E. BRANCH 
KARL M. CLARK 


WILLIAM A. MOON 
WILLARD WRAY MOORE 
ROSS W. GENGER 
PAUL C. CARROLL 
RICHARD C. HOOTON 
T. LYNN MALONE 
TODD W. MALLORY 
JACK SUTTON 
OSCAR E. PLAYER 
W. SCOTT ADAMS 
DAVID R. MELVILLE 
DAVID B. DIETZEL 
JOHN H. LAVO 
STEPHANIE T. KIDD 
THOMAS L. HOWE 
WILLARD WRAY MOORE 
BRYAN S. DAUPHIN 
JONATHAN S. KING 
JONATHAN S. KING 
R. JEFFERY JONES 
M ALLYN STROUD 
H. ELIZABETH L. TU'UTA 

SAMUEL L. NEAL 


GIBSLAND 

GILLIAM 

GRACE COMMUNITY 

GRAND CANE 

GREENWOOD 

HALL SUMMIT 

HAUGHTON 

HAYNESVILLE 

HEFLIN 

HOMER, FIRST 

HOMER, WESLEY CHAPEL 

HOSSTON 

IDA 

KEATCHIE 

KEITHVILLE 

KEITHVILLE, FAIRVIEW 

LISBON 

LOGANSPORT 

LOGANSPORT, BETHEL 

LOGANSPORT, MT. ZION 

LONGSTREET 

LOVE CHAPEL 

MANGUM 

MANSFIELD, FIRST 

MANSFIELD, PLEASANT VALLEY 

MANSFIELD, WESLEY 

MCDONALD 

MINDEN, FIRST 

MINDEN, LAKEVIEW 

MINDEN, PLEASANT VALLEY 

MOORINGSPORT 

MT. MARIAH 

NEW LIGHT 

NOEL 

NORTHPOINT 
OAK GROVE 
OIL CITY 
PELICAN 
PILGRIM REST 
PINE GROVE 
PLAIN DEALING 
PLEASANT HILL 
RINGGOLD 
ROSA 

ROUND GROVE 
SHADY GROVE 
SHILOH 
SHONGALOO 

SHREVEPORT, BROADMOOR 
SHREVEPORT, FIRST 
SHREVEPORT, LAKEVIEW 

SHREVEPORT, ST. JAMES 

SHREVEPORT, ST. LUKE'S 

SHREVEPORT, ST. PAUL 

SIBLEY 

SPRINGHILL 

SUMMER GROVE 

VIVIAN 

WALKER'S CHAPEL 

WHITEHALL 

ZWOLLE 


L. WAYNE HOWINGTON 
EMILE A. ROUSSEAU 
ROBERT A. WEBER 
KEN NORTON 
TODD W. MALLORY 
R. JEFFERY JONES 
THOMAS E. DUNGAN 
DAVID J. SHEEHAN 
CAROL D. HEARD 
ROY BRYAN MOORE 
ROY BRYAN MOORE 
EMILE A. ROUSSEAU 
KENDALL R. DOCTER 
R. DEAN REGISTER 
ROBERT G. ROWLAND 
MARION S. HILLS 
TERRY C. WILLIS 
S KEMPER SMITH 
S KEMPER SMITH 
LINDA B. GATLIN 
R. DEAN REGISTER 
JEAN MACK F. SANDERS 
STEVEN W. CARAWAY 
KEN NORTON 
OSCAR E. PLAYER 
ANNA MORRIS JACKSON 
LINDA B. GATLIN 
JOHN A. CANNON 
LEON A. BOGGS 
JAMES W. KENNEDY 
ROBBIN D. HALEY 
WILLIAM A. MOON 
OSCAR E. PLAYER 
FLINT E. SHEA 
STEVEN W. FOWLER 

L. WAYNE HOWINGTON 
ROBBIN D. HALEY 
JERRY WOOD 
SAMUEL L. BRADLEY 
JERRY G. BRANNEN 
SANDRA R. DEFATTA 
JERRY WOOD 

JOHN EDWIN DILWORTH 
KENNETH M. FISHER 
DONNY R. NEDD 
SAMUEL L. NEAL 
R. DEAN REGISTER 
DAVID J. SHEEHAN 
KENNETH WAYNE IRBY 
R. PAT DAY 

M. THERESA 
MCCONNELL 
CHERI LEE GODWIN 
TERRY A. LOVE 
BEVERLY H. CONNELLY 
MILTON K. GELTZ 
WALTER L. PARKER 
MARK A. BRAY 
ELLEN B. MONTEGUDO 
JOHN J. DOWNS 
BRYAN S. DAUPHIN 
RICHARD C. HOOTON 


Free Hymnals Available 

Rev. Ralph Howe, Jr. at Episcopal High School in 
Baton Rouge has 200 hymnals available for donation. 
They are entitled "The Hymnal for Worship and 
Celebration" and were published by Word Music in 
Waco, Texas in 1986. The hymnal is full of familiar 
hymns plus has scripture readings in the back. The 
books are in excellent condition. Please contact Rev. 
Howe at (225) 247-9994. 
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4 ABC’ 

churches - 

Above and Bevond Conffreerations 






Since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit Louisiana in 

BATON ROUGE 


NEWELLTON 

JOHN HENRY WILKINS 

2005, many churches are now giving more than 100 per- 

HOPE COMMUNITY 

H. LOUIS JONES 

RUSTON, TRINITY 

JERRY G. HILBUN 

cent of their apportionments to help subsidize the church- 

LIVINGSTON 

STEPHEN A. HEBERT 

TALLULAH 

JOHN R. KAVANAUGH 

es that are unable to pay 100 percent. 

MOSES CHAPEL 

GLORIOUS M. WRIGHT 

WEST MONROE, FIRST 

JON E. TELLIFERO 

Listed below are the congregations which are consid- 

ROBERTS 

DEBORAH B. WILLIAMS 



ered the “ABC” group (Above and Beyond 

ST. JOHNS 

TIMOTHY E. LAWSON 

NEW ORLEANS 


Congregations). 


ST. LANDRY 

CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 

BETHANY 

HADLEY R. EDWARDS 

ACADIANA 


ST. MARK 

DERRICK D. HILLS 

BOGALUSA, ESM 

THOMAS EARL DOLPH 


WALKER 

A. JEFF HILLIARD 

DESTREHAN, 

JULIET P SPENCER 

FAITH COMMUNITY 

NANCY E. WOFFORD 

B.R.,WESLEY 

JOE D. CONNELLY 

GRAND ISLE 

JAMES WENDELL REID 

HOUMA, WESLEY 

TERRY A. LINDSEY 

WILSON, WESLEY 

GREGORY MCCLAY 

PARKER 

WILLIAM E. THIELE 

KROTZ SPRINGS 

TED FINE 


PHILIPS MEMORIAL 

ELENORA M. 

COVENANT 

CHRIS A. BLANCHARD 

LAKE CHARLES 



CUSHENBERRY 

MALLALIEU IMMANUEL MARGUERITE JENKINS 


THE WELL 

M. JACK O’DELL* 

ST. MARTINVILLE, MALLALIEU 

CROWLEY, FIRST 

ELAINE M. BURLEIGH 

(‘special recognition for contributing even though as a 

THIBODAUX, FIRST 

DONALD L. WILKINSON 

GRAND CHENIER 

JAMES BRYANT MOORE 

new church they were not 

assigned an apportionment) 



INDIAN BAYOU 

G. LARRY MAXWELL 



ALEXANDRIA 


LAKE CHARLES, FIRST 

WELDON C. BARES 

SHREVEPORT 



UNIVERSITY 

CHARLES R. LANGFORD 

NOEL 

FLINT E. SHEA 

PALESTINE 

GENE M. FAURIE 

RAYMOND 

DOROTHY J. SMITH 

MONTGOMERY 

KENNETH WALLACE HOLT 

SQUYRES 

JUAN CARLOS HUERTAS 

ARCADIA 

WILLIAM A. MOON 

JUSTISS MEMORIAL 

PAUL CURTIS CARROLL 

HENNING MEMORIAL 

DOUGLAS L. CAIN 

MINDEN, LAKEVIEW 

LEON A. BOGGS 

MT. ZION 

KENNETH WALLACE HOLT 



HEFLIN 

CAROL D. HEARD 

JONESVILLE 

MARLA C. MUNN 

MONROE 


BOSSIER, FELLOWSHIP 

DAVID R. MELVILLE 

NATCHITOCHES, FIRST DOUGLAS B. DE 


BETHANY 

TODD W. MALLORY 


GRAFFENRIED 

EROS 

JOSEPH ZHONG GUO 

NORTHPOINT 

STEVEN W. FOWLER 


GRAYSON 

CHRISTMAS C. WILBUR 

VIVIAN 

ELLEN B. MONTEGUDO 

LIBERTY CHAPEL 

EDDIE CARPENTER 

MONROE, FIRST 

R. LARRY STAFFORD 




LAYIM volunteer 
reflects on mission 


The following is an exerpt from a blog 
written by Alexa Shankles, daughter of 
Mary Shankles of Ruston. Mary and Alexa 
were part of a Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team that served in Honduras. 

Before the mission, my immediate fam¬ 
ily and all relatives told me I would have a 
"perspective change" on living in America 
and being raised in an affluent area. The 
trip became less of a perspective change, 
as it was a heart change. 1 had been 
blessed to travel to various locations 
throughout my youth, and I knew how dif¬ 
ferent cultures appeared, and how impov¬ 
erished nations felt. And, I presumed 
Honduras would fit into that category. 
Moreover, I was under the impression we 
were traveling to a place where the people 
had nothing. It was our job to bring them 
something. Possibly something tangible 
like Gideon Bibles or clothes for the chil¬ 
dren, maybe aid or health advice. 

Instead, I found that the people of 
Honduras had the something that I was 
searching for! The Holy Spirit's presence 
within the hearts of the young children was 
almost visible. Their radiant smiles were 
that of joy and hope in a literally crum¬ 
bling topography. . .The children that had 
nothing, taught me something. 

“Christlikeness” is the goal of the 
Christian walk. If we stand under the 
Glory of all that the Lord is, and move 
under Christ's example for serving our 
brothers and sisters we will be trans¬ 
formed. Missionary work results in some¬ 
thing magnificent for the believer. It cata¬ 
pults us into a mindset of willingness, a 
desire to transform. . . a hunger to become 
a little more like Christ, our Savior. 











Charitable Giving Through 
Individual Retirement Accounts 

If you are over age 7014, the Federal government 
permits you to rollover up to $100,000 from 
your IRA to your church without increasing your 
taxable income or paying any additional tax. 
These tax-free rollover gifts could be $1,000, 
$10,000 or any amount up to $100,000 this year. 


// 



Retire 


me«t Pl an 


UNiTm Methodist 

foundation 

— vf Lunsiimiii 
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Be tax-smart and help your church. Call us 
about giving through your IRA! 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 
www.umf.org 











For information 
regarding the 
conference-wide 

A Day of Caring: 
Feed My Sheep 

May 14, 2011 

visit the 

Louisiana Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 



First Grace UMC / 2 



Trinity UMC / 4 
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Leadership Summit webcast slated for April 6 


The Council of Bishops, in cooperation 
with the Connectional Table, is sponsoring 
a series of conversations about the role of 
the annual conference and its leaders in 
driving adaptive change for the United 
Methodist Church. 

One key component will be the United 


Methodist Church Leadership Summit, a 
three-hour webcast conversation to be held 
April 6, 2011 beginning at 11 a.m. The 
summit will be webcast from Nashville, 
Tennessee with conversation groups organ¬ 
ized in each episcopal area. Feedback ques¬ 
tions and comments may be sent by email 


to presenters who will respond to as many 
as possible during the last hour of the sum¬ 
mit. The event will be archived and avail¬ 
able for viewing on the internet for 15 
months after the initial webcast. 

See Bishops, page 7 


Opening Doors 



Danielle Blackwood fills a bag with Christmas gifts for the parent of a Head Start child during the Holiday Super Store 
sponsored last December by the Opening Doors ministry of St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. The 
store, and the Opening Doors ministry, are excellent examples of a local church being in ministry with the poor. Local 
churches throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference will participate in a variety of poverty outreach programs—like 
this successful outreach ministry—during “A Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. Congregations are 
asked to design a service project that will be implemented on that day, focusing on the needs of the poor in their 
neighborhood or community. Read more about “A Day of Caring” at www.la-umc.org 


St. John’s UMC reaches out by ‘opening doors’ to community 


BYDONFLER* 

The members of St. John’s United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge have 
always been generous in supporting mis¬ 
sions, but in March of 2001, they decided 
to do more. 

At that time, little or no public funds 
were available to churches. Many private 
sources of funding only provided grants 
to non-profit groups, not churches. To 
gain access to those funds so that they 
could be more effective in serving low 


income families living near the church, 

St. John’s Outreach Committee decided 
to form a non-profit corporation called 
Opening Doors. 

In 2001, Opening Doors started an art 
day camp and a Holiday Super Store. The 
art day camp has operated as a three- 
week program that meets each summer. 
During the camp, the youth participants 
create a large mural. These murals are 
seen throughout the city, with several at 
the Baton Rouge Regional Airport. 


The Holiday Super Store was created 
to get parents involved in the local Head 
Start program attended by their children. 
Parents earned points by volunteering to 
help at the Head Start center, making sure 
the children attended the center regularly, 
and by maintaining a regular attendance 
at their place of employment. The points 
earned are redeemed at the store in late 
November to “purchase” Christmas gifts 
for their children. This helps the parents 

See Opening Doors, page 3 
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ON THE JOURNEY: Walk Today Where Jesus Walked 


Being stranded in any city other than the one where 
you live is no fun! Believe me, I felt like a “pig on ice” 
last week in Dallas when I got iced in by the recent win¬ 
ter blast. When 1 went to the airport to leave the first day 
I was told all flights were cancelled and that I could get 
out the next day about noon. So, I trundled back to the 
hotel I had just left and they took me back in, thank 
goodness! 

The next day Bishop Crutchfield and I went back to 
Love Field to try again to leave. Again we were told all 
flights had been cancelled and we would have to wait yet 
another day. That’s when I decided to rent a car and take 
my chances on an ice-coated highway. Bishop Huie was 
also trying to get out and was going in my general direc¬ 
tion, so I offered to take her to Houston and then I would 
just drive on from there to Baton Rouge. She was elated 
at the thought she could get out of Dallas! 

While renting the car I encountered a young Hispanic 
woman who overheard me mention Houston. That was 
about all the English she understood, but it was enough! 
When I turned around from the counter she asked me 
“Habla Espanol?” And from there we had quite a time - 
me trying to understand and reply to her Spanish; she try¬ 
ing to help me by interjecting what few English words 
she knew. It didn’t take long for me to decipher that she 
wanted to share a car to Houston! 

Not only did this young woman want to go to 
Houston, but also an older woman stepped up to the con¬ 
versation and also wanted to go. She, too, spoke no 
English. Bishop Huie and I agreed we would be happy 
to take them. They needed to get to George Bush 
International Airport where they had a scheduled flight to 
Mexico City, their home. 

The story is too involved for me to try and relate it all. 
Suffice it to say that we made the trip just fine. We 
slipped and slid our way to Ennis, Texas and that was 


where we ran out of the ice. From 
that point on southward we had clear 
sailing, or, 1 should say, clear driving! 

We even got to stop in the famous 
Collin Street Bakery in Corsicana, 
where we had sandwiches and 
bought fruitcake (the bakery’s signa¬ 
ture product!) for the rest of the ride. 

Bishop Huie and I dropped our 
Mexican friends at George Bush 
International, and Bob, Bishop Hide’s 
husband, met us in the Cell Phone 
parking lot and we made the transfer, 
and I was on my way home!! Another five hours, but all 
worth the drive! 

Thinking about that experience I realize so many peo¬ 
ple in the world are stranded, stuck, immobilized, unable 
to navigate the roads of life because of various reasons. 
One of the most insidious immobilizing factors is pover¬ 
ty- 

Egypt has just erupted because the people had reached 
a point of intolerance with a dictator who had bilked the 
nation of billions and had pushed the general population 
so deep into poverty that they reached a breaking point. 
The entire Middle East now looks like a hotbed of possi¬ 
ble insurrection as they realize they can push unwanted 
power out of place and take control of their own lives in 
the hope of a better future for themselves and their fami¬ 
lies. 

In today’s Sunday paper there is a huge article entitled 
“Life in the ruins of Katrina”. It tells of the homeless 
people of New Orleans and their seemingly unre¬ 
deemable life. They are stranded in a sea of poverty and 
there doesn’t seem to be a way for them to get out. 

Listen to this quote. “New Orleans is struggling to deal 
with about 43,000 blighted residential properties. . .The 


city has a larger percentage of blighted properties than 
any other U. S. city, about a quarter of its housing stock. 
And in these wastelands, an estimated 3000 homeless 
find refuge every night. They are wretched people suf¬ 
fering from mental illness, disability or substance abuse, 
or simply down-on-their-luck working poor.” They need 
someone to drive them to the nearest point of departure 
from their plight and help them “fly away” from the 
oppression of poverty. 

Right here in Baton Rouge killings are becoming so 
very commonplace. Almost daily someone is murdered, 
marred, or the object of misconduct. They inevitably are 
from the “poor” part of the city. It’s not happening in the 
upper income neighborhoods. These victims of poverty 
are stranded in the Red Stick in the red zone that screams 
“DANGER” and there doesn’t seem to be many roads 
out. 

Poverty is so easy for the “haves” to neglect. But it’s 
not easy for the followers of Christ to neglect!! Jesus is 
very specific with us that we are to be concerned about 
and care for the poor. They, too, are the ones for whom 
he died. 

What are we doing to tackle this mammoth prob¬ 
lem??? Not enough I’m afraid!!! It’s time we took it on 
headfirst. If our journey doesn’t include the care for the 
poor then it hasn’t been a fully Christian journey! If 
we’re going to “Walk Today Where Jesus Walked” we’re 
going to have to include the poor - for that is where his 
footsteps took him most of the time. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


First Grace UMC: 

BY JAMES PERRY* 

In most American communities there 
are two of everything: two movie theaters, 
two malls, two of each type of school and 
two of most types of church. This is not a 
modem day Noahian tale; rather it is the 
lingering effect of de jure segregation. 

In most cities, the segregative trend not 
only exists in places of worship, it is in 
America’s churches, synagogues and 
mosques that the trend is most apparent. 

Dr. Martin Luther King famously lament¬ 
ed, “At 11:00 on Sunday morning when we 
stand and sing and Christ has no east or 
west, we stand at the most segregated hour 
in this nation. This is tragic. Nobody of 
honesty can overlook this.” 

Hurricane Katrina and the levee breach¬ 
es, however, in their destruction caused two 
churches to confront their roles in 
American segregation in a very real way. 

Grace Methodist, a 155-year-old 
African-American congregation, was ren¬ 
dered homeless when Katrina ravished its 
historic church located at Iberville and 
North Prieur. Mostly white First Methodist 
church, walking distance from Grace, got 
five feet of floodwaters. Further, its mem¬ 
bership had waned from 1,200 to 700 pre¬ 
storm. In fact, in the days immediately after 
Katrina, as few as 30 people attended 
weekly Sunday service. 

Neither church exists today. Instead, 


Two of everything, 

there is only First Grace United Methodist 
Church. 

The two congregations overcame 
America’s most persistent divider: race. 
They took the courageous step of forgoing 
their separate racial identities in favor of an 
integrated oneness. It was no easy task. 
First Methodist had a storied near-two-cen- 
tury history. And Grace Methodist, like so 
many black churches, had a key role in 
New Orleans’ black political and civil 
rights communities. Merging the churches 
meant a perceived end to each of these 
valiant legacies in favor a new joint identi¬ 
ty- 

It also meant members had to address 
more corporeal matters, like whether the 
choir would continue with the more tradi¬ 
tional and classical sound that First was 
accustomed to or the rhythmic soulful syn¬ 
copation more common at Grace. Or what 
cooking style the new congregation would 
adopt at church dinners: Grace soul food or 
First’s Italian and Irish comfort food. The 
questions and concerns were plentiful. But 
the congregation and its leaders stayed 
focused on unifying the churches, for 
before them lay a historic opportunity to 
recommit themselves to the tenets of their 
faith through racial integration. The final 
decision to unify was made in 2008. 

I visited First Grace United Methodist 
for the first time in fall 2009. I’ve been a 


even on Sundays 

dozen or so times since then for communi¬ 
ty events and to Sunday service as a guest 
of friends who are members. I’ve never 
seen a church more reflective of New 
Orleans’ diversity. Each time 1 have visited, 
the aisles overflowed with people of all 
races and ethnicities who had forged true 
bonds of friendship that easily shone 
through in both their actions and words. 

This week, as we consider Dr. King’s 
legacy, 1 invite you to consider whether 
integration is a component in your own 
life, at your place of worship, work, school 
and peer circles. I invite you to honor 
King’s legacy by stepping out of your com¬ 
fort zone. Spend some time making friends 
in a social environment where people who 
look like you are not the majority. 

In fact, if you are free this Sunday, I 
know a church that would love to have you 
as a guest, in the spirit of commitment to 
faith and in the spirit of commitment to Dr. 
King’s quest for racial integration in 
America. 

* James Perry’ is executive director of 
the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing 
Action Center. 

First Grace United Methodist Church is 
located at 3401 Canal St. Sunday morning 
worship service starts at 11:15 a.m. 

The preceding article was published 
Friday, Jan. 21 in the Times Picayune. 
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SCJ regional clergywomen’s consultation 


The second of four regional clergy- 
women’s conferences in 2011 is scheduled 
for March 22-25 when participants from 
the South Central Jurisdiction will gather in 
New Orleans for “Wade in the Water.” 

The first regional gathering takes place 
next week when the clergywomen from the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction will assemble in 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Regional clergywomen’s meetings allow 
greater participation by all clergywomen, 
especially those from the Central 
Conferences, and provide an opportunity 
for deeper discussions about issues that 
might be unique to a certain area, the Rev. 
HiRlio Park said. “Having regional consul¬ 
tations will provide opportunities for cler¬ 
gywomen from both the Philippines and 
Africa to have their first historical gather¬ 


ings, which was not possible when we had 
quadrennial U.S.- centered clergywomen’s 
consultations,” said Park, director of 
Continuing Formation for Ministry, the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry’s Division of Ordained Ministry. 
GBHEM is providing seed money for each 
regional meeting. 

The Philippines Clergywomen’s 
Consultation, set for Oct. 5-7, 2011 in 
Camp, Baguio City, Philippines will be 
centered around the theme “Clergywomen: 
Lift Up . . . Level Out. . . Lead On.” Park 
said the design team which is planning the 
meeting in Africa met in Kenya in 
February. A date for the consultation has 
not been set yet. Bishop Joaquina Filipe 
Nhanala of Mozambique, elected last sum¬ 
mer as the first female United Methodist 



slated for March 22-25 in New Orleans 


bishop in Africa, will attend. 

Among other advantages, the smaller 
gatherings allow a focus on racial-ethnic 
clergywomen. Park said each U.S. event 
will include a roundtable discussion on 
racial-ethnic clergywomen. 

In addition, with episcopal elections on 
the horizon in 2012, Park said women cler¬ 
gy hope to use the events to organize in 
support of more women leaders in the 
church. 

“The regional consultations 
have already provided ownership to clergy¬ 
women, increased accountability, a sense of 
responsibility, and an empowered grass¬ 
roots leadership. The regional consulta¬ 
tions will provide cohesiveness and support 
among regional clergywomen and mobilize 
local leadership for clergywomen’s contin¬ 


uing education opportunities,” Park said. 

Also, the regional consultations are a 
model for the collaboration of leadership - 
bishops, district superintendents, annual 
conference staff, general agency staff, and 
pastors - and cost-sharing among annual 
conferences, GBHEM, local churches, and 
pastors. 

In the U.S., there are 41,379 United 
Methodist clergy, including 9,135 clergy¬ 
women or 22 percent of all clergy. 

Clergywomen from the Louisiana 
Annual Conference may register for the 
New Orleans event at www.wadeinthewa- 
ter.org. Registrants can also find scholar¬ 
ship applications there. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Ellen Blue at 
ellen.blue@ptstulsa.edu or (918) 809-5128. 



Local churches throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference will participate in a 
variety of poverty outreach programs during “A Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep” 
on May 14, 2011. Congregations are asked to design a service project that will be 
implemented on that day, focusing on the needs of the poor in their neighbor¬ 
hood or community. St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge facili¬ 
tates a number of outreach ministries for families in need through a non-profit 
organization called Opening Doors. Focusing on families living near the church, 
St. John’s Outreach Committee decided to form a non-profit corporation in order 
to better access grant funding that supports the organization’s efforts. In 2001, 
Opening Doors started its Holiday Super store, which was created to get parents 
involved in the local Head Start program attended by their children. Parents earn 
points by volunteering to help at the Head Start center, making sure their children 
attend the center regularly, and by maintaining a regular attendance at their place 
of employment. The points earned are redeemed at the store in late November to 
“purchase” Christmas gifts such as this bike, left, for their children. 

The children pictured above with their colorful mural were participants in one of 
the many Opening Doors art camps that serve the Gardere area in Baton Rouge. 
The area, which is located near St. John’s UMC, is home to many families living in 
poverty. Read more about “A Day of Caring” at www.la-umc.org 


Opening Doors, from page i 

keep out of debt during an expensive time 
of year. 

These initial programs have been quite 
successful. The youth at the art camp have 
a safe place to be in the summer where 
they are fed a nourishing meal, learn art 
skills, and have an opportunity to give back 
to the community by donating their art to 
various places. The parent involvement in 
the Head Start program serving the Gardere 
area has been reported as the highest of all 
centers in Baton Rouge. 

Other programs developed through 
Opening Doors include a school supplies 
program for neighborhood schools; spon¬ 


soring a pizza party and dance at a middle 
school for all youth who complete required 
yearly exams; an annual book drive; an art 
camp for elementary school children; and 
the Good News Car Care program (operat¬ 
ed in cooperation with a non-profit agency) 
that provides loans for cars so people can 
get to their jobs. Opening Doors pays for 
regular car maintenance for persons in the 
Gardere communities who are paying their 
loan on time. 

In 2011, Opening Doors will discontin¬ 
ue the art day camp and replace it with two 
“learn and serve” day camps. A camp for 
middle school youth will engage the youth 
in fun learning activities. The group will 
also complete a handicap assessment at a 


local church. The second day camp will be 
for high school youth and will focus on 
recycling. 

Each year, the Sojourner’s Sunday 
School class at St. John’s UMC has a hind 
raiser to support the projects of Opening 
Doors. Recently, they sold jars of soup 
mix, and a few jars of the mix were taken 
to St. Luke’s Episcopal Day School. This 
got the attention of St. Luke’s religion 
teacher, who subsequently started a soup 
sale at the school. The sale generated 
$1,200 that was donated to the Opening 
Doors ministry. 

A new project under consideration will 
be called “Weekend Backpack,” when each 
Friday, a backpack filled with nourishing 


food will be given to each of the children at 
the Head Start Center served by St. John’s 
UMC. The backpacks will help insure that 
the kids will have healthy food over the 
weekend. 

Establishing a non-profit organization 
like Opening Doors can expand a local 
church’s efforts when reaching out to those 
in need. Grants have supplemented our 
budget, but I have to thank St. John’s con¬ 
gregation, who generously provided 70 
percent of the income received by the min¬ 
istry in 2010. And because Opening Doors 
has no paid staff, church volunteers keep 
this wonderful ministry going. 

*Don Fuller is a member of St. John s 
United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge 
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Newman UMC - Alexandria 

Newman United Methodist Church in Alexandria held their Christmas banquet 
Dec. 18 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. Performing at the event was the 
world-renowned Heritage Gospel Choir based in Baton Rouge. A non-profit pro¬ 
fessional choral ensemble founded and directed by Clarence Jones, Heritage 
Choir was organized to fulfill the need of restoring and preserving the legacy of 
the Negro spiritual. The choir has performed in Paris and London, before a pope 
in Rome, and before a U.S. President. The choir has performed together for 35 
years. Those in attendance at the banquet were pleased to find out that a member 
of the Heritage Choir grew up attending Newman UMC. Alexandria District 
Superintendent Rev. Ellen Alston was present at the event, as was the mayor of 
Woodworth. 


Find your path! 
Discerner’s Academy 
March 25-27 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, La. 
For more information 
visit 

www.la-umc.org 



Monroe District Officers Training 

Barry Gibson, member of Lawson Chapel in Bonita, Renee Evans, Monroe District 
Missioner from Lea Joyner Memorial UMC, Carla Webb, also from Lawson Chapel 
and Pat Wiersma (seated), a member of Lea Joyner Memorial UMC were some of 
80 plus participants in the Monroe District church officer’s training held recently 
at McGuire UMC. Evans directed a workshop entitled, “What Is Our Mission 
Field”. Other workshops included “Staff-Parish Relations” led by Rev. Bob 
Burgess, District Superintendent; “Stewardship” by Bob Carrell, Development 
Officer of the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana; “Financial Records”, 

Rev. Larry Stafford, pastor of First UMC in Monroe and Rev. Truman Stagg, 
Farmerville UMC. C. A. “Hap” Martin, Trustees Conference Trustee Chair for St. 
Paul's UMC, led a training for the trustees of the various churches represented. 
Sandra Lawson, member of First UMC in West Monroe, spoke to the group about 
“Membership Records”. A local church lay leader workshop was led by Gary 
Green from Trinity UMC in Ruston, who also serves as lay leader for the Monroe 
District. 



Trinity UMC - Alexandria 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Bunkie (Alexandria District) celebrated its 20th 
anniversary this past October. A large crowd gathered for the afternoon service, 
which featured guest speaker Rev. Helena Wright-Butler of New Orleans, one of 
the former pastors of Trinity UMC. Also present for the service was former pastor 
Rev. Joe Hoover, who is now serving David Haas Memorial UMC and Whites 
Chapel of Bunkie. Rev. Mary H. Jones currently serves as Trinity UMC’s pastor. 
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enjoy fellowship, celebrations, education and service 



Shreveport District Youth 

Youth from throughout the Shreveport District are pictured in front of First UMC, 
Shreveport during a District-wide worship event held Jan. 30. Rev. Dr. Don Avery 
preached at the event, which was attended by groups of all ages. Photo by 
Barbara Montgomery. 


Paracletia, Inc.™ 

Third Annual Fund Raiser Dinner and Silent Auction 

“Joie deVie” 

April 16, 2011 
6:30 p.m. 

Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Highway 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Tickets may be ordered by sending $25 per ticket to: 

Paracletia, Inc. 

18642 Magnolia Estates 
Prairieville, LA 70769 

For more information, please call (225) 677-9303 

Paracletia, Inc. is a non-profit organization serving as a conduit of grace to 
comfort the spirit and nurture hope for those whose lives have been shat¬ 
tered through abuse, incarceration, physical or mental illness and disability, 
chemical dependency and miscarriage 



St. Peter UMC - Jeanerette 

The Sunday School department of St. Peter UMC in Jeanerette (Acadiana District) 
adopted two needy families during this past Christmas holiday season. Seven 
children were provided with gifts from their wish list, which included bicycles, 
sneakers and toys. The parents of each family were given a $50 gift card to treat 
themselves to things they needed. 


Christian Writer’s Conference 

(free and open to the public) 

April 1, 2011 
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
and 

April 2, 2011 
8:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. 

Benton United Methodist Church 
4615 Palmetto Road 
Benton, La. 

Workshops for both fiction and 
nonfiction by many published 
authors and experts in their 
fields. Two tracts, fiction and 
nonfiction. This conference 
includes workshops for 
everyone from those who have 
never written before but would 
like to explore writing to 
professional writers seeking 
publication avenues. Authors 
will also be autographing their 
books throughout the day. 
Bookstore available on site. 

Free childcare for ages five and under with pre-regis¬ 
tration. Registration is also available at the door. 

For more information and to pre-register go to 
www.BentonUnited.org 


























6 


Louisiana 


FEBRUARY 25, 2011 


March 26, 2011 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Trinity UMC 
Ruston, Louisiana 


Join us for Mission NOT Impossible: Christian Education! There is NO registration 

fee, but you MUST register. Each session will be one hour in length, and you can attend 
three sessions. The course offerings are listed below. Select your sessions, and complete 
the registration form. Submit the registration form by email (monroemissioner@bell- 
south.net) or post to Renee Evans, Mission NOT impossible, Monroe District Missioner, 
1133 Fink’s Hideaway Rd., Monroe, Louisiana, 71203. 

Remember: 1. Pick your sessions. You can attend up to three. 

2. Complete your registration form, and send in. 

3. Share with everyone you know, and have them register too. 

Send in your completed registration information (email or post) to monroemissioner@bell- 
south.net) or Renee Evans, Mission NOT impossible, Monroe District Missioner, 1133 
Fink’s Hideaway Rd., Monroe, Louisiana, 71203. 

For more information contact Rev. Dawn Young, 318-458-5860 or 
deacondawn@gmail.com 

Sessions ( Circle or highlight the sessions that you are interested in attending ) 

General Church: 

GC-1 Faith development - learn more about how faith develops through your life span 
and what that means for education 

GC-2 When Helping Hurts (2011 Annual Conference focus on Poverty) book study rec¬ 
ommended for the emphasis of poverty this conference year 
GC-3 Make Poverty Personal (2011 Annual Conference focus on Poverty) book study 
recommended for the emphasis ofpoverty this conference year 

Adults: 

A-l Focus over Fifty - designing or upgrading an older adult ministry - Learn step by 
step how to implement or improve a Senior Adult Ministry program in your 
church and community 

A-2 Confirmation for adults - learn how adults can be as informed as confirmcinds 
about the UM church 

A-3 Identifying my Spiritual Gifts -participate in an assessment of your spiritual 
gifts, and what can that mean for your church 
A-4 What Do I do With My Spiritual Gifts? - not enough to be aware of your spiritu¬ 
al gifts, what can you do with them 

A-5 Spiritual Direction and Companionship - An Introduction to Holy Listening 

Come explore the history and purpose of spiritual guidance, as well as practical 
ways of listening for God in our daily lives. 

A-6 Working with Young Adults 

A-7 enhancing your Women’s ministry - information for firing up or furthering your 
women s ministries 

A -8 Missions in small groups - missions don’t start overseas, but in your backyard. 

Here is how your small group can get started 

Youth: 

Y - 1 Teaching Youth the Bible - what do you say when they say they have done it all, 
come and find out 

Y-2 Small groups for youth - Forming small groups from a larger one can be a chal¬ 
lenge, here are some tips 

Y-3 Being vulnerable safely for youth - how can you create a space not just a place 
for youth to feel safe while expressing issues that make them vulnerable 

Children: 

C-l Working with learning disabled children in Sunday School - what are some help¬ 
ful and practical tips to working with learning disabled children 
C-2 Learning about BIG church 

C-3 Alternative VBS -you don’t have to pick one of the prepackaged VBS curricu¬ 
lum, here are some ideas from a church that creates their own 
C-4 Mission Kids - children don’t just have to learn about missions, they can do mis¬ 
sions, learn how 

C-5 There’s more to summer than VBS - The summer months are the perfect oppor¬ 
tunity to offer extra ministry to your children - and reach out to other kids in the 
community. 

C-6 Importance of music for development of children - the hype is real, music plays 
an important role in the development of children 


Name_ 

District_Home Church 

Mailing Address_ 

Phone number where you can be reached_ 

Email Address_ 




May 6-7 

First United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, La. 

Featuring: 

Dr. Carol Krau, General Board of Discipleship 
"Love, Live, Learn: Cultivating Adult Faith" 

Rev. Michelle Foster, North Carolina Annual Conference 
Clergy/Church Staff Ethics and Multi-media 
Safe Sanctuaries and Multi-Media 

Revs. Chris and Gloria Hughes, North Carolina Annual Conference 
"Confirmation and the Making of Young Disciples" 

Participants will gather at 5:30 p.m. for dinner on Friday; sessions run 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Friday night. 

Saturday's agenda starts at 9 a.m. with a break for lunch. The day culmi¬ 
nates with closing worship which ends at 3 p.m. 

The amount of the registration fee will be announced soon. Registration 

begins March 6. 

For more information, contact Rev. Dawn Young at 
deacondawn@gmail.com or call (318) 458-5860. 


“Spring into Good Health” 

Scott United Methodist Church 
Community-wide Health Fair 
Saturday, March 12, 2011 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

310 Atchafalaya Street 
Port Allen, La. 

(225) 383-2234 

Free basic health screenings, blood pressure checks, 
glucose checks 

Information booths on health related programs, 
services and providers 

For more information, contact: 

Charlissa Laws at (225) 436-4999 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
slated for March 20 

When You Give to One Great Hour of 
Sharing, you help United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to “keep the lights 
on.” 

UMCOR receives no World Service 
hinds or any other apportionments. Your 
gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing on 
March 20 help to cover UMCOR’s costs of 
doing business. That means 100 percent of 
every dollar you give to designated 
UMCOR programs helps some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. We do not 
take anything from designated gifts to 
cover home-oftice administrative costs 
because of the broad support of United 
Methodists through this annual offering. 

UMCOR’s ability to respond and 
remain until the job is done is in direct 
proportion to the generosity of United 
Methodists during One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 

World Day of Prayer 
to be held March 4 

During the past decade, the ministries 
of Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC), the 
National Council of Churches, the World 
Council of Churches, the World Methodist 
Council and the Pan-Methodist 
Commission, all partners with the 
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund 
(ICF) have expressed a common concern 
for four major areas - violence against 
women, economic justice, racism, and the 
need for greater participation in the life of 
the church. Learn more about the 
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund at 
www.umcgiving.org/ICF. 

Join the 2011 World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayeron March 4 to 
observe a common day of praye. It is a 
movement initiated and carried out by 
women in more than 170 countries and 
regions. Leam more at http://www.world- 
dayofprayer.net/wdp 11 .html. 


Bishops, from page 1 

The first hour will consist of presenta¬ 
tions by the Council of Bishops and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Call to Action Steering 
Team, followed by an hour of guided con¬ 
versation among participants in their own 
locations and then a final hour in which the 
presenters in Nashville respond to email 
questions posed by leaders around the 
world (questions and comments may be 
sent to 

feedback@umcleadershipsummit.org). 

Participants can expect to hear: 

• A clear and compelling summary 
from the Council of Bishops about the 
future of the UMC and the implications of 
the COB’s adoption of the Call to Action 
recommendations 

• An opportunity for Holy 
Conversation with other leaders from their 
annual conference about how they can best 
lead toward increasing the number of vital 
congregations. 

• A deeper awareness of how our 
identity and aspirations as United 
Methodists shape the ways we worship, 


1214 I'm not saying that I have this all together, 
that I have it made. But I am well on my way, 
reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously 
reached out for me. Friends, don't get me 
wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert 
in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, 
where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. 
I’m off and runnins, and I’m not turnins back. 

Phil. 3:13 The Message 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop 

March 19, 2011 

We may not have it all together, but our eyes are on the 
goal. Join us for a fun filled day of exploring how being a 
member of the United Methodist Church helps us focus on 
the highest goal! Christians, and specifically United 
Methodist Christians, are not falling behind, we are 
stretching out. Come find out how! 

10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Registration Begins at 9:15 a.m. 

& Program begins at 10:00 a.m. 

Wesley Center - Woodworth, Louisiana 
Cost $25.00 per person 

(This covers lunch, t-shirt & program cost) 

Registration Deadline is NOON, March 14 th , 2011 
Registrations/Changes after March 14 th will be accepted on a space available 
basis and will be assessed a $12.00 per person late fee 

www.LA-UMC.org/youth 



leam and work together to fulfill our 21st 
century mission 

Preparatory materials will be available 
online on or before March 23. They will 
include links to draft reports from study 
committees that will be discussed during 
the conversation. Reading the material 
ahead of time will enhance one’s participa¬ 
tion but is not a prerequisite for effective 
participation in the conversation. A glos¬ 
sary of terms will be included. 

All conference members and clergy are 
welcome to attend the April 6 United 
Methodist Church Leadership Summit. 
Sites for the summit include Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC in 
Mandeville, First UMC in Lake Charles, 
and Trinity UMC in Ruston. 

Participants must register through their 
respective District Offices by Friday, April 
1, 2011. Please be prepared to indicate the 
location you will be attending. A $5 regis¬ 
tration fee covers the cost of lunch, and is 
payable on the day of training at your spe¬ 
cific location. All are invited to attend. 


2011 Louisiana UM Annual Conference 

Pre-Conference Meetings 

Acadiana 

Sunday, May 1 

3:00 pm 

Asbury, Lafayette 

Monday, May 2 

Alexandria 

6:00 pm 

FUMC Thibodaux 

Sunday, May 1 

Baton Rouge 

3:00 pm 

Horseshoe Drive 

Sunday, May 15 

Lake Charles 

3:00 pm 

University UMC 

Sunday, May 1 

Monroe 

3:00 pm 

First Welsh 

Monday, May 9 

New Orleans 

6:30 pm 

Asbury UMC 

West Monroe 

Sunday, May 22 

Shreveport 

3:00 pm 

St. Timothy UMC 
Mandeville 

Sunday, May 1 

3:00 pm 

Asbury UMC 

Bossier City 
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St. Francisville 
UMC hosts 
fireside event 



St. Francisville 
United Methodist 
Church is inviting the 
public to “warm their 
hearts” and “ignite 
their faith” on Feb. 27 
at 5 p.m. 

Rev. Katie McKay 
Simpson, minister of 
Discipleship and 
Evangelism for First 
UMC in Baton 
Rouge, will offer a fireside devotion during 
the outdoor celebration to be held on 
church property located at 8271 Flwy. 61, 
St. Francisville, La. 

Guests will enjoy an outdoor fire, a 
message from Rev. Simpson, conversation, 
music, and a meal featuring hot dogs and 
S’mores. 

Participants are asked to bring lawn 
chairs or a blanket for sitting around the 
fire pit. 


Rev Katie 
McKay Simpson 


Resources for 
local churches 


Enhance the effectiveness of your min¬ 
istry to young people by joining free 
monthly webinars. GBOD’s Young 
People’s Ministries is hosting a free, 45- 
minute webinar the last Thursday of each 
month at 3 p.m. CT. Future webinars will 
talk about YPM’s grants and scholarships 
and ways to become welcoming and to 
practice radical hospitality. For more infor¬ 
mation and to register, go to www.globaly- 
oungpeople.org/webinar. 

Spur Christian conversations by watch¬ 
ing a new Emmy-winning film about 
learning to trust God. The new DVD, 
Digital Diary: Christine, sparks dialogue 
by inviting people to think, to explore, and 
to discuss rather than spoon-feeding them 
theology. The 12-minute film, which added 
a regional Emmy Award to its list of 
awards in January, is part of series of 
DVDs produced by GodFilms, a ministry 
of GBOD. For more information and to 
receive a limited-time 50% discount, go to 
www.GodFilms.com. 

Reflect on your connection with God 
by using a daily photo devotional. Sight 
Psalms helps you think about God’s pres¬ 
ence in your life through the use of 
images. To evoke reflection and inspira¬ 
tion, a new photograph, often accompanied 
by a brief verbal message, is posted online 
each day. For Sight Psalms, go to 
www.gbod.org/sightpsalms, where you can 
subscribe to have each day’s image deliv¬ 
ered via email or receive it on Facebook. 


Jazz Sunday 

Rayne Memorial UMC- New Orleans 
March 6, 2011 



Youth from across central Louisiana gathered for the Alexandria DCYM Souper Bowl of Caring Mission Event. 

Approximately 60 students from the Alexandria District gathered at First United Methodist Church of Pineville to watch 
Superbowl XLV, collect canned goods and share devotional time. Nathaniel Dauphin lead the crowd in a devotional based on 
Drew Brees’ biography entitled, “Unleashing the Power of Adversity.” In addition to watching the big game, the kids enjoyed 
playing Wii, ping pong and basketball. A total of 214 cans were collected, making the amount collected close to 263 pounds 
of food, which was donated to the Food Bank of Central Louisiana. 


After your lifetime, what will happen 

TO YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR CHURCH? 

It's Different in Louisiana! 

Estate Planning Course 

is a FREE home-study course composed of five 
lessons, designed to help you create an effective 
estate plan lor the future distribution of your asseLs. 
The lessons are wrilten in an easy-to-follow format 
and Will be mailed 10 you at weekly InLervals. 

Protect the future of your family and your church by 
arming yourself with the knowledge lo make good 
decisions and take appropriate action. 


SF 




Register Now: 

* Online at www.umf.org 

* By phone at (225) 346-1535 or (SCO) 256-9317 


Wo cost or 

obligation 


UNITED METHOD [ST 

Foundation 
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For information regarding 
the conference-wide 
A Day of Caring: 
Feed My Sheep 
May 14, 2011 
visit the 

Louisiana Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 
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Bringing Jesus and John Wesley to The Social Network 


If you remember the Faberge Organics 
shampoo commercial featuring “I told two 
friends, and they told two friends,” you are 
not a digital native. “I’m not a what?” you 
may ask. A “digital native” is someone 
born in the Internet age, which officially 
began when the World Wide Web went 


public in 1989. Those born before that 
year—who have migrated online—are 
“digital immigrants.” 

In the aforementioned ad, the television 
screen suddenly divided into a hundred 
mini-screens of Heather Locklear’s talking 
heads in stereo. In the “good old days,” we 


took advantage of word of mouth. 
However, “word of mouse” is becoming 
more pervasive in today’s 21st century dig¬ 
ital age. Through social networking in 
cyberspace, inviting two friends means 

See Social Network, page 8 


The Social Network 



A communications revolution has taken place in the world and within the Church. Congregations are finding them¬ 
selves ‘running to keep up’ with changes in social media. This edition of the Louisiana Now! features several helpful 
articles that give specific tips to pastors and laity on how to effective navigate the ‘social network.’ 

Networking with teens: Can they hear you now? 


BYPOONAMPATODIA 

While the rest of us have finally 
caught up with Web sites and would not 
know how to survive without e-mails, 
generally speaking, most teens have 
already moved on. 

Simply setting up a Web site for 
youth groups is no longer sufficient. 
Unless you give teens and their leaders 
and parents reasons for returning, they 
will visit the site once and leave. In e- 
mail, they see a lot of junk: spam, mar¬ 
keters, phishers, scams, authorities, 
adults, random forwards and, most 
importantly, no friends. It also is too 
slow. They want communication that is 


like hitting the “Fire” button when they 
play a video game. 

If you are from a church that uses a 
Web site and mass e-mail messages as 
your primary means of sharing news and 
announcements with your youth and if 
that works for your group, great! Keep it 
up! If it does not work and you are begin¬ 
ning to feel a little frustrated, here are a 
couple of ideas about how to be where 
the teens are. 

Today’s North American online young 
consumers, 12 to 17, communicate in a 
wide variety of ways: 

Eighty-seven percent of U.S. youth 
(12-17) use the Internet, and 75 percent 
of online teens — or about two-thirds of 


all teenagers — use instant messaging. 

Four out of five teens (17 million) 
carry a wireless device, and 72 percent of 
U.S. teens use their cell phones for text 
messaging. 

More than half (55 percent) of all 
online North American youth (12-17) use 
online social networking sites. 

Remembering these statistics, here are 
my ideas for mass youth-group commu¬ 
nication: 

Text Messaging 

Since almost every student carries a 
cell phone with a text-messaging plan, 
this is one of the best ways to communi- 

See Teens, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Financial Leadership and You 


I’m in Fort Worth at a Financial 
Leadership Forum. Seven of us from 
Louisiana have joined groups from every 
Annual Conference in the United States 
to talk of the financial concerns facing 
our beloved United Methodist Church. 
The day has been full of statistics of 
decline of the number of members of the 
church, of the attendance at worship 
services, of the number of participants in 
Sunday School, and the decline of the 
number of professions of faith in Christ. 
We also have learned that the financial 
giving has increased significantly and the 
churches have plunged themselves into 
record debt as they have remodeled and 
built buildings and increased the number 
of staff at the local church level as well 
as a significant increase in pay for clergy 
and lay staff. In other words, fewer peo¬ 
ple are paying a larger amount to keep 
the church “on the move.” 

It is encouraging to know that the 
stewardship practices of our membership 
are deepening and growing. It is fright¬ 
ening to think that this is an unsustain¬ 
able direction in which to move! So, we 
are here trying to get a preliminary grasp 
on where things are moving and trying to 
do a little forward thinking to prepare for 
the future. 

One of the questions that has been 
raised has to do with apportionments. 

Just how viable are the apportionments 
of the future and just how far can they 
expand before they too become unsus¬ 
tainable? At my table today the state¬ 
ment was made, “We need to educate the 
people about how the apportionments are 
used and the ministries they sustain.” It 
is a viewpoint that has been stated ever 
since 1 have been a pastor. “We must put 
a ‘face’ on the apportionments so people 
will know the difference they are making 
in people’s lives.” 

I also believe we must put a historical 
and ecclesiological ‘face’ on the appor¬ 
tionments to say that United Methodists 
have always been a church that minister 
to the people of the world through our 
connectional system. Our basic commit¬ 
ment to apportionments is our way to 
raise the needed dollars to do ministry in 
places we will never go as local people, 
and with people we will never see. Our 
theological tradition has taught us that 
our service to Jesus and his Kingdom 
goes beyond our local church walls and 
takes us into the outer reaches of the 
world in order to make life more livable 
for God’s children. In the words of our 
founder, John Wesley, “The world is our 
parish.” 

It is impossible for me to list in one 
small article the scope of the apportion¬ 
ments. They cover everything from 
Campus Ministry to Camping Ministry. 
They make possible the visit of the 
District Superintendent to your church. 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


and the Bishop lead¬ 
ing the work of 
appointment making 
and Conference spir¬ 
itual care. They 
send youth to week¬ 
end retreats and care 
for the children of 
incarcerated parents. 
They place mission¬ 
aries in countries that 
are underdeveloped 
and undernourished. They send students 
to college and support the seminaries that 
train our clergy and lay leaders of tomor¬ 
row. They feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked throughout the world. They 
make possible the recovery from natural 
disaster such as we have had from hurri¬ 
cane damage and they fund the gathering 
of our legislative bodies like General 
Conference, Jurisdictional Conference 
and Annual Conference. 

Apportionments are the life-line of 
United Methodism beyond the local 
church. They are our mission and orga¬ 
nizational outreach beyond ourselves. 
They are our way of “doing church.” 

And a church cannot claim to be truly 
Wesleyan of theology and practice, or 
United Methodist by heritage if they do 
not participate in apportionments. 

Louisiana is truly exceptional in our 
apportionment support and payout. In 
fact, we help lead the entire connectional 
church in our percentage of payment of 
that which we are apportioned. We are 
the envy of many! The apportionments 
come from three levels: the General 
Conference, the Jurisdictional 
Conference, and the Annual Conference. 
By far the largest amount of our appor¬ 
tionment is from our own Annual 
Conference and is used to support our 
work right here in Louisiana. As I write 
I do not have the percentage amounts at 
my disposal, but our Conference Office 
can get that for you if you wish to call 
and ask for that information. 

Once again, I thank you for your 
faithfulness to this time-honored practice 
of The United Methodist Church. Your 
pastor will be quite able to explain the 
details of the apportionments to you. 
Please call on him/her for that insight 
whenever you are wondering, “For what 
does all this money go?” You will be 
pleasantly surprised and proud at the 
same time that you are part of such a far- 
reaching mission ministry that is chang¬ 
ing the world for Christ. 

In Christ’s love, 




CLM Module I Course slated April 16 


The participation of laity in ministry is a 
vital component in United Methodism’s 
goal to make disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world. There are 
many ways in which laity can participate in 
ministry. A relatively new lay ministerial 
role for United Methodists is Certified Lay 
Ministry. 

An orientation and Module I of the 
Certified Lay Minister coursework will be 
offered April 16 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
The Wesley Center. Created at General 
Conference 2004, the Certified Lay 
Minister (CLM) is a lay position for people 
that want to go beyond the role of certified 
lay speaker and work in a ministerial set¬ 
ting. 

A CLM is not just ‘the next step’ in the 
lay speaking program. To become a CLM, 
there must be a job/role for the candidate. 

It may be a paid position, or the candidate 
may be willing to serve for expenses or 
without pay ... that is up to the CLM and 
the hiring body. Possibilities include serv¬ 
ing as a supply pastor or being a ministerial 
assistant in a larger church. Some churches 
are served by lay speakers on a part-time 
basis, but this program will give them an 
opportunity for additional training. 

The first training element on the road to 
becoming a CLM is participation in the 


April 16th orientation and Module I. 
Participants will need the approval of their 
pastor, church council, and District 
Superintendent to enter the CLM process. 
Also, to be considered for candidacy as a 
CLM, participants must also be certified 
lay speakers. 

This first course module is beneficial 
whether you are sure you want to become a 
CLM, or if you are just curious about what 
is the best path for your spiritual journey. 
Even if you decide the CLM process is not 
for you, the course should provide useful 
information that would be helpful. The first 
module covers: 1) being called to ministry, 
2) spiritual gifts, 3) different type of min¬ 
istry vocations, 4) the CLM process, and 5) 
how to create a covenant agreement for 
your CLM responsibilities. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
CLM in the Louisiana Conference, please 
contact your District Superintendent. The 
registration form and the entire process for 
becoming a CLM can be found online at 
the conference website under Ministries- 
Laity-Certified Lay Minister. The registra¬ 
tion fee is $25. If there are additional 
questions, you can contact Tim Hebert at 
timhebert61@comcast.net or John Edd 
Harper atjohneddharper@la-umc.org 


In Memoriam 


Rev. Wes Regan 
Feb. 22, 2011 

Rev. Nathan Avant 
Feb. 25, 2011 
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Every year, members of First United Methodist Church in Covington, along with community volunteers, prepare traditional New Year’s dinners and deliver them to the 
Food Bank of Covington. Those who have pre-registered pick up their meals from the Food Bank on New Year’s Day. More than 500 meals were prepared, delivered 
and served Jan. 1, 2011 during Operation Happy New Year. Volunteers for the project are pictured at the Food Bank of Covington, left, and at the church, serving to-go 
plates that were delivered to the distribution points. Local churches throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference will participate in a variety of poverty outreach pro- 
grams-like Operation Happy NewYear-during “A Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. Congregations are asked to design a service project that will be 
implemented on that day, focusing on the needs of the poor in their neighborhood or community. Read more about “A Day of Caring” at www.la-umc.org 


First UMC - Covington feeds the needy with Operation Happy New Year 


Four years ago, the members of First 
United Methodist Church in Covington 
began to take a closer look at how their 
church was engaged with its surrounding 
community. 

“We realized that we had ‘disconnected’ 
from the community in which we live. 
Although our church was functioning, we 
seemed to be engaged only with ourselves 
and the church was dying,” said Ronnie 
Berg, a member of First UMC. 

The church began to look for ways to 
serve the community, and the members 
also tried to identify its strengths. “The 
scripture in Matthew 25:35 seemed to be 
our starting point. Feeding the hungry and 
the needy in our community was certainly 
the goal of most churches in 


Covington. Thanksgiving dinners were pre¬ 
pared and Christmas Day meals were deliv¬ 
ered by the thousands,” said Berg. 

But when it came to New Year’s Day, it 
seemed that very little was being done for 
the hungry and the needy of the communi¬ 
ty. “We saw this as our opportunity, so we 
contacted the Food Bank and started to 
plan,” he added. 

As a result, Operation Flappy New Year 
was “born.” 

Every year, church members and commu¬ 
nity volunteers prepare traditional New 
Year’s dinners and deliver them to the 
Food Bank of Covington. Those who have 
preregistered pick up their meals from the 
Food Bank on New Year’s Day. 

“This year, with the economy as it is, 


we prepared more than 500 meals. Those 
meals were delivered to the Food Bank and 
to members of three Baptist churches and 
one United Methodist church in disadvan¬ 
taged areas on the Northshore,” explained 
Berg, coordinator of Operation Flappy New 
Year. 

Back at First UMC, church members 
also fed the children and supervisors of the 
United Methodist Children’s Flome of 
Greater New Orleans, as well as partici¬ 
pants in a drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
group. 

During this year’s event, Chief Richard 
Palmisano of the Covington Police 
Department personally delivered meals in 
high crime areas to shut-ins. “They wel¬ 
comed him with open arms. And the chief 


said it gave him a rare opportunity to speak 
with residents, face to face, in a non-threat¬ 
ening setting,” said Berg. 

Each box of food delivered displays a 
decal inviting recipients to First UMC for 
spiritual “food.” 

Community support for the event has 
grown over the past four years. Two local 
grocery stores, an athletic club, two area 
restaurants and the members of Bush UMC 
made donations toward the production of 
the meals. On New Year’s Eve, members 
of the community began calling, asking 
what they could do to help. “Chief 
Palmisano commented that he loves doing 
this because the event builds strong com¬ 
munity relations, and ultimately fights 
crime,” said Berg. 



Dr. Nancy Carruth, left, Dr. Artemus Gaye, and Bishop David Yemba, chancellor of Africa University, listen to Rev. Dr. Martha Orphe tell of her church’s recovery from 
Hurricane Katrina. The four were part of a group gathered at First Street Peck Wesley UMC for a conversation on Africa University event held Feb. 20. Representatives 
for the university spoke at 17 New Orleans area churches. Participants in the conversation held at First Street Peck Wesley UMC are shown. 


Africa University tells its story and enjoys a taste of New Orleans hospitality 


Professor Fanuel Tagwira said visiting 
New Orleans is a “dream come true.” 

As the chief executive officer and vice 
chancellor of United Methodist-related 
Africa University in Zimbabwe, he kept 
careful track of the news when Hurricane 
Katrina devastated New Orleans and the 
Gulf Coast in 2005. 

Tagwira’s dream became reality during 
the Africa University Advisory 


Development committee’s four-day visit to 
New Orleans Feb. 19-22. 

He had a chance to meet pastors who 
lived through the disaster and have led 
church-related efforts to rebuild. He had a 
chance to visit with a number of New 
Orleans residents during a presentation on 
the university at First Street Peck Wesley 
United Methodist Church. 

The university played a role in recover¬ 


ing from the disaster. It shipped more than 
15,000 sets of bed linens to the Louisiana 
Annual Conference for use in the recovery 
effort. “We decided someone else needed 
them, so we sent them,” Tagwira said. 

The two-hour session offered partici¬ 
pants a chance to hear from Africa 
University graduates and to leam more 
about the connection that links the universi¬ 
ty and The United Methodist Church. 


The stars of the event were the universi¬ 
ty graduates who told how they came to 
attend the university, and how their lives 
have been formed by that experience. 

Tagwira said the university’s students 
have done a wonderful job during 
Zimbabwe’s recent economic and political 
crises. At one point, inflation was running 
at 230 million percent, eventually forcing 

See Africa University, page 7 
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Creative use of blogs, facebook, texting and twitter are focus 


of young clergy ‘round table’ 



Revs. Juan Huertas, Lane Cotton Winn, Valerie Robideaux and Joseph Robideaux 
share ideas about the effective use of the Internet and social media during a 
recent ‘round table’ held with several young pastors serving the conference. 


The need for social media in growing 
the church and expanding its ministry is 
“counter cultural” to the traditional path 
followed by the church, says Rev. Juan 
Huertas, pastor of Squyres United 
Methodist Church in Ragley, La. 

The counter cultural methodology 
behind Facebook, texting and the Internet 
is to “go to people, rather than people com¬ 
ing to the church,” he added. 

Rev. Huertas shared his thoughts on 
social networking during a recent “round 
table” with several other young pastors 
serving the Louisiana United Methodist 
Annual Conference. 

Members of the group were generally in 
agreement that the church has wrestled 
with the dilemma of reaching teens and 
young adults for decades. Often, congrega¬ 
tions are frustrated by their lack of success 
in this area. 

“We’re always searching for ‘gimmicks’ 
to get young people into church. We are 
more comfortable with the idea of big 
numbers on Sunday morning, but many 
young people are now finding God outside 
the four walls of the church. Pastors are 
providing counseling on chat lines; clergy 
and laity are meeting people on Facebook,” 
said Rev. Huertas 

Rev. Matt Rawle, associate pastor for 
Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport, believes 
that the use of “blogging” is “under-uti¬ 
lized.” “It’s free. It can be interactive. 
Pastors can post sermons, setting up links 
to materials found on other websites. You 
can link to or post videos. By adding a 
comment box, you can initiate conversation 
with those reading your blog.” 

“The person sitting at home in his or her 
pajamas reading my blog is not going to 
make my church ‘numbers.’ But they are 
hearing the message of Christ. They are 
making that initial contact. Facebook, blog¬ 
ging and using Twitter are modern forms of 
evangelism,” said Rev. Huertas, who 
received 58,900 “hits” on his blog page in 
December of 2010. 

The group agreed that Twitter is another 
powerful tool for communicating with 
younger audiences and for staying connect¬ 
ed with “real time” information. “Through 
Twitter, I can connect to articles and other 
blogs. I can follow the communications of 
United Methodist agencies like the General 
Board of Church and Society. 1 can follow 
fellow clergy already on Twitter. Every 
pastor in the conference should have a 
Twitter account and a Facebook account,” 
said Rev. Huertas. 

Rev. Katie McKay Simpson, associate 
pastor at First UMC in Baton Rouge, added 
that blogging can be used successfully as 
an educational tool. “When writing a blog, 
it’s easy to link to related articles and infor¬ 
mation so that readers can pursue the topic 
in depth. People are so busy. For example, 


someone who is finishing their homework 
or a work project at midnight takes a 
moment to read your blog; then hits your 
link to a related article in Christian 
Century. With blogging, we don’t sacrifice 
the narrative piece of what we, as pastors, 
do. We are enhancing it.” 

Rev. Rawle agreed that blogging is a 
“great” narrative tool. “It is more sermonic 
than people think. An effective blog is not 
just a conversation. And a blog can be as 
simple as posting your weekly sermon or 
posting your bi-monthly newsletter article.” 

Once a blog is posted in cyberspace, 
seekers can connect with it by entering key 
words in their computer’s engine search. 
“It’s amazing what people search for. One 
person I connected with had typed in ‘what 
to do if you’re lonely.’ Reaching out 
through the Internet can be a very impor¬ 
tant, maybe even life-saving tool,” said 
Rev. Huertas, who had a pastoral care 
“moment” with the reader via texting. 

Rev. Robideaux added that texting is 
powerful because of current changes in 
how young people communicate with one 
another. “Through a text message, people 
can still have that ‘one on one’ time that 
doesn’t feel invasive. People in today’s cul¬ 
ture are less inclined to hold lengthy phone 
conversations. Many people screen their 
calls.” 

Rev. Huertas said that a single text mes¬ 
sage opened the door for a follow-up pas¬ 
toral call to a women he knew who had just 
received some bad news.” “I communicat¬ 
ed by text and asked if I might call her later 
in the day. We set up a phone appointment 
via text, and I placed a call to her at the 
agreed upon time. If I had called first, she 
probably would not have answered the 
phone.” 

Rev. Valerie Robideaux, with 
Centenary’s Christian Leadership Center, 
added that in a college community, social 
networking can be overused. “People will 
often ignore a mass email or mass 
Facebook invitations. A personal Facebook 
invitation or personal ‘tweet’ is much more 
effective.” 

The group was unanimous in their belief 
that although the various social media are 
tools that are now essential, they can only 
enhance—not replace—personal communi¬ 
cation. “Our goal is not to create an alter¬ 
nate social community, but to help bring 
about real community, face to face,” said 
Rev. Rawle. 

Also, blogging can be a “disaster” if 
writers forget to “filter” what they are com¬ 
posing. “Use wisdom and discretion when 
writing, and be sure you know your audi¬ 
ence,” said Rev. Huertas. 

The participants at the round table also 
offered a few ministry tips and things to 
remember when reaching out to those in 
the 18-34 demographic: 


Small groups are a very effective way to 
reach young adults. Although the concept 
of small groups is not new, the groundswell 
for their formation lies in the true belief 
that there is authority within each person 
and that everyone is a theologian. There is 
also a shift from the traditional group with 
a specific leader. Effective young adult 
small groups are a shared endeavor. (Katie 
McKay Simpson) 

Sunday morning is not always the best 
time for young adults to meet or worship. 
Our church (Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport) 
hosts “Open Space” on Wednesday nights 
at 8 p.m. in the church’s choir loft. We 
share communion and have a single guitar 
for music. Five minutes of silence are fol¬ 
lowed by unstructured discussion of the 
text for next Sunday. The lack of distrac¬ 
tion is appealing to this group. (Matt 
Rawle) 

Contemporary worship certainly meets a 
need, but there is a stereotype that young 
adults must have a state-of-the-art sound 
system and a certain kind of music to have 
a meaningful worship experience. 
Truthfully, that meaningful experience is 
less about being preached to than being 
allowed to be a part of the conversation—a 
valued part of the congregation. (Joseph 
Robideaux) 

Whether it’s worship, or service or 
small groups, churches must be passionate 
and authentic to appeal to young adults. 
(Valerie Robideaux) 

In the past, church members placed their 
pastors on pedestals. Young people today 
won’t listen to the pastor on Sunday morn¬ 
ing if they don’t observe authentic role 
modeling. When the pastor is “real,” when 
he or she admits they are human, then you 


gain the respect of young people. (Juan 
Huertas) 

Youth directors should remember that 
even though Facebook and texting may be 
the most effective way to reach the kids, 
their parents are still reading email and the 
church newsletter. Communicate through 
every medium you possibly can. (Matt 
Rawle) 

Serving young adults is all within con¬ 
text. You have to be where they are. Those 
served by my church (Aldersgate UMC in 
Slidell) are mostly college graduates. Other 
churches are serving mostly blue collar 
workers and farmers. No matter your 
group, know your community, go to the 
football games, visit the coffee shops. Do 
your research! (Lane Cotton Winn) 

When meeting in small groups, make 
sure child care is provided for young par¬ 
ents. If there is a lack of funding for it, per¬ 
haps church volunteers without small chil¬ 
dren can step in to help. (Juan Huertas) 
Trial and error is the key in developing 
your church’s young adult ministry. A 
power lunch for young professionals hosted 
by our church initially failed when we 
hosted it at the church. It worked the next 
time because we brought the lunch down¬ 
town. The moral is, don’t get discour- 
aged.(Matt Rawle) 

Offer a variety of opportunities—social, 
spiritual and service. Try different things 
and provide more than one “portal of 
entry” to the church. (Juan Huertas) 

As a group, the pastors agreed that it is 
critical to “think outside the box” when 
approaching young adult ministry—church¬ 
es can’t wait for young adult ministry to 
happen while sitting in the office. 


For more information on reaching Young Adults and Radical Hospitality, visit the following helpful websites: 

rethinkchurch. org 
10thousanddoors.org 
find-a-church. org 
training, umcom. org 
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Teens, from page 1 

cate quick messages. Suppose you must 
cancel a meeting at the last minute or ask 
the kids to wear old clothes for a messy 
game an hour before it starts. There is no 
way an e-mail will reach everyone in time, 
but a mass text message will solve your 
problem instantly. You can even use text 
messaging to point teens to the youth group 
Web site for more information. 

Instant Messaging 

Students often use instant messaging, 
and you can use it to get instant access to 
them. Consider creating a special youth- 
group screen name and invite your teens to 
join. Another nifty idea is to use “away” 
messages to your advantage. When youth 
are online, they often check the “away” 
messages of friends who are not at a com¬ 
puter. You can use the “away” message for 
youth group news and announcements and 
provide a link to your Web site for more 
information. You even can create contests 
to motivate teens to check your “away” 
messages frequently. Perhaps add an 
audio/video clip or a picture at the end of 
your message and tell youth that the first 
person who instant messages the correct 


identification to you gets a prize (perhaps a 
one-pound chocolate bar or an iTunes 
download). 

Facebook Groups 

Since teens regularly visit this site any¬ 
way, placing your youth group information 
there can be quite effective. You can create 
a group for your youth group and use it to 
message information, post pictures, discuss 
ideas and stay in touch. 

How do you do it? It is easy! Just login 
to Facebook and click on “Groups” in the 
right mini-sidebar, in the upper-right of the 
screen, you will see a button titled “Create 
a New Group.” Click it, complete the 
group information, upload your youth 
group logo and select the participants you 
already have added as friends to invite to 
join the group. It becomes a great central¬ 
ized place for your group to stay in touch 
throughout the week, and for you to create 
event sign-ups, post videos and send a 
mass “private” message to everyone in the 
group. When looking at the group page, 
under your logo you will see a link titled 
“Message All Members.” Click it, type 
whatever you need to share and send it. 
YouTube Videos 

We all know that for teenagers, online 


video is growing in exponential leaps and 
bounds, so if they will not take two min¬ 
utes to read an e-mail, maybe they will take 
10 minutes to watch a video. That is why it 
is important to experiment with youth 
group video episodes. Try it for a couple of 
weeks while keeping an eye on the video 
traffic stats; then evaluate its effectiveness 
against other ways you communicate. 

However, the key to success in commu¬ 
nicating with teens in general, but especial¬ 
ly through these videos, is giving the 
episodes more value than just news and 
announcements. Consider including a give¬ 
away of some sort, perhaps a devotional 
thought that serves as a preview to next 
week’s lesson, a YouTube video of the 
week and so forth. You also can make these 
available in iTunes as a podcast so 
teenagers can easily transfer the episodes to 
their iPods and watch later on the bus, in 
the gym or whenever they wish. 

Depending upon your area of service, 
you may have to adjust your approach a lit¬ 
tle. In a rural area with dial-up still running 
rampant, you may hit cell phones a little 
harder. Our urban members probably can 
use more of the online technologies. 


Using texting: 
a cool tool 

Text messaging, or "texting" is the 
common term for sending short" (origi¬ 
nally 160 characters or fewer, including 
spaces) text messages from mobile 
phones using the Short Message 
Service (SMS). To get the most out of 
those 160 characters or less, an entire 
new lexicon has been developed to 
shorten words and phrases. For exam¬ 
ple, “1 love you,” is shortened to "ily" 
or "ilu". It’s a whole new form of 
shorthand called "textese" or "chats- 
peak." 

Similar to micro-blogging, text mes¬ 
saging is a way to communicate short 
tidbits of information with individuals 
or groups. With more people migrating 
from email and computers to text mes¬ 
saging and cell phones, especially 
youth and young adults, it is becoming 
an important way to keep in touch and 
communicate effectively. Consider 
these quick and easy ministry ideas: 

• Send announcements and last- 
minute reminders. 

• Share birthday wishes. 

• Provide Bible verses and short 
devotions. 

• Conduct contests, quizzes and 
polls. 

• Create a prayer chain and praise 
reports. 

• Introduce the weekend’s upcom¬ 
ing Sunday school lesson or sermon. 

• Get quick feedback about an 
idea or question. 

Several years ago, when text mes¬ 
saging was making its global debut as 
the latest and greatest form of digital 
communication, a contest was held for 
the best text message of the Lord’s 
Prayer. Matthew Campbell of York, 
England, was the winner. 

Here is his translation: 

dad@hvn,ur spshl.we want wot u 
want&urth2b like hvn.giv us 
food&4giv r sins lyk we 4giv 
uvaz.don’t test uslsave uslbcos we 
kno ur boss,ur tuf&ur cool 4 evalok? 


Faith-based phone apps becoming popular among the faithful 


CANTON, OHIO-When his parish- 
relations staff wanted Rev. Chet Harris to 
upgrade to a Droid cell phone, he was 
reluctant. 

“I told them, ‘I’m 59 years old. 1 just 
want to call people,’ ” he said. 

But the senior pastor at Dueber United 
Methodist Church said the smart phone, 
which is outfitted with a keyboard, e-mail 
and faith-based applications, or apps, has 
become a time-saving tool. 

“The use of technology has enhanced 
and expanded my opportunity for ministry 
as well as created and encouraged a deep¬ 
ening of my personal spiritual life,” he 
said. 

Harris is one of millions of people who 
are embracing faith-based phone apps. 

“I just find it really cool,” he said. “I 


can use it when I go to (visit) the hospital. 

It has a YouVersion Bible app, though 1 still 
carry my Bible. I can choose a particular 
Scripture to read to the people I’m visiting. 
I can just call it up.” 

Harris said he uses his Bible app for 
personal devotions and downloads his ser¬ 
mons on his phone, including Scripture ref¬ 
erences and notes, and often downloads 
books on theology for free. 

“I use it like a Kindle,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to the popular e-reader device. “I can 
read the text for Sunday morning when 
waiting in line at the store, the doctor’s 
office, wherever I have a few minutes not 
dedicated. 

“I have even used the search engine 
prior to a funeral, recently, when a family 
member mentioned a secular song their 


loved one enjoyed.” 

Laura Merritt, public-relations manager 
at Verizon Wireless for the Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia region, 
said faith-based apps are very popular. 

“It’s inspirational and fun at the same 
time,” she said. 

Some of the most popular faith-based 
apps, Merritt said, are Bible trivia and “The 
Daily Bible” app, which sends subscribers 
a daily Bible verse to their phones. 

Entire Bibles are available in text or 
audio form. There also is a wide range of 
devotional studies and podcasts. Many are 
free or cost about 99 cents. 

Joe Franz, communications director at 
First Christian Church in Plain Township, 
said several staffers utilize phone apps, 
including Rev. Scott Rosen, senior pastor, 


who downloads them on his Apple iPad. 

“For me, I always have my Bible with 
me and can easily share it with others, via 
social sharing on Facebook or Twitter.” 

In January, LifeChurch.tv, creators of 
the You Version Bible app, logged 681 mil¬ 
lion minutes in January on 14.7 million 
unique devices. That figure is expected to 
reach 1 billion minutes this year. 

Harris said his phone has increased 
communication with his staff and parish¬ 
ioners by 50 percent. 

“There’s a whole generation that prefers 
to text me about something that’s on their 
minds,” he said. “I text a lot.” 

“More traditional organizations are say¬ 
ing, ‘Hey, this is a great way to reach our 
audience.’ It’s hard to take offense if it 
helps people to study more.” 
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Holly Grove UMC - Anacoco 

Members of Holly Grove UMC in Anacoco, La. (Lake Charles District) were treated 
to a surprise wedding during a recent worship service. Following what appeared 
to be the “normal” beginning of the service, Rev. Dave Stewart started a CD 
which played the “Wedding March.” The crowd turned around to see Lucy 
Erickson, 86, and Glen Firesheets, also 86, stand up and process down the aisle 
to be married! Up until that moment, the pending ceremony was held in secrecy. 
(Yes, you CAN keep a secret in Vernon Parish, joked Rev. Stewart) “Glen and Lucy 
are now husband and wife, and the cutest couple you ever did see! Their surprise 
was a tremendous gift to the church. What a blessing it is to be able to serve this 
congregation,” said Rev. Stewart. Holly Grove UMC is the oldest Methodist church 
west of the Mississippi River, with continuous service since 1835. 


St. Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs 



The United Methodist Women of St. 
Luke UMC in Greenwell Springs (Baton 
Rouge District) celebrated UMW Sunday 
on Jan. 23 during the 11 a.m. service using 
the theme “Faith, Hope and Love.” 

UMW service pins were presented to 
Gracie Albert, for service as spiritual coor¬ 
dinator, and to Emma Young, unit secre¬ 
tary, for loyalty and long service. A plaque 
was presented by the church’s adult 
Sunday school in memory of Mary O. 


Fisher, long-time superintendent of St. 
Luke’s Sunday school. Fisher passed away 
on Dec. 17, 2010 at the age of 107 (She 
would have turned 108 on Feb. 25, 2011). 
It was Fisher’s custom to attend the 
Louisiana United Methodist Annual 
Conference each year. She is pictured, 
above, with her daughter, Mildred Batiste, 
and a student from Greenville Elementary. 

Fisher would frequently read to the stu¬ 
dents in the school library. 



Baton Rouge District 
leadership training held Feb. 12 


Approximately 200 people participated in the Baton Rouge District leadership 
training, “Here I Am, Lord,” held at First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
on Feb. 12. One participant commented, “I always find something at these training 
sessions to take back to help my church.” A second participant said, “This is one of 
the best training sessions I have ever attended. The presenters gave me information 
that was relevant to me and to the needs of my church.” The following workshops 
and plenary sessions were offered during the event: Methodism 101, led by Rev. 
Chris Andrews; Conflict Resolution, Rev. Craig Gilliam; Rethink Church and 
Hospitality, Betty Backstrom; Board of Trustees, Larry O’Dell; Church Membership 
Records, Debi Petrolia; Administrative Council, Rev. Ralph Ford; Finance 
Committee, Rev. Tim Lawson; Spiritual Formation, Cherri Johnson; and Sunday 
School, Rev.Dawn Young. 


Dates change for 2012 Holy Land tour 

A date change for the 2012 Holy Land tour with Bishop William W. Hutchinson has 
been made. Shifting by one day, the new dates are Jan. 11-20, 2012 instead of the previ¬ 
ously announced Jan. 10-19, 2012. New brochures are being printed, but there are many 
of the original in distribution. New brochures are currently being printed. To obtain a 
brochure, please contact Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646 or email rhondawhitley@la- 
umc.org 



Pine Grove UMC 


The congregation of Pine Grove United 
Methodist Church, 3335 Highway 449 in 
Pine Grove, invites the public to participate 
in its 150th anniversary celebration slated 
March 27 at 10:30 a.m. at the church. 
Dinner on the grounds follows immediately 
after the service. 

Pine Grove UMC (Baton Rouge 
District) has a unique history in that it start¬ 


ed with an act passed by the Louisiana 
Legislature. On March 14, 1855, the 
Legislature passed the act which stated that 
“Trustees Pine Grove Circuit” was allowed 
to incorporate for "literacy, scientific, reli¬ 
gious and charitable purposes.” 

The corporation allowed the members 
of Methodist Episcopal Church South in 
Pine Grove to acquire lands and property. 
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Africa University, from page 3 

the country to shift to the U.S. dollar as its 
official currency. 

“Africa University is making a big 
impact on the continent... a big impact in 
the lives of young men and women,” 
Tagwira said, adding that students must 
have financial support in order to attend the 
university. Raising that support is the mis¬ 
sion of the university’s Development 
Office, which coordinated the event. 

“Unlike other universities (in 
Zimbabwe) who closed during the econom¬ 
ic and political crises, “Africa University 
was the only university to keep its doors 
open,” Tagwira said. “It was by the grace 
of God.” 

The grace of God also touched Artemus 
Gaye when he was a 13-year-old in Liberia 
in 1990. At that time, he was an aspiring 
professional soccer player. Then a brutal 
civil war came, and his life changed. 

He was nearly killed in the war, and was 
mistaken for a child solider. He managed to 
survive during a time when “people were 
killed without any form of justice,” 

One day, he went into New George 
United Methodist Church, and the preacher 
was giving his sermon. “You can run, but 
you can’t hide. That preacher was talking 
to me. 1 learned about Africa University in 
Zimbabwe. Thank God for my youth pas¬ 


tor. I sat for the (entrance) exam and came 
out number one.” 

After graduating from Africa University 
he came to the U.S. to earn a doctorate, and 
now lives in Chicago. 

While studying, he learned he had a 
much earlier connection with the U.S. and 
with Louisiana and Mississippi. 

He learned that a direct descendent, Abd 
Rahman Ibrahima, the warrior prince, who 
was captured by a rival tribe and sold into 
slavery in America, was unloaded off a 
slave ship in New Orleans and taken to 
Natchez, Miss. 

Forty years later, Ibrahima and his wife 
Isabella returned to Africa with the first 
boatload of freed American slaves who 
went on to establish the country of Liberia. 

Gaye and his ancestor’s story have been 
turned into a Public Broadcasting Service 
documentary. Prince Among Slaves. 

Martha Mutisi earned a master’s degree 
in peace, leadership and governance from 
Africa University, and is now in the final 
stages of finishing a doctoral degree in 
peace and governance from George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Va. 

She won a prestigious Fulbright fellow¬ 
ship from the U.S. government to work for 
her doctorate. She will return to Africa 
University to teach after receiving her 
degree this spring. 

“In Africa, if you have educated one 



Dr. Artemus Gaye tells of his decision to attend Africa University. Professor 
Martha Mutisi tells a crowd of her work in the areas of peace, governance and 
leadership at Africa University. 


person, you have educated a village.” 
Mutisi told the crowd at the event. “The 
multiplier effect of educating Africa is 
incredible.” 

She said the education students receive 
at the university “is different from the edu¬ 
cation you receive at other institutions in 
Zimbabwe.” 

The university emphasizes Christian 


values, and every student takes courses in 
African studies “so they can get to know 
who they are.” 

As a pan-African university, with stu¬ 
dents from many countries, students end up 
being friends, often with persons from 
countries that are normally not friendly, 
said Mutisi, a Zimbabwean. 


preaches in New Orleans churches 



Cheryl Landrieau, wife of New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu, welcomes a group 
from Africa University to First Street Peck Wesley UMC, with Rev. Martha Orphe, 
pastor of the church. Africa University was the topic of the day on Sunday, Feb. 

20 when speakers representing the university spoke at 17 New Orleans area 
United Methodist churches. Speakers, including Africa University graduates, 
administrators, and members of the advisory committee, told stories about the 
university’s impact on Zimbabwe and all of Africa during their appearances. Many 
congregations collected special offerings for the university’s scholarship fund. 

“In Africa, if you have educated one person, you have educated a village,” said 
Martha Mutisi, a speaker at the event. 


Africa University 

Africa University was the topic of the 
day on Sunday, Feb. 20 when speakers rep¬ 
resenting the university spoke at 17 New 
Orleans area United Methodist churches. 

Their appearances were part of the 
Africa University Advisory Development 
Committee’s semi-annual saturation event. 
Last year’s winter event was held in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Speakers, including Africa University 
graduates, administrators, and members of 
the advisory committee, told stories about 
the university’s impact on Zimbabwe and 
all of Africa during their appearances. 

Many congregations collected special 
offerings for the university’s scholarship 
fund. 

The university has a strong Louisiana 
connection. Dr. Nancy Carruth, a longtime 
Louisiana Conference leader, authored the 
General Conference legislation creating the 
university. She spoke at 
A member of the Advisory 
Development Committee, she sported a 
brightly colored Africa University scarf 
that she obtained during the university’s 
early days. She spoke at Rayne Memorial 
UMC. 

Other churches featuring Africa 
University-related speakers included: 
Carrollton and Metairie UMC 
Asbury and St. Matthew UMC 
First Street Peck Wesley UMC 
Hartzell and Philips Memorial UMC 
Lake Vista UMC 
Parker Memorial UMC 
Peoples, Brooks-Shaw Temple UMC 
St. Marks UMC 
Hartzell Mt. Zion UMC 
Munholland UMC 
St. Matthews’s Metairie 
Thomas UMC 


James H. Salley, associate vice chancel¬ 
lor for institutional development, repeated¬ 
ly praised the Louisiana Conference for its 
faithful commitment to the university. 

“The Louisiana Conference has paid its 
apportionment to Africa University in full 
for every year since the Africa University 
Fund was created,” Salley said. 

“After Hurricane Katrina, the people of 


Louisiana could have taken a pass, but they 
didn’t. They are faithful to God, to the 
church, and to Africa University,” Salley 
said. 

The Africa University Fund provides 
operating funds for the university. It is 
apportioned among annual conferences. 


United Methodist 
'Women throughout the 
Jdexandria District are 
invited to attend the 
District’s first combined 
church United 
Methodist "Women’s 
Day on March 26 at 
Gjhenmora United 
Methodist Church. 

The “wihd, wihddVest” 
awaits participants who 
are invited to dress 
casuady and wear 
“jeans and hoots, if you 
wish.” OakdaCe UMdV is 
preparing hunch and the 
Cadies of Many UM"W 
are providing door 
prizes. 

Registration begins at 
10:30 a.m. and the event 
ends at 1 p.m. Cost of 
the event is $7. Those 
interested in attending 
may cad Mary Cjiddens 
at (318) 447-0003 or 
(318) 748-4214 to reserve 
a spot. 
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Social Network, from page 1 

connecting with their friends, and the cycle 
repeats itself. In this first of two articles on 
using social networking to make connec¬ 
tions in cyberspace, we will provide back¬ 
ground information and help you to set up 
your online profile. 

Jesus and John Wesley networked. 

Some will argue that Jesus was the first to 
use social networking effectively. He defi¬ 
nitely understood the power of word of 
mouth, and he valued the viral—or infec¬ 
tious—nature of friends and family sharing 
the good news and bringing others to a 
life-transforming faith in God. If you 
remember Luke 10, Jesus even sent people 
out in pairs to spread the gospel. They told 
two friends, and so on ... and so on. You 
get the picture. 

John Wesley also used the power of 
social networks to build the Methodist 
movement in America through organizing 
small bands of followers into class meet¬ 
ings and using circuit riders to spread 
God’s word. Today, we can carry on these 
traditions in our own culture and context 
through opportunities in cyberspace with 
social networking sites. 

What is social networking? 

Begun as a part of the Web 2.0[1] 
revolution, social networking sites took 
the Internet by stormnearly a decade ago 
when MySpace and Facebook perfected 
the concept of early pioneers like 
Classmates and SixDegrees. Those early 
sites were developed to help students 
reconnect with classmates and friends 
who had lost touch with each other over 
the years. The primary purpose of social 
networking sites is to build online com¬ 
munities and make connections between 
people who share common interests. With 
more than 200 million people in the 
United States using social networking 
sites, it is easy to understand “the Internet 
has become the campfire around which 
people gather to tell their stories, meet 
people and form relationships.”[2] 

More than a blog 

The main difference between social net¬ 
working sites and blogs is the organic con¬ 
nections that spread like wildfire when you 
add a friend or become a friend or a mem¬ 
ber of a social networker’s profile or 
group. While you can subscribe to others’ 
blogs, that doesn’t get you much more than 
a one-to-one relationship. However, like a 
blog, you can post messages, upload pho¬ 
tos and videos, and share links on your 
social networking profile as well as make 
comments on others’ profiles and groups. 

In this way, you can quickly multiply your 
reach and easily follow your networks with 
a many-to-many web of connections. 

A word of caution. 

Be aware that people use social network¬ 
ing sites for different reasons and purposes. 
Some individuals and groups will present 
opinions and content you find offensive or 
inappropriate. You can protect yourself by 
refusing invitations from people you don’t 
know and “ignore” or “block” them as 
well as report your concerns to the net¬ 
working service. Be sure to read the terms 
of use and privacy statements to learn your 
rights and responsibilities when joining a 
social networking site. 



Making Disciples for Jesus Christ in Three Centuries 


Highly regarded author and activist, Fr. Richard Rohr will be the keynote speaker for “Practicing the Presence of God,” slat¬ 
ed for April 5-6 in New Orleans. Three separate sessions focusing on Christian leadership and spiritual healing will be held 
at Parker UMC, Rayne Memorial UMC and on Loyola University’s campus. The cost of each session is $20. Spaces are still 
available and more details and registration information can be obtained by visiting www.thescl.net or by contacting Rev. 
William Thiele at (504) 899-3431. The New Orleans event is sponsored by the School for Contemplative Living, a ministry of 
Parker and Rayne Memorial UMCs. Fr. Rohr will also serve as keynote speaker during a two-day interfaith seminar at First 
UMC in Baton Rouge April 8-9. Fr. Rohr will address the topic, “The Change that Changes Everything: Lifestyle-Based 
Spirituality.” His lectures will include insights from his popular books, Everything Belongs and The Naked Now: Learning to 
See as the Mystics See. He will address emerging spirituality, integration of action and contemplation and faith formation in 
the 21st Century. The April 8-9 event is being sponsored by these Baton Rouge ministries: The McMains Center for Spiritual 
Formation, First UMC; Center for Spiritual Formation, St. James Episcopal Church; The Red Shoes; St. Joseph Spirituality 
Center; Interfaith Federation of Greater Baton Rouge; and The D. L. Dykes, Jr. Foundation of Jackson, Miss. Total cost for the 
event is $65 per person. For more information, go to www.faithandreason.org or call Deborah Dykes, (800) 882-7424. 
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Malone to serve as Monroe District Superintendent 


Rev. Lynn R. 
Malone will be 
appointed as the new 
District Superintendent 
for the Monroe District 
beginning in June of 
2011. Rev. Malone cur¬ 
rently serves as senior 
pastor of Benton 
United Methodist 
Church. 



Rev. Lynn R. 
Malone 


He replaces Rev. Bob Burgess who has 
served the Monroe District for six years. 

Prior to serving in Benton for eight 
years, Rev. Malone was pastor for 
Lakeview UMC in Minden and Pharr 
Chapel UMC in Morgan City. 

Rev. Malone served the United 
Methodist church in Junction City, 
Kentucky for three years while attending 
Asbury Theological Seminary. 

Prior to that time, he served the 


Eeros/Antioch charge in Monroe and 
Chatham UMC. 

“I am humbled and honored by the invi¬ 
tation to serve as District Superintendent. I 
am looking forward to working with my 
colleagues in ministry, serving as pastor 
and mentor to the clergy in Monroe 
District,” said Rev. Malone. 

He is married to Vanessa Malone. They 
have two sons, two daughters and four 
grandchildren. 


Disaster Recovery 



Leona Cousins shares a laugh outside her home with Ken Ward, contractor with the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry. Teams of United Methodist volunteers repaired Cousins’ Slidell home, which was damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina in August 2005. The disaster recovery ministry is in the process of downsizing. 


Conference disaster recovery ministry ‘looks back’ 


Leona Cousins is one of thousands of 
hurricane survivors who have been assist¬ 
ed since September of 2005 by the 
Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery ministry. 

Through the efforts of the ministry, 
supported and funded through United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, Cousins’ 
Slidell home was rebuilt after Hurricane 
Katrina sent a tidal wave over her home 
in 2005. 


In the past five years, volunteers 
organized through The United Methodist 
Church have flooded Louisiana and 
Mississippi and helped thousands of peo¬ 
ple like Cousins put their homes and lives 
back together again. 

During that period, Louisiana’s 
Disaster Recovery Ministry hosted 
96,181 volunteers and helped more than 
67,766 households that were affected by 
Hurricanes Rita, Katrina, Ike and Gustav. 


Those volunteers have served 
4,188,433 volunteer hours which add up 
to an in-kind donation to the State of 
Louisiana of more than $83.4 million 
dollars. The state uses this figure to offset 
its debt to the federal government for aid 
provided in the wake of the storms. 

“It is remarkable that so many people 
have been helped through this ministry in 
such life-changin ways. Not only have 
See Disaster Recovery, page 4 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Four Things on My Mind 


Four things are on my mind 
tonight: 

1. Japan 

2. Rayne 

3. The Middle East 

4. Appointments 

We’ve all been transfixed and dis¬ 
tressed by the news coming out of 
Japan. The thought of an earthquake 
and a Tsunami and a nuclear melt¬ 
down all happening at the same time 
is almost unfathomable. I remember 
my initial feelings following the dev¬ 
astation of Katrina and Rita and the 
oppressive worry of “What are we 
going to do to rebuild after this?” It 
consumed us all for years, and still is 
high on our list of concerns and pri¬ 
orities. And there is no value in com¬ 
parisons, but I can’t help myself in 
thinking, “We had it light in compari¬ 
son.” Can you imagine what the 
people of Japan are going through at 
this stage of their grappling with 
what has happened??? It is indeed 
overwhelming. They certainly need 
our prayers as the world helps them 
to reconstruct their country. 

I pray all of our churches have 
given people the opportunity to give 
to the relief and recovery efforts in 
Japan through UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief). 
Without UMCOR we would never 
have been able to recover as we have 
here at home. It is one of the most 
powerful and blessed ministries pro¬ 
vided by The United Methodist 
Church. If you have not given to a 
special offering for this triple-pow¬ 
ered disaster, I plead with you to do 
so as soon as possible. 

In Rayne, Louisiana there are 
many suffering loss from the tornado 
that ripped through there a couple of 
weeks ago. Rev. Darryl Tate, our 
Director of Disaster Recovery has 
been over to assess the damage and 
he tells me we, the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, are being asked to care for 
the Case Management in this small, 
but tragic disaster. I have requested 
the first $10,000 from UMCOR for 
our work in Rayne. We may be call¬ 
ing for another special offering to 
help our own fellow Louisiana citi¬ 
zens cope with the losses they are 
facing. Please be in prayer for the 
people of this small southern 
Louisiana community as they begin 


to put their lives 
and homes back 
together. 

The introduc¬ 
tion of armed sup¬ 
port to the crisis in 
Libya is of great 
concern. The 
question races 
through my mind 
of where this will 
ultimately lead us as a nation. While 
I understand the need for intervention 
in a blood bath, I still am distressed 
that we have yet one more armed 
conflict in which we are engaged. I 
pray this crisis will come to a quick 
close and we will be able to pull 
back and let the people of that nation 
handle their own needs. Again, our 
prayers are needed for the “peace of 
Libya” and other Middle Eastern 
countries that are in turmoil. 

Quite apart from these internation¬ 
al and local concerns for the health, 
safety, and well being of God’s chil¬ 
dren, I currently am deeply into my 
commitment to and concern for our 
appointment process. Our Cabinet is 
significantly engaged at this time in 
this annual work of supplying pastors 
to our Conference churches, all 502 
of them! We are working with dili¬ 
gence and with total commitment to 
the process we laid out to the 
Conference last fall. I invite everyone 
to join us in prayer that we will be 
guided by God’s Holy Spirit to make 
the right and effective decisions that 
will move our Conference churches 
forward in their service to God’s mis¬ 
sion and the mission field we have 
each been given to serve. This is a 
sacred and holy work and has great 
bearing on the life of our An nual 
Conference. 

Lent is a beautiful and introspec¬ 
tive time of year. It is a time in 
which we enter deeply into our 
prayer lives as we search out our 
own souls and as we offer more of 
ourselves to God’s use. Please 
include these four concerns in your 
prayers so that God’s love, grace, 
redemption and direction will be 
given to all. 

In Christ’s love, 

Am 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Leadership Summit slated April 6: 
Registration deadline is April 1 


The Council of Bishops, in cooperation 
with the Connectional Table, is sponsoring 
a series of conversations about the role of 
the annual conference and its leaders in 
driving adaptive change for the United 
Methodist Church. 

One key component will be the United 
Methodist Church Leadership Summit, a 
three-hour webcast conversation to be held 
April 6, 2011 beginning at 11 a.m. The 
summit will be webcast from Nashville, 
Tennessee with conversation groups organ¬ 
ized in each episcopal area. Feedback ques¬ 
tions and comments may be sent by email 
to presenters who will respond to as many 
as possible during the last hour of the sum¬ 
mit. The event will be archived and avail¬ 
able for viewing on the internet for 15 
months after the initial webcast. 

The first hour will consist of presenta¬ 
tions by the Council of Bishops and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Call to Action Steering 
Team, followed by an hour of guided con¬ 
versation among participants in their own 
locations and then a final hour in which the 
presenters in Nashville respond to email 
questions posed by leaders around the 
world (questions and comments may be 
sent to 

feedback@umcleadershipsummit.org). 

Participants can expect to hear: 

A clear and compelling summary 
from the Council of Bishops about the 
future of the UMC and the implications of 
the COB’s adoption of the Call to Action 


recommendations 

An opportunity for Holy 
Conversation with other leaders from their 
annual conference about how they can best 
lead toward increasing the number of vital 
congregations. 

A deeper awareness of how our 
identity and aspirations as United 
Methodists shape the ways we worship, 
leam and work together to fulfill our 21st 
century mission 

Preparatory materials will be available 
online on or before March 23. They will 
include links to draft reports from study 
committees that will be discussed during 
the conversation. Reading the material 
ahead of time will enhance one’s participa¬ 
tion but is not a prerequisite for effective 
participation in the conversation. A glos¬ 
sary of terms will be included. 

All conference members and clergy are 
welcome to attend the April 6 United 
Methodist Church Leadership Summit. 
Sites for the summit include Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC in 
Mandeville, First UMC in Lake Charles, 
and Trinity UMC in Ruston. 

Participants must register through their 
respective District Offices by Friday, April 
1, 2011. Please be prepared to indicate the 
location you will be attending. A $5 regis¬ 
tration fee covers the cost of lunch, and is 
payable on the day of training at your spe¬ 
cific location. All are invited to attend. 
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Forming disciples 

BY KAMIL. RICE 

In Minnesota, a man has begun monthly 
visits with a prisoner. A family in 
Pennsylvania directly affected by lay-offs 
is being supported and lifted in prayer. 

Teens send disappointed texts when their 
small group in Tennessee has to be can¬ 
celled. A homeless shelter is opening in an 
Ohio town of 10,000 residents. Arkansas 
women share their spiritual journeys while 
knitting prayer shawls. And small-group 
ministries are helping write endless more 
stories like these. 

Fifty-six-year-old Beverly Graham, a 
lifelong United Methodist and administra¬ 
tor for FaithSpring Church, a new congre¬ 
gation in Little Rock, Ark., learns much 
from being in a small group with people in 
her church from different backgrounds. 
Recently, one man described turning off his 
car radio a few blocks from work each 
morning so he could have some quiet time 
listening and praying to God. 

“That was life-changing for me,” says 
Graham. “My prayers have been a one-way 
conversation. I need to listen more. I think 
that’s going to make a big difference in my 
prayer life.” She may have read such ideas 
before, but hearing about it from this “reg¬ 
ular guy” makes implementing the practice 
seem more possible than does hearing 
about it only from a pastor. “I look at that 
guy and say, ‘Tie’s like me,”’ she says. 

Relating, serving, growing 

Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, 

Ohio, didn’t always have 260 cell groups 
encompassing more than half of the 4,000 
weekly worship attendees. When the Rev. 
Mike Slaughter arrived at the United 
Methodist church in 1979, only 70-80 peo¬ 
ple attended each week. 

“For the church to grow, and for those 
already in it to be inspired to stay, I knew 
that people had to find significance for 
themselves within their Ginghamsburg 
experience through developing meaningful 
relationships and finding significant places 
of service,” Slaughter, Ginghamsburg’s 
lead pastor, says. “Thriving small groups 
help people accomplish both of these, and 
both are essential to spiritual growth. That 
was true in 1979, and it’s still true in 
2011 .” 

Small groups that support discipleship 
can follow a range of models. They are 
usually most effective with 6-12 members. 
Kevin Applegate, Ginghamsburg’s adult 
cell-group ministries director, says the 
focus is on life-changing Bible study and 
accountability leading to long-term disci¬ 
pleship. 

While all Ginghamsburg groups start 
out using a curriculum based on the ser¬ 
mon, some groups intersperse that with 
non-sermon-based study. Groups are typi¬ 
cally built around location, strong affinity 
(such as motorcycle group ministry), or 
ministry emphasis, which Ginghamsburg 
always pushes to be undergirded by small 
groups. Life stage may also be a common¬ 
ality. “A mixed group makes a better group 
in the end,” acknowledges Applegate, “but 
it’s harder to start.” 

Clarifying expectations 

Members deciding expectations together 
and writing a group covenant is a helpful 


, building relationships: the ministry of small groups 



process, Applegate says. Expectations that 
are not voiced and, therefore, are not met, 
can sometimes be the downfall of a group. 
Ginghamsburg groups rewrite their 
covenants each year. This helps keep 
groups from getting so stuck on being rela¬ 
tional that they stop pushing each other for¬ 
ward. 

Covenants are also an integral part of 
the seven covenant discipleship groups at 
Fairmount Avenue United Methodist 
Church in St. Paul, Minn. Very structured, 
they are formed around the United 
Methodist “General Rule of Discipleship.” 
Each week, each member describes his or 
her acts of compassion, justice, worship 
and devotion as well as spiritual prompt¬ 
ings received. 

For member Tom Ihlenfeldt, the 
covenant and weekly accountability “really 
freed me to take an inventory of my life 
and where I spend my time and what’s 
important. It makes me more cognizant of 
how I fit into the world I live in. 1 think 
twice about what I say and how 1 live with 
the people around me.” 

Each written covenant describes specifi¬ 
cally what that group means by acts of 
compassion, justice, worship and devotion. 
An item cannot be included in the covenant 
unless all members are willing to be bound 
by it. 

The covenants and questions provide “a 
really useful framework for shaping how 
we do ministry,” says the Rev. Michelle 
Hargrave, 

Fairmount’s 
pastor. 

“Instead of 
my preach¬ 
ing, ‘We 
should be 
doing this 
for justice,’ 

I’ve now 
got 17-20 
percent of 
the congre¬ 
gation ask¬ 
ing ques¬ 
tions about 
justice.” 

Making 
connections 

West Grove (Pa.) United Methodist 
Church includes any group meeting for a 
specific purpose that also has spiritual 
growth, fellowship and mission in its 
small-group ministries. The softball team is 
a small group since the team prays and has 
devotions at their gatherings and is part of 
the church’s house-building ministry. 

The Rev. Wendy Hudson-Jacoby, lead 
pastor, says the softball team opens a way 
to involve spouses or others who weren’t 
interested in church or growing in disciple¬ 
ship and to begin building relationships that 
help them eventually accept invitations to 
Sunday school classes and other small 
groups more focused on Bible study. 

Hudson-Jacoby says discipleship 
includes readying people for a deepening 
relationship with God. “Because they’ve 
built relationships with people, they do 
more, and they’re physically involved (in 
the life of the church). That’s when the 
spiritual fruit starts to happen.” 


She says small groups also help close 
the church’s back door. “If folks don’t have 
a connection with others on a meaningful 
level, it’s easier for them to wander away 
and nobody notices.” 

The depth of relationship, vulnerability 
and care that can be shared between small- 
group members can significantly affect 
spiritual growth. 

“It’s been a transformative experience to 
watch how people grow when they’re able 
to be with the same people week after 
week and when they go through times of 

crisis and 
are able to 
have spiri¬ 
tual guides 
to help 
them,” 
says Sheila 
Michel, 
director of 
small 
groups at 
First 
United 
Methodist 
Church in 
Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. The 
covenant 
disciple¬ 
ship model guides those groups who use it 
less formally than do the Fairmount groups. 

“I feel like I have a more personal rela¬ 
tionship with God,” Michel says of her 
own small-group experience. “Before I was 
faithful but in sort of a lackadaisical way.... 
(Now) when I am failing, the people in my 
group are able to express to me how I am 
failing in a way that is poignant and loving 
because they know my journey.” 

“Discipleship really only takes place in 
small-group community,” says Applegate. 
“Bible study’s easy for most people, but it’s 
that hard question of ‘now what?’ that 
makes the difference.” 

Meeting challenges 

Challenges for churches seeking a 
vibrant small-group ministry can include 
finding leaders and helping people who 
have never experienced small groups want 
to try them, says Hudson-Jacoby. 

As FaithSpring grows, Graham expects 
that a very organic small-group ministry 


will probably need more structure to man¬ 
age increased numbers. 

Applegate continually urges long-time 
groups to keep serving and pushing on 
each other’s lives to avoid becoming stag¬ 
nant. 

Ministry to pastors, too 

“Most churches stay small because their 
one pastor, who serves as both caregiver 
and teacher, can only pay attention to so 
many people at one time,” says Slaughter. 
“A church will only grow when people in it 
learn how to start taking care of them¬ 
selves—and others—through effective 
small-group ministry.” 

“One of the things people like about 
being in a group,” Michel says, is that 
“they see themselves as (both) sheep and as 
shepherds, and they see there is so much 
more they can do or be for the rest of the 
sheep.” 

In the early 1990s, Slaughter says he 
and his wife Carolyn were experiencing 
significant issues within their marriage but 
were careful to maintain the fapade that all 
was well. “However, the small couples 
group we were part of at the time saw 
through that false exterior and held us 
accountable for addressing the problems 
within our marriage,” he explains. 

“The group also provided the encour¬ 
agement we needed as we went through the 
difficult healing process. This was critical 
to transforming our relationship.” 

Because members take turns facilitating 
Fairmount’s groups, Hargrave does not 
always lead. This allows her to receive 
ministry. “It’s wonderful as a pastor to be 
moved and challenged by the people of my 
church who are doing the work of disciple¬ 
ship.” 

Resources for small-group ministries 

General Board of Discipleship, 
www.gbod.org, click on “Living the United 
Methodist Way,” choose from the menu to 
the left. 

Covenant Discipleship: Christian 
Formation through Mutual Accountability, 
David Lowes Watson, Abingdon Press, 
www.cokesbury.com, (800) 672-1789. 

Devotional Life in the Wesleyan 
Tradition, Steve Haiper, 
www.upperroom.org/bookstore, (800) 972- 
0433. 


Toward vital congregations 

In November 2010, the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops called for making vital 
congregations the denomination's first 
priority for the next decade. Small group 
ministries in local churches is one of four 
ministry areas typical to "high-vitality 
congregations." Other ministries typical to 
such churches are effective worship, 
strong lay leadership and pastoral 
effectiveness. 
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Disaster Recovery, from page 1 

our clients had their lives and homes 
restored, our staff and volunteers have been 
forever impacted by their involvement in 
this effort,” said Rev. Darryl Tate, execu¬ 
tive director of the La. United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery Ministry. 

The ministry is currently downsizing 
and has made several major changes in 
their statewide efforts and offices. As part 
of the downsizing, the staff of 140 has been 
decreased to 10 persons. 

A recap of this work and the status of 
each Disaster Recovery Station is outlined 
below: 

Upper River Station located at Grand 
River United Methodist Church completed 
its work on May 14, 2010. A total of 173 
homes damaged or destroyed by 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike were restored. 
Case managers helped an additional 173 
clients with needs other than rebuilding 
homes. Client assistance totaled $498,000. 


From September 2005 through the end 
of June 2010, 12,255 clients in the Lake 
Charles District received assistance in 
recovering from Hurricanes Rita and Ike. 

A total of 14,794 volunteers worked 
650,692 volunteer hours. A total of 
$1,359,646 in UMCOR funding was used 
for material needs of the clients. The 
Disaster Recovery Ministry worked with 
Rev. Steven Spurlock, Lake Charles 
District Superintendent, and area pastors in 
the district to create a locate mission out¬ 
reach to the people in the district that still 
need help with hurricane recovery. The out¬ 
reach will distribute $100,000 in the form 
of grants that can be used to purchase 
materials that will be used for hurricane 
repairs. The end date for this program is 
July 30, 2011. Any hinds left at that time 
will be moved to the New Orleans project. 

Lower River Station (Houma and Dulac 
Community Center) has been the continua¬ 
tion of work started by the La. United 
Methodist Annual Conference since 1992 



when Hurricane Andrew hit Louisiana. 

This stonn ravaged area was affected by 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike. 
Since 2005, the Conference Disaster 
Recovery Ministry has welcomed more 
than 10,590 volunteers who have worked 
555,466 volunteer hours. Using UMCOR 
funds, $1,312,254 was used to cover the 
cost of materials. Since April of this year, 
the ministry has worked alongside PDA 
(what does PDA stand for) volunteers; due 
to this partnership, we will be able to work 
additional open cases. 

New Orleans Stations have been the 
most productive of all our stations because 
of the national attention received by 
Hurricane Katrina. Partnering with multiple 
agencies around the world, the ministry has 
served 61,738 households with 68,320 vol¬ 
unteers giving 2,899,884 volunteer hours. 
Using those numbers, the in-kind donation 
of labor adds up to $61.5 million. With 
UMCOR hinds, client assistance totaled 
$3,532,456 used to purchase materials. 

The disaster ministry funneled $500,000 
to Baton Rouge-based Hope Ministries to 
use in assisting storm evacuees who relo¬ 
cated to the Greater Baton Rouge area. 
These hinds were used to help clients with 
relocation costs and with job searches. 

In the ahermath of the Gulf Oil Crisis, 
children and teens living in the coastal 
areas affected by the spill needed emotional 
and social support. The ministry hired a 
part-time Youth Director to work with the 
youth in Plaquemines Parish. The main 
goal for the youth group was to offer a safe 
place where young people could retreat 
from the daily troubles that they were 
experiencing at home. Events planned for 
the kids included Christian skate night, a 
Christian concert, a visit to a water park, 
Art Night, a youth Christmas party, and 
Christmas caroling throughout the commu¬ 
nity. School supplies were also gathered 
and donated to area youth. A total of 29 
teens have registered for the group. Each 
event averages about 20 participants. 


Over the past 12 months, the ministry 
has conducted Disaster Preparedness 
Training in five of the seven districts, 
worked with local congregation commit¬ 
tees setting their Disaster Plans, and fin¬ 
ished the Conference Disaster Plan. A man¬ 
ual has been completed offering a template 
which they can used by any local church’s 
local disaster committee. This manual will 
be available this spring through the District 
Offices and the Conference Office of 
Disaster Preparedness. 

UMCOR has authorized an additional 
$500,000 grant to be used by the La. 

United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry. UMCOR leadership recommend¬ 
ed that $400,000 be placed in a fund with 
the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana. The interest earned by the fund 
will support the employment of a part-time 
Director of Disaster Preparedness for our 
annual conference. Only the interest that is 
earned from these hinds can be used to pay 
salary for this position, starting with con¬ 
ference year 2012-13. 

The thousands who have come to the 
Gulf Coast offering help have left with life¬ 
long friendships. 

“Connections and relationships have 
continued way beyond anything Katrina 
did,” said a frequent disaster recovery vol¬ 
unteer. “We always say it is not about the 
project, it is not about the work, it is about 
the relationship.” 

People like Leona Cousins will tell you 
it was the church that was there to care for 
their physical and spiritual needs. 

“While we are most grateful for our 
local, state and federal systems, we have 
been reminded time and again that people 
need spiritual nurture and personal relation¬ 
ships along with the physical recovery,” 
said the Rev. Don Cottrill, provost for the 
Louisiana Annual (regional) Conference. 

“There is a need that only the faith com¬ 
munity can feed.” 



Counter-clockwise, Lori Coonce (left), a member of First United Methodist Church in Victoria, Texas, takes a moment from working to talk with Joyce Mohr, a New Orleans resi¬ 
dent whose home was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Student volunteers from Virginia Tech help to gut one of the thousands of homes destroyed by flood waters from 
Hurricane Katrina. With the help of donations and volunteer labor, the United Methodist disaster response ministry in Louisiana was able to build a house for Linda Meyer, which 
replaces the Slidell home she lost during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Work on the raised structure began Jan. 21 and was completed on March 7, 2010. Pictured in front of Meyer’s 
new home during a dedication are Dale Kimball, then special projects manager for the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry; Rev. Marie Williams, then pastor of 
Aldersgate UMC in Slidell; Debbie Schimmeck, case manager for the Meyer project; Linda Meyer, homeowner; and Rev. Darryl Tate, director of Louisiana’s disaster response 
ministry. 
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Epworth Project 
continues disaster response 



— 


: 





Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast over five years ago, but there is 
still work to be done. Families are still 
displaced from their homes, living in 
trailers or with families. Resources 
exclusively for hurricane damage are 
depleting, but people are still in need of 
help. 

The Epworth Project is a spin-off of 
the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Response ministry, with the Louisiana 
Conference currently providing tools 
and equipment. The Epworth Project is a 
long term, sustainable, faith-based vol¬ 
unteer organization that will serve the 
Greater New Orleans area, including the 
Northshore. Its mission is to continue to 
bring volunteers to Louisiana to render 
support to current disaster victims, pro¬ 
vide limited services regarding social- 
related crisis and maintain all levels of 
preparedness for future disasters. The 
Project was approved by the United 
Methodist Conference and operates from 
the Epworth Center located on the cam¬ 
pus of Aldersgate United Methodist 


Church, 360 Robert Blvd., Slidell, LA 
70458. 

The Epworth Project maintains 
liaisons with local churches, civic 
groups and government agencies to 
remain ready to be activated in the event 
of a crisis or disaster. “Recently, two tor¬ 
nadoes touched down in Slidell, damag¬ 
ing more than 25 homes. Shortly after, 
the Epworth Project was asked by the 
St. Tammany Parish government to offer 
assistance. Within an hour and a half, we 
had equipment and volunteers on site 
assisting home owners,” said Dale 
Kimball, project manager. 

Mission experiences for youth 
groups, college students, young adults 
and church groups of all ages are organ¬ 
ized by the staff. They arrange lodging, 
supplies and entertainment ideas for vis¬ 
iting volunteer work teams. 

Find out more information about the 
Epworth Project by calling (985) 781- 
7990 or by visiting www.epworthpro- 
ject.com 



Clockwise, youth from Tigard (Ore.) United Methodist Church, top left, install siding in 
July 2006 at the home of Regina Batiste in Slidell, La. Raywood Sons, top right, stands 
outside his new Abbeville home, built with the help of United Methodist volunteers. 
Hurricane Rita took away his family home, which had stood strong since 1926. 
Volunteers Karen Yokota (left) and Kenton Kuwada from Wesley UMC in San Jose, 
Calif., paint baseboards that were used in the building of Son’s home. E. Dwight 
Franklin takes a breather while working at his parents' home in New Orleans. Virginia 
Tech students Lisa Rubin (left) and Rachel St. John help gut the interior of the home 
during their spring vacation. 






















































6 


Louisiana Conference 


MARCH 25, 2011 



This satellite image of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in Japan, above left, shows the damage after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. The photo, above right, shows dam¬ 
age at the Asian Rural Institute in Nasushiobara, Japan, after the earthquake. The building housing the dining hall, kitchen, chapel, meeting room and computer room sustained 
significant structural damage.The institute is a Christian-based organization. A UMNS photo courtesy of Jonathan and Satomi McCurley. 


Missionaries in Japan cope with quake’s toll in aftermath 


The Sunday after the biggest earthquake 
in Japan’s history was a time of fellowship 
and thanksgiving for the staff at the Asian 
Rural Institute in Nasushiobara, Japan. 

Although the earthquake’s epicenter lay 
about 200 miles to the north, the local 
church, Nishinasuno, had suffered structur¬ 
al damage. So the institute’s staff, including 
Jonathan McCurley, a United Methodist 
missionary, invited people from the area to 
come and worship. 

“This was a chance for us to share the 
gospel, a meal and gather information from 
one another,” he wrote in an e-mail. 

In Tokyo, the Rev. Claudia Genung 
Yamamoto, a United Methodist missionary, 
discarded her planned Sunday sermon text 
at West Tokyo Union Church, where she 
has served as pastor for nearly 17 years. 

Instead of speaking about the temptation 
of Jesus in the wilderness, she focused on 
Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore 


we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the 
sea, though its waters roar and foam and 
the mountains quake with their surging.” 

As of March 14, the official death toll 
from the earthquake and tsunami stood at 
1,833, but thousands more are thought to 
have died, according to news reports. 

All United Methodist missionaries and 
volunteers in Japan are safe, according to 
the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries. But, along with everyone else in 
Japan, they are feeling the aftereffects of 
the March 11 disaster. 

At the Asian Rural Institute, the staff 
escaped outside as the windows on build¬ 
ings shattered. Students have not yet 
arrived for the coming school year, and 
most volunteers were out planting in the 
fields, said McCurley, who is in ministry 
there with his wife, Satomi. 

“The next day, as the tremors continued, 
we all gathered at 7 a.m. as usual and 


decided that we needed to take care of the 
animals and get the buildings checked to 
know what was safe and not,” he said. 

Broken pipes resulted in water damage 
to most of the buildings. The building 
housing the dining hall, kitchen, chapel, 
meeting room and computer room sus¬ 
tained significant structural damage and is 
unsafe, he reported. “That will be a big 
undertaking to replace as we don’t have 
any earthquake insurance.” 

Even far away, the nuclear threat 
remains a concern. “Because the plants are 
still unstable, we know that there is a 
chance of effects coming to our area,” 
McCurley said. “Please pray that God will 
give protection to us and this area and give 
the ability to the engineers to get the situa¬ 
tion under control.” 

They have been warned “of another 
very large aftershock in the next few days,” 
he noted, and remain concerned about radi¬ 
ation fallout from the damaged nuclear 


plants, even though the wind direction and 
current potency levels of blowing radiation 
“give us some, if little, comfort.” 

“But we also were told that from today 
(Monday), eastern Japan will have con¬ 
trolled blackouts, meaning we will have 
three-hour blocks without electricity, for 
how long we still don’t know.” 

The rolling blackouts were hitting 
Tokyo on March 14 and school was can¬ 
celed, Yamamoto reported, but life seemed 
“fairly normal ... except for the tension in 
the air.” On Sunday, people were con¬ 
cerned about the aftershocks “but still went 
out to do shopping and other activities.” 

The biggest fear, she admitted, is the 
uncertainty over the nuclear situation. 
"Thirty percent of Japan’s electricity is run 
by nuclear power plants, the rest by water 
and other resources,” she explained. “Now 
we are worried about the meltdown of 
these reactors. It is affecting all of us.” 


The Sendai region is in turmoil following the earthquake, says missionary 


A missionary close to the epicenter of 
Japan’s devastating earthquake reports that 
people there are suffering from a disaster 
“in three dimensions.” 

The Rev. Jeffrey Mensendiek, a United 
Church of Christ missionary who serves as 
director of youth ministries at the Emmaus 
Center and the Sendai Student/Youth 
Center in Sendai, described his concerns 
about how those living in the earthquake 
zone, particularly the elderly, are coping. 

“This disaster has three dimensions,” 
Mensendiek wrote in a March 15 e-mail 
addressed to United Methodist missionaries 
in Japan. “First is the earthquake itself. 
Second is the destruction from the tidal 
wave. The third is the nuclear dimension, 
which is hard to put a finger on, but it 
exists as a deep and present fear.” 

With a widening nuclear threat sparked 
by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, 


Japan is facing what its prime minister has 
called the country’s worst crisis since 
World War II. As rescuers search parts of 
400 miles of devastated coastline in north¬ 
eastern Japan, some feared as many as 
15,000 people may be dead. 

“Sendai is in turmoil,” Mensendiek said. 
“Young people are evacuating. Most people 
at church are elderly. Without water and 
electricity, they are experiencing so much 
trouble in their daily life that for them, the 
biggest priority is to get through the day 
with the basic necessities.” 

The largest city in the Tohoku region of 
Japan, with a population of 1 million, 
Sendai is about 50 miles from the nuclear 
reactors that were damaged by the earth¬ 
quake. Although 10 deaths in Sendai are 
reported in the government’s official death 
toll so far, about 200 to 300 bodies were 
found in the city’s Wakabayashi district. 


according to the New York Times. 

“Central Sendai has electricity and 
water, but we are not certain how long this 
will last,” Mensendiek told Christian col¬ 
leagues. “Outlying areas do not even have 
the pleasures of electricity and water. Food 
and gasoline are also scarce throughout. 
Most depressing is the situation along the 
coast. We are expecting another cold wave, 
and our hearts go out to those who are still 
isolated from the necessary lifelines.” 

Mensendiek’s wife and children have 
evacuated to Kyoto, where her parents live. 
About 20 people gathered in the small 
room at the church he attends with only 
kerosene stoves to keep out the cold. 

The pastor encouraged them to remem¬ 
ber that only God could see the whole pic¬ 
ture of their situation. “Each member had 
their own story about their struggles,” 
Mensendiek said. “But when we brought 


these stories together, it helped us see how 
fragmented and limited human vision is 
compared to God’s vision.” 

Nearly all United Methodist mission 
work in Japan is in cooperation with ecu¬ 
menical partners, including the United 
Church of Christ in Japan, the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan and the National 
Christian Council in Japan. 

The Emmaus Center is part of the 
United Church of Christ in Japan. 
Mensendiek reported that the church mod¬ 
erator was in Sendai with an assessment 
team to gather information over the next 
few days. 

“Experts are here from Kobe and 
Niigata — both areas that have experienced 
tremendous earthquakes,” he added. “But 
this situation this time is different. The 
tsunami factor and the nuclear factor are 
new.” 
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FAQ: Japan earthquake and response 


The United Methodist Church, which 
has had a long-time relationship with 
Christians in Japan, has been monitoring 
events following the catastrophic March 11 
earthquake and tsunami — and subsequent 
nuclear threat — in Japan. Here is some 
basic information regarding the church’s 
response and relationships there: 

How can individuals contribute to 
relief efforts? 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief is working with the United Church 
of Christ in Japan and GlobalMedic to 
bring immediate relief to the affected com¬ 
munities. The name of UMCOR’s emer¬ 
gency appeal has been changed from 
Pacific Emergency to Japan Emergency, 
UMCOR Advance #3021317. Donations 
can be made through your local church, 
indicating the advance number on the 
memo portion of your check. Donations 
can also be sent to the La. Annual 
Conference, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802. Indicate the advance # 
and your local church in the memo area. 

A grant to the United Church of Christ 
in Japan will help the church respond to the 
most pressing humanitarian needs, such as 
clean drinking water, food, basic cooking 
and eating supplies, clothing and heating 
fuel. 

GlobalMedic has offered three services 
to the government of Japan: deployment of 
a rescue team with specialized dog units, 
use of an inflatable field hospital and distri¬ 
bution of water purification units to the 
region. 

Should the government indicate that it 
has covered these needs, GlobalMedic will 
work with Peace Winds Japan, a local non¬ 
governmental organization, to distribute 
blankets, food and water among earthquake 
and tsunami survivors. 

UMCOR also is in contact with interna¬ 
tional ecumenical partners Church World 
Service and ACT Alliance to help coordi¬ 
nate relief efforts. 

Are volunteer-in-mission teams being 
organized to assist in Japan? 

The situation in Japan at present is not 
conducive to relief volunteers coming in 
from other countries. Neither UMCOR nor 
the United Methodist Board of Global 


Ministries facilitates volunteers in disaster 
zones unless requested by local partners or 
government agencies. No such requests 
have been made to date. 

What is The United Methodist 
Church’s presence in Japan? 

The United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries has nearly 20 related profession¬ 
als in Japan, including mission personnel, 
missionaries and volunteers who work with 
ecumenical partners. After the earthquake, 
all were accounted for by the morning of 
March 13. 

What are the church’s ecumenical 
relationships in Japan? 

Christian churches work closely togeth¬ 
er in Japan. The United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries continues many histori¬ 
cal relationships begun in the 19th century. 
The Kyodan, or United Church of Christ of 
Japan, is the largest Protestant church in 
Japan, formed in the World War II era by a 
merger of 33 denominations, including the 
Methodists. Other ecumenical partners 
include the Korean Christian Church in 
Japan and the National Christian Council 
in Japan. 

Major institutions include the new 
Wesley Center in Tokyo, related to the 
Board of Global Ministries’ Women’s 
Division, and the Asian Rural Institute, 
used by the board for training people from 
Asia and Africa in sustainable agriculture. 
The National Christian Council in Japan 
also works closely with the student 
Christian center and Tohoku Gakuin 
University in Sendai, near the earthquake’s 
epicenter. 

The Women’s Division also has rela¬ 
tionships with three universities or colleges 
in Japan through its higher education initia¬ 
tive: Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo, 
Hiroshima Jogakuin University in 
Hiroshima and Kwassui Women’s College 
in Nagasaki. 

Church officials, including the presi¬ 
dent of the Council of Bishops, and mis¬ 
sionaries are asking for prayer as well as 
donations. 

Jonathan and Satomi McCurley, United 
Methodists based at the Asian Rural 
Institute, asked for prayers for relief efforts. 


Louisiana pastor commissioned as men’s ministry specialist 



Gil Hanke, top staff executive of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, 
joins Joseph Silvas, Hurst, Texas, (left) and Mark Lubbock following their commission¬ 
ing as men’s ministry specialists during the March 3-6 meeting of the National 
Association of Conference Presidents of UM Men. 


Mark Lubbock, a United Methodist 
local pastor from Baton Rouge, La., was 
certified as a men’s ministry specialists 
during the March 3-6 meeting of the 
National Association of Conference 
Presidents of United Methodist Men. 

Lubbock previously agreed to serve as a 
deployed staff member of the Nashville- 
based General Commission on United 
Methodist Men, and he is available to help 
local churches and conferences in the 
South Central Jurisdiction expand their 
ministries to men. 

He is scheduled to be one of the princi¬ 
pal leaders at a July 29-31 South Central 
Jurisdiction Conference at First United 
Methodist Church in Wichita, Kans. (On 
line registration and brochure available at 
www.tcumm.org. Click on SCJ Gathering), 


Men are certified as specialists after 
engaging in classroom training, interactive 
web-based education and after making a 
commitment to ongoing spiritual growth. 
These men may then offer training, 
resources and programs to enable congre¬ 
gations to reach men outside their faith 
communities and help men within their 
churches to grow spiritually. 

These specialists do not replace district 
or conference leaders; they are resource 
partners with and for them. 

Joe Kelly of St. Francisville, Ron Sarver 
of Lafayette and Don Shelmire 
of Baton Rouge were previously certified 
as men’s ministry specialists. A total of 22 
men have been certified as men’s ministry 
specialists. 


First UMC - Pineville 



First United Methodist Church in Pineville collected teddy bears for the Rapides Parish 
CASA program as their “Mission of the Month” project in February. The CASA program 
gives the bears to children who are removed from unsafe homes. Sometimes, these 
children leave with only the clothes on their backs, and the teddy bears provide a 
source of love and comfort during the transition period. 
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Native American group preserves culture 


and history through dance 



Since 1995, the Dulac Community 
Center has sponsored the Bayou Eagles 
Native American Dance Group. In 1996, 
the group applied for and received a grant 
for $1,500 from the Arts & Humanities 
Council. Lora Ann Chaisson and Louise 
Billiot, members of the United Houma 
Nation tribe, volunteered to lead the dance 
group. The purpose of the Bayou Eagles 
was to provide recreation, build self¬ 
esteem and cultural prid,e and instill lead¬ 
ership skills among its members who were 
learning their own cultural history along 
with Native American dance and music. 
Every meeting begins with non-denomina- 
tional prayer. 

Throughout the years, the Bayou 
Eagles have been asked to perform at a 
variety of special events throughout 
Louisiana. They have participated in many 
Native American Pow-Wows, the New 
Orleans Jazz Fest, Native American gradu¬ 
ation ceremonies, school presentations and, 
of course, special events sponsored by the 
Dulac Community Center. 

Billiot has retired from her position as 
coordinator of the Bayou Eagles, a position 
she held for more than 15 years. The 
Bayou Eagles presented her with a hand¬ 
made quilt which has the United Houma 
Nation tribal design sewn into it. 

In 2010, the Dulac Community Center 
received a grant from the Women’s 
Division of the General Board of Global 
Ministries to write and present a special 
program on the history of the Houma Tribe 
and the special role the Dulac Community 
Center has played in the lives of the Native 
American population in Dulac. 

The group was honored and presented 
with the Chief’s Special Award in 
December 2010 at the tribe’s annual 
awards banquet for their work in preserv¬ 
ing the culture and traditions of the Houma 
tribe. 



taith & ^Finance 


Free, Quarterly E-newsletter 
for Stewardship and Finance Leaders 
in the United Methodist Church 


‘Faith & ‘Finance is designed to assist 
church lay leaders in the areas of 
finance,giving and general church 
leadership. 


Let us help you educate and inspire 
your congregation on how we should 
use money, not just for the church 
budget, but as a matter of discipleship 
and a means of transforming lives! 


UNITED Ml- mi II HIST 

FOUNDATION 

p/ i'-jjy mm riii - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 


Sign up today! 

www.umf.org 

(Click on Free Newsletters!) 



















A Day Ok Caring 

Feed My Sheep 


Ll/iritJ jVfciiWist CJitnnlks 
of Luiisirfridi 

In keeping with the 2011 
denominational focus of "ministry 
with the poor," local churches 
throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference will participate in a 
variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams during “A Day of Caring: 
Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 
2011. Congregations have been 
asked to design a service project 
that will be implemented on that 
day, focusing on the needs of the 
poor in their neighborhood or 
community. Many local churches 
are already involved in outreach 
ministry with the poor. In those 
cases, there is no need to "re¬ 
invent the wheel"! Congregations 
are encouraged to work toward 
developing an activity for May 14 
that ties in with what they are 
already doing. And to try as hard 
as they can to involve all age 
groups in the church in some way. 
Less "physically able" members 
can serve as prayer partners. 
Children and youth can take an 
active role in age appropriate tasks 
that day, or leading up to May 14. 
If churches don’t have an existing 
outreach ministry to the poor, now 
they can create something or part¬ 
ner with other local churches to 
“make a difference.” Read about 
Day of Caring at www.la-umc.org 
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2011 Annual Conference in Shreveport 



This year’s annual conference logo reflects the current denominational and confer¬ 
ence focus of ‘Vninistry with the poor.” The logo was designed by Amy Book, 
Creative and Media Director for First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, La. 
The 2011 session of the La. Annual Conference is slated June 5-8. 


‘With the Poor’ 
Conference Theme 

The 2011 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held at 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. 
from June 5-8. 

“With the Poor” is the theme for this 
year’s event, with Galatians 2:10 as the 
inspirational scripture for the theme. 
The conference and denominational 
focus this year is on ministry with the 
poor, and is reflected in this theme. 

Worship services and testimonials 
throughout the annual conference are 
also centered on the theme. 

The concern for the elimination of 
world-wide poverty will be woven 
throughout the conference, particularly 
as delegates reflect on “A Day of 
Caring,” when United Methodist 
churches statewide will be in ministry 
with the poor on May 14. On that day, 
local churches will participate in a vari¬ 
ety of poverty outreach programs. 
Congregations have been asked to 
design a service project that will be 
implemented on that day, focusing on 
the needs of the poor in their neighbor¬ 
hood or community. 

Annual conference delegates will be 
electing delegates for both the 2012 
General and 2012 Jurisdictional 
Conferences to represent the Louisiana 
Conference. 

The Commission on the General 

See Annual Conference, page 3 


Conference offerings focus on elimination of poverty 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be col¬ 
lected with an emphasis on the elimina¬ 
tion of poverty at home and abroad, this 
year’s denominational focus for The 
United Methodist Church. 

A collection for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to be used in 
response to the tsunami and earthquakes 
in Japan will be taken Sunday night dur¬ 
ing the Memorial Service held in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary’s campus. 

Tuesday night’s offering will be desig¬ 
nated for ministry with the poor living in 
Louisiana. Each congregation is asked to 
come prepared to share a financial and 
ministry “pledge and commitment form” 
for the coming year (2011-2012) that 
responds to Ministry with the Poor. 


These commitments of money and serv¬ 
ice are to be selected by the local congre¬ 
gation and expended either within their 
own communities, or in a larger mission 
field, during 2011-12. Churches will fill 
out a commitment form that will be 
collected during Tuesday night’s wor¬ 
ship service (see page 5). The funds will 
not be received by the Conference, but 
will be tallied and reported at annual con¬ 
ference, along with information about the 
ministry. Through this effort, the 
Louisiana United Methodist Annual 
Conference can acknowledge the connec- 
tional ministry of our congregations. 

It is suggested that local churches 
could make a financial commitment of at 
least $ 1 per member, but no less than a 
total of $100 when pledging a sum that 


will be expended in ministry with the 
poor. Delegates are also asked to bring 
one or more non-perishable food items to 
the Tuesday night service for distribution 
to those in need. 

The offering taken during Monday 
night’s Ordination Service at First UMC, 
Shreveport will help with the cost of pro¬ 
viding our ordinands with a tour to the 
Holy Land in 2012. The Louisiana 
Conference has initiated a tour of the 
Holy Land every other year, with our 
new ordinands as special guests. This 
experience will enrich the ministry of 
new pastors during their time in ministry 
among us, and will enhance their spiritual 
journey of faith. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Ministry 4 with’ the poor 


Ministry “with” the poor is such a dif¬ 
ficult concept for us Western minds to 
get into perspective. If we could just be 
given the charge of thinking about min¬ 
istry “to” the poor, or ministry “for” the 
poor we could make light-year leaps into 
the abyss of planning and doing. But 
give us the charge of ministry “with” and 
we are almost stymied. “With” means 
sharing. “With” means equality of 
thought. “With” means no differentia¬ 
tion. That’s hard for us to grasp. 

I recently read these statistics: 
“Between 1947 and 1979 the income of 
the poorest 20% of people in the United 
States grew by 116%. The lowest 
income growth during those 32 years 
took place among the richest 5%. Their 
income grew by 86%. In other words, 
the poor gained a little on the rich. 

“This changed dramatically from 
1979 - 2008. During those 30 years, the 
poor saw their income shrink by 4% 
while the rich gained 73%, far more than 
the rest of the population. The richest 
1% in the United States owns 33.8% of 
the wealth. Just 400 people have as 
much wealth as half of the population.” 
(“Picking the pockets of the poor”, Faith 
in Action, April 6, 2011) 

Those are staggering figures! And, I 
dare to risk a guess, we United 
Methodists are primarily among the 
group whose income is gaining. 

Certainly, we do have those whose 
incomes are shrinking, but they are not 
the prevalent body that makes up our 
church. And it’s very hard for those 
whose incomes are on the rise to do min¬ 
istry “with” those whose income is on 
the decline. It’s just easier to be of a 
benevolent mind and spirit and minister 
“to” and “for” than to sit with those we 
do not understand and with whom we 
have little in common and do ministry 
“with.” 

Our Annual Conference theme this 
year is pushing me to analyze my own 
involvement in ministry “with” the poor. 
As I think about it, 1 have always been in 
ministry “to”, or ministry “for.” There 
have been fleeting moments when I 
worked side-by-side with someone who 
was genuinely poor, but I always went 
home to my own bed of ease and didn’t 
fully understand what “with” really 
meant. I’ve been generous in my finan¬ 
cial giving to ministries that help the 
poor or that provide services for their 
basic needs, but I can’t say that had any¬ 
thing to do “with” them. I’ve even 
enjoyed the brief moments in which I am 
thanked by those less fortunate for my 
benevolent behavior and the meager gifts 
1 have given for their subsistent care, but 
it wasn’t because I did much of anything 
“with” them - again, it was “for” or “to” 
them. I feel 1 need to bow down before 
God and ask forgiveness for my insensi¬ 
tivity to the overwhelming majority of 
this world in which we live. I could 
never say I have come from a back¬ 
ground of financial wealth - far from it!! 


But comparatively 
speaking I have 
come from great 
wealth! 

Yesterday I 
joined some 250 
other seekers after 
wisdom as we sat in 
Rayne Memorial 
United Methodist 
Church in New 
Orleans and heard 
Father Richard Rohr speak to us about 
contemplative living and action. He 
made many wonderful points and 
enriched my mind and spirit by his pres¬ 
entation. But at the very end he said 
something that immediately resonated 
with my soul. He said something like, 
“We have been taught “what” to see, but 
the work of the church is to teach us 
“how” to see.” 

All of my life 1 have been taught to 
see and be aware of the poor. After all, 
Jesus said we would have them with us 
always. And, if we are good Christians 
then we will be concerned about those 
“for” whom Jesus was concerned and 
“to” whom he ministered and “with” 
whom he spent most of his short life. He 
was continually going out of his way to 
be with those who society shunned and 
ignored. He waded deep into the waters 
of love and care with those who had little 
and he gave them hope for tomorrow by 
just being with them and offering them 
paradise today. He was with them con¬ 
stantly. And if I am to follow him and 
his example, I will learn “how” to see as 
he saw, not just “what” he saw. He saw 
the wretched as the ones who had need 
of a physician, who had need of a savior, 
who had need of a friend and he gave 
himself “to” and “for” them. We can do 
no less and be fully his. 

I ask that you pray for me, even as I 
pray for our church that we will come to 
learn “how” to see. “What” we see is so 
every day! It is so common! It is so 
mundane! But “how” we see these every 
day, common and mundane things will 
be the difference between us Christians 
and the rest of the humanitarian world. 
May God give us eyes, hearts, and ears 
that will respond to Jesus’s “how”, 
instead of just to the world’s “what.” 

‘Open my eyes that I may see, 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me; Place 
in my hands the wonderful key, that shall 
unclasp and set me free. Silently now I 
wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to 
see. Open my eyes illumine me, Spirit 
Divine.” (Clara H. Scott, 1895) 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 


2011 Pre-Conference Meetings 

2011 Conference Theme: 

“With the Poor" 

Acadia na 

Sunday, May 1 

3 p.m. 

Asbury UMC, 
Lafayette 


Monday, May 2 

6 p.m. 

First UMC, 
Thibodaux 

Alexandria 

Sunday, May 1 

3 p.m. 

Horseshoe 

Drive UMC 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 15 

3 p.m. 

University UMC 

Lake Charles 

Sunday, May 1 

3 p.m. 

First UMC, 
Welsh 

Monroe 

Monday, May 9 

6:30 p.m. 

Asbury UMC, 
West Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 22 

3 p.m. 

St. Timothy 
UMC, 

Mandeville 

Shreveport 

Sunday, May 1 

3 p.m. 

Asbury UMC, 
Bossier City 


Burgess to preach memorial service 


Rev. Bob Burgess 
will serve as speaker 
for the Memorial and 
Communion Service at 
the 2011 La. Annual 
Conference at 
Centenary College in 
Shreveport 

The service will be 
held Sunday, June 5 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Gold 
Dome. 

Rev. Burgess holds 
a Bachelors degree from Northeast State 


College, a Master of Divinity degree from 
Asbury Theological Seminary, and a 
Doctor of Divinity from Centenary 
College. 

In June of 2005, he was appointed 
superintendent of the Monroe District. He 
retires this June after 43 years of service in 
the clergy. 

Rev. Burgess is married to Peggy 
Burgess. Bob and Peggy have two daugh¬ 
ters and four grandchildren. 


— 



Rev. Bob 
Burgess 


Louisiana Conference,/^^/ 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Agenda 

2011 Annual Conference 

4 With the Poor 9 


(Subject to change) 


Sunday Evening, June 5 


4:00 p.m. 

Registration Training 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Boards and Agencies - see 
schedule of meetings 

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

New Member Orientation for 
Lay & Clergy - Brown Chapel 

5:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. Registration begins - Gold 
Dome 

6:15 p.m. 

Teller Training 

7:00 p.m. 

Pre-Service Music - Gold 

Dome 

7:30 p.m. 

Memorial/ Communion 

Service-Gold Dome 

Monday Morning, June 6 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 
(SPONSORED BY UMM) 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Registration Continues - Gold 

Dome 

8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

Clergy Executive Session - 
Brown Chapel 

Laity Session - Gold Dome 

10:30 a.m. 

Gathering Music 

10:50 a.m. 

The Convening of the 41st 
Session 

Prayer 

Welcome 

Greetings from Dignitaries 

Roll Call 

Motions/Rules of Order 

Adoption of Agenda 

Introduction of Theme 

Episcopal Committee 

11:15 a.m. 

The Episcopal Address 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 

12:00 Noon 

Lunch Break 

Extension Ministries Luncheon 

1:50 p.m. 

Gathering Music 

2:00 p.m. 

Business Session #1 - Gold 

Dome 

Prayer 

“Ministry with the Poor” 

Moment 

Board of Ordained Ministry #1 

3:25 p.m. 

Break (Stand-up) 

3:45 p.m. 

Gathering Music 

3:50 p.m. 

Business Session Continues 
“Ministry with the Poor” 

Moment 

CFA#1 

Conference Ministry Team 

Task Force Reports 

Resolutions/Petitions #1 

Board of Pensions 

Dillard University 

Courtesy Committee Report 

5:00 p.m. 

Closing Prayer 

5:30 p.m. 

Dinner Break 

7:00 p.m. 

Pre-Service Music (First 

UMC, Shreveport) 

7:30 p.m. 

Ordination Service (First 

UMC, Shreveport) 

Reception Following Service 
(Bain Hall, First UMC, 

Shreveport) 

Tuesday Morning, June 7 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. - Noon 

Late Registration 

8:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship (Gold Dome) 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 


9:40 a.m. 
9:50 a.m. 


12:00 Noon 

1:45 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


Gathering Music 
Business Session #2 (Gold 
Dome) 

Prayer 

“Ministry with the Poor" 

Moment 

Committee on the Journal 
Lay Leader Address 
Conference Ministry Team 
Task Force Reports 
Cokesbury 

Children's Home Report & 

Recogintion 

Break 

Board of Ordained Ministry 
Report #2 

Recognition of Retirees 
Explanation of election process 
Courtesy Committee Report 
Prayer 

Dismiss for Lunch 
Retirees Luncheon 
Gathering Music 
Prayer 

Lydia Patterson Greeting 
Elections 

Retired Ministers Home 
Prayer5:00 p.m. 

Dinner Break 
Pre-Service Music (Gold 
Dome) 

Worship - “Love Feast” (Gold 
Dome) 


Wednesday Morning, June 8 


6:45 a.m. 

8:15 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
9:40 a.m. 


11:58 a.m. 

12:00 Noon 
1:15 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

Morning Worship -Gold Dome 
Break 

Gathering Music 

Business Session #3 - Gold 

Dome 

Prayer 

“Ministry with the Poor” 
Moment 

Committee on the Journal 
CFA Report #2 
Nominations Report 
Conference Ministry Team 
Task Force Reports 
Board of Trustees 
Break 

Committee on Rules 
Recognition of those receiving 
awards 

Courtesy Committee Report 
Prayer - Lina McCord Intern 
Greeting 
Lunch 

Gathering Music 

Business Session #4 - Gold 

Dome 

Prayer 

Educational Opportunities 
Holy Land Tour, 2012 
Board of Pensions #2 
Recognition of Disaster 
Recovery 

Service of Sending Forth and 
Deconsecrating of Space 
The Fixing of the 
Appointments 
Departure 


Annual Conference, from page i 
Conference has selected “Make Disciples 
of Jesus Christ to Transform the World” as 
the theme for The United Methodist 
Church’s 2012 General Conference, sched¬ 
uled for April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. The 
theme echoes the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world as a way of aligning the General 
Conference with the denomination’s central 
mission so that the conference is not a one¬ 
time event, but a part of the ongoing min¬ 
istry of the church. 

The South Central 2012 Jurisdictional 
Conference will meet July 18-21 in 
Oklahoma City at the Cox Convention 
Center. The theme will be “Woven 
Together for Transformation.” This event is 
held concurrently with the other four juris¬ 
dictional events. 

There are five jurisdictions in the 
United States per the constitution of the 
United Methodist Church. Each jurisdic¬ 
tion elects its own bishops. The Louisiana 
Conference is in the South Central 
Jurisdiction along with Arkansas, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Texas. There are 11 
Episcopal areas and 11 Bishops, 15 annual 
conferences, approximately 1,830,000 
United Methodists in approximately 6,400 
local churches (from the SCJ website.) 

Jurisdictional conferences meet every 
four years, in the same years as General 
Conference. 

There will be five (5) clergy delegates 
and five (5) lay delegates elected for 
General Conference and five (5) additional 
clergy delegates and five (5) additional lay 
delegates elected to join the General 
Conference delegates in our Jurisdictional 
delegation. Two alternates will be elected 
in both categories for the J urisdictional 
Conference. 

Delegates to the 2011 La. United 
Methodist Annual Conference in 
Shreveport will vote electronically on these 
representatives this year. An order of the 
day on Tuesday has been set for these elec¬ 
tions instead of the nonnal process of elect¬ 
ing throughout the entire session. 

In order to fund the electronic voting 
and cost of Annual Conference, a registra¬ 
tion fee has been established. Each mem¬ 
ber of Annual Conference (lay and clergy) 
will be charged a $20 registration fee to 
help with the cost of the Conference ses¬ 
sion. 

Three task forces established by the 
2010 session of the Louisiana Conference 
will be reporting at the 2011 session. These 
task forces center on Multicultural 
Ministries, Church Extension, and 
Camping Ministries and the Wesley Center 
development. These reports are included in 


the CMT section of the Pre-Conference 
report, which can be downloaded from the 
conference website at www.la-umc.org 

Rev. Jorge Acevedo will be guest 
preacher for this session of annual confer¬ 
ence. He will lead worship on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings and will preach at a 
Tuesday night “Love Feast.” Jorge is the 
senior pastor at Grace Church, a multi-site, 
United Methodist congregation in 
Southwest Florida (Cape Coral, Fort Myers 
Shores and North Fort Myers). This church 
has grown in its weekend attendance from 
400 to 2,600 in the past 13 years. Grace is 
recognized as having one of the largest and 
most effective recovery ministries in 
America with over 800 people involved in 
weekly recovery ministries. Additional 
ministries were added to the first campus 
with the adoption of a declining congrega¬ 
tion in 2003 and the purchase of a grocery 
store in 2008. The later addition includes 
Grace Community Center, a holistic min¬ 
istry center and home to the third worship¬ 
ping community. Rev. Acevedo is a gradu¬ 
ate of Asbury College and Asbury 
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Marcia McFee is our consultant and 
worship leader for this session. She is an 
author, worship designer and leader, pro¬ 
fessor, preacher and artist. Marcia com¬ 
bines her background in professional com¬ 
panies of music, theater and dance with a 
variety of worship and preaching styles in 
order to bring a fresh experience of the 
Gospel to each worship setting. She has 
provided worship design and leadership at 
numerous national and regional gatherings. 
Dr. McFee is guiding the 2012 General 
Conference worship committee as she did 
for the 2008 General Conference. She is a 
graduate of Saint Paul School of Theology 
and a Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies at the 
Graduate Theological Union. 

Special services will be featured each 
day of the conference. Rev. Bob Burgess, 
Monroe District Superintendent, will 
preach the Memorial and Communion 
service on Sunday night at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Gold Dome. The Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning will be held Monday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. at First UMC in 
Shreveport with Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson serving as speaker. Tuesday 
evening’s worship, a “Feast of Love,” will 
focus on loving our neighbors and defining 
“who is our neighbor?” 

Highlights of the conference include the 
celebration of the upcoming conclusion of 
conference response to the hurricanes of 
2005 and 2008; the episcopal address by 
Bishop Hutchinson on Monday morning; 
the Passing of the Mantle service on 
Tuesday morning; and the fixing of 
appointments on Wednesday. 


YSF Sunday is May 1. Youth Service Fund 
grants fund dynamic, creative ministries with 
young people that take an innovative 
approach for, with and by young people. Every 
church, campus ministry, community, annual 
conference and individual should begin to see 
themselves as partners in this ministry of 
reaching our youth. Please give generously so 
that the youth of our conference will be able to 
participate in deserving projects that benefit 
youth in our state, our jurisdiction and our 
world. 



Yovlh 5prv>c(i Fund 
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General Conference petition for consideration submissions begin April 1 


Petitions for consideration by the 2012 
General Conference may be submitted to 
the Petitions Secretary beginning April 1 
and continuing through September 27, 

2011. 

According to church law, “Any organi¬ 
zation, clergy member, or lay member of 
The United Methodist Church may petition 
the General Conference ... ”, 

Detailed instructions for submitting a 
petition are available on the General 
Conference website at gc2012.umc.org. 
Petitions must be typed and may be sub¬ 
mitted via e-mail to petitions@umpublish- 
ing.org, through the website, postal mail, or 
fax. Petitions submitted without digital 
media through mail or by fax need to be 
submitted by July 1, 2011 to allow time for 
transcription and translation. 

The mailing addresses for petitions 
(hard copy accompanied if possible by dig¬ 
ital version on diskette, CD or USB drive) 
are: Gary Graves, Petitions Secretary, 
United Methodist General Conference, PO. 
Box 140, Rockfield, KY 42274, or for 
delivery by FedEx, UPS, etc., 2511 
Richpond - Rockfield Rd., Bowling Green, 
KY 42101. 


There were approximately 2,500 sub¬ 
missions in 2008, many of which were 
duplicates. Eligible petitions are given 
numbers and assigned to one of 13 legisla¬ 
tive committees or the Standing Committee 
on Central Conference Matters. The com¬ 
mittees will debate the proposals and deter¬ 
mine whether to approve, amend, combine 
or reject them for recommendation to the 
full body of General Conference. 

When submitting a petition, you must 
indicate whether a petition has “general 
church budget implications,” meaning a 
petition that causes the need for funding 
(i.e., creation of a new program, staff posi¬ 
tion, support requirements, etc.) through 
the general church apportionments. Such 
petitions require review by the General 
Council on Finance and Administration to 
verify if the Rinding is already included 
under the recommended quadrennial budg¬ 
et. 

Submitters must also indicate whether a 
petition has “global implications,” meaning 
it is a constitutional amendment, has a 
direct effect on the global work of general 
agencies, places requirements or expecta¬ 
tions on all annual conferences, districts, or 


churches, or speaks to societal concerns 
regardless of the particular form of secular 
government. 

Questions about the petition submission 
process may be submitted by e-mail to 
Gary Graves, Petitions Secretary, at peti- 
tionsquestions@umpublishing.org. 

General Conference is the top policy¬ 
making body of The United Methodist 
Church. The 1000-member assembly 
meets once every four years to consider 
revisions to church law, as well as adopt 
resolutions on current moral, social, public 
policy and economic issues. The 2012 
meeting will take place April 24-May 4 at 
the Tampa Convention Center. 

Rev. Don Cottrill, provost, had this to 
say about petitions for General Conference 
action: 

“It is not uncommon to hear someone 
say, ‘I don’t understand why the church 
does it this way. Those people that write 
the Book of Discipline just don’t have a 
feel for what is really happening.’ As we 
all know, it is the delegates to the General 
Conference who vote on the legislation 
included in the Book of Discipline. But in 
many instances, the delegates act on sug¬ 


gestions and ideas from the general mem¬ 
bership of our denomination when they 
debate and vote on the rules of our life 
together as a Church fellowship. 

The 2011 Louisiana Annual Conference 
is the time for petitions for the General 
Conference of 2012 to come before our 
Conference as a whole. It is not necessary 
for General Conference petitions to come 
through the Annual Conference; the pre¬ 
ceding article explains the details of the 
process itself and of those who are eligible 
to submit petitions. Usually, receiving the 
endorsement of your Annual Conference 
provides additional support for recommen¬ 
dations that are submitted to General 
Conference. 

Our Louisiana Conference Rules pro¬ 
vide the process for petitions to be present¬ 
ed to the Conference (See the article 
regarding petitions on page 8 of this issue 
of Louisiana Now! Conference Rules, 
Article I, G. are referenced in the article.) 

So, instead of our suggesting that 
‘someone should do something about 

_,’ maybe it is time for you to take 

the lead.” 


2011 JOURNAL ORDER FORM 

One Journal will be mailed to each retired clergy and surviving 
spouse courtesy of the Conference Board of Pensions. 

All others will need to purchase a Journal if you wish to receive one. 
It will also be available as a PDF file at the conference website. 

Deadline to order: July 31, 2011 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ State:_ 

Zip Code:_ Phone: (_)_ 

Email:_ 

Journals ordered before June 9, 2011 will be $15.00 
Journals ordered after Annual Conference will be $20.00 
*The purchase price this year includes mailing of the Journal! 

Journals Ordered by 6/9/11: _x $15.00 = $ _ 

Journals Ordered after 6/9/11: _x $20.00 = $ _ 


CD’s Ordered: _x $ 5.00 = $ 


Total: $ 


Please make checks payable to: LA Annual Conference 

Send payment and order form to: 

ATTN: Patti Perkins 
LA Annual Conference Office 
527 North Blvd 
Baton Rouge LA 70802 


General Conference 2012 Delegates and Electors 

CLERGY 

Those eligible to be elected and those who can vote for delegates to 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 

The 2008 General Conference voted to add clergy persons eligible to 
vote for the delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. The fol¬ 
lowing year a sufficient number of members of the Annual Conference 
affirmed the changes made at the General Conference. The Judicial 
Council reviewed the changes and clarified and approved the changes. 
Those eligible for election was not changed. It is only those who are able 
to elect the delegates that were changed. 

The Division Two, Section VI, Article IV now reads as follows: 

Amended 1J35, United Methodist Book of Discipline 

1J35 - Article IV - The clergy delegates to the General Conference and to 
the jurisdictional or central conference shall be elected from the clergy 
members in full connection and shall be elected by the clergy members of 
the annual conference or provisional annual conference who are deacons 
and elders in full connection, associate members, and those provisional 
members who have completed all of their educational requirements and 
local pastors who have completed Course of Study or an M. Div. degree 
and have served a minimum of two consecutive years under appointment 
immediately preceding the election. 

LAITY 

The amendment does not change laity eligible to be elected or those who 
are eligible to vote for the delegates to General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

The Division Two, Section VI, Article V reads: 

1f36 - Article V - The lay delegates to the General and jurisdictional or 
central conferences shall be elected by the lay members of the annual 
conference or provisional annual conference without regard to age, pro¬ 
vided such delegates shall have been professing members of The United 
Methodist Church for at least two years next preceding their election, and 
shall have been active participants in The United Methodist Church for at 
least four years next preceding their election, and are members thereof 
within the annual conference electing them at the time of holding the 
General and Jurisdictional or central conference. 
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Ministry with the Poor 
Pledge and Commitment Form 

(please bring completed form to annual conference in Shreveport) 

As part of Louisiana United Methodists' endeavors to serve in 
ministry with the poor; each local church in the Annual 
Conference is asked to come prepared to share a financial and 
ministry "commitment" for the coming Conference year (2011- 
2012). These commitments of money and service are to be 
selected by the local congregation and expended either within 
their own communities, or in a larger mission field. Please fill out 
this commitment form that will be collected during Tuesday 
night's worship service. The financial commitments will be tallied 
and reported to the annual conference, along with information 
about the special ministry your church will do. Through this 
effort, the Louisiana Annual Conference will acknowledge the 
ministry of our congregations as we work collectively to eliminate 
poverty. 



"they asked only one thing, 
that we remember the poor..." 


~ Galatians 2:10 


Church name:_ 

Pastor:_ 

Mission coordinator:_Contact info:_ 

Briefly describe the ministry that will be performed, and community persons/groups that will benefit from the ministry: 


Financial commitment to the above mentioned ministry:_ 

(recommended pledge is $1 or more per church member, not less than $100 per church) 


Display areas at conference 


Those wishing to arrange for display 
areas at the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, slated for June 5-8, may do so 
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the 
Conference area offices. This year’s ses¬ 
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on 
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport, 
La., and exhibits are in the Fitness Center. 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as soon 
as possible: name of agency/institution; 
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone 
number; address, e-mail address; number 
of tables needed and whether or not there 
will be a need for an electrical outlet. 


Media deadline 
set for May 17th 

The deadline for getting all media 
or other information to be pre¬ 
sented on the screens during the 
2011 La. Annual Conference is 
May 17, 2011. All information 
must be sent to: Rhonda Whitley, 
La. Conference Area Offices, 

527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

LA 70802, by May 17. 


There will be a charge of $25 for groups 
not directly related to the Conference or its 
related ministries. There will also be a $25 
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables will 
be provided, which can be set up Saturday 
through Monday. The exhibitor is required 
to provide any tablecloth, skirt, or other 
decoration for their individual display 
table. The deadline for space request is 
May 2. Spaces are designated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Whitley may be 
contacted by writing 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail 
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone 
at (225) 346-1646. 


Pre-conference 
report now 
available online 

All clergy and lay members 
attending Annual Conference are 
encouraged to download their 
copy of the 2011 P re-conference 
Report from the conference web¬ 
site. 

The website address is www.la- 
umc.org 


Clergy Transition Seminar 
May 7, 2011 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry? 

What are your questions for the journey? 
What conversations would be helpful? 

Planned activities designed to assist 
clergy and families in transition 

Registration: 9 - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch: 12 noon 
Event ending: 3:30 p.m. 

$30 per household 

We ask that the church where you are currently serving pay 

the 

registration fee, not the church you are moving to. 
Clergy and their spouses are invited. 

If desired, children ages three and up may also attend. 

Please register by April 29! 

RSVP to Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 

For more information contact Linda, your District 
Superintendent, or W. Craig Gilliam at 
wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046. 
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^CHILDCARE - 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

n\ Infant/Pre-K (beginning with 3 months) K - 6*^ graders (completed these grades) 
Noel UMC - Sun. & Tues. evenings/daytime First UMC - Mon. Ordination Service 

Complete one form for EACH child. All children MUST be registered for the daytime childcare. No "drop-ins" can be taken. 
REGISTRATIONS MUST BY RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MAY 20. Childcare provided for evening services. Pre-reg¬ 
istration not necessary. 

Fee: $30 [first child] per day plus $20 for each additional child. Rates for individual sessions available upon request, [see 
schedule below] Make checks payable to University UMC/Memo-A C Childcare. Mail form and check to University UMC, 
3350 Dairymple Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 attn. -Lyiin Brinkman. 

*** Childcare for Sunday afternoon meetings/worship service: $10 per child. Bag supper MUST BE 

PROVIDED BY PARENTS if the child is staying through the memorial service. *** Lunches will be provided for daytime 

sessions. 


_ Sun. evening, Memorial Service, Noel UMC _ Mon. AM during business session 

_ Mon. PM during business session _ Mon. evening, Ordination Service, First UMC 

_ Tues. AM during business session _ Tues. PM during business sessions 

_ Tues. evening, "Love Feast”, Gold Dome 

_ Wed. AM during business session _ Wed. PM during business 

CHILD’S NAME:_Boy _ Girl _ 

Age: _ Birthdate:_ 

Allergies:_ 

Medication:_ 

Other special needs/info for adequate care:_ 

Parent(s) attending annual conference:_ 

Cell phone of parent(s) attending annual conference: _ 



E-mail of parents(s): 


Emergency contact names/numbers attending conference: 


*** graders will be participating in daily fun trips. Registration forms for those outings will be 

in the next several issues of Louisiana Now! 


Conference 

Centenary College Alumni 

Sunday, 6-7 p.m. 

Cost: free 

Pie Works, Kings Hwy. 

Reservations: Alumni Relations 

(318) 869-5028 
alumni@centenary.edu 

La. Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate 

Members 

Monday, 7-8 a.m. 

Cost: $10 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 

Speaker: Rev. Chris Andrews 

Mail check payable to LFLP & AM to: 

Bill Strawbridge 
P.O. Box 156 
Jonesboro, LA 71251 

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses 

Monday, 12:15 p.m. 

Cost: $10 

Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 

Reservations: New Orleans District Office 

(504) 835-6330 
rbethley@aol.com 


Extension Ministry 

Monday, 12:15 pm 
Cost: $15 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Speaker: Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson 

Reservations by May 27: Kathy 

(225) 346-1646 

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship 

Monday, 12:15 pm 
Cost: $10 

First UMC, Shreveport (Adult Bldg., Rm 316) 
Reservations: Woody Hingle 

nnhiii@bellsouth.net 


Gammon Alumni 

Monday, 5:15 p.m. 

Cost: $12 

St. Paul UMC, Shreveport 

Speaker: Albert Mosely, president 

Reservations: James Graham 

218 Suzanne Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71115 
jgraham993@aol.com 

Saint Paul School of Theology 

Monday, 5:15 p.m. 

Cost: $8 

Noel UMC, Shreveport 

Reservations: John Cannon 

(318) 377-1483 
john@mindenmethodist.org 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary 

Monday, 5:15 p.m. 

Monjuni’s 

Reservations: Heather 

1315 Louisiana Avenue 
(337) 499-7297 
hleyland@hmumc.com 


Confirmands enjoy day with Bishop Hutchinson at Wesley Center 


What event includes jamming with an 
awesome band, playing volleyball with the 
world, shooting hoops for Jesus, and 
stumping adults on history? It’s 
Confirmation Day with the Bishop, held 
March 19 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth. Four hundred thirty confir¬ 
mands and their leaders from throughout 
the Louisiana United Methodist Annual 
Conference gathered to “Set their Eye for 
the Goal” of becoming a United Methodist. 

Using Philippians 3:13 as their theme, 
Revs. Katie McKay Simpson, Anice 
Moses, Mark Martin, and Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson guided the young people 
through a day of learning and fun on their 
Confirmation journey. Bishop Hutchinson 


provided them a game plan for living the 
Christian life, while Rev. Simpson played a 
Jeopardy-style round of United Methodist 
history, complete with adults using 
Smartphones to seek the answers. Rev. 
Moses helped participants learn about the 
sacraments, and those that answered ques¬ 
tions correctly got to shoot hoops. Rev. 
Martin explored the mission activities of 
United Methodists locally, statewide and 
throughout the world. To keep up their 
energy level, everyone feasted on spaghetti 
and what was originally thought to be 
“fried piranha” (It turned out to be chicken 
fried steak!). The praise band from 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge opened and closed the event. 
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Meals 


Duke Alumni 

Monday, 5:30 p.m. 

Cost: $14 

First UMC, Shreveport (Hunter Bldg. 


Conference boards and agencies meeting June 5 

Room assignments for Sunday afternoon meetings during 2011 Annual Conference 


Rm 103) 


Mail check to: 

Laura Ortego 

First UMC 

JACKSON HALL 




P.O. Box 1567 

Shreveport, LA 71165 

Board of Church and Society 

4:00 p.m - 6:00 p.m. 

Room 107 

Chandler Alumni 


Commission on Equitable Compensation 

5:00 p.m - 6:00 p.m. 

Room 110 

Monday, 5:30 p.m. 


New Member Orientation 

4:30 p.m - 5:30 p.m. 

Brown Chapel 

First UMC, Shreveport 

Board of Trustees 

4:00 p.m - 5:30 p.m. 

Room 113 

Reservations: 

Frances Hooton 
(318) 508-1604 

Commission on Race and Religion 

5:00p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Room 106 


revshoot2@bellsouth.net 

SMITH BUILDING 



Perkins Alumni 





Monday, 5:15 p.m. 
Cost: $15 


Board of Ordained Ministry 

4:00 p.m - 6:00 p.m. 

Kilpatrick Auditorium 

First UMC, Shreveport 




Reservations: 

Wybra Price 
(985) 643-6437 

Note: 




wprice@firstumcslidell.org 

Laity Breakfast 

Tuesday, 7 a.m. 

Cost: $12 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Speaker: Scott Hughes 
(Tickets available from 
your District Lay Leader) 


The Council on Finance & Administration will meet May 19, 2011 at the Conference office in 
Baton Rouge, 527 North Blvd., from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the conference room on the sec¬ 
ond floor. 

The Board of Pensions will be scheduling a conference call to be held on May 24, 2011. 


Order of Deacons/Diaconal Ministers 

Tuesday, 7 a.m. 

Cost: $10 

Centenary Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Reservations: Bernadine Johnson 

(225) 273-6369 
johns.bern@gmail.com 

Asbury Alumni 

Tuesday, 12 n.n. 

Cost: $10 

Broadmoor UMC, Pearce Hall 
Reservations: John Robert Black 

(318) 560-7857 
rumc_pastor@bellsouth.net 

COSROW Luncheon 

Tuesday, 12:15 p.m. 

Cost: $ 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 

Retirees Luncheon 

Tuesday, 12:15 p.m. 

Noel UMC, Shreveport 
(RSVP not necessary) 

W. T. Handy Dinner 

Tuesday, 5:15 p.m. 

Cost: $20 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Reservations: La. Conference Office 

Atten: Rhonda 
527 North Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
rhondawhitley@la-umc.org 

Fourth Day Breakfast 

Wednesday, 7 a.m. 

Cost: Donation 

Broadmoor UMC, Anderson Hall (Gym) 

(RSVP not necessary) 

United Methodist Men 

Wednesday, 12:15 p.m.. 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 



Annual Conference Meal Schedule 

SUNDAY. JUNE 5. 2011 


6:00 p.m. 

Centenary College Alumni Dinner 

Pie Works, Kings Hwy. 

MONDAY. JUNE 6. 2011 


7:00 a.m. 

La. Fellowship of Local Pastors & Associate Members 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

12:15 p.m. 

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses Lunch 

Broadmoor UMC 

12:15 p.m. 

Extension Ministry Luncheon 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

12:15 p.m. 

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship Lunch 

First UMC, Shreveport 

Admin. Bldg. Room 316 

5:00 p.m. 

Gammon Alumni Dinner 

St. Paul UMC 

5:15 p.m. 

Saint Paul School of Theology 

Noel UMC 

5:30 p.m. 

Duke Alumni Dinner 

First UMC, Shreveport 

Hunter Bldg. Room103 

5:30 p.m. 

Candler Alumni Dinner 

First UMC. Shreveport 

5:30 p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary Dinner 

Monjunis, 

5:30 p.m. 

Perkins Alumni Dinner 

First UMC, Shreveport 

TUESDAY. JUNE 7. 2011 


7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

7:00 a.m. 

Order of Deacons/Diaconal 

Centenary Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

12:00 p.m. 

Asbury Alumni 

Broadmoor UMC 

Pearce Hal 

12:00 p.m. 

COSROW Luncheon 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

12:15 p.m. 

Retired Clergy Luncheon 

Noel UMC 

WEDNESDAY. JUNE 8. 2011 


7:00 a.m. 

4^ Day Breakfast 

Broadmoor UMC 

12:00 p.m. 

United Methodist Men Luncheon 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 
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Conference awards deadlines announced 


Every year, the La. Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW) 
recognizes a woman in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference who has made contri¬ 
butions as a caring Christian to her congre¬ 
gation and community in the spirit of 
Sojourner Truth, who broke barriers for 
many in the area of justice and compas¬ 
sion. 

The Sojourner Truth Award, presented 
during the COSROW luncheon at Annual 
Conference, recognizes a woman who 
exemplifies great faith in the power of 
God; demonstrates courageous and bold 
action; speaks to diminish gender and eth¬ 
nic inequality; fosters a climate for improv¬ 
ing the lives of all; is extraordinarily gener¬ 
ous with her time; and gives her time to 
work outside of her professional duties and 
responsibilities. 

To make a nomination, send a letter by 
April 25 describing the candidate that 
embodies this list of qualifications and 
accomplishments to Renee Evans at renee- 
hevans@bellsouth.net and put Sojourner 
Truth Award in the subject line. 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards 
honor a United Methodist clergy, youth, 
and lay person in each annual conference 
who has exhibited outstanding efforts in 


Wesleyan evangelism by faithfully carrying 
out the mission of “making disciples of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Those eligible for this prestigious award 
practice the Great Commission. This can 
involve personal witnessing, speaking, and 
inspiring individual persons or the local 
church to be actively involved helping peo¬ 
ple to experience the transforming love of 
God through Jesus Christ. Neither the size 
of the local church with which the person 
is affiliated, the age or gender of the per¬ 
son, nor the length of their service should 
limit one’s eligibility. What is important are 
the persons whose lives have been changed 
by the life and ministry of the nominee. 

Nomination forms are available on The 
Foundation for Evangelism website 
http://foundationforevangelism.org. 

Persons or groups desiring to nominate 
someone in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference for the conference year should 
submit the appropriate form to Rev. Charlie 
Langford, Chair of the Conference Board 
of Discipleship not later than Friday, May 
6, 2011. The forms may be submitted by 
mail to 3501 Patrick St., Lake Charles, LA 
70605, by fax (337-478-8106), or emailed 
to clangford@universitymethodist.com. 



The Wesley Foundation at McNeese State University in Lake Charles kicks off its 
$260,000 ‘Enlarging Our Tent” capital campaign with a check for $75,000 from Dub and 
Susan Henning. Improvements include a large room addition, new roof, front porch 
area, electrical upgrades, new worship area, an ADA restroom and renovations to exist¬ 
ing restrooms and kitchen. Pictured above, from left, are Steven Bellard, administrative 
board chair, donors Susan and Dub Henning, Rev. Angela Bulhof, Wesley Foundation 
director, and Paul Leming, trustees and capital campaign chair. For information regard¬ 
ing this campaign call The Wesley Foundation at (337) 477-2191. 


Petitions Committee 
sets May 29th deadline 

Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any elected group of a local 
church or District, is eligible to petition the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Those who wish may send petitions to 
present to the Louisiana Conference to the 
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions, 
Rev. Roger Templeton, preferably by email 
at louisianaroger@gmail.com. Petitions 
may also be mailed to Roger at 1500 
Country Club Rd., Lake Charles, LA 
70605, by no later than May 29, 2011. 

Conference Rules Article I: General 
Rules for the Conference, Section G 
Committee on Petitions states that any 
Petition proposed by an individual member 
or a duly elected body of the local church 
or a district shall first be presented to the 
Committee on Petitions no later than seven 
(7) days prior to the opening session of the 
Annual Conference. The committee shall 
meet to review all petitions presented to it 
and assign them to the proper body for 
consideration by such body when it meets 
on the opening day of the Annual 
Conference. Each body to which a petition 
is thus assigned shall make recommenda¬ 
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence 
therewith when it makes its report to the 
Conference. 


St. Mark and Jordan UMCs in Baton 
Rouge will host Holy Week Revival 
Services April 18- April 21 at 7 p.m. 
each evening. Services will be held at 
Jordan UMC, 4619 Stearns St., April 
18-19 with Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor of 
St. Mark, delivering the message. 

April 20-21, the services will be held 
at St. Mark UMC, 6217 Glen Oaks 
Drive. Rev. Davis Clark, pastor of 
Jordan UMC, will speak. 


After your lifetime, what will happen 

TO YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR CHURCH? 

It's Different in Louisiana! 
Estate Planning Course 


^B-l TT's 11 i rfcmnt inf" 


[ .ouisiim:- 


is a FREE home-study course composed of five 
lessons, designed to help you create an effective 
estate plan for the future distribution of your assets. 
The lessons are written in an easy-to-follow format 
and will be mailed to you at weekly intervals. 

Protect the future of your family and your church by 
arming yourself with the knowledge to save on taxes, 
make good decisions and take appropriate action. 


Register Now: 

• Online at www.umf.org 

• By phone at (225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 


No cost or 
obligation 
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Mark your calendar 

2011 Louisiana 
United Methodist 
Annual Conference 

June 5-8 

Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
For details, visit 

www.la-umc.org 




Leadership Summit / 3 



Camp Caney / 5 



FUMC-Denham / 8 


■^1 w CJi 

O Q) M 

00 o 
O ° _ 
N> 


cji ZJ 
o 

o c 
o CQ 
CD 


O 

3- 

zr 

W 

< 

CL 



VOL. 12, No. 8 BATON ROUGE, LA APRIL29, 2011 

Conference agenda changes include Laity session 


All lay members of the Conference 
attending the 2011 session of the La. 
United Methodist Annual Conference in 
Shreveport should note that the Laity 
Session is now starting at 7:30 a.m. in 
the Gold Dome on Monday, June 6. 

The start time for the Laity Session was 


previously announced as 8 a.m. in pre-con¬ 
ference information distributed through the 
Conference website and the Louisiana 
Now! 

Several other changes to the overall 
agenda are in the process of being 
approved and will be announced through a 


revised schedule that will be published in 
the May 13 edition of the newspaper. 

Delegates should also note that a $20 
registration fee is being charged this year to 
help with the cost of the Conference ses¬ 
sion. Details and a registration form can be 
found at www.la-umc.org 



Day of Caring is May 14 

Statewide advertising campaign promotes event 


In keeping with the 2011 denomina¬ 
tional focus of “ministry with the poor,” 
local churches throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will participate in a 
variety of poverty outreach programs and 
projects during “A Day of Caring,” slated 
for May 14. 

Projects like “Renesting,” sponsored 
by Asbury UMC in Bossier City, are 
examples of ongoing ministries with 
those living in poverty. The ministry pro¬ 
vides furnishings to those who cannot 
afford to purchase their own. On 
Renesting Saturdays, volunteer teams set 
up donated furniture in houses as well as 
receive and sort donations of furniture. 

The Renesting ministry grew from the 
reality that homeless persons in the area 
had a very real need for housing, and 
even if they secured housing, had no 
way of acquiring basic household items 
and furniture to make it a home. 

Since January of 2010, the project has 
supplied households of furniture for 102 
families and 49 children. 

District representatives are in place to 
work with local churches on finalizing 
your “Day of Caring” plans. Local 
churches should contact their District rep¬ 
resentative today to add their church’s 
project to the District’s list. (See www.la- 
umc.org for more details). 

The conference is planning a signifi¬ 
cant advertising and PR campaign to pro¬ 
mote our efforts on May 14. 

An exciting television spot featuring 
“A Day of Caring” and the United 
Methodist Churches in Louisiana has 
been produced. Media buys have been 
placed in all seven major markets 
(Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Lake Charles, 
Lafayette, Monroe, New Orleans and 
Shreveport). The spots will run the week 
of May 9, leading up to May 14. 

United Methodist Communications is 
providing the conference with grant fund¬ 
ing for a substantial billboard campaign 


United Methodist Churches 
of Louisiana 

that will also begin statewide the week of the Rethink Church website. 

May 9. This campaign will reflect the TV stations in the major markets 

“Day of Caring” message. All advertising 

will lift up the conference website and —See Day of Caring, page 2 


A Day Of Caring 

Feed My Sheep 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Easter and Caring 


Easter weekend in Reno, Nevada is 
quite different from Louisiana! It is 
cold, snowy, and dreary here at the base 
of the Sierra Nevadas. However, in the 
midst of it all, the Easter message is the 
same and rings loud and clear - He is 
risen! He is risen, indeed! How 
blessed we all are to have this assur¬ 
ance that we are loved, we are given 
life that is abundant, and we are among 
the richest of all people simply because 
we are the daughters and sons of the 
living God. 

God’s children are numerous. In 
fact, they are inclusive of all the people 
of the world. It’s just that many don’t 
know this good news and have not 
appropriated this risen savior into their 
lives and claimed that blessing which is 
theirs. Instead, they wander aimless 
and “homeless” amid the peoples of the 
earth, while the inclusion in the family 
of God is but an acceptance away. 

Our “Day of Caring” on May 14 is 
one hope-filled way that we, the chil¬ 
dren of God who recognize our unmer¬ 
ited acceptance into this blessed 
Kingdom, can share with our sisters 
and brothers who have yet to claim 
their inheritance, the Good News that 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
was an act of salvation that includes 
them as well. In this special “Day of 
Caring” we will be able to demonstrate 
what the love of God is all about and 
how we do not have any desire to hold 
it to ourselves or to exclude anyone on 
the face of the earth from its saving 
grace. 

At the dinner table tonight, our 
eleven year old granddaughter said the 
blessing. She said the usual words of 
thanksgiving, but then she expounded 
further and petitioned our all-loving 
God to remember those who do not 
have the monetary resources we have 
and who do not have the food we are 
able to purchase and consume. She 
asked almighty God to love them and 
hold them close as they struggle with 
life. 

All day I had been saying to my 
family members, “I have to write a 
newspaper article for the Louisiana 
Now!” and I need to mention once 
again our upcoming “Day of Caring.” I 
also shared that I had written on this 
more than once recently and that I did¬ 
n’t have a fresh word to share. Then 
came tonight’s table grace from the 
mouth of an eleven year-old! When we 
looked up from the prayer time my 
daughter-in-law said, “Well, there’s 
your newspaper article!” She was 
right. 

On May 14,1 encourage all of us in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference to 
either physically work on a caring proj¬ 
ect for those less fortunate than we, or I 


ask that you say a 
special prayer for 
those who are in 
need and who do 
not have a way to 
provide the basic 
necessities of life to 
their families and 
themselves, or I ask 
that you send an 
extra donation to 
your church that is 
designated for ministries with the poor. 
Surely we all can do one or all of those 
three things. 

I’m not sure how I personally will 
be involved. I am not scheduled to do 
anything specific with any one of our 
church bodies. I’m not sure I will be 
able to do so. But, I will pray and I 
will give. It’s the very least I can do in 
this great battle against the forces of 
poverty and deprivation of God’s own 
children. For those of you who cannot 
physically get out and work, please join 
me in praying and giving. 

I’m reminded of the teachings in the 
letter of James that says that it is not 
enough to say to a hungry person, “Go 
and be filled”, but we must also provide 
for them the food that they need. 

“What good is it my brothers and sis¬ 
ters, if you say you have faith but do 
not have works? Can faith save you? 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace: keep warm and eat 
your fill.’ And yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.’’(James 2: 14-17) 

1 know the United Methodist people 
of Louisiana. You are a loving, gener¬ 
ous, supportive and caring people. I 
know you will be out in your communi¬ 
ty on May 14, lending hands to voices, 
giving strong backs to strong beliefs, 
and speaking the Good News to those 
of your city, while at the same time 
stretching forth a hand that provides the 
necessities of life. May God bless you 
in every corner of our world as you ful¬ 
fill this calling from our resurrected 
Lord. 

He is risen! He is risen indeed! He 
not only walks with us and talks with 
us, He sends us out to walk and talk, 
work and share with others that all 
might know that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
God bless you in this portion of your 
endless journey in Christ. 

In Christ’s love, 



Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 
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For more than 100 years, the Home has cared for abused, 
abandoned, neglected and troubled children. 

Thousands of children who desperately need a Christian Home, 
good medical care, nourishing food, proper clothing, 
and education have found refuge here. 

Your gifts extend the ministry throughout Louisiana 
the necessary care our children are provided. 

Thank You! 


Day of Caring, from page i 

have been contacted to cover DOC events 
in all seven Districts. The Conference 
Communications office is using the infor¬ 
mation you send in about your project to 
pass on to the TV stations in your market. 

United Methodist representatives will 
also be appearing as guests on morning TV 
talk shows to promote “A Day of Caring.” 

“It is our great hope that through this 
campaign, we can send a message to the 


state of Louisiana that United Methodists 
care about their communities and want to 
be ‘a part of the solution,”’ wrote Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson. 

If local churches have not made DOC 
plans, it is not too late to participate.Even if 
it is just in some small way, or if churches 
collaborate with another local church, it is 
important that your church be involved in 
“A Day of Caring.” 


Louisiana Conferencei/V^^ 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 





















APRIL 29, 2011 


Louisiana ConferenceA^M' 


3 


Leadership Summit tackles the future of the United Methodist Church 


BY HEATHER HAHN 

“What is God’s vision for The United 
Methodist Church?” 

That question was among several field¬ 
ed by a panel of three bishops, a young 
adult leader and agency head at the 
Leadership Summit on April 6. There was 
a notable pause after the question as the 
leaders considered how best to respond on 
behalf of the Almighty. 

Finally, Germany’s Bishop Rosemarie 
Wenner took a crack at it. “We took the 
words of Matthew 28 as the mission of the 
church, and that really is God’s wish for all 
of us: Making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world,” she said. 

Thousands of church members hoping 
to make more disciples gathered at sites 
around the world to participate in the 
Leadership Summit webcast. Altogether, 
there were more than 4,000 web connec¬ 
tions to the three-hour event. It was the first 
chance for many to hear how denomina¬ 
tional leaders plan to carry out the recom¬ 
mendations in the Call to Action Steering 
Team’s final report to increase vital congre¬ 
gations. 

All five panel members were part of the 
Call to Action team. The team’s report 
adopted by the Council of Bishops and 
Connectional Table, states that the status 
quo of a shrinking and aging U.S. church is 
“toxic” and unsustainable. 

The denomination’s “adaptive chal¬ 
lenge,” the report says, is to “redirect the 
flow of attention, energy and resources to 
an intense concentration on fostering and 
sustaining an increase in the number of 
vital congregations ... .” 

In short, the panel said, the denomina¬ 
tion needs to change how it uses resources 
and invest more in fostering thriving, disci¬ 
ple-making local congregations. 

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory Palmer, a 
panel member, told the United Methodist 
News Service the goal of the summit was 
to build greater understanding of that chal¬ 
lenge. 

At the event, he saw United Methodists 
respond with great love for the church. 

“People yearn for local congregations to 


be effective in the mission and to make a 
difference together in the world,” he said. 
But he added, “Talking about change is 
both necessary and threatening.” 

Tough questions 

The panel fielded questions about how 
to promote evangelism, how to bridge 
racial gaps within the denomination and 
how to measure vitality. 

In addition to Wenner and Palmer, the 
panel included Charlotte (N.C.) Area 


Bishop Larry Goodpaster, Council of 
Bishops president, Ben Boruffi a young 
adult and member of the Connectional 
Table, and Erin Hawkins, the top executive 
of the United Methodist Commission on 
Religion and Race. 

Hawkins tackled the question about 
racial divides. 

“When we look at the future of The 
United Methodist Church, it’s one that 
requires us to take a serious look at how we 
extend ourselves out into the world in a 
world that doesn’t look like the average 


United Methodist,” she said. 

She said it is no longer effective to treat 
racial/ethnic, youth ministry or women’s 
ministries as add-on ministries. 

“Unless we are willing to make the 
things we consider special interests the 
main interest or at least equal interest,” she 
said, “I think we won’t find ourselves 
much further down the road.” 

Another aspect of diversity is age, and 
Boruffi 21, spoke to how the church in the 


United States has long struggled to draw in 
more teens and young adults. 

“It would be easy for us to say right 
now that we need to continue the conversa¬ 
tion of how to approach young people,” 
Boruff said. “The hard truth is that this is a 
conversation we’ve been having for quite 
some time.” 

He pointed out that the terms the church 
uses on Sunday mornings sometimes do 
not translate well to younger visitors. 

“We need to do an internal audit of how 
to best communicate the love of Jesus 


Christ that we have,” Boruff said. 

Just statistics? 

Church members following along on 
Twitter at #umclead also had their own 
sometimes critical take on the event. 

One of the concerns on Twitter and 
among those questioning the panel was the 
church’s reliance on worship-attendance 
and membership statistics in measuring 
vitality. 

Goodpaster suggested that churches 
include the involvement and impact of their 
outreach ministries as part of their “score- 
cards.” 

Wenner stressed that counting worship¬ 
pers is important because that’s how a con¬ 
gregation knows that people are joining. 

Still, she added, she doesn’t consider 
statistics key to moving the denomination 
forward. 

“It’s important to make measurements; 
however, it’s even more important to tell 
our stories, to share best practices and to 
learn how other congregations are reaching 
out,” she said. “It’s really the spiritual 
foundation that will bring us forward, not 
more bureaucracy and more statistics.” 

A big conversation 

The panelists were gratified by the level 
of participation in the summit, especially 
from church members in the central confer¬ 
ences outside the United States. For exam¬ 
ple, some 300 United Methodists in 
Zimbabwe gathered at the country’s world 
trade center to watch the webcast. 

By the end of the three-hour summit, 
the panel had received 513 questions — far 
more than the members had time to address 
in the time allowed. 

Palmer said church leaders will aggre¬ 
gate the questions and post responses at 
www.umcleadershipsummit.org no later 
than May 1. 

Wenner said she hoped the summit was 
just the beginning of discussions about how 
the church can better fulfill God’s vision. 

“Methodism is a mission movement, 
and it is all about regaining that spirit,” she 
said. “We are privileged to be part of God’s 
mission in this work. 



United Methodist clergy and laity gathered at Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge to take 
part in the denomination-wide Leadership Summit webcast on April 6. Other summit 
sites throughout the conference included St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC in 
Mandeville, First UMC in Lake Charles and Trinity UMC in Ruston. 


Britney’s Race: half-marathons, hfe, heaven and cancer 


BYBRITNEYWINN* 

God woke me up at 3:47 this morning 
with an aching body, a throbbing ACL, and 
an inflamed respiratory system to teach me 
about life, heaven, and cancer. 

And apparently, will now not let me fall 
back asleep until I write about it. 

Four months ago, I decided to start 
training for the New Orleans Rock-N-Roll 
Mardi Gras half-marathon to prove to 
myself that I could do it (at least, that was 
the initial purpose). It was a perfect time to 
train, because the part of my job that takes 
me in and out of Haiti leading teams was 
put on hold due to the election runoff's, and 
1 knew that I would have consecutive 
weeks in country. The thought of being 
local also brought me a little peace of 
mind, because four months ago we found 
out that my young and healthy aunt’s stage 


four-bladder cancer would probably in fact 
be terminal. It would be good to be close. 

The race became a topic of conversation 
between me and my sweet aunt when I go 
home on weekends and free weekdays to 
visit, because she loves to run oh-so very 
much. And very soon, she became a signif¬ 
icant reason to finish. 

So my running partner and 1 trained. 
And we trained. And we skipped some 
yoga days, and we ran until the rain soaked 
through our clothes, and we went more 
miles than we thought we could some days, 
and less miles than we probably should 
have on others, and we increased our dis¬ 
tance as the weeks went on. One afternoon, 
I went home to see Aunt Kathryn and she 
said, “I’m so excited for you. 1 just love to 
run,” as she knelt over the seat of the 
recliner in the only position she can find 
any comfort, as the morphine and dilaudid 


pumped into her body, and she wrote in her 
journals for her girls. 

Then, two weeks before the race, I was 
on my way home to see the family and 
Aunt Kathryn, and I came down with a bad 
case of the flu which kept me at 102 fever 
and above for about 6 days. Not necessarily 
conducive to keeping the body trained. A 
very unfortunately timed situation indeed, 
ultimately coming to mean that I wouldn’t 
run again until the day of the race, with a 
body highly likely to relapse. But 1 was 
going to finish. 

4:30 am, Sunday morning in New 
Orleans came—when we woke up our 
minds that had endured the many “wake- 
up-calls” we had received throughout the 
night from random drummers, jazz musi¬ 
cians, and the occasional loud-talker from 
the streets below. And I felt good. We 
stretched. Hydrated. Ate breakfast. And I 


sent a message back home saying that I 
was about to run my first half with the 
inspiration of my aunt. And her daughter 
sent one back that said, “I read this to her, 
and she cried, and said, ‘She’s my little 
angel.’” And 1 knew that I was supposed to 
be there. 

And after waiting in a port-a-potty line 
with 3,000 other people before starting the 
race with the other 14,000, we were off to 
make our time of 13.1 miles in 3hours. 
(Don’t judge the time, all you race runners. 
Distance, not speed. :)) And with the count 
down for our corral, we took off, keeping 
good time, taking advantage of the water 
stops, and having no repercussions of hav¬ 
ing the flu. And we ran. And we danced by 
the bands. And we stomped our feet on the 
mile marker lines. And we enjoyed the 

See Britney’s Race, page 7 
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Summer Grove UMC - Shreveport 


Summer Grove United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport began play for its 
Upward Soccer League on March 19. 
More than 150 children in Kindergarten 
through 6th grade are participating in 22 
teams in the league. Each week, the teams 
practice for one hour, and during practice, 
each team participates in a devotion time. 
Upward Soccer is a family-friendly league 
with only one practice and one game per 
week. Summer Grove UMC members are 


volunteering to serve as coaches, referees, 
concession stand workers and greeters. The 
season will end in late May with an awards 
banquet. Close to 400 people are expected 
to attend. 

“Last fall, Johnny and Donna Horne 
attended an Upward training event with 
me. From there, the vision for a soccer 
league at Summer Grove was formed. With 
lots of prayer and hard work, the vision 
came true,” wrote Rev. Mark Bray, pastor. 


Algiers UMC 



Algiers United Methodist Church held a Jazz service Feb. 20, featuring ‘The Metairie 
Jazz Project “which provided music before and during the service. The Chancel Choir 
performed several special choral selections and ‘Donna’s Jazz Tappers,” above, per¬ 
formed to “Jesus on the Mainline.” After the service, everyone enjoyed jambalaya, hot 
dogs, chili and king cake. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 



Laissez les bon temps rouler! The Guys and Dolls (Sophie Ardis, William Hart, Adelynn 
Miles, and Jude Flint) let the good times roll at the Noel Children’s Center Mardi Gras 
parade. 


St Andrews UMC - Baton Rouge 



St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge recently held its third 
annual Spring Soiree. The church’s 
Pathfinders Sunday school class hosted the 
event to raise funds for the youth group 
summer trips and missions. 

A silent auction raised more than 
$15,000. Some of the larger items up for 
bid were an Orlando family vacation pack¬ 
age, a week’s vacation at a summer home 
on Miner’s Lake in Ely, Minnesota; a 
Branson, Missouri “getaway”; a Gulf 
Shores travel package; and a cabin stay in 


the Ozark Mountains. 

The menu included a carving station, 
hot and cold appetizers and desserts. Party 
foods were served by members of the 
youth group. 

In May 2011, the youth will participate 
in its local mission weekend called En 
Fuego. In June, the group will spend a 
week in Dulac, La. helping with construc¬ 
tion projects, hosting Vacation Bible 
School and serving a community potluck. 
In July, the group will serve at a 
Guatemalan orphanage. 


Lee’s Landing UMC - Pontchatoula 



The United Methodist Women of Lee’s Landing UMC in Ponchatoula recently hosted 
Sarojini Welch during Sunday worship services. Welch, a native of India, is married to 
Carlos. They have served as missionaries in India for over 30 years. She spoke about 
how the UMW and local churches have supported mission work in India and how 
important it is to continue this work. 
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Caney Conference Centre/Camp Caney in Minden, La. is benefiting from from volunteer help in sprucing up the camp’s grounds and cabins. Cadets from Camp Minden’s Youth 
Challenge Program are shown at Camp Caney as they take a break from widening a walking trail. One of the camp’s cabins is pictured, top right. 

Several groups lend a hand to overhaul old Camp Caney cabins 


BY ANGEL HANEY 

Thanks to some volunteers, kids attend¬ 
ing summer camp at the Caney Conference 
Centre/Camp Caney this year will be treat¬ 
ed to updated facilities while those respon¬ 
sible for the new digs will gain something 
of their own. 

Dr. Patrick Clawson, Chairman of the 
Caney Conference Centre Board of 
Directors, contacted Shawn Hatcher, 
Activities Director for Camp Minden’s 
Youth Challenge Program (YCP) about 
having the YCP cadets clean up areas of 
Camp Caney. 

YCP cadets are required to have 40 
hours of community service in order to 
graduate from the program. The cadets will 
be working on cleaning 15 acres of land at 
the Caney Conference Centre/Camp Caney. 

The first project they will work on is 
restoring and widening a half-mile walking 
trail. They will also clear underbrush and 
do some limb trimming in future projects. 

According to Hatcher, the projects the 
YCP kids will work on will span several 
weekends in April. 

“We have something to do almost every 
Saturday in April,” he said. “I’ll take a pla¬ 
toon of 40 or more kids each Saturday and 
take a different group each time. This 
should provide them 10 to 12 community 
service hours of the 40 hours required of 
them.” 

Hatcher said not only will the platoons 
gain community service hours, but they 


may gain something they can take with 
them when they leave. 

“It’s a great opportunity because of the 
diverse cultures and areas the kids come 
from,” he said. “Most of them have never 
had a chance to experience nature. This is a 
great opportunity to teach them about 
nature as they give back.” 

Dr. Clawson agrees and said the oppor¬ 
tunity to be around other people while 
cleaning up will teach the YCP cadets a 
valuable lesson in teamwork. 

“Being exposed to that Christian envi¬ 
ronment at the camp will give them a dif¬ 
ferent perspective to let them see there is 
something beyond all of this waiting for 
them out there,” Clawson said. “Some of 
the kids get homesick and having Christian 
volunteers out there they can converse with 
is good for the spiritual side of things. They 
can have a sense of comradery in a less 
stressed environment.” 

Clawson said, aside from help from 
YCP, Caney Conference Centre has also 
teamed up with the Fuller Center to do 
additional cleaning and remodeling at the 
summer campsite. Clawson said people 
who receive a home through the Fuller 
Center put “sweat equity” in various com¬ 
munity service projects, Camp Caney being 
one of those. 

“It’s great,” he said. “With Fuller Center 
and YCP, it’s non-profit groups helping 
other non-profit groups.” 

The F idler Center for Housing is a non¬ 


profit, ecumenical Christian housing min¬ 
istry that forms partnerships with local 
organizations to provide structure, guidance 
and support that communities need to build 
and repair homes for the less fortunate. 

Right now, there are 11 college students 
from the University of Cincinnati working 
on remodeling and updating the cabins on 
the campgrounds. 

Clawson said last week they had a 
group of students from New Hampshire 
and in a few weeks there should be more 
groups coming. 

“This is 100 percent volunteer work,” 
Clawson added. “These kids arrange to do 
this on their Spring Breaks with outside 
mission groups. I think it’s a wonderful 
thing.” 

“We aren’t a church group,” said 
Brandon Trame, another UC volunteer. 

“We are religious people, but we aren’t in a 
church group together. We came here to 
give back and in the process we get to meet 
new people, make friends and learn about 
an area in a way we can’t by just visiting a 
place. There are some great people here. 

For most of us this type of volunteering 
isn’t a “one and done” type of thing. We 
have many more breaks ahead of us and 
we will go to other areas and do volunteer 
work where we’re needed.” 

Caney Conference Centre has 17 cabins 
and sits on the edge of Caney Lake. They 
provide camps to the children and youth of 
Webster Parish and surrounding areas. 


“We are owned and operated under the 
Louisiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Church,” said Clawson. “But, 
we strive to bring a Christian atmosphere 
to people of all backgrounds, no matter 
their religious background.” 

Caney Conference Centre offers camps for 
all ages during the summer. 

Pre-camp is a camp for first time 
campers and is only one weekend long. 

The rest of the camps are weeklong 
camps and are offered for 5th-6th graders, 
7th-8th graders and 9th-12th graders. 

Caney Conference Centre also hosts 
specialty camps like Grace Camp, which is 
a camp for children who’s parents have 
been incarcerated. 

Clawson said there are many ways to 
get involved with Caney Conference 
Centre. Those interested can become a vol¬ 
unteer and help with camps, they can spon¬ 
sor a child to attend camp by providing a 
donation to go toward a camp scholarship, 
get a work team together to help with proj¬ 
ects, adopt a cabin and be responsible for 
its upkeep or give donations of items the 
camp needs. 

If you are interested in becoming 
involved with Caney Conference Centre, or 
if you would like information on renting 
the facility, contact Patrick Clawson at 927- 
2320 or visit them online at www.camp- 
caney.com 

Reprinted with the permission of 
Minden Press-Herald 



Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, held a Career Day workshop for high school and college students March 26. Brenda Davis, chairperson of Higher 
Education Ministry for Camphor, welcomed the students. Program participants included John Smith of 100 Black Men; Edith Cox, financial aid officer at Xavier University; Wayne 
‘Dusty” Clark, Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta; Mary Alice Darby and Dr. Wede Brownell of the College of Business at Southern University, along with Camphor 
members Randell Henry of the Visual Arts Department of Southern and Dr. Elton Harrison, longtime educator at Southern. 
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Heritage resources now online 



Chairs of Orders of Deacons, Elders, and 
Fellowship of Local Pastors set priorities 


TIM HEBERT 

ARCHIVES & HISTORY CHAIR 

It is important for us 
to know about the his¬ 
tory and heritage of our 
faith, denomination, 
and local church. 

Churches often need to 
research their heritage 
for homecomings, 
church histories, 
anniversaries, etc. 

Once you search 
through the bulletins, 
record books, and other 
church documents that have accumulated 
over the years at your church, you often 
need to look elsewhere for additional infor¬ 
mation ... especially for the early years. 

Beyond the files and documents pro¬ 
duced by the church, the two best historical 
resources for churches are the conference 
journals and the conference newspaper. In 
the past, such research usually meant a trip 
to Centenary College where the Louisiana 
Conference archives are kept. Some mate¬ 
rials (mainly for churches rooted in the 
northern branch of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church) are also kept at Dillard. Over the 
last few years, the Commission on 
Archives and History has been using its 
budget to digitize our journals and newspa¬ 
pers. 

In 2008-2009, our entire collection of 
over 4,000 issues of the New Orleans 
Christian Advocate newspaper was digi¬ 
tized into PDF files and placed online 


United Methodists everywhere are 
called to act as public policy advocates on 
peace and justice issues. 

Funding for programs that support these 
issues is generated through the Peace with 
Justice (PWJ) Special Sunday offering. The 
next official PWJ Sunday is June 19, 2011, 
however it may be observed on any 
Sunday that is convenient for a congrega¬ 
tion. Free envelopes and other supplies 
may be obtained from United Methodist 
Communications at (888) 346-3862. Half 
of the PWJ funds raised by the Louisiana 
Annual Conference are retained here and 
the other half is sent to the General Board 
of Church and Society (GBCS) in 
Washington, D.C. 

PWJ grants are issued both on the con¬ 
ference level and by the GBCS in 
Washington. Assistance for applying for 
the GBCS PWJ grants may be obtained by 
contacting Marvlyn Scott at (202) 488- 
5643. 


<http://www.la-umc.com/noca/>. 
Unfortunately, due to the poor condition of 
many of the papers the text was not 
extracted for search capability. 

The New Orleans Christian Advocate 
was the newspaper for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South from 1850 to the 
1939 merger. After the merger it covered 
the combined denomination for almost ten 
years. We are still looking for copies of 
newspapers of the other branches to digi¬ 
tize. 

In 2010, we began digitizing our confer¬ 
ence journals. The digitization began with 
the earliest surviving issues of each branch, 
but we would like to continue this project 
until all of the journals are digitized. As of 
this date, the following issues have been 
scanned into PDF versions and placed 
online <http ://www.la-umc .com/j ournals/>. 

- Methodist Episcopal Church: 1865- 
1918 

- Methodist Episcopal Church, South: 
1847-1941 

- Methodist Protestant Church: 1901- 
1939 

The journals had their text scanned so 
that each file is searchable using a PDF 
program. These files - both journals and 
newspapers - are large, so please allow for 
a bit of time to download. The earlier jour¬ 
nals are smaller, so their file size is more 
reasonable. 

For more infonnation on how to 
research your church history, please contact 
Archives and History chairperson Tim 
Hebert <tim@la-umc.com>. 


The next deadline for applying for a 
Louisiana Conference PWJ grant is May 
15, 2011. Assistance with these grants may 
be obtained by contacting Rev. James 
Graham, Chairman, La. Conference Board 
of Church and Society at 
jgraham993@aol.com or Laura Salguero, 
La. Conference PWJ Coordinator at 
salguero@bellsouth.net or (318) 387-3069. 

In 2010, conference PWJ grants were 
given to Mount Zion UMC and Peoples 
UMC in New Orleans to help with their 
homeless ministries. A grant was also 
approved for First Grace UMC in New 
Orleans for its Hagar House project. 
(Money for this grant was from Ethnic 
Local Church Funds.) A PWJ grant to 
Hope Ministries funds a 40-hour workshop 
that helps participants identify the underly¬ 
ing causes of poverty, increase financial lit¬ 
eracy and design an action plan for becom¬ 
ing self-sufficient. 


BY VICKI BROWN 

Priorities set by the chairs of the Order 
of Deacons, Order of Elders, and the 
Fellowship of Local Pastors believe the 
three groups should develop ways to 
improve relationships with each other, 
strengthen the fellowships and orders with¬ 
in the annual conference, and model coop¬ 
erative ministries among the three. 

Margaret Ann Crain, professor of 
Christian Education at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, led three plenaries 
about visioning for the future as the elders, 
deacons, and local pastors worked on 
developing goals and strategies. Dr. Crain 
used the model from Mary Elizabeth 
Moore’s book Teaching as a Sacramental 
Act to develop the plenary presentations. 

At the Feb. 1-3 gathering in Orlando, 
Fla., chairs of the Order of Elders set 
improving clergy health as one of their pri¬ 
orities and also proposed new language in 
The Book of Discipline to make all clergy 
equal in servant ministry and to give more 
definition to how elders, deacons, and local 
pastors relate to one another, said the Rev. 
Randy Cross, assistant general secretary for 
Clergy Supervision and Accountability in 
the Division of Ordained Ministry of the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

“There was a lot of concern that when 
elders move, they need to have some time 
off to do that and have some renewal 
before they begin serving a new church,” 
Cross said. One option would be elders 
taking off the month of July if they are 
moved to a new church. “The connection 
will be healthy when leaders in their dis¬ 
trict are healthy.” 

The group also committed to using their 
Facebook page to stay better connected, he 
said. 

The chairs of the Order of Deacons pro¬ 
posed developing a “Rule of Life” for the 
Order and then committing to live by the 
rule themselves, and inviting other deacons 
to live by the rule, said the Rev. Anita 


Wood, director of Professional Ministry 
Development in GBHEM’s Division of 
Ordained Ministry. 

“We wish to see deacons in every annu¬ 
al conference conduct a foot washing event 
sometime during every annual conference 
meeting held this summer,” Wood said. 

She said a Web page with specifics on how 
to develop such an event will be posted on 
GBHEM’s Web site - including liturgy, 
announcements, and media resources. 

Chairs of the Order of Deacons also 
hoped to be able to offer models of cooper¬ 
ative ministry that involves elders, deacons, 
and local pastors. 

Chairs of the Fellowships of Local 
Pastors, which also includes associate 
members, set a goal of strengthening their 
Fellowships on a conference-by-conference 
basis, said the Rev. Helen Neinast, who 
works with ministerial education as a con¬ 
sultant for the Division of Ordained 
Ministry. 

“They were inspired by the vitality of 
several annual conferences whose local 
pastors worked over the course of a year to 
educate laity, district superintendents, and 
their own bishops about who local pastors 
are and what they do,” Neinast said. “This 
education strategy resulted in stronger rela¬ 
tionships and better understandings 
between local pastors and their annual con¬ 
ferences.” 

Based on these success stories, local 
pastors adopted a strategy for use across 
the denomination that begins with a confer¬ 
ence’s local pastors, expands to its districts, 
and engages the bishop’s office to interpret 
the role and character of local pastors, she 
said. 

The chairs also heard presentations on 
reports that will go to General Conference 
2012. Bishop John Hopkins made a presen¬ 
tation about the Call to Action Report, 
while Wood, the Rev. Meg Lassiat, and the 
Rev. David Dodge gave a report on the 
Ministry Study Commission proposals. 
Cross discussed the Church Systems Task 
Force. 


Minister of Music 

Cornerstone United Methodist Church in New Orleans is seeking a Minister of 
Music. The position is responsible for providing appropriate music for worship serv¬ 
ices at Cornerstone and duties include playing for two Sunday morning services, 
additional services during the Liturgical year, funerals of church members, organiz¬ 
ing and developing choir and choral ensembles involving children and adults, and 
other duties. Applicant must be able to read music by sight and play extemporane¬ 
ously; have experience in playing and directing a church choir; and be able to play 
a piano and organ. Salary is negotiable based on experience. Mail resume’ to 
Cornerstone UMC, 5276 Bullard Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70128, Attention: 
Wilfred Norris or email resume’ to comerstone92803@bellsouth.net 



Tim Hebert 


Peace with Justice grant deadline is May 15 
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SCJ clergy women gather in New Orleans for consultation 



Louisiana clergywomen pictured at the SCJ consultation in New Orleans were Pattye 
Hewitt, Mimi McDowell, BemadineJohnson and Lucinda Warren. 


Clergywomen from throughout the 
South Central Jurisdiction of The United 
Methodist Church gathered in New 
Orleans for the SCJ Clergywomen’s 
Consultation. 

Revs. Ellen Blue and Martha Orphe 
served as event hosts, with local arrange¬ 
ments handled by Revs. R. L. Bethley and 
Ellen Alston. 

Each quadrienuum, The United 
Methodist Church hosts a variety of con¬ 
sultations to allow members to prepare for 
the upcoming General Conference. 

Katharine Rhodes Henderson, presi¬ 
dent of Auburn Theological School, spoke 
during the plenary, focusing on her book 
“God’s Troublemakers: How women of 
faith are changing the world.” Participants 
were challenged to think about how we 
live differently as women of faith, and 
how those differences affect those we 
come into contact with daily. Henderson 
emphasized that it is important to stay 


spiritually grounded in order to grow in 
our faith lives. She held up Rev. Lorenza 
Andrade Smith of the Rio Grande Annual 


Conference as an example of a woman of 
faith that is changing the world. Lorenza 
was jailed in November of last year for 


civil disobedience resulting from her par¬ 
ticipation in a protest in support of the 
DREAM Act. During her jail time, she 
participated in a fast with several other 
“dreamers.” Henderson spoke of how Rev. 
Smith faced opposition from the public, as 
well as other clergy who limited her 
access to friends and supporters. 

United Methodist Bishops Janice Huie, 
Ann Sherer-Simpson and Sharon Brown- 
Christopher, led a panel discussion, urging 
the participants to focus on ways that the 
church needs to make changes from the 
bottom up. They also directed those 
District Superintendents present at the 
consultation to be mindful of directional 
changes, including instruction which 
needed to come from the top down. 

Event participants got a taste of the 
“Big Easy” when Charmaine Neville per¬ 
formed and Rev. Connie Breaux led par¬ 
ticipation in a “second line.” 


Britney’s Race, from page 3 

most beautiful day in New Orleans. 

And then on mile 11,1 got a cramp. 
Which led to a half a mile of frustrated 
walking. Which led to another attempt at 
running. Which, ultimately led to a bigger 
cramp. I downed more water, beat and 
stretched my leg, and tried to take off again 
at a jog towards mile 12, only to realize 
that 1 didn’t have a cramp, but rather had 
done something painful to my ACL and 
that 1 was probably going to have to walk 
the rest of the way. Mad and disappointed, 

1 limped with my running partner, Sarah, 
until we were 0.3 miles away from the fin¬ 
ish line, and I stubbornly said, “There’s no 
way I’m not running across that.” And we 
took off. I thought I was about to pass out 
from the pain. I thought, “How embarrass¬ 
ing would it be to black out right in front of 
all these cheering people.” 

And then there it was. The green arch. 
The announcer with the high-five. The 
huge party on the other side. And I forgot 
about the shooting leg pain for a brief 
moment, as Sarah and I, somewhat separat¬ 
ed from the density of the group, stretched 
our stride by ourselves across the finish 
line with all eyes on us. I mumbled to her, 

“I feel weird crossing by ourselves, with all 
the people in front or behind us.” And she 
said, “Aw, no. This is our moment!” We 
finished an hour later than planned, but the 
timing (though not what we set out for it 
be), didn’t matter. 

Waiting on the other side was a bottle of 
water to specifically quench my thirst, a 
medal for my neck, and a party of thou¬ 
sands and thousands of people. 

And as I eased down onto a curb to rest 
my leg, I moved the medal around in my 
hand to read and fall in love with the word, 
“Finisher...” on the back. And to be com¬ 
pletely caught off guard and blessed by the 
words, “Benefiting the American Cancer 
Society,” on the front. I had no idea the 
race was benefiting the ACS. The Lord is 
sweet to me. And as we passed the person 
who said, “Great job, ladies! No turning 
back from this point,” I turned to Sarah and 


laughed the words, “Why would we!?” and 
we walked off into the crowd of people 
who greeted us with congratulations and 
you-did-its! Out of all 17,000 faces there, 
within seconds we were able to run into 
friends that we love who had finished in 
corals before us, and I got to see college 
friends that I didn’t even know were going 
to be there. And it was a brilliant experi¬ 
ence, totally worth the pain. 

So, God woke me up at 3:47 this morn¬ 
ing with an aching body, a throbbing ACL, 
and an inflamed respiratory system to teach 
me about life, heaven, and cancer. And my 
first thought was, “I guess the race some¬ 


times wounds you.” And my mind took off. 
And my heart followed, and 1 thought 
about my Aunt Kathryn, whose own timing 
has turned out to be a little different than 
we thought it would be. Who found herself 
wounded and worried on her “mile-11.” 
Who found herself limping on her “mile 
12.” Who has trained faithfully and hard 


for a very long time now. And who will run 
strong her last “0.3 miles.” 

Because sometimes we finish feeling 
amazing, and sometimes we finish feeling 
like we could pass out and almost wishing 
we would. Because sometimes it looks 
completely different than we predicted, but 
our story grows with purpose as we remain 
faithful. As we finish. And, because the 
race is unpredictable, often we cross the 
line by ourselves with all eyes on us, but 
that is our moment. We came for this. 

And on the other side, there is a 
party. And people are waiting, to meet us 
and quench our thirst, congratulate us with 


you-did-its!, and put a medal around our 
neck that says, “Finisher...” And those 
who have gone before us will find us, and 
those we didn’t realize would be there will 
greet us, and they will say, “Great job! No 
turning back at this point.” And we will 
say, “Why would we?” 

We are all on a race. And sometimes the 


race wounds us, but that is not the bigger 
story. The bigger story is the people we 
become as we spend our days training. The 
bigger story is the fullness that comes 
through sticking it out. The bigger story is 
in realization in the joy of running and 
dancing the race and doing it alongside one 
another, and inviting others into the experi¬ 
ence and freedom of accomplishing some¬ 
thing together. The bigger story is what lies 
beyond our finish line, and that we finish, 
and that we finish faithfully completing 
what we set out to do. And that, when we 
cross into the party, we are confident that 
we will find the One that created the race 
in the first place. And he will laugh a tear 
filled laugh, and pick us up in a big-spin- 
hug and say, “WELL DONE! WelF 
done...You did it.” 

My Aunt Kathryn is brave to go before 
us. Shining in her own moment. Where 
there’s a party waiting, and we’re all fol¬ 
lowing behind. And the pain can’t hold a 
candle next to the chance to be called, 
“Finisher.” And it will be worth it. 

The risk. The obedience. The loss. The 
hurt. The perseverance. The disappoint¬ 
ments. The faithful training. The unpre¬ 
dictable circumstances. The crossing. The 
crowd. The celebration. It will all be worth 
it. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before 
him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.”-Hebrews 12:1-3 

(This note and life-revelation is for my 
Aunt Kathryn, whose race is faithful, 
whose finish is strong. Congratulations, 
sweet teacher.) 

* Britney Winn is the Director of 
Sen’ing Ministries at First United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport, La. 



Nycki Sorensen and Britney Winn were serving on a mission to a Haitian orphanage 
when a series of devastating earthquakes struck over a year ago. The orphanage was 
located 140 miles from Port-au-Prince, the epicenter of the first earthquake. Winn, 
author of this moving tribute to her Aunt Kathryn, worked with Sorensen and fellow 
Centenary College students to construct a tent city on Centenary’s campus in 
Shreveport to raise funds and awareness for Haitian orphanages. This photo first ran in 
a January 2010 issue of the Louisiana A/ow! 
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LUMCFS names new 
President / CEO 

Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services (LUMCFS), also 
known as the Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home, announced that Rick 
Wheat will become the new 
President/Chief Executive Officer effective 
July 1, 2011. Wheat 
will assume his new 
duties following the 
June 30 retirement of 
Terrel J. DeVille, who 
has been with the 
Home since February 
1968 and in his current 
position since 1973. 

LUMCFS operates 
three campuses across 
the state of Louisiana 
including the Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home in Ruston; the Methodist 
Home for Children of Greater New 
Orleans located in Mandeville; and the 
Methodist Children’s Home of Southwest 
Louisiana in Sulphur. LUMCFS also oper¬ 
ates Family Plus and multi-systemic thera¬ 
py offices in many cities around the state. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors for 
LUMCFS, Richard Lewis, who also 
chaired the search committee to hire the 
new President/CEO said, “After a thor¬ 
ough and deliberate search and interview 
process, the Board identified Rick Wheat 
as the person most qualified to serve as the 
next President/CEO. Though we will miss 
Terrel greatly, we believe that the Home 
will continue to thrive and fulfill its mis¬ 
sion under Rick’s leadership.” 

Retiring 

President/CEO Terrel 
J. DeVille is extremely 
complimentary of 
Wheat’s selection. 
“I’ve had the privilege 
of working with Rick 
for more than 20 years 
and I know that he has 
a great passion for the 
Home. 1 think the 
Home is lucky to have 
someone of his experi¬ 
ence, intelligence, vision and integrity, and 
1 wish him good luck and God’s bless¬ 
ings.” 

Wheat has been employed with LUM¬ 
CFS for 22 years, serving as director of 
several departments through the years. He 
was first hired as a family therapist in the 
Family Counseling Center on the Ruston 
campus. His current position is Director of 
Information Services. Wheat is heavily 
involved in developing operational plans 
for the Home to accommodate the expect¬ 
ed changes coming from Louisiana’s 
Coordinated System of Care. 

Regarding his new role, Wheat stated, 

“1 cannot imagine a more exciting time to 
be involved in ministry to children and 
families. For more than 20 years, I’ve been 
blessed to follow Mr. DeVille’s leadership. 
He is the giant among those who lead 
faith-based agencies and for more than 
four decades he has served this ministry 
with all of himself. I am grateful he will 
continue as a Life Member of our Board 
and as President Emeritus.” 



Terrel J. DeVille 




First United Methodist Church of 
Denham Springs celebrated the opening 
of over 22,000 square feet of new con¬ 
struction during a building dedication on 
Palm Sunday. 

The work was begun as a result of a 
devastating fire suffered by First UMC in 
October of 2007, which damaged all 
church buildings. At the time, the fire was 
the largest of record in Livingston Parish. 


The new construction includes class¬ 
rooms, offices and areas for youth and 
children’s activities. In addition to the 
new construction, a total renovation of the 
6,700 square foot Family Life Center was 
completed. Included in the new building 
are spaces for the Livingston Parish Food 
Pantry, a nursing home ministry, a Scout 
and community services room, and a 
youth activity center. The facility has 


been designed to accommodate mission 
and relief teams as well as to serve as a 
temporary shelter in times of natural dis¬ 
asters. 

A new worship service begans on 
Easter Sunday, offering a casual worship 
experience at 10:45 a.m. in the activity 
center. Existing services are held at 8:30 
and 11 a.m. For more information, con¬ 
tact the church office at (225) 665-8995. 


Be Tax-Smart 
AND 

Follow Your Heart 


h£ 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65-66 

5.5% 

68 

5.7 

69-70 

5.8 

72 

6.0 

74 

6.3 

75 

6.4 

80 

7.2 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5% 


*Two-life rates are lower 


Did you just get hit by a big tax bill? Want to give more 
to your church but just can't manage it? A charitable gift 
annuity may be just the solution for 2011. 

Charitable Gift Annuities: 

• Increase your income now, benefit your church later 

• Large portion of income is tax-free 

• Receive a charitable income tax deduction 

Contact us or go to 
our website for more information. 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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UM churches have three ways to respond to disasters 


2011 

Louisiana Annual 
Conference 
June 5-8 

Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
Theme 


‘With the Poor” 



Fr. Richard Rohr / 2 


United Methodists throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference are encour¬ 
aged to respond to the recent tornado disas¬ 
ters in our neighboring states of Alabama 
and Mississippi. Louisiana understands 
better than most the urgent needs following 
such calamities and the importance of con- 
nectional support. 

Louisiana Conference churches are 


encouraged to take special offerings for the 
Alabama/Mississippi disaster Response 
over the next few weeks. When receiving 
the funds, earmark them specifically for 
“Mississippi/North Alabama Disaster” and 
send them to the Louisiana UM 
Conference office, 527 North Boulevard, 
Baton Rouge, 70802. Offerings can either 
be designated to be sent to the UMCOR 


general appeal (Advance #4331-21), or to 
the Louisiana Conference special response 
(Conference appeal #4700-01). Both 
avenues of giving will assist victims of the 
storms, and as always, all of the funds go 
to direct assistance to those in need. 
Louisiana’s experiences with our own dis¬ 
asters have shown us that money sent 

See Disaster Response, page 8 
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Many hands lighten load in tornado recovery 


BY BARBARA DUNLAP-BERG 

Across the tornado-ravaged U.S. 
South, United Methodist pastors gathered 
their congregations on Sunday, May 1, to 
pray, to listen and to share shoulders to 
cry on. 

Afterward, they continued to take 
their churches into the community, offer¬ 
ing resources and helping hands to those 
struggling to recover from the impact. 

The Rev. James “Todd” Chancey, a 
local pastor at Apison United Methodist 
Church in east Tennessee, is one of those 
leaders. 

Chancey’s practical experience and 
business acumen gained through 20 years 
as a church business administrator come 


in handy as he helps his flock cope with 
the aftermath of tornadoes that whipped 
through numerous states on April 27. By 
May 4, the death toll had exceeded 350, 
with scores missing and injured, and 
property losses mounting. 

While Chancey’s congregation had no 
loss of life or serious injuries, the torna¬ 
does affected 22 of the church’s 35 active 
families. Some lost homes, cars and other 
property, while others coped with fallen 
trees. 

“We’re relocating families who lost 
their homes, serving meals at the church, 
having prayer meetings and vigils, and 
providing generators and tarps,” he said. 

So far, he has handed out $2,700 
worth of gift cards donated by other 


United Methodist churches, friends and 
families. 

“We’re setting up work teams from 
other churches—both nearby and in other 
states,” he added. The first teams will 
arrive May 7 to help with tree and brush 
removal. 

‘A mission of grace’ 

In Glade Spring, Va., the Rev. Paul 
Griffith opted for a May 1 prayer service 
at Byars-Cobbs United Methodist Church 
instead of traditional worship. 

Several parishioners lost friends or 
family members or were still cleaning up 
from storm damage and the church had 
no electricity, so a prayer service seemed 

See Spring Storms, page 7 


Storms devastate southeast 


Pews are 
visible 
beneath the 
collapsed 
ceiling of 
Smithville 
United 
Methodist 
Church in 
Mississippi. 
The church 
was one of 
many casual¬ 
ties of recent 
killer torna¬ 
does that 
swept the 
southeast. 
AUMNS 
photo by 
Mike Ward 








































2 


Louisiana Conferenced^ 


MAY 13, 2011 


Alexandria district UMW meets 



The “wild, wild West” came to 
Glenmora United Methodist Church for the 
first ever Alexandria District combined 
churches UMW meeting held Saturday, 
March 26, 2011. 

Ladies from the Alexandria District 
were invited to don their jeans and western 
garb and participate in an eventful meeting 
that included a “Call to Prayer and Self- 
Denial” program and offering by members 
from Asbury and Trinity UMCs, lunch 
served by members of Oakdale UMC, and 
door prizes by the UMW ladies of Many. 

A number of those attending found 
themselves being “arrested” for such 
crimes as cattle rustling, horse thieving and 
for being members of the Ghastly Girls 
Gang. Judith Hayes of Asbury Methodist 
Church in Natchitoches was the “High 
Sheriff’ who ruled over both the law-abid¬ 
ing UMW members as well as those found 
on the “wrong side” of the law. Of all the 
deputy sheriffs, Jan Wilkerson, Oakdale 
UMC, was the deputy who won a prize 
because she reigned in the largest number 
of “outlaws.” 

The meeting evolved and was devel¬ 


oped from a suggestion by Myma 
Freeman, Conference Education and 
Interpretation Chair, to Mary Giddens, 
Alexandria District Education and 
Interpretation Chair. Their idea was to 
bring together the women of the District. 
This meeting was very important because 
the Alexandria District is large and wide¬ 
spread—from Many to Marksville, from 
Oakdale to Olla, from Campti to 
Cheneyville. The district encompasses cen¬ 
tral Louisiana from the Texas to 
Mississippi state lines. 

UMW ladies gathered to meet, greet, 
and get to know one another. 

Alexandria District President Debbie 
Hancock presided over the event and pro¬ 
vided the music. Glenmora UMW provided 
all the decorations and hospitality. 

The next combined district meeting will 
be held Sept. 17, 2011, at Pollock United 
Methodist Church. The history of 
Methodist women will be presented in the 
form of a play, a World Thank 
Offering will be collected and lunch will be 
served along with several other surprises. 
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Founder and Director of Paracletia, Inc, Rev. Cathy Arends, welcomed Bishop 
Hutchinson and his wife, Kay, along with Baton Rouge District Superintendent Dr. 

Ralph Ford and his wife Paula Ford, pictured above, at this year’s April fund raiser held 
at Jefferson United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. Revs. Roger Lathan and Steve 
Berger also welcomed those in attendance. 



Ecumenical partners bring Rohr to Louisiana 


More than 600 people gathered April 8- 
9 at First United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge to hear acclaimed author, the¬ 
ologian and spiritual director, Fr. Richard 
Rohr. Fr. Rohr’s message provided an 
inspiring foundation for both individual 
and community change. During the event, 
he focused on the topics of peace, reconcil¬ 
iation, hope, mercy and justice. The semi¬ 
nar was made possible through a partner¬ 
ship of ministries spanning across denomi¬ 
national lines. Sponsoring partners includ¬ 
ed The McMains Center for Spiritual 
Formation at First United Methodist 
Church, The Center for Spiritual Formation 
at St. James Episcopal Church, Saint 


In Memoriam 

Lynella Scarf 

Patricia Corley 

March 23, 2011 

April 3, 2011 

Betty Moore 

Rev. Brady Foreman 

April 2, 2011 

April 4, 2011 
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Joseph Spirituality Center, The Red Shoes, 
Interfaith Federation of Greater Baton 
Rouge and the D.L. Dykes Foundation. 

Representatives of the sponsoring 
organizations, pictured above, are Cherri 
Johnson, director of the McMains Center 
for Spiritual Formation, First UMC; 

Marsha Wade, chair of the board of St. 
James Center for Spiritual Formation; 
Roberta Guillory, founder of The Red 
Shoes; Fr. Rohr; Robin McCullough-Bade, 
director of the Interfaith Foundation of 
Greater Baton Rouge; and Sr. Cynthia 
Sabathier, director of St. Joseph Spirituality 
Center. 
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Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women extend a 
welcome to the 2011 School of Christian Mission 


From the Dean and Assistant Dean 


Your Conference 
Mission Team is 
happy and excited 
about once again pre¬ 
senting for you our 
annual United 
Methodist Women’s 
School of Mission. 

The 2011 school will 
be held on July 20th - 
23rd, at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth. 

LA. Registration will 
be offered from 10 AM-12 Noon and the 
opening session will begin at 1 PM, July 
20th. We think you will find that the con¬ 
tent is timely, up-to-date, and beneficial to 
your spiritual growth. I am most grateful 
to those persons who will be offering their 
leadership for the studies in which you will 
be engaging. 

First of all, our 2011 Mission theme will 
be “All Things Made New”. As followers 
of Christ, we long for a world that moves 
from brokenness to wholeness; from suf¬ 
fering to healing; from injustice to justice; 
from scarcity to abundance; from estrange¬ 
ment to reconciliation and from despair to 
hope. 

As partners in God’s mission, we seek 
today the transformation of taking what is 
broken and restoring it to fullness in the 
light of the good news of Jesus Christ. By 
faith, we believe that out of the rubble and 
ashes of devastation comes a new life of 
hope, abundance and joy. 

“And God himself will be with them; 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and cry¬ 
ing and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.” And the one 
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 


am making all things new.” (Revelation 
21:3b-5a, NRSV) 

This scripture will be the inspiration for 
the 2011 Spiritual Growth study theme and 
for the Geographical study. The Spiritual 
Growth study entitled “The Journey: 
Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and 
Reconciliation” deals with how we are 
called to a life-long journey of practicing 
forgiveness, justice and reconciliation in 
our relational lives. 

The Spiritual Growth study is divided 
into three major parts: 

•The first section explores the real-life 
journey of Jacob in Genesis; the Great 
Commandment and the ministry of recon¬ 
ciliation from biblical backgrounds. 

•In the second section, participants are 
led through the importance of grieving and 
confronting our fears; truth telling and con¬ 
frontation with particu¬ 
lar reference to the 
story of Jesus and the 
Canaanite woman. 

Plus, this section cov¬ 
ers the choice to for¬ 
give in the context of 
the story of the prodi¬ 
gal; as well as repen¬ 
tance, restitution and 
making things right 
from the story of 
Zaccheaus. 

•The third section deals with reconcilia¬ 
tion in the context of interfaith and mis- 
sional understandings in the story of the 
Jerusalem Council and the story of Peter 
and Cornelius. 

Our Youth Study will be dealing with 
“Forgiveness and Reconciliation”. In 

Dean’s message, from page 3 



Judy Willis 
Dean 



Myrna Freeman 
Assitant Dean 


SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS (CEU’S) FOR CLERGY AND 
PARAPROFESSIONALS 

In order for Clergy and Paraprofessionals to obtain the 2.0 CEU’s, you 
MUST read The Journey, the Spiritual Growth Study by Sephanie Hixon & 
Thomas Porter, and/ or Haiti, our Geographical Study by Rev. Dr. Jacques 
Pierre or Joy To The World by Dana L. Roberts, our Social Action Study. 
You must participate in all sessions at the School of Christian Mission, 
complete an evaluation of the event, and submit a one page reflection 
paper regarding how you are planning to apply this new material in your 
ministry. The reflection paper is to be sent to: Edna Hickman, 10615 
Clearview Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70811, or email to: ednabrownhick- 
man@yahoo.com by August 26, 2011 

LAY SPEAKING CERTIFICATES 

In order for Laity to receive a Refresher Course Lay Speaking Certificate or 
meet the Advance Lay Speaking Requirements, you MUST do the follow¬ 
ing: Read The Journey, the Spiritual Growth Study by Sephanie Hixon & 
Thomas Porter, and/ or Haiti, our Geographical Study by Rev. Dr. Jacques 
Pierre or Joy To The World by Dana L. Roberts, our Social Action Study. 
You must participate in all sessions at the School of Christian Mission, 
complete an evaluation of the event, and submit a one page reflection 
paper regarding how you are planning to apply this new material in your lay 
ministry or your particular area of ministry. The reflection paper is to be 
sent to Edna Hickman at the mailing address or email address listed above 
by August 26. 


From the Conference President 


You are invited to 
come to the School 
of Christian Mission 
beginning on 
Wednesday, July 20, 

2011 through 12:00 
noon on Saturday, 

July 23, 2011 at the 
Wesley Center. We 
know that you will 
be spiritually ful¬ 
filled and uplifted. 

Also this year we are 
pleased to announce that Clergy can 
come to the School of Christian Mission 
and receive 2.0 Continuing Education 
Credit and laity can come and the school 
can count as an Advanced Course or a 
Basic Refresher Course, if you meet 
ALL of the requirements below. In order 
to receive the credit, you MUST take the 
Spiritual Growth Study and you MUST 
TAKE either the Geographical Study or 
the Social Issue Study. All of the studies 
and the text books are listed in this edi¬ 
tion of the LA Now. 

This year, our Spiritual Growth Study 
is The Journey, Forgiveness, Restorative 
Justice and Reconciliation by Stephanie 
Hixon & Thomas Potter. As Christians 
we are called to a lifelong journey of 
practicing forgiveness, justice and recon¬ 
ciliation in our relational lives. The study 
invites us to venture into stories from the 
Bible and recent history and discover our 
own call to and gifts for the journey. 

Our Geographical Study is 
Haiti-Challenges and Hope by the Rev. 
Dr. Jacques E. Pierre. We all remember 
the devastating earthquake that happened 


last year in Haiti. In response, the 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women sent over $20,000 to help with 
the country’s recovery. This study 
invites readers to reflect on how the 
church can be in mission with the people 
of Haiti rather than in mission to them. 
The study also explores ways in which 
The United Methodist Church is already 
working with The Methodist Church in 
Haiti and offers opportunities for true 
partnership in mission with the Haitian 
people for recovering and rebuilding this 
bountiful and beleaguered nation. 

The Social Issue Study is a repeat 
from last year. “Joy to the World: 

Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity” written by Dana L. Robert, 
who is Professor of World Christianity 
and History of Mission at Boston 
University School of Theology. Dr. 
Robert is also a native of Louisiana. Her 
book, “Joy to the World” explores how 
mission and evangelism flow from joy¬ 
ous gratitude for the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

We want to thank in advance the 
Dean and Assistant Dean, all of our 
study leaders, musicians, executive team 
and everyone who will participate in 
maldng this School of Christian Mission 
a great success. 

Limited scholarships are available for 
first time United Methodist Women and 
for youth. You MUST apply and you 
MUST meet the deadline in order to be 
considered. You will be glad that you 
came and you will be BLESSED! 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 



Edna B. Hickman 


2011 UMW School of Christian Mission Theme: 
“All Things Made New” 



The logo for this year’s 
School of Christian Mission rep¬ 
resents United Methodist 
Women as the trunk of a tree. 

Symbols connected to the roots 
of the tree emphasize that our 
nourishment comes from the 
Lord and his Word. The dove at 
the top shows that through 
United Methodist Women, God 
gives new life and protections. 

The seasons and cycle of life are 
represented by the tree. As the 
older leaves fall (older UMW 
women), the new ones take their 
place (the younger generation). 

Women working together 
through the Word of the Lord 
make the tree grow and provide 
shelter to those who need it. 

About the Cover Artist 
Melissa Meier lives on a 
family farm between Grinnell 
and Grainfield, Kansas. Her hus¬ 
band, Trent works full-time as a supervisor 
at the local ethanol plant, and Melissa 
works full-time as the secretary at Grinnell 
Grade School. Their son, Cauy, 10, and 


daughter, Saige, 9, enjoy playing sports. 
“It is simply an honor to be a part of this 
wonderful group and Em just glad I could 
help out with the logo this year. Thank 
you.” 
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Presenting the 2011 School of Christian Mission Study 


Rev. Doug Milliron 

We welcome Rev. 

Doug Milliron as our 
Spiritual Growth study 
leader for “Coming 
Out On The Side of 
Grace: Reconciliation”. 

Rev. Milliron is a 
graduate of Oral 
Roberts University, 

Tulsa, Oklahoma and 
Southern Methodist 
University’s Perkins 
School of Theology, Dallas, Texas having 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Theological 
and Historical Studies and in Sociology 
and a Masters in Theological Studies. He 
continued with post-graduate work at Texas 
Christian University Brite Divinity School 
in Fort Worth, Texas. Rev. Milliron has cer¬ 
tifications in Conflict Resolution from the 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, and in 
Spiritual Direction from the Academy of 
Spiritual Leadership. 

Rev. Milliron was licensed to preach in 
1970, ordained in 1982, recognized as an 
elder in 1990, and entered full-connection 
in 1997. He is married to Monabeth 
Milliron and they will celebrate thirty-eight 
years of marriage this year. They are the 
proud parents of four adult children, a son 
and three daughters and their families and 
are proud grandparents of eight precious 
little girls and three delightful boys. 

Besides grandchildren, the Millirons 
have a passion for missions and have led in 
mission trips in Oklahoma, Arkansas, 

Texas and Louisiana, and internationally to 
Russia and Cambodia. Currently, he serves 
as Conference Secretary of Global 
Ministries (CSGM) He also serves as vice¬ 
chair of our Conference Board of Global 
Ministries and as Missions Coordinator for 
the Lake Charles District Ministry Team. 



“Joy to the World: 
Mission in the Age of 
Global Christianity” 
Study Leaders 


Rev. Bernadine Johnson 



Deacon Johnson is 
an ordained deacon in 
full connection in the 
Louisiana Conference, 
and was a delegate to 
the 2008 General 
Conference and to the 
2008 and the 2004 
South Central 
Jurisdictional 
Conferences. She 
serves as chairperson of 
the Order of Deacons and on the Executive 
Committee of the Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry. She also serves on the 
Conference Relations Committee and on 
the Baton Rouge District Committee on 
Ministry. She serves as resident 

deacon at First United Methodist Church in 
Baker. She is also active in Kairos Prison 
Ministry and Walk to Emmaus. She is an 
attorney in public service practice working 


Rev. Bernadine 
Johnson 


in attorney regulation and professional 
ethics. 

Rev. Amy Mercer 

Amy Mercer, an ordained deacon in full 
connection, is currently serving in the New 
Mexico Conference at Western Hills UMC 
in El Paso, Texas. She serves as the 
Director of Program Ministries at Western 
Hills and is delighted to be back in a con¬ 
gregational setting. Before moving to the 
desert, she served as Deputy Director and 
the Director of 
Operations for the LA 
United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery 
Ministry (2006-2009) 
dealing with the after- 
math of Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav 
and Ike. She answered 
her call to full time 
ministry while a mem¬ 
ber at Asbury UMC in 
Lafayette and in her 
first appointment served as the Minister of 
Missions and Discipleship at Broadmoor 
UMC in Baton Rouge for 6 years. 

As a deacon, and as Program Director at 
WHUMC, her ministry serves as a bridge - 
equipping and encouraging the laity of the 
church to meet the needs of the world. 

Amy states “1 have two mission fields - 
one that is sitting in the pews of our 
churches - unaware of the joys of service 
and the needs of the community. The other 
mission field is in the community, the 
world itself.” She believes that concern and 
compassion for others is learned - and 
taught by example, and that Christ alone 
supplies the love and strength to serve. 

Haiti Study Leaders 

Rev. Constance Saizon 

Constance Saizon 
serves as the pastor of 
St. Landry United 
Methodist Church in 
Gonzales, LA and 
Hughes United 
Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge LA. 

Formerly the pastor 
at Peoples United 
Methodist Church in 
New Orleans, she 
arrived in the Baton Rouge District as a 
result of Katrina rendering her church 
building and home unusable and destroying 
all of her material possessions. 

Pastor Saizon is a widow and the moth¬ 
er of two adult daughters, Courtni 
(Atlanta, GA) and Kelli (Bloomington, IL). 

After the storm God urged Pastor 
Saizon to utilize her spiritual gift of humor. 
So she developed a Christian comedy min¬ 
istry wherein she uplifts Godly principles 
through comedy and occasionally tells her 
“storm” story and how she, with God’s 
help, was able to overcome. 

She is on the board of several organiza¬ 
tions and ministries. 

Pastor Saizon knows that God has a 
plan for her life and even though she may 
not understand all of God’s ways, she tally 



Rev, Constance 
Saizon 



Rev. Amy Mercer 


knows and believes that FATHER 
KNOWS BEST. 

Rev. Arnold Vestal Brown, Sr. 

Rev. Arnold Vestal Brown, Sr. was born 
in Bogalusa, Louisiana to the late Mr. and 
Mrs. David Brown. He is married to Doris 
Burnett Brown and they have two children, 
Arnold Jr. and Joy. He currently resides in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana were he pastors 
the Neely United Methodist Church. 

Rev. Brown is a graduate of Dillard 
University with a degree in Biology Pre- 
Med. After answering the call to ministry 
he attended Gammon Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia where he 
graduated with a Master’s of Divinity 
degree. After finishing 
seminary, he was 
appointed to St. James 
and Round Grove 
United Methodist 
Churches in the 
Shreveport District of 
the Louisiana 
Conference, serving 
from 1988-1992. In 
1992 he was appointed 
to Neely United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, were he 
has served for nearly 19 years. 

Rev. Brown has served on various con¬ 
ference committees.He chaired the former 
Conference Committee on Special 
Ministries. 

Rev. Brown has also been active beyond 
the local church, teaching in the United 
Methodist Women’s Schools of Christian 
Mission on the local, district, conference 
and regional levels. He has led the follow¬ 
ing mission studies: Africa Churches 
Speak, John Wesley, Joshua, James, India 
/Pakistan, Refugees, the Bible, Ecclesiastes, 
and Israel and Palestine. 

Rev. Brown enjoys doing many things 
as a minister; however, in his eyes, few 
things compare with teaching the Word of 
God. When asked what his main gift is, 
Rev. Brown readily proclaims that God has 
gifted him as a teacher of His Word. 

Rev. Derrick D. Hills 

Reverend Derrick D. Hills is the current 
pastor of the historic St. Mark United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge and the 
former pastor of the 
Newman United 
Methodist Church in 
Alexandria Louisiana, 
the oldest African 
American congregation 
in Louisiana. 

Reverend Hills is a 
former campus minister 
for Grambling State 
University and is has 
served with the parish Rev - Denick D - Hills 
ministry for the 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the Louisiana Conference. 

Rev. Hills holds positions on several 
boards, committees and task forces within 
the Louisiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 

Reverend Hills is married to the former 
Sharron Robinson and they are the parents 




of two adult children: daughter, Brittany 
Camille and son, Darrius D’Wayne. 

Rev. Hills is a graduate of Wiley 
College and did further study at Southern 
Methodist University, Perkins School of 
Theology, receiving his Master of Divinity 
in May of 1996. 

Rev. Roy B. Moore 

Rev. Roy B. Moore 
has been serving as 
Pastor of First Homer 
and Wesley Chapel 
United Methodist 
Churches, since 2008. 

He is a former Pastor of 
Henning Memorial 
UMC, Sulphur, LA.; 

First Bastrop/ 

Collinston United 
Methodist Churches; 

Jonesboro UMC; and First Ringgold/Castor 
United Methodist Churches. 

Roy Bryan (RB) has been serving as 
Pastor of churches since 1983, in both 
Louisiana and Mississippi. He graduated 
from New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and attended Perkins School of 
Theology on the campus of Southern 
Methodist University. He has been on a 
number of mission trips to places such as, 
Montana, Ohio, Texas, Kentucky, Mexico, 
Brazil, and Argentina. 

Rev. Moore has been married to Millie 
Moore for over 29 years. Their son, Bryan, 
and his wife, Meg, live in Monroe, LA. 
Their daughter, Bethany, lives in 
Shreveport, LA. 

Britney Winn 

Britney Winn is a 
23 year old graduate of 
Centenary College, 
where she received her 
BA in Religious 
Studies. 

Throughout her college 
career, she served 
through the Christian 
Leadership Center 
internships at various 
churches, inner-city organizations, and 
made local and overseas mission trips. 

In July 2009, after graduating in May, 
she took her first trip to Haiti with First 
United Methodist Church -Shreveport. 
Upon returning, she knew that serving 
globally would have to be a part of daily 

Fife. 

The following September, she took the 
position as the Haiti Missionary of FUMC 
and has made 8 trips to Haiti since, leading 
teams to serve at orphan villages and vari¬ 
ous Methodist Church of Haiti sites. 

This past December, her job expanded 
at First as the Director of Local and Global 
Serving Ministries where she now is grow¬ 
ing in the vision that God has for our 
church body in both Shreveport and Les 
Cayes, Haiti. You can follow some of 
Britney's trip experiences with her online 
blog at 

www.britneyseesthekingdom.blogspot.com, 
and/or keep up to date with the opportuni¬ 
ties at FUMC to partner and serve at 
www.fumcserves.com. 



Britney Winn 



Rev. Roy B. Moore 
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Leaders and Musicians 


Youth Study 
Leaders: 

“Forgiveness and 
Reconcilliation” 

Carrie Roy 

Carrie Roy resides in Harvey, La. and 
attends Boynton UMC in Gretna. In her 
local church, she has 
held numerous offices, 
including 

Administrative Council 
chair. Youth 
Coordinator, and Vice 
President of UMW. 

Currently, she is 
Membership Secretary, 

Social Action 
Coordinator, a member 
of the Finance Carrie Roy 

Committee and Staff 
Pastor Parish Relations Committee. She 
also teaches VBS and is a member of the 
choir. She’s the former New Orleans 
District Spiritual Growth coordinator and 
now serves as the Louisiana Conference 
UMW Committee on Nominations 
Chairperson. She has been a 

youth study leader for the Louisiana 
Conference School of Christian Mission. 

Her professional experience has been in 
the corporate setting. She is retired from 
Prudential Financial and is employed part- 
time with Second Harvest Food Bank of 
New Orleans and Acadiana Parishes. 

Reading, singing and going to the 
movies are some of her hobbies. She is the 
mother of three grown sons and has four 
grandsons. 

Leona Berry 

Leona H. Berry lives in Gretna, La. and 
attends Boynton UMC. In her local church 
she has been a member 
of many organizations. 

Some of those 
organizations are Staff 
Pastor Parish, 

Nominations, UMW 
President, VBS and 
Sunday school teacher. 

She’s the former 
Nominations chairper¬ 
son for the New 
Orleans District UMW 
and presently serves as the New Orleans 
District Secretary and is a certified Lay 
Speaker. 

Her professional experience has been in 
the corporate setting. She is retired from 
AT&T formerly BellSouth telephone com¬ 
pany. During her employment with the 
company, she was an active member of the 
telephone company pioneers. 

Mrs. Berry’s hobbies include sewing 
and reading. She is married and is the 
mother of a set of grown twins, boy and 
girl. She also served as one of the Youth 
Leaders for the 2010 SCM. 


Musicians 

Gloria Lester, Pianist 

Gloria E. Lester is a native of Louisiana 
and serves as the 
President of the Baton 
Rouge District United 
Methodist Women. She 
is also a member of the 
District Ministry Team. 

Gloria's early child¬ 
hood education began 
at the Godman School- 
Sager Brown Home in 
Baldwin, La., where 
her parents served in 
ministry. After that time, they moved to 
the Franklinton Circuit. 

Gloria received her B.A. degree in 
Music Education from Dillard University 
in New Orleans and a Master’s degree in 
Education/Psychology from Azusa Pacific 
University in Azusa, California. 

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, she was the 
Founder of Melodies Enterprise 
(Piano/Vocal Music Studio). 

Gloria is currently a servant in ministry 
at St. Mark United Methodist Church, pas- 
tored by Rev. Derrick Hills. 

Recently, she was a participant at the 
2010 United Methodist Women’s 
Assembly in St. Louis, Missouri. She has 
been a messenger for United Methodist 
Women’s Sunday in local units of the 
Baton Rouge District. 

Her family includes a grandson and two 
daughters, one deceased. 

Debbie Hancock 

Debbie Hancock's interest in music 
began as a small child. She remembers 
singing "Zacchaeus," with all the hand 
motions, as a solo in church when she was 
three. Over the years, she has served as 
organist, pianist, children's choir director 
and ensemble director at various churches. 
Currently, she is the substitute pianist at 
Trinity UMC in Alexandria, her home 
church, and occasionally sings a solo there. 

Debbie is active in UMW and serves as 
president for her local 
unit as well as for the 
Alexandria District. 

A graduate of 
Louisiana Tech with a 
degree in Secondary 
Education, Debbie 
taught at the junior 
high and high school 
levels. 

Unable to settle on 
one career, she is also a 
published author and spent many years 
working for non-profit organizations, both 
professionally and as a volunteer. She has 
been married to Tawny Hancock (“a man 
with a wonderful sense of humor and the 
patience of Job”) for 36 years. 

Debbie and Tawny have three sons. She 
is grandmother to five, all of whom affec¬ 
tionately call her "Muggah.” In her spare 
time, she enjoys gardening, reading and 
entertaining. 






Debbie Hancock 


Domestic Violence - UMW Social 
Justice issue for 2011 


“Weproclaim ... that violence against 
women exists in all communities, includ¬ 
ing our own, and is morally, spiritually 
and universally intolerable. 

We commit ourselves to working 
toward the day when all women will be 
safe and abuse will be no more. ” 

The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women, the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Men and 
the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence have endorsed the message of 
the National Declaration by Religious 
and Spiritual Leaders to Address 
Violence Against Women. The Council 
of Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church signed this in 2006. 

Domestic violence is defined as a pat¬ 
tern of behavior used to establish power 
and control over another person through 
fear and intimidation, often including the 
threat or use of violence. 

Domestic violence is not just a 
women’s issue. It is an issue of faith. 
These ministries have partnered to launch 
a domestic violence initiative to raise 
awareness and provide training in United 
Methodist congregations. 

Nationally: 

One in four women (25) will experi¬ 
ence domestic violence in her lifetime. 

More than three women and one man 
are murdered by their intimate partners in 
this country every day. 

Intimate partner violence costs over 
$5.8 billion each year. Nearly $1.8 bil¬ 
lion are for the indirect costs of lost pro¬ 
ductivity or wages. 

^Statistics: Domestic Violence 
Resource Center http://www.dvrc-or.org 

In Louisiana 

Homicide rate of 2.53 per 100,000 for 
females murdered by males in 2007 - 
nearly double the national average of 
1.30 per 100,000 females (VPC 2009). 

15.5 million U.S. children live in fam¬ 
ilies in which partner violence occurred 
at least once in the past year; and 7 mil¬ 
lion children live in families in which 
severe partner violence occurred 
(FVPF2009). 

Each year, Louisiana women experi¬ 
ence about 90,079 intimate partner relat¬ 
ed physical assaults (Tjaden & Thoennes 
2000 ). 

*Statistics: Violence Policy Center 
(VPC), When men murder women: 
analysis of 2007 homicide data. 2009 
(http://www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2009. 
pdf; Family Violence Prevention Fund 
(FPFV) The facts on children and domes¬ 
tic violence, 2009. Available at: 
http://www.endabuse.org/userfiles/file/Ch 
ildrenandFamilies/DomesticViolence.p 
df; Patricia Tjaden & Nancy Thoennes, 
U.S. Department of Justice. Extent, 
nature, and consequences of intimate 
partner violence, 2000. Available at 
http://www.nejrs.gov/pdffileslnij/181867. 
pdf 


Among the many sermons of John 
Wesley collected and studied by 
Methodists over the years, many teach¬ 
ings have been incorporated into more 
contemporary contexts. For instance, 
Wesley’s General Rules” have been pop¬ 
ularized by Bishop Rueben Job’s recent 
book, Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan 
Way of Living. Bishop Job paraphrases 
Wesley’s General Rules into a more con¬ 
cise: “Do no harm,” “Do good” and 
“Stay in love with God.” 

In considering the first rule, “Do no 
harm,” Job offers the following defini¬ 
tion. 

To do no harm means that I will be on 
guard so that all my actions and even my 
silence will not add injury to another of 
God’s children or to any part of God’s 
creation. 

Now, it is our turn. As a disciple of 
Jesus, you have been given information 
about this injustice that is affecting peo¬ 
ple in your community and congregation. 
Will you speak up? With this information 
included in this newsletter, will you 
speak out? Or will you, in your silence 
be complacent? 

Advocacy begins with breaking the 
silence. Are you ready to become an 
advocate? 

The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women will break the silence 
and become an advocate by doing the 
following: 

First, we are going to PRAY. 
Beginning on May 8, 2011, Mother’s 
Day through June 19, 2011 - Father’s 
Day, we will have “A Month of Prayer 
for Domestic Violence. Please go to the 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women site on the conference web page 
and download the PRAYER CALEN¬ 
DAR. You will also find additional infor¬ 
mation about Domestic Violence that you 
can download. 

Each district will have articles in their 
newsletters and other information will be 
sent to each unit to discuss and address 
the issue. At each of the events listed 
below, we will bring necessary and per¬ 
sonal items for the Battered Women 
Shelter in the local area 

April 9, 2011, the Acadiana District 
will address this issue at its Day Apart 
District Retreat. 

May 14, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon, the Baton Rouge District will have 
a Domestic Violence Conference at St. 
Mark United Methodist Church. 

September 17, 2011, the Alexandria 
District will address the issue at their 
combined churches meeting. 

We encourage ALL UNITED 
METHODISTS to get involved. WE 
CAN AND WILL MAKE A DIFFER¬ 
ENCE. 

In the Service of Christ, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 

La. United Methodist Women 
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Calling all United Methodist Women: 


“Our mission agencies need your support” 


We all should be aware of the current 
appeals for support of mission world-wide 
and locally. There are always specific 
needs unique to each of our home mission 
projects. Good news arises from the 
tragedy in Haiti. The April 2011 archives 
information notes that more than 3,200 
families in Haiti will soon have transition¬ 
al, upgradeable or permanent housing, 
thanks to collaborations between UMCOR 
and three different humanitarian organiza¬ 
tions. 

Advance numbers for UMCOR giving 
for recent disasters include: Cote D’Ivoire 
Crisis - Advance # 3021317; Japan/Pacific 
Emergency-Advance # 982450; Liberia 
Emergency - Advance #150300; US 
Disaster Response - Advance # 901670; 
2011 Spring Storms—Advance #3021326. 

Specific needs for missions are: 


Dulac Community Center - School 
Supplies and Baby items 

MacDonnell Children’s Services 
(Houma) Year-round supply list includes 
white towel sets; utensils (forks, knives, 
spoons); reusable plastic dishes; plastic 
storage containers; twin sheet sets-white 
preferred; any color accepted; cleaning 
supplies; kitchen and dish towels; laundry 
detergent; plastic drinking glasses; brooms 
and mops; toilet paper; and paper towels . 

North Rampart Community Center - 
Monetary donations toward educational 
equipment and programs. 

UMCOR/S Sager Brown Depot- The 
agency website is noting five urgent crises 
or emergencies. Additional information 
can be secured through the UMCOR web¬ 
site and the specific Advance Number of 
the project. 


Also, specific information on the con¬ 
tents and proper assembly of Flood 
(Cleaning) Buckets, Health Kits, and 
Bedding Kits can be obtained at the 
UMCOR site at www.umcor.org 

Cleaning Buckets are used after natural 
disasters like floods, hurricanes and torna¬ 
does. 

Health kits provide basic necessities to 
people who have been forced to leave their 
homes because of human conflict or natural 
disaster. Health kits are also used as learn¬ 
ing tools in personal hygiene, literacy, 
nutrition and cooking classes. 

The supplies in Bedding Kits provide an 
important source of comfort for displaced 
persons. 

If you choose to make a monetary dona¬ 
tion to kit supplies or any other agency 
requests, PLEASE make your checks 


payable to the LA CONFERENCE UMW 
(not to the agency). This will insure that 
the conference UMW gets credit for your 
gift. Be sure to designate on your check 
which agency you wish to support. Info on 
these projects can be accessed through: 
info@dulaccommunitycenter.org or 
http://dulaccommunitycenter.org (Dulac); 
info@nortlTrampartcommunity.org or 
http://northrampartcommunity.com (North 
Rampart); director@sagerbrown.org (Sager 
Brown) 

Please bring or send your items and/or 
monetary donations with someone coming 
to the 2011 School of Christian Mission, 
July 20-23-2011 or to the Annual Meeting, 
October 7-8, 2011. Thank you for your 
attention to and concern for these matters! 


Women’s Division 2011 Spring Editorial Committee Board update 


New resources 
readily available from 
the Mission Resource 
Center were presented 
at the Spring Editorial 
Board meeting March 
11-13, in New York. 

Included in the new 
materials were the 
2011 mission study on 
Haiti, and the spiritual 
growth study entitled 
The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative 
Justice and Reconciliation. 

A new DVD has been released by Diva 


Communications to raise awareness about 
intimate partner violence and helping vic¬ 
tims of it. The DVD, “I Believe You” was 
aired by ABC network affiliates from 
January to March of 2011. The 58 minute 
DVD is available for purchase for $25 by 
contacting Diva Communications {diva- 
communications.com}. A free discussion 
guide is available by accessing the website: 
http://new.gbgm- 

umc.org/umw/media/pdf/ibelieveyoudis- 

cussionguide.pdf 

The funding for the documentary was 
provided through the support of United 
Methodist Women, the New York Board of 


Rabbis, Presbyterian Women, the 
Evangelical Church in America, Odyssey 
Networks, National Council of Churches, 
and a consortium of Muslim organizations. 
United Methodist Women also contributed 
to a grant that helped to fund the program. 

A discussion guide developed by 
Richard Peck in collaboration with the 
General Commission on United Methodist 
Men is available for downloading that is 
linked to the homepage of the United 
Methodist Women web site. The guide con¬ 
sists of discussion suggestions, questions, 
and includes a listing of additional 
resources. Conference, Local, and District 


Dean’s message, from page 3 

short, the spiritual growth focus is on com¬ 
ing out on the side of grace and restorative 
justice in rebuilding personal, family and 
communal relationships. 

Our Geographical Study for 2011 is 
“Haiti”. It offers an overview of the cul¬ 
tures that shaped Haiti’s past and the ongo¬ 
ing legacy of colonialism, along with 
glimpses into the heart and soul of Haiti’s 
people. It also includes the impact of the 
devastation with the January 12th earth¬ 
quake in 2010. While the mission study 
never minimizes the impact of colonialism 
or the earthquake, it offers readers hope for 
Haiti’s future. 

The Social Issues study: “Joy to the 
World: Mission in an Age of Global 
Christianity” is a repeat study from 2010. 
If you have not taken this study, 1 urge you 


Units, and churches are encouraged to use 
the guide and DVDas a tool for action on 
the issue of domestic violence. 

Harriet Olson, Deputy General 
Secretary of the United Methodist Women, 
Women’s Division is featured on You Tube, 
commenting on the subject of domestic 
violence (Google - UMW domestic vio¬ 
lence I Believe You). Harriet can also be 
heard reading “Responsively Yours”, in 
English and Spanish on the UMW website. 
Korean is also included. 

Kathleen Conrad 
Women’s Division Director 
Chairperson of the Editorial Board 


to take advantage of this opportunity. It is 
well worth your time. In addition, the text, 
Joy to the World, was written by Dr. Dana 
Robert who is a native of Louisiana. We as 
members of Louisiana Conference UMW 
are proud of that. 

We have a variety of extracurricular 
events planned for your participation, 
including Friday ‘Fun’ Night’. There will 
be some special entertainment also and you 
don’t want to miss the Thursday evening 
presentation by two individuals who will 
share their experiences of having worked 
with children in Haiti. 

My Assistant Dean, Myrna Freeman 
and I are eager to invite you come experi¬ 
ence four days of learning, fellowship and 
fun awaiting you at our 2011 School. All 
are Welcome! 

Judy W. Willis, 

Dean, 2011 School of Mission 


SCM books available 

SCM Study Books can be purchased by calling the Mission 
Resource Center at 1-800-305-9857 @ ext. 169 or direct line (214) 389-6995. 

Title/Author(s) 

The Journey 

Stephanie Hixon & Thoman Porter 

Stock # 

M3110 

Price 

$7.00 

Joy to the World 

Dana L. Robert 

M3074 

$10.00 

Haiti 

Rev. Dr. Jacques Pierre 

M3107 

$10.00 

Forgiveness & Reconciliation 

Jennifer Youngman 

M3113 

$ 8.00 



F LAS H! 

We're having a contest. SHARE YOUR 

MISSION VISION. Prizes will be given at 
Annual meeting for the most UNIQUE mission 
and for the most UNIQUE money raising 
venue. Get your entry at SCM or from your 
District Education & Interpretation coordinator. 
See you at School of Christian Mission! 
Myrna Freeman, E&l Coordinator 


Please access these important resources 

online at: 

http://www.la-umc.org/ministries/umw 

► Prayer Calendar for Domestic Violence Focus 

(May 8, 2011 (Mothers’ Day) to June 19, 2011 (Fathers’ Day) 

► SCM scholarship info and application due June 1, 2011 

► 2011 School of Mission Registration Form 



Kathleen Conrad 
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DCYM Leadership Training 

Centenary College June 3-5, 2011 

This event is for DCYM leaders, newly elected DCYM/CCYM officers, newly elected DCYM/CCYM represen¬ 
tatives, YSF chairs, CCYM alternates, adults from each district and local church youth leadership 
We encourage you to bring 2 youth, 1 alternate youth, and 1 adult from your local church 
Register at www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?EID=DCYM17E or call Jodi Harper at (225) 346-1646 


Life Mentoring: 


a ministry of Christian friendship fosters growth 


BYKAYHOPPE 

Five years ago, the 
ministry of Life 
Mentoring came into 
being under the 
Ministry of Spiritual 
Formation at First 
United Methodist 
Church in Baton 
Rouge. The ministry 
focuses on fostering a 
deeper relationship with 
Christ through spiritual 
companioning. Mentoring is biblically 
rooted in the church and scripture and is a 
means of grace in the Wesleyan tradition. 
Simply stated, Life Mentoring is about 
commitment to growing in our relationship 
with Christ through a covenant friendship 
in the midst of day-to-day life, enabling us 
to become the disciple each of us is called 
to be. 

Spring Storms, from page 1 

better suited to the dark sanctuary, he 
explained. Thirty people showed up to wor¬ 
ship. 

“Even if we come today with heavy 
hearts,” Griffith told them, “we come to 
celebrate family and community ... This is 
a time that God can use to draw us together 
as a community and to make a difference.” 

Fie reminded the congregation, “You’re 
the only Bible that some people will ever 
read. ... We have an opportunity, as the 
church, as a connectional body, to meet the 
needs of the community. We are blessed, 
are we not? ... We have a mission of hope. 
We have a mission of love. We have a mis¬ 
sion of grace.” 

That same day, the Rev. John H. 

Bonner, Demopolis District superintendent 
for the Alabama-West Florida Annual 
(regional) Conference, worshipped at 
Jackson Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Sawyerville. 

“Despite the community losses and 
some personal losses among church mem¬ 
bers,” he said, “it was a joyful, thankful 
service. They spent time telling their sto¬ 
ries, confessing their fears, crying tears and 
thanking God that it was no worse than it 
was. One man was ... on the scene when 
an infant who died was found. These are 
tough realities." 

‘We know how it is’ 

In Mississippi, Bishop Hope Morgan 
Ward wrote about visiting a hard-hit area 
April 29 with her husband. “As Mike and I 


“Holy Conversation” creates a holistic 
approach to faith and living. It provides 
wisdom and encouragement as we share 
our stories, joys, and concerns. It serves as 
a means of recognizing and experiencing 
God’s presence. Jesus said, “I have called 
you friends because I have made known to 
you everything I have heard from my 
Father” (John 15: 15). Mentoring is jour¬ 
neying together with Christ as guide, com¬ 
panion and friend. 

Rev. Chris Andrews says, “Spirituality 
is about developing a relationship with 
God. Shortcuts are not likely to teach us 
the truth about God or ourselves.. .we need 
friends, mentors and teachers to guide 
us.. ..I am convinced that the only way to 
make Christians.... is to link life-to-life in 
a training experience that is both formal 
and informal. ” 

The Life Mentoring approach pairs a 
“mentor” and a “seeker” for compatibility. 

stood with (the Rev.) Charles Coggins by 
the devastation that was Smithville United 
Methodist Church,” she said, “we were 
greeted by a family from St. Paul, Ocean 
Springs.” 

"I was baptized and married here," a 
woman told them. "St. Paul is ready to help 
in any way we can. We know how it is. ..." 

Ward continued: “In God's great econo¬ 
my, nothing is lost: nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. We 
are connected in this moment as we grieve 
and comfort, as we clean up and trust God 
for the future.” 

Across the South, congregations whose 
buildings escaped the tornadoes are open¬ 
ing their doors to those who were less for¬ 
tunate. Some offer emergency shelter for 
tornado evacuees. Others serve as drop-off 
locations for donations of health ldts, 
cleaning buckets and specific items such as 
diapers and tarps. 

In Emory, Va., Emory and Henry 
College President Rosalind Reichard (right) 
and students study about storm damage and 
needs in the community surrounding the 
college. The school opened its gymnasium 
as a shelter and services center. A UMNS 
photo by Annette Spence. View in photo 
gallery The Rev. Wilson Kendrick, 
Demopolis (Ala.) District disaster-response 
coordinator, said two men from Texas 
loaded up their truck at 5 a.m. May 1 and 
started driving. They arrived in the 
Demopolis District and went to work 
immediately. 

The University of West Alabama in 


They agree to a covenant relationship for a 
six month period, meeting twice monthly 
to focus on spiritual growth and to pray 
with and for one another. Terry Preis, who 
began as a “seeker” and now serves a men¬ 
tor, said, “We meet twice a month, opening 
in prayer, asking God to direct our conver¬ 
sation. We discuss what’s going on in our 
lives. It’s just a conversation between 
friends, but with a huge difference. We 
concentrate on trying to discern what God 
is doing in successes and concerns and 
what He wants us to do.” 

Debbie Miller, mentor, writes,” 

Christian friendship has been a huge bless¬ 
ing and joy for me.” Gregg Fell, seeker, 
states, “I have gained a new, closer 
Christian friend through the mentoring pro¬ 
gram. We study together, pray together, and 
hold each other accountable for studying 
the Word of God in depth.” 

Elissa McKenzie, seeker, reflects, “I 

Livingston is housing relief workers in that 
area, as well as offering their football team 
to assist. The Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Alabama (Tuscaloosa) is 
hosting work teams. 

“We can handle 30 to 40 people a day,” 
said the Rev. Creighton Alexander, campus 
pastor, “but please bring your own cots or 
air mattresses. We can provide food for 
your teams, but please bring chain saws 
and any other equipment you think would 
be helpful.” Area United Methodist church¬ 
es are coordinating volunteers. 

Relief funds stretched to the limit 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief has been responding to the tornadoes 
since Day 1. 

The denomination’s humanitarian-aid 
agency underscored its “absolute commit¬ 
ment” to communities affected by this 
year’s historic spring stonn season, even 
though the organization’s U.S. Disaster 
Response funds are extraordinarily tight. 

The Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey, 
UMCOR’s top executive, appealed to 
United Methodists to help replenish the 
funds and ensure the agency’s ability to 
continue to respond to the spring storms 
emergency. Donations can be made here. 

“I have no doubt that the people of The 
United Methodist Church will respond just 
as they always have, whether it is to an 
earthquake in Haiti or Japan, a hurricane in 
the Gulf, or widespread tornadoes and 
storms such as these,” she said. “People 
always respond to great need.” 


began to add a few minutes to each day for 
spiritual practice and prayer. It was a chore 
at first, but gradually I began to acknowl¬ 
edge that the Spirit was guiding me. The 
mentoring experience accelerated my spiri¬ 
tual maturation.” 

The Life Mentoring Ministry program is 
available for you and your congregation. 
We will be glad to arrange a presentation 
on your campus at your convenience. An 
informational meeting is also offered at 
First UMC in the fall for those interested. 
Contact me, Kay Hoppe, Life Mentoring 
Coordinator, at (225) 769-1940 or kayscon- 
nection@hotmail.com or Cherri Johnson, 
Director of Spiritual Formation for First 
UMC at (225) 383-477 or cherri@first- 
methodist.org 

We look forward to sharing this journey 
of Christian friendship with you. 



Choir director David Sheffield bows his 
head during a prayer service at Byars- 
Cobbs United Methodist Church, Glade 
Spring, Va., on May 1. Because several 
church members lost friends or family 
members or were still cleaning up from 
storm damage, and the church was still 
without electricity, the congregation held a 
prayer service instead of regular worship 
in the dark sanctuary. 



Kay Hoppe 
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Foundation holds annual meeting in Baton Rouge; elects officers, board members 


The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana elected officers and board mem¬ 
bers at its annual meeting on April 26 at 
the City Club of Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Jan Holloway Curwick will con¬ 
tinue the second half of her two-year term 
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
Curwick is presently senior pastor at First 
United Methodist Church of Lafayette, 
where she has served since 2006. In June, 
she will move to St. Francisville UMC. 
Other officers continuing their terms are: 
Irwin Felps, Vice-Chairman; Joseph 
Awotwi, Secretary; and Mike Dehart, 
Investment Chairman. Members of the 
Board of Trustees continuing their terms 
are: Mae Belton, Omer Davis, James 
Goins, Lee Hampton, Frank Harrison, 
Sandra Kuykendall, Bill Potter, Alice 
Prophit, Larry Stafford, and Fred 
Wideman. New board members elected at 
the meeting include L. Nettles Brown of 
Natchitoches and Rev. Weldon Bares of 
Lake Charles. 

Brown is a member of First United 
Methodist Church of Natchitoches and has 
served as Chairman of the Endowment 
Committee. He is a CPA and Financial 
Services Professional with New York Life 
Insurance Company. He is a member of 
the Board of Ordained Ministry and served 
as President of Kiwanis International in 
1999-2000. 

Bares is senior pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in Lake Charles. For the 
previous ten years, he served as pastor of 
Lea Joyner Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Monroe, and several other com¬ 
munities since being ordained as a deacon 
in 1978 and as an elder of the UMC in 
1981. 

President Rob Fairly recognized Rev. 
Doug deGraffenried, who has finished 
three terms and is rotating off the board, 
for his nine years of service. Reverend 
deGraffenried is senior pastor of First 
UMC, Natchitoches. 


Disaster Response, from page i 

directly from other conferences gave us the 
opportunity to purchase those items most 
needed. This is the reason for our estab¬ 
lishing the second Conference giving 
opportunity. 

The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference, through our Disaster 
Response Ministry, has already facilitated 
the shipment of water and tarps to both 
neighboring conferences. 

Through the office of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM), emer¬ 
gency response teams are being organized 
to be sent to both conferences. To sched¬ 
ule, contact the LAVIM office at the 
Conference office in Baton Rouge. This 
office will work with North Alabama and 
Mississippi to arrange volunteer teams 
from Louisiana. Immediately needed are 
badged and trained ERT (Early Response 
Team) volunteers. 

We continue to pray for each person 
and congregation that has been effected by 
these devastating spring storms. 



Rob Fairly, president of the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana, stands with outgoing board member Rev. Doug deGraffenried 
and Rev. Jan Holloway Curwick, board chair, at the UMFLA annual meeting held April 26 at the City Club in Baton Rouge. 



Worried You Won’t Have 
Enough Income in Retirement? 

Get guaranteed income through a 
Deferred Gift Annuity! 

The deferred gift annuity provides a fixed 
income for life starting at a date you choose- 
for instance, your retirement. And after your 
lifetime, the remaining value of the annuity 
supports your favorite 
ministry, forever! 

Additional benefits include: 

• Increased retirement 
income 


Immediate charitable 
income tax deduction 

Use appreciated assets 
and partially bypass 
capital gains tax 

Enjoy partially tax-free 
income 


One Life Deferred 
Gift Annuity Rates 

Age 

Now 

Age at 
Payout 

Payout 

Rate 

45 

65 

12.9% 

45 

70 

17.0% 

50 

65 

10.4% 

50 

70 

13.6% 

60 

70 

8.8% 

60 

75 

12.1% 

65 

70 

7.0% 

65 

75 

9.7% 


Improve your retirement plan and support 
your favorite ministry at the same time! 

(225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 
www.umf.org 
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Iglesia Metodista Dedication 



ICI ESI A METODISTA Df" MEXICO. A.R 

ELD HIM 


The faithful gather outside Elohim Iglesia Metodista de Mexico in Valle Hermoso during a church dedication held on 
May 8. The structure is one of a number of projects in Mexico funded by the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
and Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams. Elohim Iglesia Metodista is led by Pastor Noe Briones. 

Churches funded by Louisiana dedicated May 8 


On May 8, two churches were dedi¬ 
cated in Mexico—Casa de Comunion y 
Bendicion (House of Communion and 
Blessing) in Matamoros and Elohim in 
Valle Hermoso. On both projects, a grant 
from the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana matched monies given by 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams 
for the construction supplies. 

Originally, the grant was given for 
only one building project, but it expand¬ 
ed, and now future projects including a 
sanctuary in Reynosa and a new 1-12 
grade Methodist school building will be 
funded. 

Each LAVIM team gives $100 per 
person or $50 per day for longer stays 
and that amount is matched by the fund, 
a choice made by the LAVIM Advisory 


Committee. 

With the help of these same funds and 
the matching grant, a third church con¬ 
struction project (parsonage and fellow¬ 
ship hall) in Tampico has been complet¬ 
ed. “I think that the support of these 
much needed projects is one of 
the Foundation’s greatest witness of 
faith, along with LAVIM, and the 
Louisiana Conference and it’s teams!,” 
said Willie Berman, Mexico VIM direc¬ 
tor. 

Rob Fairly, president and CEO of the 
Foundation, said, “Our mission statement 
calls the Foundation to serve as a catalyst 
for projects that meet the needs of a 
diverse and rapidly changing society. The 
church and school builds in Mexico pre¬ 
sented the perfect opportunity for the 


Foundation to make a difference. We 
love seeing these projects come to 
fruition.” 

Significant work has been done by 
LAVIM teams in Mexico on these and 
other projects. Through the determined 
efforts of Billy and Marion Bridges and 
then Foundation President Ray Caraway, 
an early dream of one church has now 
raised two new sanctuaries, a parsonage 
and fellowship hall and now a school. 

“ I and LAVIM are exceedingly grate¬ 
ful to the Bridges, the Foundation and the 
continuing support of present President 
Rob Fairly in these efforts. The work of 
our teams and the ministry of Mexico 
VIM Director Willie Berman and these 

See Dedication, page 9 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

You are the Best!!! 


You are the Best!!! 

Louisiana, you are the best!! And I 
don’t state that lightly! It is indeed true 
in so very many ways. One of the most 
recent ways in which you were the very 
best was the recent “Day of Caring” held 
on Saturday, May 14. Did you realize 
there were at least 210 United Methodist 
Churches throughout our Conference 
who were fully engaged in additional 
ministries that were WITH THE POOR? 
That is amazing! And here is an even 
more amazing fact. That was the highest 
participation of churches in any Annual 
Conference in the ENTIRE CONNEC¬ 
TION. That means Louisiana had the 
most churches involved in this special 
day of all the Annual Conferences 
throughout the entire world!! I would 
say that is beyond commendable. It is 
stupendous!!! 

Thanks to all the District “Day of 
Caring” representatives who worked so 
hard to make the difference in how 
smoothly everything ran on May 14. It 
was truly a demonstration in what can be 
done when everyone agrees that a specif¬ 
ic mission is what God is calling us to do 
as a church. 

Mission is always something God 
calls us to do as a church! And this is 
another area where Louisiana has 
excelled. You can go all around the 
world and you will find footprints of a 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) work team firmly embedded in 
the culture of multiple places. That has 
not come by accident. It has come 
through intentional work by our capable 
LAVIM Coordinator, Rev. Larry 
Norman, and his highly gifted office 
staff, Brenda Coppit and Amanda Short. 
You will find stories of the many oppor¬ 
tunities to reach out to others in need 
throughout this edition of Louisiana 
Now!, as well as schedules of upcoming 
mission outreach teams that will be 
departing Louisiana in the near future 
where service to humankind will be done 
in the name of Jesus Christ and for serv¬ 
ice to Him through our service to our sis¬ 
ters and brothers for whom he died. 

It has become very clear to me as we 
have worked hard to identify markers of 
a vital and effective church, that those 
who are more involved in mission out¬ 
reach are the more vital congregations. 
That outreach can come in various set¬ 
tings, but it must always be “other” ori¬ 
ented and it must be sacrificial on our 
part. When we reach out beyond our¬ 
selves and into the lives of those who 
have less and who are among “the least 
of these”, our own lives are changed and 
we become a little more cognizant of 
what Jesus meant when he said, 
“Inasmuch as you have done it unto the 
least of these, you have done it unto me.” 

I watched with fear and trembling as 


the first Morganza 
Spillway bay was 
opened on Saturday, 
May 14. None of us 
knew what this 
would create and 
what it would mean 
for Louisiana. I 
know I was joined 
by many others in 
the fear that this 
would lead to great 
disaster for so many and we would once 
again be facing a major response right 
here within our own state boundaries. As 
I write this, it looks as if my worst fears 
will go unfounded and the destruction 
will be much less than my unbridled 
mind imagined. 

At the same time, there will be major 
areas of need that we will be called upon 
to address once the waters subside and 
the worst is over. The clean-up won’t be 
glamorous, nor will it be enticing, but it 
will be absolutely necessary. If you have 
never done a mission outreach program 
as a church, or as an individual, this will 
be the perfect time for you to dive in. 

You won’t have to go far. It won’t cost 
more than you feel you can afford. You 
can get some of your closest friends to 
go with you, and you can be fully in mis¬ 
sion for Jesus Christ right here at home! 
It’s the perfect opportunity for EVERY 
United Methodist Church in Louisiana to 
have people in mission! I challenge you 
to be attuned to the calls for help and to 
respond positively to what we are being 
called to do. 

You probably are “Disaster Weary”, 
and “Compassion Fatigued”, but now is 
not the time to stop and rest. The call is 
strong and unavoidable - “Come over to 
our need and help us!” And, I expect, 
once again Louisiana will stand strong 
and ready! It is your nature. It is your 
culture. It is your understanding of what 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus. And 
the more we respond to the deep nature 
of who we are as a people of faith, the 
more we are fulfilled and the greater is 
our witness. 

I’ve said it before, and I say it again, 
“Louisiana, you are the best!” My jour¬ 
ney alongside you for eleven years has 
taught me to look to you and at you with 
respect and admiration. God bless you 
for your unflinching endurance and your 
enduring faithfulness. God must indeed 
be smiling as the view from the heavenly 
perch shows the people of God marching 
not only to Zion, but marching to mis¬ 
sion!! 

In Christ’s love, 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 




Bill Hutchinson 



Richard Bozart, right, recently retired director of South Africa Volunteers in 
Mission (SAMVIM) visited the La. United Methodist Conference offices in Baton 
Rouge with John Mitchley, who will replace Bozart as director of SAMVIM. 


SAMVIM director visits Baton Rouge 


Richard Bozart, recently retired director 
of South Africa Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (SAMVIM) recently visited the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference 
offices in Baton Rouge. 

With him was John Mitchley, who will 
replace Richard as director of SAMVIM. 

“Our relationship with Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission goes back to 
December of 1988. We were trying to 
establish a VIM program in South Africa, 
but not alot of American or foreign teams 
were coming,” said Bozart. 

He spoke about different teams that 
came to South Africa. He recalled a team 
from Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge led 
by Rev. Amy Mercer in 2005, which 
helped to build a church parsonage and 
offered educational ministry. In 2003, a 
team from Louisiana Tech helped to build a 
church in Amsterdam. 

Wesley Foundation teams from 
McNeese and Louisiana Tech worked in a 
local AIDS clinic and helped with the con¬ 
struction of the church in Balfour. 


Ultimately, a team of volunteers from 
South Africa felt led to serve in Louisiana 
after Hurrican Katrina. 

“Serving as SAMVIM director has been 
a 21- year- journey for me. Over the years, 
75 projects have been completed with the 
help of more than 100 teams. It was not 
done for monetary reward, but it brought 
great fulfillment. We’ve seen how people’s 
lives have been changed, how they want to 
help others,” said Bozart. 

His main motivation for moving back to 
Houston, Tex. is to “watch his grandchil¬ 
dren grow up.” Bozart is still promoting 
volunteerism, however, as an active mem¬ 
ber of Roudrock UMC, a church which 
supported Bozart throughout his ministry 
in South Africa. 

Mitchley, who has served as Richard’s 
assistant for 15 years, is looking forward to 
taking over the leadership of the organiza¬ 
tion. He indicated that the focus for teams 
may shift some from construction to med¬ 
ical missions and meeting educational 
needs. 
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From the Bishop: Risk management for LAVIM teams 


Dear Workers in Mission, 

Greetings to you as you consider what it means to represent the Lord Jesus Christ 
through “hands on mission.” As you know, mission outreach is more than a humanitar¬ 
ian effort of good will and concern. Mission in the name of Jesus is indeed the re-pres¬ 
entation of Jesus to the people of the world. You have my deepest admiration and grat¬ 
itude as you make your plans for being the hands and feet of Christ. 

There is a concern that has arisen that I want to address briefly with each of you. 
That concern is whether a mission outreach team is fully protected when you go into 
all the world, and whether the Louisiana Annual Conference is fully protected as well. 

It is so easy to think only of the mission that is to be done; but there is also the liability 
of that mission and how it can potentially affect all involved. If a mission planning 
team is not fully cognizant of all the many needs, that team can endanger both partici¬ 
pants and sponsoring agencies. 

My request of you is that you work directly through the LAVIM office for any and 
all planning of mission outreach events. This office if fully equipped to handle all nec¬ 


essary arrangements and is fully understanding of all needs with regard to safety - 
physical, emotional, and legal. If you insist on planning your own experience and plan 
on using another source to plan and sponsor the work you are planning, then I request 
that you do so ONLY after conversation with the Executive Director of LAVIM, who 
can advise you as to the many needs and precautions of which you must be aware and 
for which you should prepare. It is imperative that we fully protect United Methodists 
in mission and protect the Louisiana Annual Conference from liability for that mission. 

It is my frill desire to be completely supportive of mission outreach. However, I 
will feel much safer and more confident for you and for our Annual Conference if you 
work directly through LAVIM. If you have questions about this request, please call my 
office and ask to speak with me. I will welcome that call for the safety of all. 

In Christ’s love, 

William W. Hutchinson 


Mt. Sequoyah jurisdictional work weeks held 



Two jurisdictional work weeks were held this spring at Mount Sequoyah SCJ 
Assembly and Conference Center in Fayetteville, Ark. Rev LaMarylis Cotten, 
Gueydan-Lake Arthur, and team joined her sister Patsy Schmultz’s team of North 
Cross UMC in Kansas City for their annual mission co-leadership event and were 
kept busy on the Mountain with painting, hanging drapes, landscaping and 
sheetrocking. Members of the team, from left to right, were Carroll Cotten, 
Richard Sirmon, Brenda Simmons, Carolyn Sirmon, Rev. LaMarylis Cotten, Patsy 
Schmutz, Ricky Simmons, Jeneva Myers, Tom Schmutz, Meredith Bentson and 
Ronny Berry. 


Important LAVIM team reminders! 


Establish a good line of communication 
with the Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
Office. Please make sure that you provide 
phone number(s) that you are most easily 
contacted or frequently checked for mes¬ 
sages. Most of our teams use e-mail as an 
effective means of communication with the 
LAVIM office. Your prompt reply to any 
messages is greatly appreciated. 

Please make every effort to have your 
team’s paperwork completed, notarized and 
returned to the LAVIM Office at least three 
weeks prior to your mission’s departure. 
This is especially important with your 
insurance paperwork. Your team’s insur¬ 
ance must be processed prior to departure. 

Team leaders should retain the originals 
of your mission records, except for your 
GBGM Insurance Application Form. The 
original copy of the insurance form is sent 
to GBGM to process your team’s insur¬ 
ance. 


For teams that are flying to their mis¬ 
sion location, airline ticket prices are fluc¬ 
tuating because of fuel surcharges. When 
your team’s budget process establishes an 
airfare price to plan around, that airfare 
price will probably change from that bud¬ 
geted figure. Team leaders will sign a con¬ 
tract agreeing to a flight schedule, number 
of seats being held and a price per seat. 
Please keep in mind your contracted airfare 
price does not lock in until your tickets 
have been purchased. To establish a firm 
price for your team’s airfare, it is best to 
purchase your team’s tickets as soon as 
possible. 

Please feel to contact the LAVIM office 
with your questions. 

Brenda Coppit (225) 346-1646 ext. 226 
brendacopp it@la-umc. org 

Amanda Short (225) 346-1646 ext. 240 
amandashort@la-umc. org 


A welcome from the LAVIM director 

Welcome to this LAVIM edition of the LANOW; one of two that are published 
yearly! You will find a plethora of intriguing mission stories and opportunities as you 
read. I hope you will also find the Holy Spirit talking directly to you about becoming 
an LAVIM team member. That is how each and every person on our teams becomes 
a member — they feel a strong and irresistible tug on their heart to DO the gospel, 
the teachings of Christ, not just read and study them. LAVIM volunteers feed the 
hungry, heal the sick, clothe the naked, help those who are poor in resources or Spirit 
to find new riches all around them. We have saved you a place on an LAVIM team. 
We did not know it was you, only that God would supply the hands of hope for a 
hurting world. He asks only one thing, as our Annual Conference theme proclaims, 
“that we remember the poor...” 

And, if you can’t go with us, become like Debra Berry who wrote me recently: 
“...thank you for thinking of me, worthy of being on one of your teams. But, I am 
fighting kidney failure at the moment. I had hoped to join the mission field...once my 
children were grown... but God has had other plans. I am a dedicated Prayer 
Warrior., .so send me your prayer needs and they will be on the top of my list. This is 
something God has given to me...the strength to pray and seek his wisdom in every¬ 
thing. I am linked with people all over the world in praying for other people’s need. 
This is my mission field., .the Power of Prayer.” 

If your mission field is hands on or hands folded, God calls. He claims and He 
sends. Welcome to your mission! 

Larry Norman 

Director LAVIM 



Mount Sequoyah Retreat and Conference Center has established an Advance 
Projects Number of 3021239. For more information visit http://secure.gbgm- 
umc.org/donations/advance/donate.cfm?id=3021239&code=3021239. 



























4 


Louisiana Conference NGM! Special LAVIM Edition 


MAY 27, 2011 



LAYIM team from McNeese Wesley works with Bahamas Habitat 


McNeese Wesley Foundation participat¬ 
ed in a LAVIM mission to Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat (BMH) during their 
spring break, April 23-30. Martha Pittman, 
a senior at McNeese, led 15 team members 
(which included Wesley Foundation 
Director, Rev. Angela Bulhof, and her son) 
to the village of James Cistern on the fami¬ 
ly island of Eluthera. 

The team joined forces with the Rome 
family, members of St. Luke-Simpson 
UMC in Lake Charles, and a youth group 
from Pensacola, Fla. 

Bahamas Methodist Habitat is a disaster 
relief and emergency home repair outreach 
ministry of the Bahamas Conference of the 
Methodist Church through which volun¬ 
teers work together to repair and build 
homes for low-income families (Visit 
http ://redtiedesigns.com/bmh/). 

“We learned that 70% of jobs in the 
Bahamas are in the tourist industry; the 
Bahamas have been very successful in mar¬ 


keting their natural beauty to the Western 
world,” said Rev. Bulhof. “What this over¬ 
all success means for the family islands, 
like Eluthera, is that their children must 
leave the island to find work in Nassau. 
Those who are left behind are mostly the 
unemployed, the children and the elderly. 
As a result, many people live in sub-stan¬ 
dard housing conditions. This is the gap in 
the system that BMH is working to nar¬ 
row.” 

The team worked in Gregory Town 
rebuilding a house that had been destroyed 
by a fire last November. This team taped 
and mudded drywall, textured walls, 
caulked windows and frames, framed 
doors, leveled ceilings, installed crown 
molding and built a pantry. The second 
team was improving a house in Hatchet 
Bay for a young woman who had taken in 
the children of her late sister by adding 
three bedrooms onto her house. 

On “Easter Monday” all the volunteers 


had the opportunity to visit Current Island, 
a short boat-taxi ride off the western coast 
of Eluthera. “The 50 residents of Current 
Island are all Methodist, so I guess you 
could say we were standing on a Methodist 
island!,” said Rev. Bulhof. Far from isolat¬ 
ing themselves from the rest of the islands 
and the world, this visionary community is 
in the process of building a Methodist 
Children’s Home. Children needing this 
special kind of care will be brought to the 
Current Island facility from any or all of 
the islands that make up the Bahamas 
Methodist Conference. This community is 
also hosting volunteer teams which stay in 
bunk-bed dormitories in the church and 
parsonage. BMH is also the contact to 
schedule teams who would wish to help 
with the Current Island Children’s Home 
project. 

“Working with Bahamas Methodist 
Habitat was such a blessing over Easter 
and Spring Break. Our week started off 


right with an Easter Sunrise Service on the 
beach. At the end, it sprinkled some and 
then there was a beautiful rainbow. For me, 
it was the ultimate reminder that God ful¬ 
fills his promises-on Resurrection Sunday 
and the symbol He gave us when He prom¬ 
ised He would never flood the Earth 
again,” said Martha Pittman. 

The team helped with substandard hous¬ 
ing for two very deserving families. They 
also got to build relationships with the 
beautiful community we stayed in. “The 
family whose home I worked on, her sister 
passed away, and she took in her sister’s 
three young children so we were adding on 
three bedrooms. We took special care to 
paint their bedrooms fun colors and painted 
chalkboard paint on the hall wall, so they 
are allowed to write on their walls. It was 
very refreshing to be in a community 
where the whole community was centered 
around the Church,” added Pittman. 


Mission to the Holy Land planned by LAYIM for 


October of 2012 



Louisiana Volunteers in Mission will 
host a mission to the Holy Land Oct. 7-20, 
2012. This unique mission combines serv¬ 
ice project work with visits to holy sites 
and meeting the indigenous Christian com¬ 
munity in the land of Jesus. Volunteers will 
have the opportunity to learn about the his¬ 
tory and the people of Palestine, and expe¬ 
rience Middle Eastern hospitality. 

Highlights of the mission include: 
Volunteer mission work with Mar Elias 
School at Ibillin (UM Partner Project 
founded by Archbishop Elias Chacour, 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize), and 
UM Advance project such as Hope School 
or Bethlehem Bible College in Bethlehem. 
Visits are scheduled to Jerusalem, the Old 
City, Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, the 
Jordan River, Bethlehem, Bethany, Garden 
of Gethsemane, Mount of Olives, Mount of 
Temptation, Nativity Church, Shepherd’s 
Field, Jericho, Mount of Beatitudes, 

Tabgha, Wailing Wall, among others. T he 


group will also become acquainted with 
our denominations work with its own min¬ 
istry with D’heisha Refugee Camp and the 
A1 Kheima Center. We will worship with a 
local Christian congregation at Maghar and 
meet representatives from the three faith 


communities, Jewish, Christian and 
Moslem, and become acquainted with UM 
missionaries and their work. 

Mission fees for the Holy Land Mission 
are approximately $3,000-$3,500 including 
air, accommodations in tourist class hotels 


and church guest houses, transportation in 
deluxe motor coach, English speaking 
guide, entrance fees, three meals per day, 
honorariums for speakers, insurance, work 
project fees, administrative fees and tips for 
guides, drivers and hotels. 

The October Holy Land Mission will be 
led by Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM 
and Debbie Vest, South Central Jurisdiction 
UMVIM Coordinator. The sacred site visits 
and work projects are arranged by Janet 
Lehr-Lewis, UM Liaison in Israel and 
Palestine. The mission is limited to 10 per¬ 
sons from the Louisiana Conference and 10 
from the SCJ. Required reading for the 
mission includes Blood Brothers by Father 
Elias Chacour and Through the Eyes of the 
Victims by Alex Awad (UM missionary to 
Palestine/Israel.) 

Those interested in volunteering for this 
mission opportunity should contact Larry 
Norman, 225.346.1646, or 
LduckN@aol.com. 
























MAY 27, 2011 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! Special LAVIM Edition 


5 


LAYIM mission 


team has life changing experience in Costa Rica 


A one-week LAVIM mission to San 
Jose, Costa Rica in late February focused 
on helping the Universidad Biblica 
Latinoamericana (UBL) build student dor¬ 
mitories. The school hopes to add 14 dor¬ 
mitories by 2013 for future growth. Team 
members included Mike Owenby, leader, 
Andre Rodrigue, construction leader, Sue 
Wimberly, Fifa Kissinger, Ruth Owenby, 
Pat Scheffy, Anne Towles and Lee Ann 
Thomas from First UMC; and Ray and 
Lou Anne Stickman from St. Francisville 
UMC. 

This mission began as a construction 
mission and wound up being a “destruc¬ 
tion” mission. The team cleared an adja¬ 
cent piece of property of coffee bean bush¬ 
es, banana trees and a dilapidated house. 
“It was great therapy for some of us,” 
wrote a team member. A shed was also 
built with recycled materials and an exist¬ 
ing room on campus received a new coat 
of paint. 


Becky Harrell, missionary at the UBL, 
served as the team’s host during the stay. 
The team extends sincere thanks for her 
outstanding care provided and for planning 
their stay in Costa Rica. The team was 
blessed to participate in Sunday services in 
a local church, tour the downtown market 
and enjoy a day-trip to the rain forest. The 
staff of the UBL also went out of their way, 
especially the cook, Dona Emma. Her 
cooking alone is “enough to plan a return 
trip.” 

The University offers studies and 
degrees in Theology and the Bible. They 
have an average of 125 students per year 
attending from 14 different South and 
Central American countries. The team had 
an opportunity each evening to meet sever¬ 
al of the students and professors. Their life 
stories and their dedication to Christian 
service made lasting impression. The team 
felt blessed to participate and share, for a 
brief moment, in the wonderful ministry of 
the Universidad Biblica Latinoamericana. 




Honduran missionary slated to tour Louisiana conference in November of 2011 


A unique opportunity to understand the 
life and growth of the Methodist Church of 
Honduras will be afforded the Louisiana 
Annual Conference November 1-6. 
Missionary Ron Davidson and his wife 
Loretta will intenerate in our Conference 
visiting a number of churches as well as 
enjoy reunions with past LAVIM teams 
who have served in the Central American 
country. 

Ron and Loretta, much like our own 
LAVIM mission teams, began their work in 
Honduras in 1999 while on an UMVIM 
team. They felt God’s call on their lives in 
2000 and continued to visit and volunteer 
as often as their jobs permitted. In 2005, 
God opened the door for them to live and 
work in Honduras for the past six years. 
The couple partners in receiving teams 


from all over the globe as well as our 
Louisiana teams and provide supervision 
and coordination for construction projects, 
transportation, housing and meal arrange¬ 
ments. Teams build worship centers, edu¬ 
cational facilities and parsonages as well as 
do maintenance on existing structures and 
offer VBS and vocational classes guided by 
the work of the Davidson’s. Loretta has 
recently begun a new ministry called the 
Butterfly Project which offers day care of 
working moms. LAVIM has sent many 
teams to Honduras over the last 14 years 
including four scheduled for this summer. 

The Davidson’s schedule as of this 
printing is as follows: 

November 1, 6:30 p.m. Crowley First 
UMC, Rev. Elaine Burleigh, ice cream 
social 


November 2, 11:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m., 
McNeese Wesley Foundation, Rev. Angela 
Bulhof, lunch 

7:15 p.m., SLU Wesley Foundation, 
Rev. Daniel Hixon 

November 3, 6:30 p.m., St. Francisville 
UMC, Rev. Danny Gleason, covered dish 

November 6, All a.m. Worship Services, 
Asbury UMC, Lafayette, Rev. Richard 
Humphries 

6:30 p.m., Tulane Wesley Foundation, 
Rev. Max Zehner, meal 

Additional dates are still available to 
schedule the Davidson’s for your congrega¬ 
tion. Please contact Larry Norman, 
Director of LAVIM at (225) 346-1646, to 
schedule this exciting missionary couple. 
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Louisiana Volunteers in Mission is ready to help interested teams plan a mission to the Philippines. Beginning in March of 2012, teams can depart Louisiana for 
Manila, traveling to work in Anda at Asbury College or with several area churches which need imporvement or additional educational buildings. The youth choir and 
band at the Cabungan Methodist Church, top left, performed during a visit by LAVIM. This vital congregation is in need of expanded church school facilities and refur¬ 
bishment of the church parsonage. The Tondal Methodist Church at Tondal Beach in the Philippines, above right, is also in need of repairs. 


LAVIM offers unique mission opportunities in the Philippines 


If you have ever wanted to go to 
Cabungan, now is your chance! Cubungan 
is only one of the several projects awaiting 
teams in the beautiful islands of the 
Philippines. Beginning in March of 2012, 
teams can depart Louisiana for Manila and 
travel to work in Anda at Asbury College 
or with several area churches which need 
improvement or additional educational 
buildings. 

Anda is located in the Pangasinian 
Region of the Philippines near the eastern 
tip of the Bohol peninsula. The Methodist 
Asbury College celebrated its 62nd high 
school and college graduation March 28 
when 76 seniors and 14 Bachelor of Arts or 
Christian Education graduates marched the 
aisle to receive their diplomas. This 
achievement is even more significant when 
one knows that there are no classrooms for 
college students at the school presently and 
that each of the crowded 14 school build¬ 
ings leak when it is raining or are in need 
of paint and replacement timbers where 


pesky termites have damaged their ability 
to safely hold up the roofs. 

Asbury College plans to build six new 
classrooms for its college classes which 
now meet under trees. The number of new 
classrooms will also enable high school 
classes to move out of dilapidated build¬ 
ings temporarily so that older buildings can 
be renovated. The auditorium used for gen¬ 
eral meetings and Baccalaureate also is in 
need of major roof and wall repairs. 

The Methodist Church in the 
Philippines is growing by leaps and bounds 
and such places like Cabungan, Awag, 
Marempey, Macando and Tondol, where 
these congregations flourish, are in need of 
new classrooms, floor tiles, roofing, par¬ 
sonages, new toilet blocks and general 
repairs and renovations in order to hold 
their membership on Sunday morning or 
throughout the week as classes and kinder¬ 
gartens are sponsored. 

Each Christmas beginning the day after 
our Savior’s birth and continuing until after 


New Year’s Day, the Methodist youth of 
the Philippines gather from all over the 
islands at Asbury College for Christmas 
Institute. The institute (Cl) brings together 
over 800 youth to share and study together 
and to celebrate their faith. Youth teams 
from Louisiana are invited to join this cele¬ 
bration and offer their leadership, music 
and teaching to expand and enhance the 
ministry received there. 

Of special interest to Louisiana volun¬ 
teers is the fact that Rev. Marsha Gail 
Alexander has returned to Asbury College 
as her new missionary assignment. Marsha 
has served at Asbury before and Louisiana 
United Methodists will know her ministry 
as she was on staff at University UMC in 
Lake Charles and Sager Brown/UMCOR 
Depot in Baldwin. Rev. Alexander sends 
her personal invitation to her Louisiana 
friends and Covenant Relationships to join 
her in Anda and Asbury College for mis¬ 
sion. 

LAVIM stands ready to assist with plan¬ 


ning missions to the Philippines which will 
provide hands-on mission and an eye-open¬ 
ing faith experience. Teams from Louisiana 
are invited to join in these efforts to aid 
Asbury and its neighbor congregations or 
to celebrate and grow in your faith during 
Christmas and New Year’s break. It is a 
journey! Two days are needed for the 
flights to Manila and another eight hours 
drive will land you into Anda and our 
team lodging at Tondol Beach. (Yes, you 
will have to stay in a beach hotel while you 
do the hard work of rebuilding Asbury and 
those churches in need! No one ever said 
mission was easy!) But the best part will 
be the significant relationships you will 
begin with our Pilipino friends and congre¬ 
gations and youth and witness and grow 
from the faith of an extremely vibrant and 
viable church. If you are interested in mis¬ 
sion in the Philippines, LAVIM “has you 
covered.” Contact Larry Norman, Director 
of LAVIM for more information, (225) 
346-1646. 


Missions to Haiti continue in 2011 as part of UMVIM/UMCOR collaboration 


LAVIM will continue its work in Haiti 
this summer and fall with three missions 
which are part of the UMVIM/UMCOR 
collaboration with Eglise Methodiste 
d’Haiti. A three year work plan has been 
developed providing funds for coordinators 
for projects, assistance with design of engi¬ 
neered earthquake resistant buildings and 
completion of new buildings. Rev. Gesner 
Paul, President of the Methodist Church of 
Haiti, along with the UMVIM 
Coordinators of the five Jurisdictional areas 
have designed the response. 

Two teams will depart the Louisiana 
Conference in July, and one in September 
with still more teams scheduled for early 
2012. Teams are limited to 10 members 
including a team leader who must be a cer¬ 
tified UMVIM team leader with prior 
Haitian mission experience. All teams run 


Monday to Monday. 

Openings are presently available on a 
Sept. 19-26 team led by LAVIM Director 
Larry Norman and Jan. 19-16, led by Rev. 
Hulen Warren of Grace UMC in Ruston. 
Misson fees for most Haiti teams run 
$1,500 per person including air, meals and 
lodging, insurance, in country transporta¬ 
tion and Haitian and LAVIM administra¬ 
tive fees. In addition, teams are required to 
provide $3,500 in materials funds which is 
matched by UMCOR ultimately providing 
$7,000 for much needed supplies. 

Volunteers wishing to serve in Haiti 
should contact either of the two team lead¬ 
ers to express their interest. Contact infor¬ 
mation: Larry Norman, (225) 346-1646, 
LduckN@aol.com and Hulen Warren, 
(318) 255-2211, gracepastor@sudden- 
linkmail.com. 
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meets in San Jose, California to plan future LAVIM projects 



Rev. Larry Norman, Rev. Ann Sutton, Irene Maparutsa, Rev. Dawn Young, Rev. 
Romy De Rosario, Esther Gitobu and Tuy Chamrouen are pictured at the 
Cambodian Initiative in San Jose, Cal. 


Cambodian Iniative 

Traveling half-way to Cambodia will 
land you in San Jose, Cal. at Wesley UMC 
where missionaries, staff, Cambodian 
leadership and mission volunteers from 
across the states met to celebrate our 
shared work in Southeast Asia. A team of 
Louisiana folks committed to the 
Cambodian Initiative and its mission 
joined the festivities. 

The Louisiana Conference has been 
deeply involved with the re-establishment 
of the Methodist Church in this recovering 
country. Remnants of the Methodist fel¬ 
lowships that existed before the Pol Pot 
Regime began to return and emerge the 
1980’s. Now the Methodist Church has 
grown across the country with over 150 
congregations filled with children, youth, 
and young adults. Louisiana churches and 
LAVIM teams continue to find significant 
connection as the mission conference 
grows toward its goal of becoming an 
annual conference in 2016. 

VIM teams from Louisiana have pro¬ 
vided resources and labor for the construc¬ 
tion of two churches. The most recent 
church at Samrath, in the Kampong Thom 
region, will be dedicated in September by 
a team from First UMC in Baton Rouge. 

A parsonage and dormitories are to be 
constructed. First UMC and St. Andrew’s 


UMC in Baton Rouge are continuing their 
work with teams and financial resources. 

LAVIM’s next team will be led by Rev. 
Ann Sutton, Northwood UMC, Lafayette 
and Rev. Clifton Conrad, St. Mark UMC, 
Opelousas. The team will lead a retreat for 
lay persons, “Called to a Life of Prayerful 
Contemplation and Spiritual Formation.” 
Volunteers will teach and lead participants 


toward a more contemplative faith life. 

We continue that work in 2012: 

Spring - A medical team will return to 
Svay Rieng. Beverly Dinnel, Loranger 
UMC, is forming a team ready to minister 
to a huge population in need. During the 
six-day clinics earlier this yea,r they 
served over 1,900 patients in three com¬ 
munities supported by three local 


Methodist churches. 

May - A youth conference leadership 
team under the leadership of Diane Reich, 
St. Timothy on the North Shore, will lead 
a group of Louisiana youth and college 
students to worship and fellowship and 
offer leadership and experiences with 
Cambodian youth whose lives are already 
on fire for their faith. 

October - A Men’s Conference team 
led by Ken Musick, St. Andrews UMC in 
Baton Rouge, will return with a team to 
lead a retreat for Cambodian men. This 
will be the second Cambodian Men’s 
Conference led by Ken and his 
volunteers. 

Attending the California celebration 
were Rev. Dawn Young, Rev. Ann Sutton, 
LAVIM Director Larry Norman, and team 
leader Judy Foust of First UMC, Baton 
Rouge. All felt the work accomplished 
gave form to the work that is to be done 
and helped renew the friendships that sus¬ 
tain this formative work. 

There are opportunities for individuals 
and churches to join this work. Contact 
Rev. Ann Sutton at 
revann70507@gmail.com or Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission at (225) 933-1881, 
LduckN@aol.com, for more information. 


Three Cambodian missions slated for September through November of 2011 


BY BEVERLY DINNEL 
TEAM LEADER, LORANGER UMC 

God had a plan for us to start 2011 that 
we could not have imagined! As most of 
you know, we have just returned from a 
LAVIM medical mission to Cambodia 
where we assisted the Cambodian Mission 
staff in their desire to bring much needed 
medical care to several villages. This was 
one of the most fulfilling missions for both 
of us. Looking back, we both agree it was 
all about the people. We spent one on one 
time interacting with many more of the 
Cambodian people than previous missions. 
Immediate needs were fulfilled and we got 
to see the results! 

The seven days we were in Cambodia 
were extremely full as we set up clinics at 
three separate locations. There were over 
1900 patients that came through the three 
clinics. 

Thanks to many who contributed, the 
suitcases were bulging with a great supply 
of medications, glasses, children’s activity 
supplies and gifts for the Cambodians. 

Our first clinic was at Paum Pnoe 
Methodist Church in Svay Rieng Province. 
We arrived Sunday afternoon around 1:30 
and started setting up the different areas of 
the clinic. There were already quite a few 
people seated under the tent waiting to see 
us. We hurriedly set up the triage area for 
interviews, the doctors’ exam area, pharma¬ 
cy, dental and reading glasses areas, the 
children’s area and prayer area. Before 
examining patients we gathered for a 
prayer service with the awaiting communi¬ 
ty- 

Our next morning started pretty much 
the same. We arrived early and had prayer 
service and went straight to work. Word 


must have gotten out in the community as 
the crowd was much larger than the day 
before. By the end of the second day, over 
600 patients had been seen at the clinic. 

We broke down the clinic, packed up 
and loaded the supplies and headed back to 
Svay Rieng for dinner and rest. The next 
day we moved to a much more rural loca¬ 
tion at Chambork Korng Methodist 
Church. On the drive to the church, we 
turned off the main highway to a very rural 
dirt road full of holes and ruts. The church 
had no electricity however they did provide 
a generator for our fans and lighting. We 
were the first medical team to come to this 
church. As we had experienced previously, 
the crowds were large. We started with a 
short prayer service and opened the clinic. 

This clinic was different than the previ¬ 
ous one as many of the patients had more 
serious illnesses. One person fell down in a 
seizure right next to our area. Another 
time, a group of men carried their friend in 
who had earlier had a stroke. They wanted 
our help, but we were unable to help him 
and referred him to a major hospital. 

Sylvia saw a lady who had breast cancer so 
bad there was no way to help her. 

It was an amazing day. It was so very 
hot and the people were coming so fast that 
we had very little time for rest. In the eye 
clinic, one lady was breast feeding her 
baby as she was trying on glasses. The 
baby never missed a beat! We were so 
moved to see the response from some of 
the eye clinic patients when they put on a 
pair of glasses and could actually see! 

They were so excited and they thanked us 
over and over! It was so rewarding to 
experience this! 

We had many great interpreters. 


Rebekah Soke helped us in the eye clinic. 
She is a seventeen year old in High School 
in Prey Veng. Her English was very good 
and she was a great help to us. We really 
enjoyed getting to know her. She told us 
she was a miracle child. Her mother was a 
Christian before she was born. She almost 
died when she was two months old. She 
said her mother prayed and prayed for her 
and she was healed. She was very proud to 
tell that story. 

Lucille Hall (Called and Chosen 
Ministries, BR) was in charge of the prayer 
area which was continuous throughout all 
of our clinics. No doubt this was one of 
the most valuable services we provided. 

On Wednesday, we went back to 
Chambork Korng. The eye clinic had run 
out of glasses for that particular church so 
we worked in the dental area. As the den¬ 
tists do not have the facilities for tooth 
repairs, the only option was to pull teeth! 
We thought this was possibly the hardest 
place to work and you certainly can’t have 
a weak stomach! We worked with a 
Cambodian dentist, Dr. Nee and two dental 
students. They were great at what they did 
and took excellent care of every patient. 

Once again, we packed up everything 
and moved the clinic. Prey Veng was our 
next stop. It is about three hours from 
Svay Rieng and a much more rural area. 

Prey Veng Methodist Church is actually 
a typical Cambodian home built on stilts. 

It had only recently been purchased with 
plans to do many needed repairs. There 
were quite a few youth living at the church 
which is pretty common for Cambodia. 
They are praying for funding to build a 
new church at the same location. 

The first day was pretty much like the 


other clinics. We started our day with a 
worship service as usual and as we arrived, 
people were already lined up waiting to see 
us. 

We set up dental and eye clinics upstairs 
while the triage area, doctors and prayer 
team set up downstairs and under the tent. 
At one time, the upstairs area was so 
crowded with patients that we were con¬ 
cerned it might collapse! 

This was such a great experience for us. 
Being able to help the Cambodian people 
who are so humble, gentle spirited and joy¬ 
ful even in their poverty was such a bless¬ 
ing. During all the clinics, each person was 
given vitamins and a worm pill (they have 
major stomach issues) and other meds they 
may have needed. All our medications, 
glasses, and toothbrushes were distributed 
along with health kits, wooden crosses, and 
children’s crafts/school supplies. 

This would not have been possible with¬ 
out all those who contributed through their 
donations and prayers. We want to thank 
all of you who prayed for us and donated 
money, medications and other items to this 
mission. Lives were touched throughout 
this area of Cambodia from this mission. 

Please continue to pray for Cambodia, 
the church and the missionaries because 
there are so many needs. 

There are three additional Cambodian 
missions planed by LAVIM and the 
Louisiana Cambodian Initiative for 2011, 
September 23-October 7 (construction), 
October 20-30 (construction) and October 
29-November 10 (educational). To join 
any of these teams please contact LAVIM 
at (225) 346-1646 or LduclcN@aol.com. 
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Big Friends make 

Dear Friends of VIM Mexico / Manos 
Juntas Mexico (Hands Together Mexico), 

We continue to face these difficult times 
of violence created by the drug cartels in 
our country. We hear about terrible things 
every other day in our local, regional and 
national news of deaths mostly of young 
men that were involved in some process of 
the drug activities; a few innocent people 
have been killed in cross fire situations, 
immigrants continue to be kidnapped by 
the mafia to ask for ransom from their fam¬ 
ilies back in their place of origin, SUVs’ 
cars and pick up trucks being stolen with 
some degree of violence are the most com¬ 
mon issues we know about. 

Despite of the violence between the two 
drug cartels, the Gulf Cartel and the Zetas, 
in our region, and the fighting of the 
Mexican Army and Federal forces against 
them, US teams that have worked with us 
safely and we are continuing to say that it 
is safe to come and partner with us as we 
observe common sense precautions. Still, 
the number of team cancelling is growing. 
We are trying to identify new ways of con¬ 
tinuing to partner in God’s mission with 
fewer teams and less resources. We are 
praying that God will guide us, grant us the 
safety for our teams and that we defeat the 
fears caused by the news media with our 
dedication to God’s mission. 

Here are some statistics of the number 
of teams we have received from all US 
Conferences in the last three years: 

2009, 63 teams, 8 cancelled 

2010, 55 teams, 13 cancelled 

2011, 30 teams, 24 cancelled 

Medical teams have been the most can¬ 
celed and the number of all team members 
has been reduced, in most of them up to 
50%. 

In May 8th we are dedicating two sanc¬ 
tuaries for the Glory of God! The one in 
Matamoros called Casa de Comunion y 
Bendicion (House of Communion and 
Blessing) whit Pastor Roberto Gomez and 
the one in Valle Hermoso called Elohim 
with Pastor Noe Briones. On both projects, 
a grant from the LA Methodist Foundation 
matched monies given from the LAVIM 
teams for the construction supplies. I need 
to say that originally the grant was given 
for just one church building project, but we 
were able to match funds for other projects, 
and now we are about to approve a couple 
more projects to be another sanctuary in 
Reynosa and a 1-12 grade Methodist 
school new building. Thank you, LA 
Methodist Foundation and the LAVIM 
teams that worked on these, you will be 
remembered. 

Here are some of the areas we are cur¬ 
rently working on: 

Health Ministry / Manos Juntas Clinic 

Our Clinic in Rio Bravo has been open 
to the public on Mondays and Tuesdays 
with a family doctor and a dentist, and on 
Tuesdays, also with and ophthalmologist. 

In order to do this, we have been charging 
$5 dollars to each patient (or family) but 
this also includes all the medicines we are 
providing. If someone says they cannot 
pay, we don’t charge them. 

Starting May 2nd, we will be open five 
days a week with the assistance of different 
Mexican doctors. We are paying them 
about $20 dollars per day, per doctor. We 



Bishop Raul Garcia and Pastor Roberto Gomez Reyes celebrate the dedication of 
Casa de Comunion y Bendicion (House of Communion and Blessing), a 
Methodist church in Matamoros, Mexico. The church is one of several construc¬ 
tion projects built largely by matching funds from the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana and monies donated by Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
teams. 

LAVIM joins with La. College on medical missions 


strong shoulders! 

continue to offer free Clinics when VIM 
Medical teams come to work with us; we 
also are in the process of setting up 1-day 
free clinics in different “colonias” with our 
own doctors, once a month. We need 
sponsors of $100 dollars for a week of one 
of our doctors and the management of our 
pharmacy. 

A lunch and dorm program is in process 
at La Luz Methodist Church outside of the 
new General State Hospital in Rio Bravo 
for the relatives of the patients and will be 
launched next July; we will start with 2 
days a week. 

Evangelistic projects 

Currently, we have a commitment for 
$150 dollars per month, for Pastor Ruben 
Sifuentes for him to go four hours south 
from us, to start a mission Church in San 
Carlos, a small village located in our poor¬ 
est region of the State. Some of our teams 
have been there in the past and built casitas 
and offered free clinic. The commitment 
that we have for the safety of our teams has 
curtailed our sending teams there presently. 

In August this year, we will be giving 
$90 dollars per month for a lady Pastor, 
going to the Tampico area (eight hours 
South of Rio Bravo), to start another mis¬ 
sion church. In this way we, are partnering 
with the Methodist Church of Mexico in 
their evangelistic efforts. 

Manitas Juntas (Little Hands Together) 

We started this program last February 
with two teams of children. Rev. Larry 
Acton, founder of Hands Together, was the 
first team leader that partnered with our 
first Manitas Juntas team. The program is 
to create a team of around 10 children, 
ages 10 to 12, that will received a couple 
of lessons about why we do missions and 
their role in their community. After this, 
they will be ready to join a US team and 
together they will work for a few hours on 
a special project, like painting, cleaning a 
public park, planting trees, make or deliv¬ 
ering lunch bags for homeless people or 
people outside of Hospitals, a party for an 
orphanage, etc. Then they will continue 
with their lessons and later they will join 
another mission team. The idea is to pro¬ 
mote the mission culture in our children. 

We believe this has been the start of gener¬ 
ations of mission-minded Christians in our 
area. Praise the Lord!!! 

VIM Mexico / Manos Juntas needs 
“strong shoulders” to fulfill these plans and 
dreams, so we need “big friends” that will 
pray and support us financially. You are 
being invited to support us and become a 
“VIM Mexico/Manos Juntas Big Friend.” 
Please consider partnering with us. Send 
your donations to the LAVIM office. Cars, 
medical equipment and supplies, tools and 
other items are also needed. Please indi¬ 
cate where you would like us to apply your 
offering, or you could underwrite the gen¬ 
eral fund 

In Christ, 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman 

VIM Mexico and Manos J untas 
Director, 

GBGM Missionary #3019612 


For many years the nursing program at 
Louisiana College took nursing students to 
Mexico as a part of their educational pro¬ 
gram. This was, in part, to provide them 
experiences on an international scale, but 
also in keeping with the mission of that 
Southern Baptist College. However, 
approximately five years ago they were 
told they could no longer make such trips 
sponsored by a Baptist organization, and 
their support systems in Mexico were dis¬ 
continued. This was in large part due to a 
reduction in schools participating in the 
program because of fear. But the students 
at Louisiana College were persistent in 
their desire, not only to assist others, but in 
their desire to have the experiences that 
they had come to expect from the nursing 
program. 

It was this persistence, and a faculty 
member who attends First UMC in 
Pineville, that has prompted the partnership 
of Louisiana College Nursing students and 
Louisiana VIM. On July 6, a team of five 
nursing faculty and about 12 students will 
depart for Reynosa Mexico and the nursing 
students attending a Baptist College will 


partner with leadership from the United 
Methodist church to be in mission with our 
brothers and sisters in Mexico. The stu¬ 
dents will participate in a couple of clinic 
days in Mexico, in addition to providing 
Bible stories and music for those awaiting 
care. Some of the students will be required 
to prepare patient teaching plans for dia¬ 
betes care, as well as care of hypertension, 
and be able to present that to patients at the 
clinic. The nursing students are being chal¬ 
lenged to prepare a diet plan for diabetes 
patients that is not only nutritionally sound, 
but is within the means and ability of those 
who receive them to afford and prepare. 

Because the Louisiana College faculty 
does not have a trained team leader, this 
team will be lead by Rev. Dawn Young, 
who also teaches students in a nursing pro¬ 
gram at another institution. She also serves 
as the Director of Christian Education for 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Members of the nursing school faculty will 
be able to attend LAVIM Team Leader 
Training in 2012, and become equipped to 
lead their students on future educational 
and Christian missions. 


Willie Berman to visit Louisiana churches 


Willie Berman Director of Mexico 
VIM and Manos Juntas Mexico will be 
visiting Louisiana Churches Saturday, 
July 30 through Saturday August 6. 
During this time Berman will be visiting 
and speaking at various congregational 
gatherings to share updates on 
LAVIM/Mexico VIM mission work 
along the border. Plans call for Willie to 
visit the Shreveport, Alexandria, New 


Orleans, Baton Rouge, Lafayette and 
Lake Charles areas. A more detailed list 
of gatherings and their times will be 
available at a later date. Willie and his 
family will be traveling together and plan 
to also include a work day at Sager 
Brown on Friday, August 5. Please 
“save the date” to see Willie and his fam¬ 
ily and learn of new opportunities for our 
mission work in Mexico. 
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Hands from LAVIM reach across the border to our friends in Mexico 




Mexico scouting mission for team leaders Aug. 25-28 


Much has been said and printed regard¬ 
ing the violence in Mexico in the past few 
months. Indeed there have been problems 
and there is a continuous clash between the 
Mexican authorities and cartels that find 
their livelihood in the promotion of drug 
abuse. But one must be careful in making 
judgments. Some of the news is certainly 
true but some is not. Events affect some 
areas, but mostly life goes on. 

One recent mission volunteer to the 
Matamoros, Reynosa area recently wrote 
this: “We’ve all heard the news reports 
and travel advisories by the State 
Department concerning the border area of 
Mexico and the US murders and mutila¬ 
tions caused by the drug cartel dominate 
the headlines. Many people are certain that 
cities along the Mexican side of the Texas 
border are in total chaos with gunfights in 
the streets and people afraid to leave their 
homes. We made our fourth mission to 
Matamoros in February to work with the 
Methodist Church. While we were in 
Matamoros we found life to be the same is 
has been in past years. Children were 
going to school and playing outside in their 
yards. Adults were going to work in the 
day and families were getting together in 
each other’s homes for fool and fellowship. 
Church members told us they have never 
witnessed any acts of violence, nor did 
they personally know anyone that had been 
a victim of violence by the drug cartel.” 

This is the experience of our LAVIM 
teams who have traveled to and in Mexico. 
Medical clinics are held and patients are 
treated under no fear of violence. 

Buildings are being repaired, rewired. 


plumbed and volunteers are returning safe 
and unharmed from impromptu VBS gath¬ 
erings in the street. Most return asking why 
they were ever concerned. 

To help others understand the safety of 
teams and the continuing great need for 
those teams in Mexico, LAVIM is sponsor¬ 
ing a past and future team leader’s mission 
to Mexico. The team will depart on August 
25 and return on Sunday, August 28. All 
past team leaders and anyone considering 
the role of Mexico MiniMedical and 
Construction team leader are invited to be 
part of the fact finding/work mission. 

While in Mexico, we will visit sites in 
Matamoros, Rio Bravo, and Reynosa 
where our teams continue to work. Under 
the guidance of Willie Berman, Mexico 
VIM Director, we will not travel into areas 
that have indeed become high risk over the 
past few years but we will travel freely 
where safety and opportunity abound. In 
addition to seeing and gathering the latest 
information on our mission opportunities, 
we will spend one day working in the 
deportation camps on the Mexican side of 
the border. According to the skills of those 
who join this team, that time will be spent 
in helping to improve the facilities or to 
offer medical care to those who live in the 
camp. Supplies needed in the camp will be 
announced for those registered to acquire. 

The cost of the mission will be approxi¬ 
mately $225 plus air. Volunteers may also 
choose to drive to the border. Please con¬ 
tact Larry D. Norman, LAVIM Director at 
(225) 346-1646 or (225) 933-1881, 
LduckN@aol.com, if you wish to partici¬ 
pate in this important opportunity. 


A great mission experience! 


Dear Friends, 

It sounds like such a cliche to quote 
the Blues Brothers but “We were on a 
mission from God.” Thanks to all of 
you who were so flexible in helping us 
change our arrangements. There was 
great anguish on the part of the team in 
making the decision not to cross the bor¬ 
der. I know there was great disappoint¬ 
ment for all our friends on the border. 
Again, thank you for the grace you 
offered and the strength of long relation¬ 
ships. 

All of the arrangements ended up 
being excellent. The Methodist Church 
at San Juan has a great bunkhouse. The 
church has done an excellent job prepar¬ 
ing to host teams and we felt at home. 
Working with Otto and Irv was a 
treat. Their deep commitment to the 
poor of the valley was a blessing to our 
team. Their ability to connect us with 
need, provide the needed materials and 
direct our efforts made the construction 
part of our mission very 
significant. Susan Heliums, thanks again 
for all the connections that made this a 
great experience. 

Willie, being with you on Saturday 
morning was the highlight of our jour¬ 
ney. We took many pictures on the way 
but we did not get a picture of all gath¬ 
ered around the breakfast table, being 
blessed by food and fellowship and your 
words. ““You do not realize now what I 
am doing, but later you will 
understand.” We may not understand all 
until much later but all of us knew that 
your message to us around a yellow 
breakfast table and our continued and 
shared mission is still critical to our par¬ 
ticipation in the kingdom of God. The 


whole team felt privileged to have shared 
that time with you and privileged to have 
been involved in the last 10 years of 
ministry. We look forward to finding a 
new TEX-MEX connection which will 
continue to connect resources to need in 
the valley and across the border. We 
pray for the violence to end and that we 
can find purposeful and practical ways to 
make peace. I pray that we will contin¬ 
ue to send teams in that direction until 
the way is open for us to again cross the 
border. 

I cannot measure how much of our 
decision was based on perception of 
security and the actual reality of 
security. There were individuals on our 
team that would have crossed the border 
with every confidence that we would 
have been safe in the care of Willie and 
other staff. Taldng a team across and 
being responsible for others is another 
decision. Unfortunately the present con¬ 
ditions place immense pressure on the 
perceived risk of taking a team across the 
border. I think that it is important in this 
season to encourage teams to continue to 
come to South Texas, to pull trailers full 
of supplies and to be ready to step across 
the border as the Spirit moves us. 

I hope that this will be a time of 
strength and discernment for the 
Mexican churches to which we have 
been so closely linked. My prayer is that 
they will discover a depth of faith nur¬ 
tured by 10 years of mission presence 
and find a wholeness and holiness strong 
enough to give public witness to the love 
of Jesus in this time of testing. 

Our prayers are with you and we con¬ 
tinue to be with you. 


McNeese Wesley and nursing college partner 


Rev. Angela Bulhof, director of 
McNeese Wesley Foundation, Dr. Peggy 
Wolfe, dean of the McNeese College of 
Nursing, and Willie Berman have designed 
a partnership among their organizations. 

Rio Bravo will link with one of the 
College of Nursing’s Community Health 
classes this fall, allowing them to integrate 
classroom knowledge with clinical prac¬ 
tices. Through the capstone project, stu¬ 
dents assess data to determine best health 
practices and present their findings to a 


specific community health population. 

Berman is making a video diary of Rio 
Bravo, skyping with the class, and plan¬ 
ning a visit to McNeese State University. 
Rev. Bulhof and others are recruiting and 
training team members for a mini-medical 
and construction mission to Rio Bravo, 
Jan. 5-8, 2012. Team members will largely 
represent Wesley Foundation students, the 
Community Health class working on the 
Rio Bravo project, and the Student Nurses 
Organization. 


Dedication, from page 1 

dedicated people have given new life and 
comfortable and useful places to worship 
and do ministry for these friends in Mexico 
and now will enhance the education of 
hundreds of children,” said Rev. Larry 
Norman, director of LAVIM. 

Casa de Comunion y Bendicion in 
Matamoros is led by Pastor Roberto 
Gomez Reyes and Elohim in Valle 
Hermoso is led by Pastor Noe Briones. 

The Valle Hermosa project was begun 
in 2004. Billy and Marion Bridges, mem¬ 
bers of Ingleside UMC in Baton Rouge, 
were involved in the project. Billy, a good 


friend of Pastor Noe Briones, came to 
LAVIM with the dream of replacing the 
dilapidated small church. He designed and 
supplied the blue prints for the sanctuary 
and helped in the process of requesting the 
grant from the Foundation as well as 
worked on many of the early teams that 
went there. 

The Matamoros project began in 
October 2008. The Resurrecion Methodisto 
in Tampico, Mexico is already dedicated. 
Pastor Andres Contreras leads the congre¬ 
gation. 

The next project that will benefit from 
the grant is the construction of Colegio 
Betania in Reynosa. 
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LAVIM partners with theological college during India mission to ashram 



Rev. Angela Bulhof visits with Rev. Peters at seminary in Bareilly, India. 


Pilgrimage for clergy women set in 2013 


LAVIM will offer up a new experience 
for clergywomen of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference in 2013 - the opportunity to be 
a pilgrim at the Sat Tal Ashram in northern 
India. This historic pilgrimage will gather 
clergywomen of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference together with clergywomen of 
across the Asia-Pacific region. Leadership 
for the event will be given by Louisiana 
clergywomen Angela Bulhof, Elaine 
Burleigh, Dawn Young, and Ann Sutton, 
among others. 

In 2008, when Rev. Bulhof led a 
LAVIM team to India, she met an ordained 
Methodist clergywoman, Rev. Peters, who 
teaches at the English-language seminary 
in Bareilly, India. “We worshiped in the 
chapel at the seminary on New Year’s Day, 
2009,” explains Rev. Bulhof. “Rev. Peters, 
dressed in a stunning red sari, prayed the 
most beautiful and moving prayer I have 
ever experienced. After the service, we 
found each other, and Rev. Peters asked me 
to pray for women clergy in India. She 
told me that there are fewer than 50 
ordained women in the entire country. 

Even those who are ordained are not being 
offered opportunities within the church to 
follow their call. I sincerely believe that 
this pilgrimage is God’s way of putting my 
prayers into action, and inviting others to 
help God make this Kingdom-dream possi¬ 
ble.” 

The Sat Tal Ashram, established by E. 
Stanley Jones 80 years ago, is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal, and is 


comprised of over 900 acres in the foothills 
of the Himalayas. The Ashram pilgrimage 
being planned for March 2013 will be two 
weeks long (including travel) with the pur¬ 
poses of strengthening the bonds of sister¬ 
hood, telling and hearing each other’s sto¬ 
ries, and allowing God to nurture our souls. 
Work periods are also part of the Ashram 
schedule and lots and lots, of great Indian 
food. Hiking and quiet times by the lakes 
as well as marvelous worship opportunities 
with fellow believers from around the 
world will be the daily offering. 

Carlos and Sarojini Welch, who will 
help to plan this pilgrimage, have a special 
connection to the Ashram experience. Both 
worked directly with Dr. Jones during their 
mission service in India and served as staff 
for the Ashrams, living at Sat Tal during 
the summer months to both facilitate and 
attend the spiritual growth conferences. 

Clergywomen who desire a closer walk, 
to get away from the pressures of daily 
congregational leadership among colleague 
friends are invited to be in prayer about 
joining this experience. We anticipate that 
the cost will not exceed $3,500. Deposits 
will not be due until 2012, but LAVIM is 
able to receive periodic installments in 
advance if that would be a helpful way to 
finance your participation. Please forward 
your contact information to Rev. Angela 
Bulhof in order to receive up-to-date infor¬ 
mation on this pilgrimage opportunity: 
revangela@suddenlinkmail.com, or 
www.facebook.com/angela.bulhof 


A unique alliance began when the 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM) 
team joined with the North Indian 
Theological College (NITC) team of 
Bareilly, India, from February 26 to March 
5, 2011, to work on a construction project 
at the Sat Tal Christian Ashram in the 
foothills of the Himalayas. The Ashram is a 
spiritual retreat center surrounded by 
mountains, lakes and pine trees, started by 
the great Methodist evangelist, Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones. The 11 member LAVIM 
team led by Judy Barbay of St. John’s 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
joined the 23 seminary students and staff of 
the NITC led by Rev. Vinley Peters. 

Utilizing the expertise of LAVIM team 
members Carlos and Saroj Welch, theology 
students were trained in pastoral counsel¬ 
ing for half of the day with the other half 
devoted to construction work. 

The construction teams worked on 
restoring the Garden Cottage at the Ashram 
which will provide accommodations for 24 
pilgrims and will greatly enhance the 
capacity of the Ashram. The successful 
mission project saw the completion of the 
Garden Cottage painting, cleaning floors, 
tiling bathrooms, breaking and moving 
rocks for a retaining wall and digging 
trenches for a drainage system. 

Although many NITC team members 
knew English, some did not but it did not 
hinder the communication of God’s love 
between the teams as we worked together, 
ate together, washed dishes together and 
worshiped together. The weather was cold 
and damp most of the time; however the 
warmth of love and caring of the staff and 


team members kept us going. 

Lillian Wallace, “retired” missionary, 
was instrumental in this international col¬ 
laboration. She is a driving force in 
Methodist mission activities in India. 

After leaving the Ashram, the LAVIM 
team journeyed to the Warne Baby Fold 
(orphanage) in Bareilly, India, where con¬ 
tributions from many United Methodists 
provided new sandals and shoes for the 
children served by the Warne Baby Fold. 
Seeing the delight of the children receiving 
their shoes was a special treat. While in 
Bareilly, Rev. Jo Ann Cooper with St. 
John’s UMC in Baton Rouge was invited 
to preach at the English Language 
Methodist Church which holds its services 
in the chapel on the Clara Swain Hospital 
grounds. 

The LAVIM team toured the Golden 
Triangle of Agra, Jaipur and New Delhi. 
Sites and activities included a guided tour 
of the Taj Mahal, the deserted palace of 
Fatepur Sikri, an elephant ride to the 
Amber Fort in Jaipur and many opportuni¬ 
ties to shop. 

Discussions took place on how the 
LAVIM team and the NITC team could 
collaborate in February, 2012, when the 
LAVIM team returns to India to work at 
the Clara Swain Medical Clinic in 
Faridhpur. A LAVIM construction team 
will be leaving on February 16, 2012, to 
work on improving the facility which pro¬ 
vides medical services to the poor in the 
villages outside of Bareilly, India. On 
February 23, 2012, a medical LAVIM team 
will depart to provide clinical services at 
the health center. 





The February LAVIM team to the Sat Tal Christina Ashram in Nanital, India, led by 
Judy Barbay, was joined by a work team from the North Indian Theological 
College of Bareilly. The Garden Cottage, above, was refurbished by this and other 
LAVIM teams. A volunteer is shown, left, working on floor surfacing on the exteri¬ 
or balconies of the Garden Cottage. 























MAY 27, 2011 


Louisiana Conference Special LAVIM Edition 


11 







2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

September 23-October 7 

Phnom Penh 

Judy Foust 

Construction/ 

Church Dedication 

September 29-October 10 

Cuba 

Phnom Penh 

Clifton Conrad/ 

Ann Sutton 

Lay Spiritual 

Direction Retreat 

October 17-27 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

July 11-17 

Haiti 

Lemoa 

Andrew Tarver 

Construction 

July 18-25 

Port au Prince 

Larry Norman/ 

Claire Mott 

Disaster Response 

August 29-September 8 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis- 
Luginbill 

Disaster Response 

September 19-26 

Port au Prince 

Larry Norman 

Disaster Response 

November 18-26 

Honduras 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis- 
Luginbill 

Disaster Response 

June 18-25 

Danli Area 

Vicki Sydboten/ 

Gloria Robinson 

Construction 

July 9-16 

Mexico 

Subirana 

Richard Schulze 

Construction 

June 29-July 3 

Palestine 

Reynosa 

Archie Corder 

VBS 

Oct. 21-Nov. 1 

Russia 

Bethlehem 

Bible College 

Ray Varnado 

Maintenance/Repair 

Education 

June 8-17 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Edu. 

USA 

Alabama 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

May 16-21 

Cullma 

Darryl Guy/Bob Deich 

ERT/Disaster Response 

June/July 

TBA 

Steve Miller 

Disaster Response 

July 2-8 

Alaska 

TBA 

Andrew Connell/ 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Disaster Response 

June 9-18 

Arkansas 

Girdwood 

Judd Hammond 

Construction 

May 29-June 3 

TBA 

Jim Maker 

Disaster Response 

June 5-11 

Mount Sequoyah/ 

Fayetteville 

Allen Tuten 

Repai r/Landscapi ng 


2012 MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

February 19-25 

Cambodia 

Eleuthera 

Laura Vaughan/ 

Centenary 

Construction 

June 13-26 

Kampong Saom 

Diane Reich 

Youth Conference 

October 18-November 1 

Cuba 

Svay Rieng 

Ken Musick 

Men's Conference 

October 15-25 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

March 10-17 

Haiti 

TBA 

Max Zehner 

Construction/VBS 

January 9-16 

Honduras 

Port au Prince 

Hulen Warren 

Disaster Response 

June 13-22 

India 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

Construction 

Feb. 16-Mar. 3 

Faridpur and Bareilly/ 

Warne Baby Fold 

Judy Barbay 

Construction 

February 23-March 9/10 

Nepal 

Faridpur and Bareilly/ 

Warne Baby Fold 

Larry Norman 

Medical 

August 

Palestine 

Kathmandu 

Larry Norman 

Construction/VBS 

October 7-20 

Philippines 

Elias Chacour School/ 

Bethlehem Bible College 

Debbie Vest/ 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

March 

Russia 

An da/ 

Asbury College 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

June 

Viet Nam 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction 

March 15-31 

Ho Chi Minh City 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

USA 

Arkansas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

April 9-13 

Louisiana 

Mount Sequoyah 

Larry Norman 

SCJ UMVIM 

Work Week 

January 20-21 

Woodworth/ 

Wesley Center 

Larry Norman 

Team Leader Training 





REYNOSA, CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE HERMOSO 

Dates 

Team Leader 

June 2-5 

Shelley Bray 

June 8-12 

Mary Anne 


Schindler 

June 15-19 

Available 

June 15-19 

Dale Smith 

June 29-July 3 

Archie Corder 

July 6-9 

Dawn Young/Renea 


Shamblin 

July 14-17 

Joel Kees 

July 28-31 

Glenn Ford 

No August Dates Available 

August 25-28 

Team Leaders 


Only 

September 1-4 

Nann McMullen 

September 15-18 

Dennis Bouck 

September 29- 

Gloria Robinson 

October 2 


October 6-9 

Ricky Willis 

October 13-16 

Available 

October 27-30 

Available 

November 3-6 

Tom Dungan 

November 9-13 

Jackie Smith 

November 17-20 

Jim Maker 

December 1-4 

Available 



REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE HERMOSO 

Dates 

Team Leader 

January 5-8 

Katrina 


Ward/McNeese 


Wesley Found. 

January 19-22 

Available 

February 2-5 

Available 

February 16-19 

St. Pauls UMC 

March 1 -4 

Available 

March 15-18 

Asbury UMC 


Bossier 

March 29-April 1 

Available 

April 5-8 

Northwood UMC 

April 12-15 

Horseshoe Drive 


UMC 

April 26-29 

Available 

May 3-6 

Available 

May 17-20 

Darlene Guillot 

May 31-June 3 

Available 

June 6-10 

Mary Anne 


Schindler 

June 14-17 

Lakeview UMC 


Shreveport 

June 28-July 1 

Available 

July 5-8 

Available 

July 18-22 

St. Matthews 


UMC 

No August Dates Available 

September 6-9 

St. Paul's UMC 

September 20-23 

Asbury UMC 


Bossier 

October 4-7 

Available 

October 18-21 

Available 

November 1-4 

Available 

November 15-18 

Available 

Nov. 29-Dec. 2 

Available 

December 6-9 

Available 
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LAVIM team 

serves Red Bird 

St. Luke-Simpson United Methodist 
Church in Lake Charles sent an 18-person 
LAVIM team to serve at the Red Bird 
Mission in Beverly, K. April 25-29. The 
team consisted of 10 women and seven 
men from the Lake Charles area, including 
three youth from St. Luke-Simpson, as 
well as one gentleman from Mansfield, La. 
The team departed around 10 p.m. on 
Easter Sunday and arrived at Red Bird 
Monday evening. After our first meal and 
fried ice cream dessert, made by the Red 
Bird School’s Spanish Club, they enjoyed 
an inspiring devotion by Dennis, the man¬ 
ager of the work camp. 

The team toured the Community 
Outreach center, and found out about the 
ways Red Bird reaches out and ministers 
to the Appalachian community. They visit¬ 
ed the Community Store, which provides 
low-cost clothing to the local residents of 
the Red Bird area. 

While the team was there, they worked 
on several houses installing a wheelchair 
ramp and gutters and doing roof repair. 
Team members enjoyed visiting with and 
getting to know the homeowners, who 
were gracious, humble and gentle people. 

The teamvisited the Red Bird School 
for a moving performance by the Cardinal 
Singers, the school’s choir. The group also 
viewed a portion of the film, “Mission 
Appalachia,” which talks about Red Bird’s 
missions service to Appalachia. 

“We encourage others to join the Red 
Bird Mission through Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission in serving the people of the 
Appalachian Mountains,” wrote team 
member Marlaena Granich. For more info, 
call the LAVIM office at (224) 346-1646. 



Now, he’s helping the needy rebuild smiles 


Dr. Mills was a dentist, but also a man with a 
generous spirit. 

After participating in medical missions with 
Volunteers in Mission, he designated VIM as 
the beneficiary of his lucrative pension plan. 


Because of his foresight, there is a new 
dental suite and two mobile dental units to 
provide full dental services to the poor in 
Reynosa, Mexico. 

Thanks to Dr. Mills, the needy have 
something to smile about. 


Include VIM in your will or 
estate planning. 

Contact the Foundation to learn how. 



.<* u #/, 


(225) 346-1535 www.umf.org 
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Oversized paper dolls, which decorate 
the stage in the Gold Dome, are made 
from newspapers and emblazoned 
with the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference theme 'With the Poor'. Dr. 
Marcia McFee, worship leader for the 
conference, leads gathering music as 
the conference convenes its 41st ses¬ 
sion. Rev. Bob Burgess speaks during 
Sunday's Memorial Service. 



6 With the Poor’ is 2011 Annual Conference theme 


More than 1,000 United Methodists 
from around the state gathered at 
Centenary College in Shreveport June 5-8 
for the 2011 Annual Conference. 

“With the Poor” was the theme for 
this year’s event, supporting the denomi¬ 
national focus of “ministry with the 
poor.” Worship services and testimonials 
throughout the annual conference were 
centered on the conference theme, with 
Galatians 2:10 serving as the inspirational 
scripture. 

The concern for the elimination of 
worldwide poverty was woven through¬ 


out the conference, particularly as dele¬ 
gates reflected on the May 14th “Day of 
Caring,” when more than 210 United 
Methodist churches statewide participated 
in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams. 

The Louisiana Conference was recog¬ 
nized as having the largest number of 
local churches participating in the May 
14th “Change the World/Day of Caring” 
initiative of any other conference world¬ 
wide. 

The Memorial and Communion 
Service was held Sunday night in the 


Gold Dome on Centenary’s Campus. 

Rev. Bob Burgess, retiring Monroe 
District Superintendent, served as speaker 
for the service. 

Two persons were ordained elder in 
full connection with the conference dur¬ 
ing the Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning, held Monday night at 
First UMC in Shreveport, with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as keynote speak¬ 
er. During Ordination, two persons were 
ordained as deacon in full connection and 

See Conference,page 4 
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The Well, Newell and Northwood UMCs 


celebrate major milestones 



The Well United Methodist Church was 
officially organized as a United Methodist 
congregation on Easter Sunday, April 24 
during the 10:30 worship service. Rev. R. 
L. Bethley, New Orleans District 
Superintendent, proclaimed the new con¬ 
gregation a “duly organized United 
Methodist congregation.” 

The Well is one of three new congrega¬ 
tions planted by the Louisiana Conference 
in May of 2007 in response to Hurricane 
Katrina. Rev. Jack O’Dell was appointed 
as lead pastor of the new congregation at 
that time. From Christmas of 2007 
through September of 2008, the congrega¬ 
tion held exhibition services at various sites 
in the area. In October of 2008, the church 
launched weekly services meeting at the 
site of the former business named, 
McClendon Nursery located on Highway 
22 in Ponchatoula. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference and 
the Baton Rouge District purchased 10 


Newell United Methodist Church in 
Mandeville celebrated its 146th church 
anniversary on April 17 at 3 p.m. 

Rev. Nolan Robinson, pastor, led the 
service. 

A highlight of the celebration came 
when Alberta Laurant, 96 (affectionately 
known by members as the “mother of the 
church”) spoke about the history of Newell 
UMC and “the way things were” in early 
years. She was followed by a liturgical 
dance performance by Brooke Marshall, 


acres of land on the service road of 
Interstate 12 in Tangipahoa Parish in 
January of 2009. By October of 2009, the 
first phase building of the church was com¬ 
plete and the congregation moved into the 
permanent site. The construction of the 
building was made possible by the New 
Orleans District and the Bob Lay 1000 
Club of the Annual Conference. 

The Well organizes with 149 professing 
members and an average attendance of 170 
in morning worship since the beginning of 
this year. The median age of the members 
of the congregation is 39 years old. The 
church’s relevant worship style, diversity, 
and casual setting have attracted many per¬ 
sons back into the life of a mainline con¬ 
gregation. The Well is actively involved in 
mission locally as well as throughout the 
world. 

For information, visit 
www.thewellumc.com 


who performed to “Encourage Yourself.” 

The photo above shows T.A. Callahan 
on the organ, Ronald Robinson, Jr. on the 
drums, and Rev. Robinson in the pulpit. 
The Mandeville Community Chorus is pic¬ 
tured singing in the choir stands. Speaker 
for the event was Rev. Rodney Barney. His 
sermon was entitled “Lets Stay Together.” 

Dinner, organized by Janice Rushing 
and her committee, was served in the 
church Fellowship Hall after the service. 




Northwood United Methodist Church in Lafayette consecrated its new church facility 
Feb. 27.The original building was lost on Palm Sunday in 2009 because of a devastating 
fire."The completion of the new building represents two years of planning, praying and 
dedication," said Rev. Ann Sutton, pastor of Northwood UMC. Sutton is pictured, top, 
with Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Rev. Ed Boyd, Acadiana District Superintendent 
during the dedication service. 
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Four ordained 
and six 
commissioned 
Monday night 

A Commissioning and Ordination 
Service was held Monday, June 6 at 7:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport. 

Two persons were ordained elders in 
full connection with the conference. They 
are Lane Cotton Winn and Gloria Lynne 
Youngblood. 

Carol Ann Civils and Valerie Olson 
Robideaux were ordained deacon in full 
connection with the conference. 

Charles Lee Christensen, Edith Louise 
DeVilbiss, John Garrison Hankins, Andrew 
David Sutton and Kathy Snare Wafer were 
commissioned as provisional elders. 

Cathalyn Hildebrand Brewton was 
commissioned as a provisional deacon. 

Eddie Carpenter and Steven Wade 
Fowler had orders recognized from another 
Christian denomination and were accepted 
as members in full connection with the 
conference. 

Local pastors and 
lay ministers 
recognized June 6 

The recognition of Local Pastors, those 
completing the License to Preach School 
and those receiving lay ministry certifica¬ 
tion was held J une 6 in the Gold Dome 
during the afternoon session of conference. 

Thirteen people were recognized for 
completing the License to Preach School. 
They are Virginia Leigh Adkins*, Perry 
Dupree Anderson*, Renee Andree Deaton, 
Lisa Carole Fitzpatrick, Alton Elige 
Franks, Jr., Robbin Dale Haley*, James 
Paul Laird*, Wade Mitchell Landeche, 
William Ray Morris*, Steven Michael 
Murphy, Mary Clelie Stone*, Samuel 
Dana Thrash, and Jerry Glenn Wood. 

Those receiving their first appointment are 
designated with an asterisk (*). 

Margaret Boddie Clark, Jason Lee 
Harris and Ronald James Southall com¬ 
pleted the License to Preach School in pre¬ 
vious years and received their first appoint¬ 
ment this year. 

Nathaniel Robert Langford is receiving 
his first appointment this year per ^[315.2b 
in The Book of Discipline. 

Those recognized as local pastors hav¬ 
ing completed the Course of Study School 
are Steven Wayne Bush, Russell Sparkman 
Clunan, Yvonne Piper Dayries, Charles 
Edward Hill and Christmas Carol Sturm 
Wilbur. 

Those who received professional certifi¬ 
cation are Cathalyn Hildebrand Brewton 
and Dawn Buchanan Young. Heidi Anne 
Weber received paraprofessional certifica¬ 
tion. 

Those recognized as certified lay minis¬ 
ters are Steven Shane Bellard, Henry 
Lawson Camburn, Jr., Alton Elige Franks, 
Jr., Vickie Dee Greer Huckeba and Donna 
Dumas Whittington. 


2011 Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 



Audie Alger 
Acadiana 



Robert Green 
Acadiana 



Morgan Brewton 
Alexandria 



Jasmine Frank 
Baton Rouge 



Emily Seamon 
Baton Rouge 




Austin Rinehart 
Monroe 



Macy Stockton 
Monroe 



Joshua Bouligny 
New Orleans 



Sam Chigumira 
New Orleans 


Nathaniel Cyprian 
New Orleans 





Ryan Elledge 
Shreveport 



Jay Frazier 
Shreveport 


Kaitlyn Squires 
Shreveport 





Emma Viskozki 
Shreveport 


Faith Willhite 
Shreveport 


Kristen Young 
Shreveport 


The recipients are listed below by the 
school each is attending: 

Centenary 

Audie Alger, Cameron Brandao, 
Morgan Brewton, Alissa Brown, Sam 
Chigumira, Anna Connell, Leah Dark, 


Ryan Elledge, Jay Frazier, Jessica 
Lehman, Amanda Price, Paige Pritchett, 
Austin Rinehart, Emily Seamon, Kaitlyn 
Squires, Macy Stockton, Emma 
Viskozki, Faith Willhite and Kristen 
Young. 


Dillard 

Alandus Bickham, Joshua Bouligny, 
Nathaniel Cyprian, Jasmine Frank, 
Robert Green and Deveney Marshall. 
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AWARDS 



Harry Denman 
Award 

Rev. Chris Andrews 



Sojuorner Truth 
Award 

Carol Toliver 



Sarah Schoeffler 
Award 

Catherine B. Bowden 



United Methodist 
Women's Award 

Judy Willis 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholar 

Paige Pritchett 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholar 

Cameron Brandao 


2011 Class of Retirees 

Louisiana United Methodist Annual Conference 



Andress 


Bowman 


Bullard 


Burgess 


Carlson Davis 




Murray 



Faurie 


Graham 


Johnson 


Jones 



The 2011 class of clergy retirees were honored June 8 dur¬ 
ing the traditional “Passing of the Mantle” service, held in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson led the congregants in the 
recognition and blessing of the retirees. 

Rev. James Graham represented the retiring class and 
placed the ceremonial mantle over the shoulders of Rev. Lane 
Cotton Winn, who represented the new full member class. 

The members of this year’s retiring class included the fol¬ 
lowing pictured persons: Revs. Will K. Andress, Kenneth 
Roger Bowman, Lyndle Ray Bullard, Robert Lee Burgess, 


Cathy Sue Carlson, Heidi Erin Davis, Yvonne Piper Dayries, 
Hubert Frank Debo, Gene Murray Faurie, James Arthur 
Graham, Jerry Lee Johnson, William Leonard Jones Sr., 
Barbara La-Verne Murray, Kenneth Dale Norton, Wanda Lee 
Smith, Letty Lucile Strawbridge, Mickey David Stringfield 
and Glorious Morgan Wright. 

Also in the 2011 retiree class were Tommy Nichols Evans 
Jr., Millicent Charlene Feske and John Sidney Montegudo Jr. 
Their pictures were not available at press time. 


Conference, from page 7 

two elders were brought into full connec¬ 
tion by having their orders recognized from 
another denomination. Five were commis¬ 
sioned as probationary elders and one was 
commissioned as probationary deacons. 

Annual Conference delegates elected 
delegates for both the 2012 General and 
2012 Jurisdictional Conferences to repre¬ 
sent the Louisiana Conference. General 
Conference is scheduled for April 24-May 
4 in Tampa, Fla. and Jurisdictional 
Conference will meet July 18-21 in 
Oklahoma City. 

Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session were collected 
with an emphasis on the elimination of 
poverty at home and abroad. 

Tuesday night’s offering was designated 
for ministry with the poor living in 
Louisiana. Each congregation shared a 
financial and ministry “pledge and commit¬ 


ment form” for the coming year (2011- 
2012) that responds to ministry with the 
poor. These commitments of money and 
service were selected by the local congre¬ 
gation and will be expended either within 
their own communities, or in a larger mis¬ 
sion field, during 2011-12. Commitment 
forms were collected during Tuesday 
night’s worship service. 

A collection for United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to be used in 
response to the tsunami and earthquake in 
Japan was taken Sunday night during the 
Memorial Service held in the Gold Dome. 

Appointments for 2011-2012 were fixed 
on Wednesday, including the appointment 
of the new Monroe District Superintendent, 
Rev. Lynn T. Malone. He replaces Rev. 

Bob Burgess, who is retiring. 

Highlights of the conference included 
the celebration of the upcoming conclusion 
of conference response to the hurricanes of 
2005 and 2008. 



Matt and Sharon Shaw replace 
Dawn and Jason Wright as camp 
directors for Uskichitto Retreat Center 
in LeBlanc, La. 

Matt comes to the United 
Methodist camp, related to the 
Louisiana Conference, after several 
years at Camp Wesley Pines in 
Mississippi. 

Matt and Sharon met at URC while 
serving as summer staff in 2004. The 
couple, shown with daughter 
Anneliese, became directors in April. 
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The Louisiana Annual Conference celebrates ‘A Day of Caring 


With more than 210 Louisiana churches participating in the 
May 14th denomination-wide event, our Conference had more churches 
participating than any other Conference, world-wide! 
Congratulations to all of our local churches that participated. 


Acadiana District 

Abbeville and Briggs UMC - Abbeville 

Trinity UMC - Baldwin 

St. Luke's UMC - Bayou Goula 

Mason UMC- Berwick 

Faith Community UMC- Broussard 

Donaldsonville UMC / St. Peter UMC - 

Donaldsonville 

Clanton Chapel UMC- Dulac 

Fitzgerald UMC - Franklin 

Mt. Zion UMC - Franklin 

Mt. Vernon UMC - Gray 

Bayou Blue UMC - Flouma 

First UMC - Flouma 

Wesley UMC - Flouma 

McGowen UMC - Jeannerette 

Asbury UMC - Lafayette 

Covenant - Lafayette 

First UMC - Lafayette 

Northwood - Lafayette 

Wesley United Campus Ministry - Lafayette 

Lottie UMC, Wilson UMC - Lottie 

Wilson Memorial UMC - Lottie 

Memorial UMC - Mathews 

St. Mark - Opelousas 

First UMC - New Iberia 

First UMC - New Roads 

Rosedale UMC - New Roads 

Patterson UMC - Patterson 

FHurst UMC - Plaquemine 

Port Barre UMC - Port Barre 

Krotz Springs UMC - Krotz Springs 

Calvary UMC -Thibodaux 

Magnolia UMC -Thibodaux 

First UMC - Thibodaux 

Vacherie UMC - Vacherie 

Alexandria District 

First UMC - Alexandria 

Evergreen UMC - Alexandria 

Florseshoe UMC - Alexandria 

Newman UMC - Alexandria 

Union Chapel UMC - Alexandria 

Wilton UMC - Alexandria 

Atlanta UMC - Alexandria 

First UMC - Boyce 

David Flaas UMC - Bunkie 

Trinity UMC - Bunkie 

Campti UMC - Campti 

St. Paul UMC - Cheneyville 

Clarence UMC /Mt. Zion UMC - Clarence 

Colfax UMC - Colfax 

Glenmora UMC - Glenmora 

Flineston Fellowship UMC - Flineston 

Nolley Memorial UMC - Jena 

Bayou Chicot - Lecompte 

Cheneyville UMC - Lecompte 

Lahey Chapel UMC - Lecompte 

Lecompte UMC - Lecompte 

Many UMC - Many 

Effie Oak Grove UMC - Marksville 

Marksville UMC - Marksville 

Montgomery UMC - Montgomery 

Asbury UMC - Natchitoches 

Emmanuel UMC Natchitoches 

First UMC - Natchitoches 

Natchitoches UMC - Natchitoches 

Oak Grove UMC - Natchitoches 

Provencal UMC - Natchitoches 

Oakdale UMC - Oakdale 

Pine Prairie UMC - Oakdale 

Eden UMC-Olla 


Olla UMC-Olla 

Trout UMC - Olla 

Urania UMC - Olla 

First UMC - Pineville 

Pollock UMC - Pollock 

Mt. Zion UMC - Montgomery - Sieper 

Sevier Memorial UMC - Vidalia 

Winnfield UMC - Winnfield 

Monroe District 

First UMC - Bastrop 

Chatham UMC - Chatham 

Columbia UMC - Columbia 

Delhi UMC-Delhi 

Dodson UMC - Dodson 

New Flope UMC - Dodson 

Downsville UMC - Downsville 

Eros UMC - Eros 

Grayson UMC - Grayson 

Flodge UMC - Flodge 

Jonesboro UMC - Jonesboro 

Marion UMC - Marion 

Beulah UMC - Monroe 

Flope UMC - Monroe 

Lea Joyner Memorial UMC - Monroe 

Memorial UMC - Memorial 

First UMC - Monroe 

Quitman UMC - Quitman 

Rayville UMC - Rayville 

Grace UMC - Ruston 

Trinity UMC - Ruston 

St. Joseph UMC - St. Joseph 

McGuire UMC - West Monroe 

Winnsboro UMC Winnsboro 

Lake Charles District 

Sweetlake UMC - Bell City 

Cameron, Wakefield UMC - Cameron 

DeQuincy UMC - DeQuincy 

First UMC - DeRidder 

Grand Chenier UMC - Grand Chenier 

Gueydan UMC - Gueydan 

First UMC - Jennings 

Raymond UMC - Jennings 

Roanoke UMC - Jennings 

Lake Arthur UMC - Lake Arthur 

First UMC - Lake Charles 

St Luke Simpson UMC - Lake Charles 

University UMC - Lake Charles 

Warren UMC - Lake Charles 

First UMC - Leesville 

Squyres UMC - Ragley 

blackberry UMC - Sulphur 

Flenning Memorial UMC - Sulphur 

Maplewood UMC - Sulphur 

Wesley UMC - Sulphur 

Welsh Memorial UMC-Vinton 

Westlake UMC - Westlake 

Baton Rouge District 

Blackwater UMC - Baker 

Broadmoor UMC - Baton Rouge 

Camphor UMC Baton Rouge 

First UMC - Baton Rouge 

Flope Community UMC - Baton Rouge 

Ingleside UMC - Baton Rouge 

Jefferson UMC - Baton Rouge 

Jordan UMC - Baton Rouge 

Neely UMC - Baton Rouge 

St.John UMC - Baton Rouge 

St. Luke's UMC - Baton Rouge 

St. Mark - Baton Rouge 

University UMC - Baton Rouge 

Bluff Creek UMC - Clinton 


Clear Creek UMC - Clinton 

Clinton UMC - Clinton 

Andrew Chapel UMC - Denahm Springs 

First UMC - Denham Springs 

First UMC - Gonzales 

Magnolia UMC - Greenwell Springs 

Loranger / Cooper's Chapel UMC - Loranger 

Scott UMC - Port Allen 

Carpenter's Chapel UMC - Prairieville 

Slaughter UMC - Slaughter 

Tunica UMC - Tunica 

Friendship UMC - Walker 

Live Oak UMC - Watson 

Zachary UMC - Zachary 

New Orleans District 

First UMC - Covington 

Fitzgerald UMC - Covington 

Lacombe UMC - Covington 

St. Charles UMC - Destrehan 

St. Paul's UMC - Harahan 

St.Thomas UMC - Kenner 

St. Mark UMC - New Orleans 

St. Matthew's UMC - Metairie 

Algiers UMC - New Orleans 

Bethany UMC - New Orleans 

Cornerstone UMC - New Orleans 

Mt.Zion UMC - New Orleans 

Parker UMC - New Orleans 

Rayne Memorial UMC - New Orleans 

St. Matthew's UMC - New Orleans 

Pearl River UMC - Pearl River 

Aldersgate UMC - Slidell 

First UMC - Slidell 

Shreveport District 

Benton UMC - Benton 

Asbury UMC - Bossier City 

First UMC - Bossier City 

Fellowship UMC - Bossier City 

First UMC - Coushatta 

Coushatta UMC - Coushatta 

Gibsland UMC - Gibsland 

Oak Grove UMC - Gibsland 

Greenwood UMC - Greenwood 

Haughton UMC - Flaughton 

Love Chapel UMC - Flaughton 

Flaynesville UMC - Flaynesville 

Flomer Wesley Chapel UMC - Flomer 

Hosston UMC - Flosston 

First UMC - Logansport 

Logansport UMC - Logansport 

McDonald UMC - Mansfield 

First UMC - Minden 

Mooringsport UMC - Mooringsport 

First UMC - Plain Dealing 

Broadmoor UMC - Shreveport 

Christ UMC - Shreveport 

District Ramp Ministry - Shreveport 

Grace Community UMC - Shreveport 

Lakeview UMC - Shreveport 

Mangun Memorial UMC - Shreveport 

Noel UMC - Shreveport 

NorthPoint UMC - Shreveport 

North highlands UMC - Shreveport 

First UMC - Shreveport 

St. James UMC - Shreveport 

St. Luke's UMC - Shreveport 

St. Paul UMC - Shreveport 

Summer Grove UMC - Shreveport 

Sibley UMC - Sibley 

Vivian UMC - Vivian 

Zwolle UMC - Zwolle 
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Appointments 2011 -2012 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 


Asbury-Emmanuel-Rosa(7/1/11) 

Karli D. Pidgeon OE 

1 

Pine Grove 

Darryl A. Tate 




First 

Douglas B.de Graffenried 

2 

Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa 

Kevin D. Smith OF 

District Superintendent 

Ed Boyd 

2 

Associate 

(M.B. Linda Clark y 4 PL) 

1 

Ponchatoula: 


Abbeville-Abbeville, Briggs 

John L.Vining 

15 

Oak Grove-Provencal 

John R. Foster Vi OF 

11 

First 

Michael D. McLaurin 

Baldwin,Trinity 

(Barry A. Whittington, Sr. Vi PL) 

12 

Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 

W. Mark Strickland 

3 

Wesley Chapel-Lee's Landing 

Spiller W. Milton RM* 

Belle Rose, St. James-Lutcher Chapel 


Olla-Urania 

(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

1 

Port Allen, Scott 

(Willie Laws) 


(Elva Jacobs 3 /a PL) 

10 

Palestine 

Gerald R.Crise 

1 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel 

(John T. Krause Va PL) 

Berwick, First-Patterson 

Steven J. Porter 

1 

Associate 

(Gene M. Faurie FL) 

1 

St. Amant, Faithful-New River 

(Russell S. Clunan Vi PL) 

Berwick, Mason-Verdunville, Fitzgerald-Franklin, Mt. Zion 


Pineville: 



St. Francisville 

Jan Holloway Curwick 


(Charles E. Hill y 4 PL) 

8 

First 

Ricky L. Willis 

4 

Associate Benjamin 

N.McGehee 

Broussard, Faith Community 

Nancy E. Wofford 

2 

Associate 

Mark R. Martin 

4 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek 

(Betty A. McCarver Vi PL) 

Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher 

(Barbara J. Beaumont Va PL) 

11 

Pleasant Grove-Jonesville 

(Jim Elder y 4 SY*) 

1 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord 

(Jesse L. Means, Jr. Va SY*) 

Donaldsonville, St. Peter 

(Gaynell R. Simon Va PL) 

5 

Wesley-Booneville, Memorial 

(James E. Ray, Sr. 3 A PL) 

18 

Springfield, First 

(Emile E.Tosso III 3 A PL) 

Dulac, Clanton Chapel 

(Cyril A. Kirby Verret 'A PL) 

23 

Pollock-Boyce, First-Liberty Chapel 


Tunica 

(Michael Clark Va SY*) 

Franklin, First-Jeanerette, McGowen 



Eddie Carpenter 

10 

Walker: 



(Susan C. Pugh FL) 

4 

St. Maurice 

(Lawanda F. Smith A SY*) 

4 

Walker 

(A. Jeffrey Hilliard y 4 SY*) 

Houma: 



Strange 

T.B.S. 


Mangum Chapel 

(Tim A. Gilmore Va PL) 

Bayou Blue 

Jeffrey C. Duke 

5 

Winnfield 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

2 

Watson: 


First 

R. Don Ross 

4 




Andrew Chapel 

(Isaac L. Hammond, Jr. Va PL) 

Mt. Vernon 

(Joseph Holland, Sr. 'A PL) 

10 

BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 


Live Oak 

(Mark E. Crosby) 

Wesley-Vacherie 

(Terry A. Lindsey A PL) 

3 




Associate 

(Richard W. Davis Va PL) 

Jeanerette: 



District Superintendent 

W. Ralph Ford 

6 

Minister of Pastoral Care 

Rita M.Chiasson Va FD* 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. % PL) 

11 

Amite 

Brady S.Whitton 

7 

Wilson, Wesley-Clinton, Asbury 

(Gregory McClay, Sr. Va PL) 

St. Peter-New Iberia, St. James 

(Junius Egby, Jr. 3 A PL) 

2 

Youth Pastor 

(Jason L. Harris Vi PL) 

1 

Zachary: 


Lafayette: 



Baker: 



First 

Gregory R. Davis 

Asbury 

Richard H. Humphries 

2 

Blackwater 

Marie P. Williams 

2 

Moses Chapel 

(Vera Alexander Va SY*) 

Associate 

Stephen N. Fife 

4 

Associate 

(Linda M. Hagan RL*) 

4 



Associate 

Susan M. Ferguson 

1 

First-Pride, Bethel 

E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 

8 

LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

Covenant 

Chris A. Blanchard 

5 

Baton Rouge: 





Minister of Visitation 

(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr .Vi PL) 

4 

Broadmoor 

Fred B.Wideman 

4 

District Superintendent 

Steven M. Spurlock 

First 

Mark B. Benge, Sr. 

1 

Min. of Staff Development & Congregational Care 


Church Point-Crowley, Wesley 

T.B.S. 

Associate 

(Fred M. Fraser RA*) 

5 


Kenneth M. Carroll 

21 

Crowley, First 

Elaine M. Burleigh 

Mallalieu Immanuel-St. Martinville, Mallalieu 


Minister of Disabilities 

Carol A.Civils FD* 

5 

Associate 

(Virginia Cutrer RL*) 


La'Sheena Simmons PE 

1 

Lead Pastor, Casual Service & Min. to Older Adults 


DeQuincy 

Gloria L. Youngblood 

Northwood 

(C. Ann Sutton) 

3 


Augustus M. Allen 

7 

DeRidder, First 

A. Wayne Evans 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 

(Inita L. Smith A PL) 

5 

Min. of Sen. Care and Residential Ministries 


Elton-Oberlin 

(Steven Bellard Va SY*) 

Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 

(Leroy Brumfield RL*) 

2 


Lusinda M. Warren Va FD 

10 

Eunice-Kinder-lota 

Douglas E. Milliron 

Maringouin, St. Peter-Shiloh 

(Emmett C. Collins, Jr. Va PL) 

7 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

C. Shannon Sandifer Va PD* 

3 

Florien: 


Mathews, Memorial 

Jeffrey C. Duke 

3 

Camphor Memorial 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. 

1 

Macedonia-Leesville, Mt. Zion 

T.B.S. 

Morgan City: 



Associate 

Mary Ann M. Robinson Va OF 

6 

Prospect-Hornbeck 

(Raymond H. Leidig, Jr. RL*) 

Pharr Chapel 

(L.John Locascio FL) 

1 

First 

Christopher H. Andrews 

23 

Gueydan-Lake Arthur 

LaMarylis S.Cotten RM* 

Walmsley 

(Elaine C. Smith 1/4 PL) 

6 

Associate 

Kathryn McKay Simpson 

3 

Holly Grove 

(David Stewart Va SY*) 

Napoleonville, Wesley 

(Marguerite D. Jenkins \A PL) 

1 

Associate 

William Bradley Franklin PE 

3 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine Grove 

(Sharon Harris Va SY*) 

Napoleonville, Woodlawn 

(Albert Holland RL*) 

33 

Associate 

Donald L. Meeks 

1 

Indian Bayou-Kaplan 

G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. RM* 

New Iberia, First-Lydia-New Iberia, Mt. Zion 


Associate 

Susie H.Thomas PE 

3 

Iowa, First 

David R. DeWitt Vi* 


Scott T. Bullock 

11 

Minister of Wholeness, Healing & Prayer 


Jennings: 


Opelousas: 




Ann M.Trousdale FD* 

4 

Jennings 

Walter L. Parker, Jr. 

Louisiana Memorial-Melville-Palmetto 


Francis Asbury 

W. Odell Simmons RM* 

10 

Mallalieu 

(John H. Whaley Va PL) 


(Pamela Fitch Roy) 

5 

Hope Community 

(H. Louis Jones Vi PL) 

10 

Lake Charles: 


St. Mark 

Darlene A. Moore 

1 

Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, St. Landry 


Fairview 

(Richard Baggett Va SY*) 

Pecan Island 

T.B.S. 



(Constance R. Saizon FL) 

6 

First 

Weldon C. Bares 

Plaquemine: 



Ingleside 

(David L. Bricker FL) 

4 

Associate 

Louis G. Blankenbaker RM* 

First- Grand River 

S. Kemper Smith 

1 

Jefferson 

Roger D. Lathan 

2 

St. Luke Simpson 

Karl S. Klaus 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 

(Thomas A. Wesley Vi PL) 

28 

Associate 

Stephen D. Berger 

8 

Associate 

Roger H.Templeton 

Port Barre-Krotz Springs-Lottie, Wilson Memorial 


Jordan 

Davis W. Clark 

7 

University 

Charles R. Langford 


(Ted Fine Vi PL) 

3 

Neely 

Arnold V. Brown 

20 

Warren 

Anice Moses 

Rosedale: 



Minister of Education 

Linda A. Joseph Va FD* 

9 

Leesville: 


Hartzell 

(Ulysse Stephens RA*) 

18 

St. Andrew's 

Juliet P. Spencer 

1 

First 

Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 

Rosedale-New Roads, First 

Stephen C. Fleming 

1 

St.John's 

Juan C. Huertas 

1 

Korean 

(Kwan Young Kim Vi SY*) 

Thibodaux: 



Associate 

(JoAnn Cooper 3 A PL) 

2 

Merryville 

James C. Skinner RM* 

Calvary-Magnolia 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr. 3 A PL) 

6 

St. Luke's-St. Paul's 

Freddie C. Henderson RM* 

3 

Moss Bluff 

Joshua D. Milliron 

First 

Donald L. Wilkinson 

4 

St. Mark 

Derrick D. Hills 

4 

Raymond 

Richard O. Teeter RM* 

Waxia, St. Paul 

(Marvette J.Thomas Va PL) 

5 

University, William B. Reilly Memorial 


Rayne, Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch 





Van A. Stinson 

4 


Charles L. Floyd, Jr. 3 /a 

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 


Associate 

R. Lee McKinzie 

1 

Roanoke 

(Nathaniel R. Langford Va PL) 




Director of Children's Ministries 

Lylln G. Brinkman DM 

3 

Squyres-DeRidder, Wesley 

Heather Haussler Leyland 

District Superintendent 

Ellen R. Alston 

4 

Wesley 

Joe D. Connelly 

2 

Sulphur: 


Alexandria: 



Associate 

(Willis Laws Va PL*) 

1 

Henning Memorial 

Douglas L.Cain 

First 

Barry Hoekstra 

4 

Clinton: 



Maplewood 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

Associate 

(B. Carolyn Fletcher 'A PL) 

3 

Beech Grove 

(Inita L. Smith Va PL) 

5 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Peggy B. Foreman 

Horseshoe Drive 

Tracy L. Mackenzie 

4 

First-Clear Creek 

Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 

4 

Sweetlake-Cameron, Wakefield-Grand Chenier 

Newman 

Joseph D. Awotwi 

4 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul 

(Yvonne Dayries Vi RL*) 

2 


James B. Moore 

St. Mark's 

(Ossie D. Clark 'A PL) 

5 

St. Peter-Jackson Chapel-Mt.Carmel 


Vinton, Welsh Memorial 

Kathy C. Fitzhugh 

Trinity- Deville, Bethel 

(William R. Morris 'A PL) 

1 


(Clark L. Clark Vi PL) 

4 

Welsh: 


Wilton 

(Michael P. Caffery y 4 SY*) 

3 

Convent, St. James 

(Gaynell R. Simon Va PL) 

16 

First 

Charles W. Crews 

Atlanta 

(Kenneth W. Holt y 4 PL) 

1 

Darlington 

(Renee Deaton Va SY*) 

1 

Jones 

T.B.S. 

Boyce: 



Day's-Center 

Larry D. Robertson RM* 

15 

Westlake 

Elizabeth M. Northen 

Lahey Chapel 

(David F. Nugent RL*) 

8 

Deerford-James Chapel 

(Jimmie S. Parker Vi PL) 

6 



Union Chapel 

Sandra A. Williams 1 A OF 

2 

Denham Springs: 



MONROE DISTRICT 


Bunkie: 



First 

Robert L. Deich 

5 



David Haas Memorial-White's Chapel. 


Associate 

Virginia P. Allen 

3 

District Superintendent 

T. Lynn Malone 


Joe A. Hoover 3 A 

9 

Roberts 

Deborah B. Williams 

4 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

(D. Edward Rushing, Jr. Vi PL) 

Trinity-Cheneyville, St. Paul 

(Mary L. Jones 1 A PL) 

8 

Faith Crossing 

Leslie G. Stephens 

5 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(M. Clelie Stone Va PL) 

Campti, St. Paul-Clarence, Mt. Zion 



Galvez, Carpenter's Chapel 

Jared R. Williams PE 

1 

Baskin 

(Mary Anne Collie Va SY*) 


(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr .}A SY*) 

12 

Gonzales, First 

Mark J. Goins 

2 

Bastrop: 


Colfax 

(Jason H. Sheppard FL) 

4 

Greensburg: 



First-Collinston 

Henry R. Stone 

Couley-Sanders Chapel 

(Thomas G. May 1 A PL) 

11 

Greensburg 

H. Norman Campbell RE* 

2 

Memorial-Mer Rouge 

Mollie A. McGee 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 


Wesley Chapel 

Darryl A. Tate 

2 

Mt. Olive 

(Robert A. Bradford, Jr. Va SY*] 

Ferriday, Sevier Memorial-Vidalia 



Greenwell Springs: 



Bernice-Beech Grove-Summerfield 


Ray L.Varnado 

3 

Magnolia-Walker, Friendship 

Lewis M. Morris, Jr. PE 

3 


Johnie W. Adkins, Jr. OF 

Hineston, Fellowship 

(Ronald G. Perry Va SY*) 

1 

St. Luke 

(Marguerite J. Rheams Va PL) 

4 

Beulah 

(J. Dwight Boozer Va SY*) 

Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah-Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 


Hammond, First 

Joseph M. Donakey 

5 

Boeuf Prairie 

(Rex S. Barker Va SY*) 


Daniel M. Hixon 

1 

Minister of Christian Education 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin PD* 

3 

Calhoun, Mount Zion 

(W. Wayne Ray FL) 

Associate 

(M. Amanda Carpenter 3 A PL) 

1 

Minister of Christian Education 

Herbert W.McGuin, III PD* 

3 

Chatham 

(Lala B. Cooper Va PL) 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot-Cheneyville 


Huff Chapel 

(Milton E. Bourque, Jr. Va PL) 

5 

Choudrant 

(Reginald D. Colvin Va PL) 


(Ross C. Ford, Jr. FL) 

11 

Jackson-Ethel 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

2 

Clay 

(John E. Finch, Jr. 1/4 PL) 

Many, First 

C. Frances Hooton 

8 

Kentwood-Mt. Hermon 

(Percy M. Frazier RA*) 

10 

Columbia-Hebert 

(Newton M. Horne, Jr.) 

Marksville-Effie, Oak Grove-Simmesport 


Livingston 

(Stephen A. Hebert Va PL) 

5 

Crew Lake-Mangham 

(Marshall A. Sevier FL) 


R.Wade Arnold OF 

2 

Loranger-Cooper's Chapel 

John G. Deschner 

3 

Crowville 

(Nancy Owens 1/4 SY*) 

Marthaville, Beulah-Weaver 

Ray R. Spiller Va RM* 

3 

Montpelier-Walker, Corbin 

(Donald R. Young Va PL)3 


Delhi 

Jack Phelps RM* 

Melder, St. Mark's 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr .}A SY*) 

37 

Nesom Memorial-Independence 

(Reid G. Day Va PL) 

3 

Douglas 

Jeremy S. Jones 

Montgomery-Montgomery, Mt. Zion 


NewSong 

Frank S. Harris III 

5 

Downsville 

(Lisa T. Mayo FL) 


(Doris Johnson 1 A SY*) 

1 

Minister of Prayer and Counseling 



Dubach-Harmony Chapel 

(Donald W. Lanier FL) 

Natchitoches: 




Cathy J.Arends FD* 

4 

Epps-Holly Ridge 

(J. Paul Laird Va PL) 


2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

4 
2 
1 
2 
7 

40 

7 

5 

3 

4 

4 
16 

5 
3 
7 

9 

1 


4 

3 

8 

1 

1 

3 

2 


10 

2 

6 

1 

4 

19 

1 

3 

6 

2 

7 

10 

6 

6 

3 


3 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

6 

4 

6 

7 
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3 


1 


2 


3 

2 

6 

3 
6 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
1 


* W £, 
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Eros-Antioch, Eros 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

5 

LaHarpe Thompson 

(Ronald J. Southall V2 PL) 

1 

Mangum Memorial 

Steven W. Caraway 

9 

Farmerville 

(Truman P. Stagg FL) 

2 

Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle, III 

13 

Noel Memorial 

Flint E. Shea 

3 

Grayson 

Dorothy J. Smith 

1 

Mt.Zion 

(Lawrence P. Gaines FL) 

3 

Minister of Congregational Care 

Mary M. McDowell FD 

2 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New Hope 


Parker Memorial 

William E.Thiele, Jr. % OF 

5 

Coordinator of Missions/Outreach 




(Bill E. Strawbridge) 

7 

Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

4 


Rachel L. Scott Va DM* 

6 

Lake Providence-Pioneer 

(Owen H. Peyton, Sr.) 

4 

Philips Memorial-Hartzell 

Elenora M.Cushenberry 

5 

North Highlands 

Michael G. Miller PE 

2 

Little Creek-Union 

(Dana Thrash Va SY*) 

1 

Minister of Christian Education 

Dianne P. Wooden 1/4 PD* 

1 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler 

5 

Marion-Bird's Chapel 

(William E. Smith V2 PL) 

3 

Rayne Memorial 

Carol S.Winn Crawford 

9 

Round Grove-Keithville, Fairview 



Monroe: 



St. Luke's 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

6 


(Marion S. Hills Va PL) 

2 

First 

R. Larry Stafford 

17 

St. Mark's 

(Anita C. Dinwiddie % PL) 

7 

St. James 

Cheri Lee Godwin PE 

3 

Associate 

William N. Sheffield III 

5 

Williams Ross 

Dale E. Branch 

15 

St. Luke's 

Terry A. Love 

5 

Minister of Music 

Kem F. Alexander FD 

12 

Pearl River 

(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

2 

St. Paul 

Beverly H. Connelly 

3 

Hope 

(Lori Hopkins-Brown Va SY*) 

1 

Slidell: 



Summer Grove 

Mark A. Bray 

3 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

Larry Dean O'Dell 

1 

Aldersgate 

Gary D. Willis 

2 

Sibley 

(Milton K. Geltz Va PL) 

7 

Associate 

(Betty L. Swanson V2 PL) 

11 

Associate 

Lane C.Winn 

2 

Springhill 

(William H. McLain FL) 

1 

Memorial 

Jimmie D. Pyles V2 RM* 

3 

First 

Wybra J. Price II 

5 

Vivian 

Ellen B. Montegudo 

4 

Reveille 

(Marcelle F. Crow Va PL) 

8 

Associate 

(Wanda L. Smith RL*) 

2 

Zwolle: 



St. James 

(Thelma J. Stevenson Va SY*) 

3 

Hartzell Mt.Zion 

(Ernest E. Scott) 

10 

Haskin Chapel 

(KaTina Y. Lane Va PL) 

3 

St. Mark's 

(Antonio E. Ranero FL) 

2 

Sun 

(Paul M. Corse, III Va PL) 

3 

Zwolle, First-Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 

8 

St. Paul 

(Jackie Holmes, Jr. Va) 

13 

Tangipahoa Parish, The Well 

M. Jack O'Dell 

5 




St. Paul's 

J. Roddy Taylor 

5 

Varnado 

(Lawrence K. Benson, Jr. RL*) 

6 

* Without Pension 




Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai 
Newellton 


(Isaac Brown Va SY*) 
(John H. Wilkins Va PL) 


Oak Grove-Kilbourne-Locust Grove (PaulC. Carroll,Jr. FL) 


Quitman 

Rayville 

Ruston: 


Charles R. Penuell Va PL 
John Robert Black 


SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 
Arcadia, First-Mt. Mariah 
Associate 


Donald R. Avery 2 

William A. Moon III 2 

(Perry D. Anderson Va PL) 1 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURE 

Conference Staff 

Provost, Director of Connectional Ministries 


Grace 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

2 

Arizona-Colquitt 

(Willard W. Moore Va SY*) 

5 

Donald C. Cottrill 

BR 

9 

Trinity 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

4 

Athens 

(Ross W. Genger Va PL) 

3 

Coordinator of Ordained Ministry 



Associate 

W. Brian Mercer PE 

11 

Benton: 



John Edd Harper FD 

BR 

9 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

8 

Benton 

Daniel P. Gleason 

1 

Executive Director of Administrative Services/ 



Associate 

Connie Breaux % FD 

9 

Associate 

(Carl D. Munyon RL*) 

2 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician Larry G. Miller 

BR 

4 

Minister of Music 

R. Michael Cloud FD 

19 

New Light-Bonchest-Mansfield, Pleasant Valley 


Director of Volunteers in Mission 



Wesley Chapel 

Dalton R. Shovan Va RE* 

8 


(Oscar E. Player %) 

22 

Larry D. Norman 

BR 

14 

St. Andrew's-Oak Ridge 

(Judith D. Bazer) 

4 

Bienville 

(Jack Sutton Va SY*) 

10 

Sr. Advisor/Consult., LA UM Foundation 



St. Joseph 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. 

5 

Bossier City: 



Kenneth R. Reed RM* 

BR 

14 

St. Peter-Lawson Chapel 

(Sonia D.Gee Va PL) 

8 

Asbury 

Timothy J. Neustifter 

1 

Director Church Extension & Transformation 



Sicily Island-Harrisonburg 

Howard L. Hudson, Jr. Va RM* 

1 

Associate 

Kenneth D. Norton RM* 

1 

H.E. Stephens 

BR 

8 

Simsboro: 



Barksdale 

(Kendall R. Docter % PL) 

1 

Director of Christian Education Dawn B. Young V2 FD 

SH 

5 

Antioch 

(Steven Joe Koskie, Jr. Va PL) 

4 

Fellowship 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

6 

Center for Pastoral Excellence 



Memorial-Salem 

Danny D. Baskin OF 

3 

First 

David B. Dietzel 

7 

Director of Academies Carole Cotton-Winn 

NO 

14 

Tallulah 

(James W. Reid) 

1 

Associate 

Ashley J. McGuire PE 

3 

Mentor Emeritus John M. Winn, Jr., RM* 

NO 

22 

West Monroe: 



Brushwood 

(John H. Lavo RA*) 

7 

Director of Center for Pastoral Excellence 



Asbury-Woodlawn 

M. Stuart Sherman 

1 

Castor 

(Stephanie A.T. Kidd Va PL) 

5 

W.Craiq Gilliam 

SH 

9 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

(William F. Foster FL) 

4 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

(Bryan S. Dauphin SY*) 

8 

Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and 

Faith 

Ted D. Freeland 

1 

Coushatta, First-Coushatta, Wesley Chapel 


Other Educational Institutions 



First 

Jon E.Tellifero 

4 


John R. Kavanaugh, Jr. PE 

1 

Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 



Associate 

(Shawn T. Hornsby FL) 

3 

Associate, Coushatta First 

(V. Leigh Adkins Va PL) 

1 

Ann M.Trousdale FD 

BR 

7 

McGuire 

Michael T. Head 

15 

Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

(R. Jeffery Jones V 4 SY*) 

3 

Assoc. Prof. Of History Of Christianity & UM Studies, 



Minister to Families and Youth 

Christopher H. McLain % PD 

2 

Doyline 

(M.AIlyn Stroud Va SY*) 

2 

Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, OK 



Winnsboro 

John G. Hankins PE 

4 

Gibsland- Gibsland, Oak Grove 

(L. Wayne Howington RA*) 

2 

Ellen J. Blue 

NO 

10 


Wisner-Gilbert (Frances I. Guy V 2 PL) 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


Gilliam-Hosston 
Greenwood-Bethany TX, Bethany 


Emile A. Rousseau, Jr. Va OF 
Todd W. Mallory PE 


District Superintendent 
Angie, Wesley Ray-Mary's Chapel 

Belle Chasse 
Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 
Thirkield-Harry's Chapel 
Buras, Trinity 
Chalmette, Covenant 
Covington: 

First-Bush 

Fitzgerald-Lacombe 
Destrehan, St. Charles 
Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 

Winan-Hayes Chapel 

Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 

Gretna 

Associate 

Harahan, St. Paul's 

Kenner: 

El Mesias 
First 
Thomas 
LaPlace, First 
Luling 

Madisonville, North Cross 
Mandeville: 

Newell 

St.Timothy-on-the-North Shore 
Associate 


Ramonalynn W. Bethley 
Live Oak 

Terrence S. August 
Richard L. Cockburn 

Thomas E. Dolph 
(Louis A. Smith V2 PL) 
(David C. Carlton FL) 
Monica G.Monk 

Byron W. Putnam 
(William V.Turner FL) 
Timothy E. Lawson 

(Steven W. Bush FL) 

Karl Clark 

(Christan L.Thomas FL) 
Timothy M. Smith 
(Kaseem N. Short V2 PL) 
Sharon D.Zehner PE 

Samuel Calvo OE 
H. Elizabeth Love Tu'uta 
Erica R. Jenkins 
(Regina B. Hickman) 
Wayne G. Taylor 
Lamar C. Oliver 

(Nolan M. Robinson Va PL) 
James W. Mitchell 
Jimmy L. Owens 


7 
3 

2 

21 

3 

3 

4 

5 
1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

8 

13 

1 

3 

3 

4 
1 

21 

17 

1 


Haughton: 

Haughton 
Love Chapel 

Haynesville-Old Shongaloo 
Heflin 

Homer, First-Homer, Wesley Chapel 

Roy Bryan Moore 

Wesley Chapel Minister of Education 

Patricia Teel Bates Va FD* 
Ida 

Keithville 
Lisbon 
Logansport: 

Logansport-Bethel 
Mt. Zion-McDonald 
Mansfield: 

First-Grand Cane 
Director of Service & Outreach 
Shady Grove 


(Thomas E. Dungan V2 PL) 
Jean Mack Sanders 
David J. Sheehan 
PaulC. Carroll, Sr. RM* 


(Sandra R. DeFatta Va PL) 
Robert G. Rowland RM* 
Terry C. Willis RM* 

Jonathan S. King 
(Linda B. Gatlin V2 PL) 


Wesley 
Minden: 

Evergreen 

First 

Associate 
Lakeview 
Pine Grove 
Pleasant Valley 
Mooringsport-Oil City 
Pilgrim Rest 

Plain Dealing-Walker's Chapel 
Pleasant Hill-Pelican 
Ringgold 


Jacqueline E.C. King 
Mary Jo Babcock Va DM* 
(Samuel L. Neal Va PL) 

(Anna Morris Jackson Va PL) 


T.B.S. 

John A. Cannon 
(Linda K. Shepherd RL*) 
Leon A. Boggs 
(Jerry G. Brannen Va PL) 
(James W. Kennedy Va SY*) 
(Robbin D. Haley Va PL) 
(Samuel L. Bradley Va PL) 
(John J. Downs, Jr. SY*) 
(Jerry G. Wood V 4 SY*) 
John E. Dilworth 


10 

2 

3 

1 


5 
9 
3 

6 
5 
1 

19 

2 

2 

5 


President & Prof. Of Ethics & Leadership, Miff 

David G.Trickett NO 6 

Director of Church Relations, Centenary College 

(A. Warren Clifton II FL) SH 2 

Chaplain/VP of Student Develop., Centenary College 

Betsy B. Eaves PE SH 8 

Perkins School of Theology, Assoc. Dir. of Internship 

Barry E. Hughes SH 5 

Director of the Christian Leadership Ctr., 

Centenary College Valerie O. Robideaux FD SH 4 

Professor, Bossier Parish Comm. College 

Dawn B. Young FD SH 7 

Campus Ministers 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Lafayette AC 

Wesley Campus Ministry, NSU. 

John M. Higginbotham, Jr.AL 6 

Wesley Foundation, Southern Univ. 

(Willie Laws) BR 6 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana State Univ. 

Andrew D. Sutton PE BR 1 

Wesley Foundation, Southeastern La Univ. 

(Emile E.Tosso, 111% PL) BR 7 

Wesley Foundation, McNeese State Univ. 

Angela C. Bulhof LC 9 

Wesley Foundation, Grambling State Univ. 

Connie Breaux % FD MN 9 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe 

(T.AIan Johnson FL) MN 5 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana Tech Univ. 

Scott E. Wright MN 14 

Tulane University Maximilian O.Zehner NO 9 

APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFER- 


Associate 

(Carol R. Richardson FL) 

10 

Shiloh-Longstreet-Keatchie 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. V2 PL) 

7 

ENCES 



Associate 

(Roy J. Price, III y 2 PL) 

5 

Shreveport: 



The Methodist Church of Ireland 



Associate 

(Robert H. Chance, Jr. Va PL) 

14 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

7 


Shannon C. DeLaureal BR 

3 

Pastor Emeritus 

J. Lawrence Maddin RM* 

12 

Associate 

Matthew B. Rawle 

5 

New Mexico 

Amy K. Mercer BR 

3 

Metairie: 



Associate 

Kathy S. Wafer PE 

10 

Illinois Great River (July 1,2011) 



Korean 

Leo S. Lee % OE 

3 

Associate 

Conrad P. Edwards RM* 

13 


Donald L. Meeks BR 

1 

Munholland 

M. Eugene Finnell 

9 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

4 

Baltimore-Maryland 

Lysbeth B. Cockrell V2 MN 

2 

Associate 

John H.Tu'uta 

1 

Associate 

Joseph A. Robideaux PE 

4 

Southwest Texas 

Germaine T. Mathis Va PE NO 

6 

St. Matthew's 

Jeffery D. Conner 

3 

Director of Children's Ministries 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson V2 PL) 

4 




Associate 

Rebecca D. Conner 

3 

Ellerbe Road 

(Christmas C. Wilbur FL) 

1 




New Orleans: 



Fairfield 

(Donny R. Nedd Va PL) 

1 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 


Algiers 

Rebecca D. Conner 

3 

First 

R. Pat Day 

19 

EXTENSION MINISTRIES 


Asbury-St. Matthew 

Simon Chigumira 

1 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

6 





Aurora 

Bethany 

Boynton 

Carrollton-Metairie 
Cornerstone 
Minister of Music 
First Grace 
First Street PW 
Haven Trinity 


James W. Barrett, Jr. 1 

Hadley R. Edwards 15 

(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 5 

Jon M. Lord 6 

E. Andrew Goff 2 

Barbara L. Murray V2 FD 5 

Shawn M.Anglim 5 

Martha M.Orphe 3 

(Charles E. Washington V2 PL) 5 


Associate 

Director of Fine Arts 
Scholar in Residence 
Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Minister to Senior Adults 
Grace Community 
Associate 
Associate 
Lakeview 


Derek R. Joyce PE 3 

(Will K. Andress RL*) 1 

Donald A. Webb RM* 19 

Pamela G. Crews FD 14 

Carl E. Rhoads, III RM* 4 

Robert A. Weber 20 

Charles L. Christensen PE 1 

(Richard P. Varner Va PL) 9 

M. Theresa McConnell 3 


Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 
U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 

Joseph E. Hamilton 
U.S. Navy M. Quinn O'Bannon 

U.S. Air Force Reserve, Command Chaplain 

William H. Willis, Sr. 

U.S. Air Force, Command Chap., Qatar (June 15,2011) 
W. Scott Adams 


AC 

BR 


BR 


SH 
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Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 
Ministries 

Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes, Lafayette 

Walton C. Dunbar AC 13 

Paracletia, Inc. Cathy J.Arends FD BR 8 

Speech-Lang. Pathologist, DynaVox Technologies 

Carol A.Civils FD BR 5 


Chaplain, Lakeland Reg. Med. Ctr., Lakeland, Florida 

Deborah L. Drash % BR 5 

Chaplain of Oncology and Palliative Care Services, 

East Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie, LA 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin PD BR 3 

La Attorney Disciplinary Board 

Bernadine Johnson FD BR 13 

Chaplain, Dixon Correctional Facility 

James W. Jones RM BR 11 

SLU Sims Memorial Library Herbert W.McGuin III BR 3 

Staff Chaplain, UAB Hosp., Birmingham, AL 

Virginia D. Millet BR 17 

Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless, Exec. Dir. 

Randall K. Nichols BR 8 

Transformation Consultant Richard T. Stiltner RM BR 6 

Conference Director of Disaster Preparedness and Response 

Darryl A.Tate BR 6 

Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles 

David R. DeWitt LC 19 

Chaplain, Harris County Psych. Center, Houston,TX 

A. Swindell Hodges, Jr LC 13 

Chaplain, Houston Hospice, Houston,TX 

Daniel H. Miller LC 14 

Chaplain, Dir. Of Spiritual Life and Pastoral Care 
Methodist Children's Home Edith L. DeVilbiss PE MN 1 

Exec. Director, LifeHouse Ministries, Ruston, LA 

Cathy Brewton PD MN 1 

Chaplain, Legacy Meridian Park Medical Center 

Jose'Garcia MN 3 

Hospice Chaplain, St. Catherine's Hospice, LaPlace 

Alfred C.Bakewell, III NO 3 

Core Trainer, The People's Institute of Survival 
and Beyond C. David Billings, Jr. NO 5 

Organizational Effectiveness Specialist, East Jeff. Hosp. 

M. Janet Davis FD NO 6 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain W. Jefferson Hospital 


Barbara S. Duke NO 6 

Chaplain, St. Luke's Episcopal Hosp., Houston,TX 

Cindy M.Graber NO 9 

Director, Belief-Focused Care & Healing, Springfield, IL 

Roy B. Nash RM NO 12 

Wesley Comm. Center, Atlanta, GBGM 

William C. Taylor NO 29 

Chaplain, Hospice Compassus Karen F. Williams NO 1 

Seeds of Light Patricia T. Bates !4 FD SH 3 

Director,Them Bones Ministry David F. Fortuna 'A SH 3 

LSUHSC-Shreveport, Prof., Obstetrics & Gynecology 

Steve N. London PD SH 2 


APPOINTMENTS BEYOND THE MIN¬ 

ISTRY USUALLY EXTENDED THROUGH THE 
LOCAL CHURCH 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 
OTHER VALID MINISTRIES 


Appointed to Attend School 

Cliff College S. Brian Yeich 

Incapacity Leave 
Barry D. Dennis OF 
Sidney Earl Irving 
(Thomas C. Beeler FL) 

Jerry Johnson 

J. Sidney Montegudo FD 
John N. Williams 
Lorris M. Wimberly 

K. Dale Hensarling 
Lance E. Brown PM 
T. Nichols Evans, Jr. 


SH 5 


AL 4 

AL 31 

BR 5 

BR 7 

BR 12 

BR 3 

BR 3 

LC 3 

NO 14 

NO 7 


Personal Leave of Absence 
Katherine G. Howell 
Tamlyn J. Aubushon FD 
Michael L. Hammett 
Janet Hogstrom FD 


AL 3 

BR 2 

BR 2 

BR 2 


Gregory G. Mann NO 8 

Erin J. Oliver NO 1 

Cory Sparks NO 2 

Bryan S. Dauphin SH 10 

Heidi E. Davis (July 1,2011) SH 3 

Steven R. Kelly SH 4 

(Clinton P. Lovell, Sr.) SH 3 

Lisa E. L.Turnbull SH 3 

Transitional Leave of Absence 

Christine A. Roberts FD BR 1 

Sarah Williams Shoup FD LC 1 

W. Scott Adams SH 1 

Deaconesses 

Executive Director, UMCOR Sager-Brown Kathlyne Kraiza AC 

Outreach Ministries, Southern University Elsie Cyrus BR 

Community Ministries, Baton Rouge Hallique L. Dawson BR 

Outreach Ministries, South Coast Community Outreach 

Virginia Baker NO 


Transferred In 

Karl M. Clark 

Dessert Southwest 

June 1,2011 

Transferred Out 

Laralee DeHart 

Texas 

October 1,2010 

JoBeth Kee-Rees PE 

Oklahoma 

October 1,2009 


RETHINKCHURCH 
RETHINI CHURCH 


First UMC in 
Shreveport holds 
Will Andress Day 

First United 
Methodist Church of 
Shreveport invites 
the public to cele¬ 
brate Rev. Dr. Will K. 

Andress Day—a 
Celebration of 40 
years of Music and 
Arts. This commu¬ 
nity-wide reception 
slated for June 26 
begins at 3 p.m. in 
Bain Hall at the 
church. 

When Dr. Andress arrived at First 
Methodist in 1971, the Chancel Choir had 
about 20 voices. Today, the choir numbers 
100 voices. 

50th Anniversaries 

St.John's UMC 
June 12 

10:30 a.m. service 
(luncheon follows) 

9375 Highland Road 
Baton Rouge 

St. Luke's UMC 
July 10 
11 a.m service 
(Jambalaya dinner follows) 

3791 Aletha Dr. 

Baton Rouge 

Guest speaker at both celebrations 
will be 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
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For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2011 La. Annual 
Conference in 
Shreveport, visit the 
La. Conference 
website at 

www.la-umc.org 


Additions to “A Day of Caring” 
Church Participant List! 

Asbury UMC, Clinton 
Mt. Vernon UMC, Gray 
Roberts UMC, Denham Springs 
St. James UMC, Convent 
St. Luke UMC, Greenwell Springs 
St. Marks’s UMC, Alexandria 
St. Paul UMC, Waxia 
St. Peter UMC, Donaldsonville 
Wesley UMC, Wilson 



Ordinands / 5 



Delegates / 7 
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Churches pledge over $1.2 million to ministry 


United Methodist churches in Louisiana 
collectively pledged more than $1.2 million 
in support of ministry with the poor during 
the 2011 Annual Conference held June 5-8 
at Centenary College in Shreveport. 

“Through the incredible generosity of 
our conference churches, United 
Methodists continue their commitment to 


be in ministry with the poor. These gifts 
will enable Louisiana’s congregations to 
significantly impact the high poverty levels 
that are so prevalent in our state,” said 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson. 

Each congregation turned in a financial 
and ministry “pledge and commitment 
form” for the coming year (2011-2012) that 


responds to ministry with the poor. These 
commitments of money and service were 
selected by each local congregation and 
will be expended either within their own 
communities, or in a larger mission field. 

Commitment fonns were collected dur¬ 
ing Tuesday night’s worship service. 


God Alone is Changeless 


Episcopal Address of 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Monday, June 6, 2011 
Louisiana Annual Conference 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

“There’s been a change in the River 

There ’ll be a change in the sea 

And from now on there’ll be a change in me...., and 

thee...., and we .” 

When I was a kid our class at school did a musical play 
called “Mississippi Melody.” I had the distinct joy of being 
cast as Huck Finn. There were several songs in the play, but 
the only one I remember went like this: 

“Mississippi, roll on past my door. Mississippi, stay on 
your own floor 

When you ’re glad you bring delight to me; when you ’re 
mad you are an awful sight to see! 

Once I left you, won’t do that no more. I want to live and 
die 

By that Mississippi River shore! ” 

(I’ve wanted to sing that to you for the last eleven years! 

I just couldn’t find the proper time to do it!) 

The people of Louisiana are indeed a unique people - 
culturally, geographically, and historically. Until relatively 
recent years we were separated by rivers and bayous which 
allowed us to develop several distinct cultural identities. As 
the bridges and roads began to get built and access to other 
areas of the state became more of a possibility, we were 
challenged with what it means to move out of our own indi¬ 
vidual life-styles and into a corporate life-style that included 
all of us. The dominant theological approach in northern 
Louisiana has been influenced by the Baptists and 
Pentecostals. The southern tier of parishes has been shaped 
theologically by Roman Catholicism: French Roman 
Catholicism at that, which has its own unique flavor (no 
food puns intended!) And in the midst of that mix the 
Methodists came on horseback, by boat, and any other 
means necessary to traverse our beautiful land and waters to 
reach souls for Christ and introduce them to Wesleyan theol¬ 
ogy, which compliments all the rest in many ways, and chal¬ 
lenges them to the core in many other ways. 

See Address, page 2 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson delivers the Episcopal 
Address on June 6 during the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference held in the Gold Dome on the campus of 
Centenary College in Shreveport. Oversized paper dolls, 
which decorated the stage in the Gold Dome, were made from 
newspapers and emblazoned with the conference theme, 

‘With the Poor.’ The dolls and all altars were designed and 
built by Kathy Moore. 
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Address, from page 1 

When the Louisiana Purchase was con¬ 
summated in 1803, this heretofore forbid¬ 
den territory to Protestants was opened and 
Methodist Circuit Riders made their way 
from the state of Mississippi into the virgin 
territory. Vying for the distinction of the 
oldest Methodist church west of the 
Mississippi isEden United Methodist 
Church, just outside Jena, and also 
Louisiana Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Opelousas. 1 suspect there was 
little contact between these two infant bod¬ 
ies because of all the natural barriers to 
communication and that is what has led to 
the confusion as to which one was estab¬ 
lished first. Methodist Churches for those 
of African descent were established later, 
with one of the oldest being Asbury in 
Natchitoches. 

We have been a people marked by natu¬ 
ral disaster: floods, hurricanes, tornados, 
fires. We’ve also experiencedhuman 
induced disasters such as the Gulf Oil Spill 
of 2010. There was the 1927 flood of the 
Mississippi, the 1937 flood, the 1973 flood, 
and now the 2011 flood. Hurricanes have 
been numerous and could fill a book of 
names of choice: Audrey, Betsy, Camille, 
Andrew, Lilly, Katrina, Rita, Gustav, Ike, 
you add your favorite. 

All of these have been defining 
moments of turning, especially Katrina and 
Rita, and gave us permission to open doors 
to new ways of doing things, pushing us to 
new models, revealing to us the resilience 
of our people who have inherently known 
“what to do” in every case, even while our 
cry was “We don’t know what to do!” The 
changes afforded were not just the works 
of nature, but were the work of the Holy 
Spirit which used these crisis moments to 
give us strength not only to continue but to 
explore new territory. We have reconfig¬ 
ured the face of the church and even redi¬ 
rected the mission of the church in New 
Orleans and in southwest Louisiana as a 
result of Katrina and Rita. 

Because we have experienced the ability 
to do the hard work of redirecting our 
lives, as well as being on the receiving end 
of the pushback that always accompanies 
creativity and newness, it has emboldened 
us not to back away from bold new direc¬ 
tions in subsequent years. It has become 
obvious that bold new decisions, hard deci¬ 
sions, can be made for the wellbeing of the 
local churches and the annual conference 
and while these may be unpopular at the 
moment, the annual conference has demon¬ 
strated a trusting spirit that continues to 
give leadership the freedom to innovate for 
the strengthening of our ability to address 
our mission field. 

While we have been in the midst of 
reinventing ourselves as the result of disas¬ 
ters, the General Church has been in the 
process of questioning themselves as to our 
decline, our sustainability, and our future. 
These questions led the Council of Bishops 
to the proposals that are now being referred 
to as “The Call to Action.” This is a pro¬ 
posed action that comes out of the realiza¬ 
tion that there is a church in crisis that is 
larger than any one annual conference. 

Both clergy and laity are positioned and 
ready to move in decisive and definitive 
ways to address the crisis. 

The Extended Cabinet, given financial 


support and encouragement from the 
United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
and under the consultation and facilitation 
of Dr. Gil Rendle has been working steadi¬ 
ly and intentionally to bring a new day to 
Louisiana United Methodism that will 
assist us in being a more effective move¬ 
ment for the cause of Christ. We began our 
redirection with looking at clergy profiles 
and service records, and looking at local 
church histories and performances over a 
ten year period. Now we are ready to move 
to ways to bring the laity on board in more 
complete and effective partnership.Our 
conference is more than ready to receive 
the benefits of the laity’s wisdom and pas¬ 
sion for the well being of the mission of 
the church. We’re very clear, laity. We are 
not asking you to be followers, but com¬ 
plete partners in a new ministry. 

So, crisis has been a power driver and 
this has led us to be a comeback people. 1 
am telling this 
bold story to you 
because this story 
allows us to be 
very bold going 
into tomorrow. 

Katrina and Rita 
in particular 
hijacked our nor¬ 
mal lifestyle, but 
our way of doing 
church has been 
set free through 
that crisis and that 
has been a bless¬ 
ing and a very 
positive thing. 

The Work of the Extended Cabinet 
In the fall of 2010, the Extended 
Cabinet made a visit to every district in the 
Conference to introduce to you the work 
we had done to that point. The work 
included identification of the main question 
that was being asked consistently across 
the Conference, “What is your mission 
field?” Charge Conferences, Ministry 
Plans, January Review Fonns all contained 
that question. You have done wonderful 
work in beginning to identify the answer to 
that for each of your own particular situa¬ 
tions. It is still a critical and foundational 
question that must be addressed. 

In addition to the mission field question, 
there was a new request based on some 
very intense work around four prototypes 
of churches - 1. “On the Move”, 2.) 
“Faithful and Strong”, 3.) “Rekindling the 
Vision”, and 4.) “Passing the Mantle.” 
Every pastor, every lay-leader, every 
church was asked to go back to their faith 
community and do the necessary discus¬ 
sion/evaluation that would help them come 
to a decision as to how to “self-identify” 
themselves as a faith community. You did 
very well in responding to that request. 
Here are the results: 

67 - On the Move 

149 - Faithful and Strong 

162 - Rekindling the Vision 

20 - Passing the Mantle 

There was a fifth category as well. 

Those who chose not to respond to the 
request to do this faith-community work. 
Those duly constituted churches that made 
no response at all numbered 105. 

Thank you to the 398 churches who 
took this request seriously. You are provid¬ 
ing the Annual Conference with great 


information to move us to the next steps. 
You also will be the beneficiaries of the 
positive things that are afforded to those 
who clearly know who they are! 

Speaking of bold steps, as I was a 
minute ago, I say a profound “Thank You” 
to those 20 churches who made the boldest 
identification, and the most difficult - the 
Passing the Mantle churches. We are work¬ 
ing now on getting professional guidance 
on how to best help you as you determine 
how you can pass the mantle in a creative 
and strategic fashion that will continue to 
help build the Kingdom of God. 

It is very disappointing that 105 church¬ 
es chose not to respond to this requested 
information. What that says to me is that 
you don’t take your present or your future 
seriously and you don’t take your connect¬ 
edness to your sister churches seriously 
either. I speak to you specifically now, but 
I want all to hear. If you did not respond to 
this request: 

You are now behind 
398 of your sister 
churches and fellow 
clergy and fellow lay 
leaders. Either you did¬ 
n’t take the request seri¬ 
ously, thought it was 
unimportant, or you did¬ 
n’t have clergy or lay 
leadership with adequate 
skills to do this work. 

Pastors of these 105 
churches - 

There will be no 
Ministry Plan meeting 
with your District 
Superintendent this year. The reason for 
that is that you will not be able to partici¬ 
pate in planning your ministry as to how to 
deal with the next steps in making your 
church or your ministry vital without this 
information. The District Superintendent 
won’t waste her/his time, or your time, 
until you are prepared to be part of the 
moving body of the Annual Conference. 

More than likely there will be no 
Charge Conference as you have come to 
know it for you. You will be required to do 
the necessary paperwork and turn it in, but 
the District Superintendent will most likely 
not be taking the time to come to you 


because, again, you aren’t prepared for 
next steps. 

There may need to be some special 
meetings with the “no-responders” to deal 
with your delinquent work, but those will 
be scheduled on an as-deemed appropriate 
basis. 

If you have questions about any of this, 

I encourage you to talk with your District 
Superintendent who can help you know 
what you need to do to get in the main¬ 
stream of the Conference work and mis¬ 
sion. 

I asked for some additional information 
regarding these 105 churches. Even though 
you chose not to participate in the request¬ 
ed work of the Annual Conference, you did 
produce: 

A total of 124 Professions of Faith col¬ 
lectively 

An apportionment payout of 95.17% 

A total of 9126 members in 2010, which 
is only 24 less than 2009 

A total of 3784 average worship atten¬ 
dance, which is a decline of 82 from 2009 

21 churches had a Confirmation Class 
in 2009, but only 12 had a confirmation 
class in 2010, with a total of 75 participants 
overall. 

I am encouraged that these statistics, 
with the exception of the precipitous drop 
of Confirmation Classes, held so well in 
these 105 churches! My great concern is 
that this will not remain the case if you 
continue to choose to separate yourselves 
from the mainstream work of the 
Conference. 

For the 398 who are ready to progress, 
the main question for you in 2011-2012 
will be, “How are you focusing on the 
Mission/mission field?” 

We will be coming to you again this fall 
with a further update on our work, just as 
we promised you we would do. At this 
point in time we are not totally certain of 
that format, or of those dates, but we will 
have both to you in the immediate future 
so you can plan. All, including those 105 
“No-Responders”, are welcome to be there. 
These, again, will not be mandated meet¬ 
ings. But, if you are interested in being an 
active and informed part of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference, you will be present. 

So, how did all this 2010 work affect 
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the Annual Conference in 2010? 

More churches know their mission field 
now than they did at the start of 2010. 

For the first time in several years we 
had a gain in Membership in the Annual 
Conference!! In 2010 we showed a gain in 
membership of 257, compared to a loss of 
1590 in 2009.That’s great news! 

There was an apportionment payout of 
98.5%. 

We had 95 more professions of faith in 
2010 ! 

We had 62 more enrolled in 
Confirmation Preparation Classes. 

And when all was said and done, our 
churches paid out a total of $13,456,330 
MORE than in 2009. 

It’s been a great year for God’s 
Kingdom. 

And in the area of appointment-making, 
our new metrics helped significantly. Let 
me just say that we made appointments this 
year without the compensation figures on 
the board in front of us. We didn’t focus on 
how much a clergy person was being paid, 
and we did not focus on the salary being 
paid by the church. We began with the met¬ 
rics we have laid out for both the church 
and the pastor, and we worked to match the 
two by those metrics without money being 
a deciding factor. When we went back and 
put the money beside our work, it was 
amazing how well it all worked out. 

We were able to make the appointments 
this time with hard data in front of us and 
did not rely on our uneducated estimates 
and our subjective internal feelings and 
faulty memories as the main driving fac¬ 
tors. As a result I believe we have made the 
best set of appointments yet. They were 
determined by what the church said was 
their mission and mission field, and this 
should strengthen the mission and ministry 
of the church so they can truly “make dis¬ 
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transfonnation 
of the world.” 

Financial Considerations 

Let’s move now to the consideration of 
some of the financial issues facing the 
denomination and, consequently, all of us. 
Let’s start with this video prepared for a 
spring meeting hosted by the General 
Board of Pensions and Health Benefits and 
the General Commission on Finance and 
Administration, and attended by six per¬ 
sons from our Annual Conference specifi¬ 
cally invited for their dealing with and 
expertise in financial matters, plus the bish¬ 
op: 

To view the UMC Realities video 
shown during the Episcopal Address, click 
here. 

To get a feel for the impact of the mes¬ 
sage of this video I want you to indulge me 
in a little visual display. Would those of 
you under 35 years of age please stand? 

Between 36-45 

Between 46-55 

Between 56-65 

Over 65 

You see how we in Louisiana reflect the 
statistics that drove the concern of this 
video. 

I’ve also learned in recent days that stat¬ 
isticians now say that it takes a church of 
125 in average attendance to sustain a full 
-time clergy person. Let me state that 
again. It takes a church of 125 in average 
attendance to sustain a full-time clergy per¬ 
son. Let me give you some disturbing sta¬ 


tistics for Louisiana: 

We have 502 churches. Of those 502 
here is the breakdown of average atten¬ 
dance statistics for 2010: 

86 with more than 100 in average atten¬ 
dance 

416 under 100 average attendance 

Of that 416 under 100, about half of 
those are under 50 in attendance 

These attendance statistics have major 
implications for where we go in the future. 
They have to do with how many full-time 
clergy we can support. (It is shocking to 
know that in the last 2 'A years we have 
lost some 30 full-time appointments in 
Louisiana!) They have major connotations 
as to how many people the Board of 
Ordained Ministry can admit into the 
Annual Conference. They have major con¬ 
notations on how we recruit and encourage 
young men and women to go into ordained 
ministry. They have 
to do with church 
vitality, which I will 
say more about in a 
moment. They have 
to do with whether 
a small number of 
people can really be 
a church, or should 
they be treated 
more as a Sunday 
School class, or a 
small group, or as a 
mission outreach 
post but not neces¬ 
sarily a “preaching 
point?” 

Let me go back to the six person team 
who went to Ft. Worth. When that gather¬ 
ing was completed, the team determined 
they would like to dialogue further in order 
the help strengthen the position of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Again, with 
the help of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana, this team of peo¬ 
ple has met twice more, with Dr. Gil 
Rendle joining and leading us at the last 
meeting. We worked on what this group’s 
major contribution might be to the well¬ 
being of our Conference. 

As a result of the last meeting, I have 
made the decision to gather a team consist¬ 
ing of eleven persons plus the bishop that 
has no authority to make decisions, but that 
will be asked to give advice to our struc¬ 
tures as to whether the proposals in front of 
us are financially sustainable or not, or are 
they even strategically wise from a church 
vitality standpoint. This team will be called 
the “Strategic Vitality Task Force” and will 
be meeting throughout the Conference year 
to review and strategize with our structured 
committees as to how the ministries we 
have deemed important can be initiated, 
sustained and supported fully. The “death 
tsunami” mentioned in the video threatens 
the sustainability of what we already have, 
which includes all our “historical 
favorites”. If we want to be a church that is 
nimble enough to meet the new duties 
demanded by a new day, then we’re going 
to have to deal with our money resources 
just like the federal government, the state 
governments, the city governments, etc. are 
doing every day. 

The Global Church and the Church in 
the United States 

There has been much said over the past 
year about “The Call to Action.” This is the 


initiative begun by the Council of Bishops 
and that has now taken on major propor¬ 
tions as we approach General Conference 
2012. This past April 6, some 120 United 
Methodists gathered across Louisiana to 
participate in a web-cast seminar and dis¬ 
cussion group on this proposal. 

The main thrust of the “Call to Action” 
is to develop vital congregations across the 
denomination. This is very similar to our 
own local work of trying to renew our 
churches to be vital in our work in 
Louisiana. There are four main drivers 
identified that propel a vital congregation. 
They are: 

Effective pastoral leadership including 
aspects of management, vision and inspira¬ 
tion. 

Multiple small groups and programs for 
children and youth. 

A mix of traditional and contemporary 
worship services. 

High percentages of 
spiritually engaged 
laity who assume lead¬ 
ership roles. 

As General 
Conference approach¬ 
es we will hear more 
about these drivers and 
how we can incorpo¬ 
rate them into our 
denominational renew¬ 
al and, most of all, the 
renewal of a major 
force for the Kingdom 
of God. United 
Methodism has all the 
tools necessary to become a great move¬ 
ment of God’s people again. All we have to 
do is respond to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit to take us there. 

The Three Task Forces Reporting at 
this Session 

When we left Annual Conference in 
2010 we had given three task forces some 
work to do with a request they bring their 
findings back to this session. Those were a 
task force to study Church Extension, one 
to study Multicultural Ministries, and one 
to study Conference Camping and the 
Wesley Center. These task forces were duly 
constituted and have faithfully done their 
work. As you have read your pre-confer¬ 
ence journal you have seen what their pro¬ 
posals will be. Let me give you a quick 
preview and a couple of comments: 

> The Task Force on Church Extension 
and Revitalization 

This task force is coming to the Annual 
Conference with a proposal that would 
bring major change to the direction and pri¬ 
orities of the Conference. These changes, if 
adopted will have major impact on the 
budget of the Conference. The proposal is 
indeed exciting! It will be fascinating to see 
how this body handles this report! 

> Multicultural Ministries Task Force 

This task force will ask for an extension 

of time for their work. They wish to have 
the 2011-2012 Conference year to do a 
series of listening posts throughout the state 
and then bring a “robust recommendation” 
to the 2012 Annual Conference session. 

> Camping Ministry/Wesley Center 
Task Force 

This task force was constituted along 
with the other two and is bringing a recom¬ 
mendation that includes better communica¬ 
tion between camps. There also was con¬ 


sideration of creating a new conference 
position, “Conference Camping 
Coordinator”. They see the need and neces¬ 
sity for an availability of the programs 
being offered and in effect offer no change 
for consideration. 

This task force probably had the hardest 
work because they were dealing with 
longer history. But the day will come, start¬ 
ing at least with the “death tsunami” when 
we will be forced to reconsider whether 
this present arrangement can be continued. 

All three of these reports will be before 
you for debate and action. 

Continuing Concerns 

There are a few continuing concerns I 
lift before you once again. Until we have 
solutions for these, I will be bringing them 
to your attention. 

1. Conference Reserves 

We continue to face the future on a “pay 
as you go” basis. In essence we have no 
reserves substantial enough to bail us out of 
a problem should it arise. The only place 
we would be able to get funding for an 
emergency beyond our normal budget 
would be: 

Apportion a larger amount to the 
churches 

Depend upon the general church to send 
funds to rescue us, which is a very unlikely 
solution given the difficulties of the general 
church! 

Sell properties, such as the camps I just 
mentioned and other institutional properties 

We simply must detennine a way to 
increase the Conference reserves as we 
move into the future. 

2. Africa University Pledge 

Another year has come and gone and 

we still haven’t approached how we are 
going to raise the $1,000,000 pledged to 
Africa University by the 2005 Annual 
Conference Session. I had a meeting just 
this past month with representatives from 
Africa University who are ready to help us 
with the raising of this money. They are 
ready for us to underwrite the addition to 
the Campus Student Union which they des¬ 
perately need. 

Perhaps the Strategic Vitality Task Force 
can help us find ways to address this. I am 
concerned that these funds were pledged 
during my tenure as bishop and it looks as 
if I might be retiring before they are 
secured. I certainly do not desire to leave a 
$1,000,000 debt to the next Episcopal 
administration. 

3.1 have tried to keep you apprised of 
the decisions being made by the general 
church that will directly affect us financial¬ 
ly. That has been particularly true with 
regard to clergy benefits. Let me just 
approach the two most costly—pensions 
and health insurance. 

Pensions. The very mention of that 
word sends shivers through the spines of 
the clergy. But you need to know what may 
be proposed. There is a proposal that pen¬ 
sion payments will be lessened so that local 
churches can continue to afford a pastor. 

Let me put this as concisely as I can: 

Currently the CRSP Defined Benefit is 
1.25% of the Denominational Average 
Compensation per year of service. The pro¬ 
posal is to reduce that benefit to 1% of the 
Denominational Average Compensation 
and make even that available only to those 

See Address, page 7 



Rev. Jorge Acevedo shares advice on 
how to effectively minister to the poor. 
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Scenes from the 2011 
Louisiana Annual Conference 




Local Pastors receiving their first appointment are (front) Paul Laird, Linda Clark, 
Robbin Haley, Leigh Adkins; (back) Ronald Southall, Jason Harris, Bill Morris and 
Perry Anderson. They were recognized during the 2011 La. Annual Conference. 



Recognized for completing the Five Year Course of Study are (front) Chris Wilbur 
and Yvonne Dayries; (back) Steven Bush, Russ Clunan and Charles Hill. 




Conference Youth Director Jodi Harper, right, raises her hands in celebration dur¬ 
ing the ‘Love Feast’ held Tuesday night of the 2011 Louisiana Annual Conference 
held in Shreveport. She is surrounded by the youth delegation to the conference. 
Jodi’s husband, Rev. John Edd Harper, is seated in the front row. Rev. Weldon 
Bares, pastor of First UMC in Lake Charles, speaks about the church’s participa¬ 
tion in ‘A Day of Caring,’ held May 14. More than 210 conference churches held 
programs and outreach projects that served the poor of Louisiana during the May 
14 denomination-wide event. Louisiana Conference delegates cast their votes for 
delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences slated for 2012. 


Those completing the 2011 Louisiana Conference License to Preach School are 
(front) Paul Laird, Steven Murphy, Renee Deaton, Leigh Adkins; (back) Jerry 
Wood, Bill Morris, Robbin Haley, Lisa Fitzpatrick, Al Franks, Jr. and Perry 
Anderson. 



The new class of Certified Lay Ministers are Al Franks, Jr., Vickie Huckeba, 
Steven Bellard, Donna Whittington and Henry Camburn, Jr. 


Those certi¬ 
fied in spe¬ 
cialized areas 
of ministry 
are, left, 

Dawn Young 
in Christian 
Education 
and Cathy 
Brewton in 
Spiritual 
Formation. 
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Bishop Hutchinson delivers 
Ordination Sermon, ‘Come See a Man’ 


Louisiana Annual Conference 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
June 6, 2011 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
John 4: 1-30 

Smiley strikes again! I shared last year 
some sage wisdom from Smiley Anders, 
columnist for the Baton Rouge Advocate. 
He has provided fodder for the mill once 
again. In the April 29, 2011 edition of The 
Advocate he related the essence of this 
story that I had actually received earlier 
from a friend in New Mexico. 

“The year is 2016 and the United States 
has just elected the first woman, a 
Louisiana State University graduate, as 
President of the United States, Susan 
Boudreaux. A few days after the election 
the president-elect calls her father and says, 
‘So, Dad, I assume you will be coming to 
my inauguration?’ 

‘I don't think so. It’s a 30 hour drive, 
your mother isn’t as young as she used to 
be, and my arthritis is acting up again.’ 
‘Don’t worry about it Dad. I’ll send Air 
Force One to pick you up and take you 
home. And a limousine will pick you up at 
your door.’ 

‘I don't know. Everybody will be so 
fancy. What would your mother wear?’ 

‘Oh Dad,’ replies Susan, ‘I’ll make sure 
she has a wonderful gown custom made by 
the best designer in New York.’ ‘Honey,’ 
Dad complains, ‘you know I can’t eat those 
rich foods you and your friends like to eat. ’ 

The President to be responds, ‘Don’t 
worry Dad. The entire affair is going to be 
handled by the best caterer in New York. 

I’ll insure your meals are salt free. Dad, 1 
really want you to come.’ 

So Dad reluctantly agrees and on 
January 20, 2017, Susan Boudreaux is 
being sworn in as President of the United 
States. In the front row sits the new presi¬ 
dent’s Dad and Mom. Dad, noticing the 
senator sitting next to him leans over and 
whispers, ‘You see that woman over there 
with her hand on the Bible, becoming pres¬ 
ident of the United States?’ 

The senator whispers back, ‘Yes, I do.’ 

The Dad says, ‘Her brother played foot¬ 
ball at LSU!”’ 

Let me share a story that puts LSU and 
football in proper perspective. It too is 
about a very important woman who had 
been similarly overlooked. 

Jesus and his disciples were headed 
from Judea back to Galilee and he decided 
it was much shorter to go through Samaria 
than to go around this distasteful area pop¬ 
ulated by Jews who had stayed behind in 
the Exile period and who had married the 
foreign invaders, making them very impure 
in the eyes of the orthodox. They came to 
a small Samaritan village where they 
stopped to rest. Jesus, worn out from the 
trip sat down at the town well while the 
disciples went on into town to get a few 
things for lunch. 

While Jesus was sitting there, a 
Samaritan woman came to draw water 
from the well and the conversation ensued 
that was read for us by Anice earlier. Jesus 
asks for a drink. She is taken aback and 


asks, “How come you, a Jew, are asking 
me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” 

They get into a conversation about the 
difference between the water she is draw¬ 
ing and the water Jesus can offer, “Living 
water”, water that satisfies thirst forever, 
“an artesian spring within, gushing foun¬ 
tains of endless life.” The woman asks for 
the water Jesus can give so she will never 
thirst again, or ever have to come back to 
the well. 

Then Jesus throws her a curve ball. 

“Go call your husband and then come 
back.” “I have no husband.” “I know”, 
says Jesus. “You’ve had five husbands, and 
the man you’re living with now isn’t even 
your husband.” 

“Oh, so you’re a prophet!” she says. 
And then the conversation is totally divert¬ 
ed from the water issue and onto the reli¬ 
gious histories of the Jews and Samaritans, 
the proper place for worship, the proper 
way to worship, and similar questions of 
the established religious traditions of the 
day. Jesus cautions her that her back¬ 
ground and his background are not that 
important. But the important thing is to 
present our very being, our spirits and our 
true selves, in adoration of God and that is 
what constitutes true worship. 

“Well,” she says, “I don’t know about 
that but I do know that one called the 
Messiah is coming and when he comes he 
can straighten out our concerns.” “I am 
he,” said Jesus. “You don’t have to wait 
any longer.” 

About then his disciples returned with 
the lunch groceries and they were shocked 
to find him talking with this woman. “No 
one said what they were all thinking, but 
their faces showed it!” What a great way 
to say they disapproved! 

The woman took this opportunity to run 
back to town - not to hide or get away 
from these crazy Jewish men, but to tell 
everyone there, “Come see a man who 
knew all about the things 1 did, who knows 
me inside and out. Do you think this could 
be the Messiah?” And they went out to see 
for themselves. 

“Come see a man she says. 
“Come see a man...” 

In a recent meeting in Indianapolis host¬ 
ed by the Lilly Foundation for Conferences 
and organizations who have had Lilly 
grants for “Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence”, Krista Tippett, the public 
broadcast host of the program “Krista 
Tippett on Being,” asked this question of 
the audience of those who are attempting 
to raise the levels of pastoral excellence 
across the Church. “Are we going to be a 
movement of the people of God or an insti¬ 
tution?” (Repeat) 

Sound familiar? You’ve heard that a lot 
in the last year. I’ve put it this way, “We 
are an institution that would be a 
Movement.” Even public radio hosts as 
asking the question! That tells me it is 
important and relevant. 

And then Krista Tippett made a very 
profound statement, “Seminary gave us 
vocabulary, but it didn’t give us voice.” 



Gloria Lynne Youngblood and Lane 
Cotton Winn were ordained elders in 
full connection with the conference 
during the Ordination and 
Commissioning Service. 



Steven Wade Fowler and Eddie 
Carpenter had orders recognized from 
another Christian denomination and 
were accepted as members in full con¬ 
nection. 



Valerie Olson Robideaux and Carol 
Ann Civils were ordained deacons in 
full connection with the conference 
during Ordination at First UMC in 
Shreveport. 



Cathalyn Hildebrand Brewton was 
commissioned as a provisional deacon 
during the Ordination and 
Commissioning Service held the 
evening of June 6. 



See Sermon, page 6 


Edith Louise DeVilbiss, Kathy Snare Wafer, Charles Christensen, John Garrison 
Hankins and Andrew David Sutton were commissioned as provisional elders. 
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Sermon, from page 5 

So true! If there’s been any one thing 
I’ve learned since becoming a bishop it is 
that there is a big difference between 
vocabulary and voice! So, in an attempt to 
use my voice, with the vocabulary of faith, 
and in an attempt to give you encourage¬ 
ment to use your own voice in your own 
places of service, let me make a couple of 
observations about this well-known, often 
ignored, but begging for the attention of 
our voice, story. 

Jesus, as true to course, was the initiator 
of this encounter. If he had not spoken to 
the woman, she would never have spoken 
to him. It would have been one of those 
“elevator encounters”. You know the kind 
where you step on the elevator and every¬ 
one looks up at the numbers for fear some¬ 
one might speak to them or that would call 
for them to speak to another. It would have 
been quite easy for Jesus just to ignore her. 
But she had something he needed: Water. 
And he had something she needed: Living 
Water. 

They weren’t far into this theological 
and spiritual conversation when she 
slammed him with this conversation stop¬ 
per. “Oh, so you’re a prophet! Well, tell 
me this...” And she immediately leads 
him into a rabbit-chasing conversation 
about history and preservation of that histo¬ 
ry. “What about our well? What about our 
ancestry? What about you snarky Jews? “ 

Oh, how we can get sidetracked from 
the relevant into the irrelevant! How we 
can be derailed from spiritual content to 
societal content! How we can jump the 
track when someone is trying to get our 
attention with life-changing discussion! 

And the Church can be the worst place 
to be caught up in the irrelevant of any 
place I know! Here’s an example: When I 
was a boy, my mother, daddy and I went 
one night to a revival meeting held in one 
of the two churches in our little communi¬ 
ty. Let me quickly say it was not a 
Methodist Church! We had gone because 
friends had continued to invite us to come. 
They were practicing evangelism! After 
the opening songs, prayers, and purported 
welcome, the evangelist stood to preach. 
But before he preached he asked for all 
who belonged to that church to raise their 
hands. Then he asked for all who belonged 
to that denomination to raise their hands. 
Then he said, “Will all the rest of you who 
are not yet saved move over to this side of 
the aisle.” 

In the ensuing “saved vs. unsaved shuf¬ 
fle” my Dad ushered us out of the church. 

I don’t think he ever went back to that par¬ 
ticular church except to attend my piano 
recitals that were held there. 

Jesus says to the woman of Samaria, 

“the time is coming - it has, in fact, come - 
when what you’re called will not matter 
and where you go to worship will not mat¬ 
ter. It’s who you are and the way you live 
that count before God. Your worship must 
engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. 
That’s the kind of people the Father is out 
looking for: those who are simply and hon¬ 
estly themselves before him in their wor¬ 
ship. God is sheer being itself - Spirit. 
Those who worship him just do it out of 
their very being, their spirits, their true 
selves, in adoration.” 


That visiting evangelist must have never 
heard this story! He was all about protec¬ 
tion and preservation of a certain way of 
looking at the life of following Jesus. 

Do you hear the point? Christianity is 
not about preservation but about intro¬ 
duction! “Come see a man!” It is not 
about preserving our way of life and our 
understandings. But the faith of the fol¬ 
lowers of Jesus is about seeing life in a 
new way because we met a man who 
showed us something different!! It’s our 
role and responsibility simply to introduce 
people to him! 

The Samaritan woman left her water jug 
at the well, and while Jesus had a “come to 
Jesus meeting” with his disciples, she was 
on her way to town to say to the townspeo¬ 
ple, “Come see a man who knew all about 
the things I did, who knows me inside and 
out.” And they went out to see for them¬ 
selves. 

John, the gospel writer, goes on to say 
that many from the village committed 
themselves to him because of the woman’s 
witness. They asked him to stay on so they 
could learn more and he stayed an extra 
two days. Many more entrusted their lives 
to him and their last recorded statements 
are, “We’re no longer taking this on your 
say-so. We’ve heard it for ourselves and 
know it for sure. He’s the Savior of the 
world!” 

All the woman did was to introduce 
people to his presence. “Come see a man 
... Let me put you in touch with him and 
he can and will do the rest!” 

We don’t have to guard Jesus’ church 
for him! He’s big enough to take care of 
that himself. In fact, when we try and 
guard the church we are not worried about 
protecting Jesus, we’re really worried about 
protecting ourselves. Jesus can take care of 
himself! We’re the ones who are afraid 
because we don’t trust him enough to care 
for us while he also cares for them! 

It is unfortunate, un-Methodist, un- 
Wesleyan, and unnecessary to guard the 
flock. It isn’t necessary for us to conserve 
or protect the Means of Grace! Our place 
is to roll those out frequently and prolifical- 
ly so others can experience him through 
whatever Means possible! Jesus himself is 
the good shepherd and he has placed him¬ 
self across the entrance to the sheepfold 
and he can admit whoever he wants! 

“Come see a man!” That’s our role. 
Pastor’s, you do not need to be given the 
judicial authority to guard the church. 

Jesus will guard the church! Your role is to 
introduce and welcome people in that he 
might do his work! I’ve been shut out! 

I’ve been deemed unworthy and unsaved! 
God forbid 1 should convey that to some¬ 
one else! 

Ray Bowman, his real name and one of 
the true poor, came with his mother every 
Sunday to First Methodist Church (not 
“United” at that point) in Hobbs, New 
Mexico. He and she were truly the poor - - 
poor economically, poor mentally, poor 
physically, poor hygienically, and desperate 
for acceptance. They weren’t like most of 
us there, but they were part of the church 
family. 1 grew up with Ray Bowman. 

When I was in college I worked one 
summer as a volunteer with the youth and 
Ray was part of the group. He was so dis¬ 
ruptive that the regular sponsors wanted 


him banned from coming because he was 
unruly, bold, smelly and difficult. But he 
was no more difficult than were those 
sponsors! He was no more difficult than 
some of the most controlled and control¬ 
ling, most intimidating and sinfully manip¬ 
ulative, well perfumed and well-heeled and 
impossible-to-deal-with people in the 
church today. And we break our necks to 
recruit and appease them that they might 
give their stamps of approval from the 
secure confines of their Sunday school 
classes and might drop a little of their 
amassed wealth (and don’t even question 
how that came about!) into our thirsting 
coffers! When I and another college stu¬ 
dent went to the senior pastor to tell him 
what was happening, he asked the sponsors 
to step aside and let us handle the youth 
group for the summer. Ray continued to 
come and, I believe in his own limited way, 
he knew this Jesus who accepted him for 
who he was! He met the man! All we had 
to do was introduce him! 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Well, I’m 
telling you to open your eyes and take a 
good look at what’s right in front of you. 
These Samaritan fields are ripe. It’s har¬ 
vest time! ... I sent you to a harvest field 
you never worked. Without lifting a finger, 
you have walked in on a field worked long 
and hard by others.” (John 4: 34-38) 

The Samaritans committed themselves 
to Jesus because of the woman’s witness: 
“he knew all about the things I did. He 
knows me inside and out!” And so they 
asked him to stay on, which he did for two 
more days. Many more gave their lives to 
him once they heard him and met him. 

And in the end they said to the woman, 
“We’re no longer taking this on your say- 
so. We’ve heard it for ourselves and know 
it for sure. He’s the Savior of the world!” 

“Come see a man!” 

Do you see who this Samaritan woman 
has become? From an outcast gender, an 
outcast race, an outcast theology, and an 
outcast class and caste, this woman, this 
un-savable person has become the very 
symbol of liberation and change, accept¬ 
ance and desirability. The outcast who 
lives a disreputable life is being offered 
“living water” by “the Way, the Truth and 
the Life” himself! 

This woman at the well opened the door 
to all kinds of change, although it was a 
door that has taken us hundreds of years to 
pry open in our societies, and in many that 
door is not open yet! How long did it take 
for us to have women clergy? Far too 
long! How long did it take for us to elect a 
female Bishop? Far too long! How long 
did it take for us to rid ourselves of the 
racially segregated Central Jurisdiction? 

Far too long! And then how long did it 
take for us to have a cross-racial appoint¬ 
ment, with a black pastor serving an all- 
white congregation, and a white pastor 
serving an all-black congregation? Far too 
long! And now combine all of these 
changes and you get the ultimate combina¬ 
tion - a black woman Bishop! Get ready 
Louisiana!! Times they are a changing! 
And the same Savior who had a noon-time 
visit with a Samaritan woman and shocked 
his disciples by having done so is having 
similar conversations today with the out¬ 
casts and undesirables of our world and our 
shocked churches don’t respond much bet¬ 


ter than did these first disciples! 

And would you believe that 2000 years 
later we’re still trying to get this one right? 
We’re so very good at exclusion. We need 
to begin to practice inclusion! We are so 
very good at discrimination! We need help 
with color-blindness! We’re so very good 
at “our fathers and mothers did it this way 
and our uncle Jacob gave us this land, and 
this church building, and even the well that 
goes with it!” We need help with “maybe 
our way has run its course and now your 
way, Lord, a calling to ‘engage our spirits 
in the pursuit of truth’ is what matters!” 

There’s a whole lot of “mantle passing” 
we need to do and a lot of “freeing up” we 
must allow. The banquet table has been set 
before us and ALL have been invited! But 
the ones who are most interested in preser¬ 
vation have married a wife and bought a 
cow and they can’t come!! So open the 
doors! Let those on the highways and 
byways come in to sit with the master! 

Don’t preserve-Introduce!!! And 

once they have been introduced, let them 
and “the man” take it from there! Get out 
of the way! Jesus is a big boy and he will 
handle these new relationships quite well. 

He even had to fight his way out of his 
own home town to keep them from killing 
him because he told them he had come to 
preach good news to the poor, and to pro¬ 
claim release to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind and to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, and to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord! And then 
he said Elijah could have gone to many 
widows in Israel in the midst of the great 
drought that resulted in famine over all the 
land, but Elijah wasn’t sent to any of them, 
but to a widow in Zarephath, or “Sarepta” 
(sound familiar?), in the land of Sidon; and 
there were many lepers in Israel in the time 
of Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, 
but only Na’aman the Syrian. (Luke 4: 18- 
30) God wasn’t about preserving! God 
was about introducing! And they were 
filled with anger and tried to throw him 
headfirst off a cliff! But he passed through 
them and went away. Whenever we try to 
introduce the most challenging of Jesus’ 
teachings we still get push-back and con¬ 
demnation! 

Is all of this dangerous teaching? Is it 
unsavory? Yes it is! It got the one who 
taught it killed eventually. And it may get 
some of us, including me, in trouble today! 
But fear not, we are in good company! And 
our role today still is to introduce everyone 
we can to this very teacher!! 

“Come see a man!!!” 

On May 21, 2011 the latest predicted 
eschaton, or end of the world, was to have 
happened. A great earthquake was to begin 
the horrible destruction that would lead to 
the final end of the world as we know it. 
The day came and went with no apprecia¬ 
ble natural disasters. So, we ho-hummed 
the next morning and said, “Wasn’t that 
interesting?” But we didn’t get out quite 
that easily. We’re still here! And that 
means one main thing to the faithful —we 
still have to deal with “him!” And he is 
challenging us to the core of our very way 
of being and begging us to move beyond 
preservation of the past to introduction to 
the future. 

“A Louisiana senior citizen drove his 

See Sermon, page 8 
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The 2011 class of clergy retirees was pictured prior to the ‘Passing of the Mantle’ 
service held in the Gold Dome on Centenary’s campus Wednesday morning of 
annual conference. They are, seated, Revs. Lyndle Bullard, Letty Strawbridge, 
Yvonne Dayries, Glorious Wright, Wanda Smith, Barbara Murray, Cathy Carlson 
and, standing, Gene Faurie, Bob Burgess, James Graham, Will Andress, Hubert 
Debo, William Jones Sr., Ken Norton and Mickey Stringfield. 



Delegates elected for the 2012 General Conference include (standing) Lay 
Delegates, Carolyn Dove, Many; Pete Aguila, Baton Rouge; Olivia Pruett, Sulphur; 
Buzzy Anding, Baton Rouge; and Dr. Sarah Kreutziger, New Orleans. Clergy 
Delegates are (seated) the Revs. Bernie Johnson, Baton Rouge; Larry Miller, 
Baton Rouge; Pat Day, Shreveport; Andy Goff, New Orleans; and Ellen Alston, 
Alexandria. The Rev. Alston serves as head of the delegation. The 2012 United 
Methodist Church Conference will be held April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. 



Delegates elected for Jurisdictional Conference include (standing) Lay Alternates 
Henry Stamper, Baton Rouge; and Dr. Anita Crump, New Orleans. Lay Delegates 
are Rob Fairly, Baton Rouge; Tim Hebert, Houma; Rachel Scott, Shreveport; Dr. 
Terrel DeVille, Ruston; and Edna Hickman, Baton Rouge. Clergy Alternates are 
(seated) the Revs. Lynn Malone, Ruston; and Juan Huertas, Baton Rouge. Clergy 
Delegates are the Revs. Ramona Lynn Bethley, New Orleans; Don Avery, 
Shreveport; Fred Wideman, Baton Rouge; and Katie McKay Simpson, Baton 
Rouge. Larry Stafford, Monroe, was not available for the picture. The 2012 South 
Central Jurisdictional Conference is slated for July 18-21 in Oklahoma City. 


Address, from page 3 

serving x /i time or above. Currently this 
retirement benefit is available to those 
serving % time and above. Here’s what that 
would mean practically: Today, the 
Denominational Average Compensation for 
pension purposes is $61,716. Under our 
current plan a frill time pastor with 40 
years of service would receive $30,858 per 
year for retirement. Under the proposed 
plan, this same pastor would receive 
“$24,686 in annual retirement, for a reduc¬ 
tion of $6.172 per year. 

In addition to the Defined Benefit plan, 
there is the CRSP Defined Contribution 
Plan. Currently this is set at 3% of the 
Denominational Average Compensation. It 
is paid entirely by the local church or the 
extension ministry to which a pastor is 
appointed. In the new proposal, the amount 
of contribution would stay at 3% ONLY if 
the clergy person contributes 1% of their 
plan compensation themselves. In other 
words, this will be a sharing of cost 
between the individual pastor and the 
church. That will be new. 

Several other proposals are being con¬ 
sidered that will limit the duration of the 
treatment of some disabilities, will increase 
the amount of time one must serve before 
being eligible for death benefits, and will 
institute a flat death benefit in place of one 
that increases with the rise in the 
Denominational Average Compensation. 
These proposals are an effort to make all 
benefits affordable and sustainable into the 
future. 

Clergy salaries and benefits are causing 
increasing difficulty in sustaining full-time 
appointments. As 1 mentioned earlier, in 
the past 2 1/2 years we have lost some 30 
full time appointments in Louisiana, and 
that is greatly attributable to unsustainable 
costs related to a full time pastor. 

Let me quickly state, “Pastors earn 
every cent they are paid.” There is no ques¬ 
tion about that. Many are actually on the 
poverty level bubble as far as the amount 
of their Winn-Dixie money at that! My 
heart goes out and my hat comes off to you 
who are working at the minimum levels! 
But all of us see the dilemma. We cannot 
continue to have shrinking churches and 
escalating salaries and have viable congre¬ 
gations with full time pastoral leadership. 
We don’t want to balance the shrinking 
budgets on the backs of clergy benefits, but 
we also do not want clergy benefits to 
make a church unable to survive. 

Health Insurance is another battle we 
are continually facing as far as sustainabili¬ 
ty of what we currently provide. There is 
no prediction regarding health insurance 
other than increasing costs. Right now we 
seem to be stable in our income vs. our 
outflow. But that has not always been the 
case, and without a continued rise in the 
amount billed for health insurance, we will 
not be able to even sustain what we have at 
the current levels. 

Let me bring the 2011 Episcopal 
Address to a close with some exciting 
thoughts for the future: 

Laity Retreat 

There will be a laity retreat next spring 
in which Dr. Gil Rendle will be sharing 
with the laity all the many exciting things 
he has been sharing with the Extended 


Cabinet, the Strategic Vitality Task Force, 
The Bi-Annual Clergy gathering “Tending 
our Lives”, and with the general church in 
various settings. The dates for that retreat 
are March 16-17, 2012.1 would love to see 
the Wesley Center absolutely packed to 
overflowing with laity from across the 
Conference who are saying, “We’re ready 
for the new day.” 

The beginning of a year of Ministry 
with the Poor 

The theme of our Conference is 
“Ministry with the Poor.” We are in for an 
exciting time as we hear from Jorge 
Acevedo, our teacher/preacher for this 
Conference. We have already experienced 
a very successful “Day of Caring” that 
reached out across Louisiana with a min¬ 
istry of care and concern. We will be 
receiving your commitments for ministry 
and money for the coming year as our 
offering on Tuesday night. It should be a 
year unlike any other in our recent history 
when we intentionally work alongside and 
“with” the poor to make our state and 
world a better place. 

New recruiting and training for our 
leaders of today and tomorrow 

The new “Awakening” event, a week¬ 
end of discernment for 16-18 year olds is 
one of the most exciting new academies on 
our calendar. The first one this past January 
had some 30 youth from across our 
Conference in attendance. Look out 
Louisiana when these outstanding young 
people enter the ranks of our clergy and 
our lay leadership! They won’t take “yes¬ 
terday’s news” as their mantra. They will 
blaze their own trails in response to God’s 
call. 

And there is the new LEAP program 
(Leadership Excellence Advancement 
Program) being offered by the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana for pas¬ 
tors who have already served 5 years as an 
ordained clergyperson, and who have at 
least 15 more years to serve. Under the 
guidance of Reverend Janice Virtue, a lead¬ 
ership consultant and educator, this pro¬ 
gram promises to give our clergy in these 
specific service ranges new energy, expert¬ 
ise, and commitment to growing a more 
vital church in Louisiana. Our first class 
will be announced on August 15, 2011 and 
will begin their two year course in learning 
on September 26, 2011. Clergy, you have 
until June 15 to get your applications in! 
This will be a “first class” course in 
Leadership and 1 urge you to take advan¬ 
tage of it. 

Our Disaster Recovery Ministry that has 
occupied almost all of our energy and 
attention since 2005 is indeed coming to an 
end. That is barring any new disasters that 
might visit us! We will be part of a final 
Hoorah! On Wednesday of this week! 

What a journey it has been! 

And here’s just one for the road: Think 
what we could do if we had a fund that 
was designated to help pay for the place¬ 
ment of newly graduated clergy in some 
very specific “teaching churches” where 
they would be mentored by effective 
Senior Pastors and by leading lay women 
and men who know what it means to be a 
vital and alive church. If we could take our 
graduating seminarians and place them in 
some prepared learning settings such as our 

See Address, pages 
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most vital and creative churches, think 
what that practical experience would do 
for them and for the churches they would 
serve into the future! Oh, it would indeed 
be a great gift to Christ’s Holy Church! 

When someone with that vision steps 
up to the plate and says, “I’d like to help 
get that fund started”, it will be a blessed 
new day for Louisiana United Methodism. 
I’d love to speak with you if you or some¬ 
one you know has that nudging call from 
God to step forward. 

Finally, let me speak just a word about 
the delegate elections that we will have for 
the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. Louisiana has been a model 
Conference in the make-up of the delega¬ 
tions you send to these very important pol¬ 
icy-setting conferences. Our delegations 
have been inclusive of gender, of age, of 
racial identity, of theological position, and 
sociological background. When you see 
our delegation, you see a representative 
face of Louisiana United Methodism. As 
we prepare ourselves to vote once again, I 
ask that you prayerfully consider the 
makeup of the delegation. I pray you will 
continue to make it inclusive and represen¬ 
tative, as well as competent, committed, 
and consecrated to the task before them. 
This is no place for a popularity contest, 
but it is the place where the dedicated ser¬ 
vants of God can be selected to go and do 
the draining, difficult, and demanding 
work of ten non-stop days in Tampa, 
Florida after they have spent the better part 
of a year reading volumes, meeting in 
preparation, listening to the desires of col¬ 
leagues, and praying fervently for 
Almighty God’s direction. 

The legislation that comes before this 
General Conferenced will have major 
impact on the future of the United 
Methodist Church and of our strength for 
the work of Christ’s Kingdom. And the 
election of a new Episcopal leader for 
Louisiana, which will happen at the 
Jurisdictional Conference in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, will be crucial to the 
ongoing work of the Annual Conference. I 
don’t want to dwell on this point. You 
know what I am asking you to do. Please 
let the Holy Spirit inform and guide your 
actions as you seek for those who can best 
represent our Conference in this important 
work. 

And that brings to a close this version 
of the Episcopal Address! It’s been a spe¬ 
cial joy sharing it this year. You are a 
superb Annual Conference and you do 
exceptional work! We have leaders, both 
lay and clergy, who are second to none! I 
am absolutely humbled and thrilled to be 
given the privilege to serve with you in 
Christ’s ministry. Thankyou once again, for 
incorporating Kay and me into your lives 
and for making us part of your faith jour¬ 
ney. We are indeed blessed beyond all 
measure. 

I close with this prayer of Teresa of 
Avila: 

“Let nothing upset you, let nothing 
frighten you, everything is changing; God 
alone is changeless. Patience attains the 
goal. Who has God lacks nothing; God 
alone fills all our needs.” Amen and Amen 


Sermon, from page 6 

brand new Corvette convertible out of the 
dealership. Taking off down the road, he 
floored it to 80 mph, enjoying the wind 
blowing through what little hair he had left. 

‘Amazing,’ he thought as he flew down 
1-20, pushing the pedal to the metal even 
more. 

Looking in his rear view mirror, he saw 
the highway patrol behind him, blue lights 
flashing and siren blaring. He floored it to 
100 mph, then 110, then 120. Suddenly he 
thought, ‘What am I doing? I’m too old 
for this,’ and pulled over to await the 
Trooper’s arrival. 

Pulling in behind him, the Trooper 
walked up to the Corvette, looked at his 
watch and said, ‘Sir, my shift ends in 30 
minutes. Today is Friday, ff you can give 
me a reason for speeding that I’ve never 
heard before, I’ll let you go.’ 

The old gentleman paused, then said, 
‘Years ago, my wife ran off with a 
Louisiana State Trooper. I thought you 
were bringing her back!” 

‘Have a good day, Sir,’ replied the 
Trooper.” 

Well, people. I’m bringing Him back! 
“Come see a man!!” And I’m saying to 
everyone here, we, clergy and laity alike, 
ought to be about bringing Him back! 


“Come see a man!!” He will change our 
very beings and our lives. He will change 
our church! He will change our relation¬ 
ships! He will change everything about us. 

It’s not about whether I know how to 
balance my checkbook or not, but it’s 
about whether I know how to love my 
neighbor who has no bank account to bal¬ 
ance. It’s not about whether my children 
get to go on a ski trip, or a summer mission 
trip. It’s about whether they know Jesus 
the man. It’s not about whether I have a 
latte or a Frappuccino at the church cafe! 
It’s about whether I can drink the cup he 
drank which can contain some pretty bitter 
and disappointing ingredients. 

“Come see a man!!” 

It’s not about technology - It’s about 
theology. It’s not about whether I have a 
legitimate birth certificate - it’s about 
whether I have been bom again! It’s not 
about whether I agree with you or whether 
you agree with me - it’s about whether we 
submit to Him and whether we both agree 
with Him! 

“Come see a man!!” 

It’s not about tweets - it’s about “twust” 
(thank you Tweety!). Are our hearts “twit¬ 
ter pated” with his joy and his mystery, or 
are we just “twitter pated” in the head?! 

It’s not about football - it’s about foot 
washing! It’s not about the death penalty - 


it’s about giving life and giving it abun¬ 
dantly! It’s not about capitalism - it’s 
about becoming a captive. 

In the words of Tom Brokaw, “It will do 
us little good to wire the world if we short 
circuit our souls.” (From a commencement 
address, “Celebrate the Common Cause of 
Restoring Economic Justice and True 
Value”) 

“Come see a man!!” I’m bringing him 
back!! But he never really left! We left 
him! And when we return to him he will 
fling open his arms, draw the water from 
his own deep well and will quench our rag¬ 
ing thirsts with the sweetness of his unfath¬ 
omable grace! 

Oh! Come see a man! 

Oh! Go show a man! 

Oh! Go serve a man 

Oh! Bring him back! 

Bring him back! Bring him back! 

Prayer: 

“Like the woman at the well I was seek¬ 
ing for things that could not satisfy; and 
then I heard my savior speaking; “Draw 
from my well that never shall run dry.” 

Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up Lord. 

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul. 
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no 
more; fill my cup, fill it up and make me 
whole.” 

(Richard Blanchard, 1959) 


Why Gift Annuities Are Still 
An Important Piece of the Puzzle 
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Most of us have concerns about living 
longer in retirement. It is increasingly 
difficult to find reliable ways to secure 
a dependable income. 

A charitable gift annuity remains an 
attractive option to lock in future 
income and make a thoughtful gift to 
your United Methodist Church at the 
same time. 

You receive an immediate income 
tax deduction, and a portion of 
the income you receive may be 
considered tax-free. 
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Call us to find out more! 

(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.5 

80 

7.5 

85 

8.4 

90+ 

9.8 


*Two-life rates are lower. 




















For daily minutes, pho¬ 
tos and complete infor¬ 
mation from the 2011 
La. Annual Conference 
in Shreveport, visit the 
conference website at 
www.la-umc.org 
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Vital Christian Vagabonds 


LAITY ADDRESS 
DR. SARAH S. KREUTZIGER 
LOUISIANA CONFERENCE LAY LEADER 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2011 
LOUISIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

Good Morning. Bishop Hutchinson, Dr. 

Cottrill, Dr. Miller, members of the Annual 
Conference, sisters and brothers in Christ, the 
report of the Conference Board of Laity starts on 
page 70 and concludes on page 79 of the Pre- 
Conference Report. 

A pastor was preaching up a storm as he pro¬ 
claimed with great enthusiasm, “Brothers and sis¬ 
ters, let the church crawl!” 

An old timer sitting on the front pew was 
equally enthusiastic, “Amen, preacher. Let the 
church crawl!” 

With even greater enthusiasm, the preacher 
responded, “Let the church walk!” 

“Amen, responded the brother on the front pew, 
“Let the church walk!” 

The preacher called out even louder, “Let the 
church run!” 

“Amen,” hollered back the same man, “Let it 
run!” 

The preacher then practically shouted, “Let the 
church fly!” 

“Amen, preacher let it fly!!” 

“But to let the church fly, said the preacher, we 
need more money.” Dead silence.. .then the words, 
“Let the church walk, preacher, let the church 
walk.” 

This familiar joke came to mind recently when 
our Church Council selected our church profde 
from the four choices presented by the Extended 
Cabinet for each of our congregations. Each pro¬ 
file seemed weakly analogous to the four cate¬ 
gories that the excited pastor was advocating: 
churches that are crawling or barely making it; 
churches that are walking and trying to get up 
enough steam to run again; churches that are run¬ 
ning even if at times they may only be running in 
place; and churches that are flying high because of 
their success as vital congregations. 

It’s all-good though, because in whichever cat¬ 
egory one’s congregation finds itself, it fits some¬ 
where within Scriptural images of MOVEMENT. 
Biblical story after Biblical story details the 
nomadic journeys of our spiritual ancestors in 
heart, mind, and body. 

Our Old Testament heroes are always on the 
move. Adam and Eve leave Eden; Noah pilots an 
ark; Jacob flees his brother; Abraham, Sarah, and 
Joseph go to Egypt; Moses leaves Egypt and 
heads to the Promised Land; Ruth follows Naomi; 
David herds sheep; Elijah runs from Jezebel; 
Daniel is forced to go to Babylon; Jonah flees 
from Nineveh (and travels back in a Big Fish); 

See Laity Adress, page 6 



Dr. Sarah S. Kreutziger, conference lay leader, delivers the Laity Address dur¬ 
ing the 2011 La. Annual Conference held in the Gold Dome at Centenary 
College in Shreveport. Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Rev. Don Cottrill 
look on as Kreutziger speaks. 
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Update from the 
2011 La. Annual 
Outcome of task 


BY REV. DON COTTRILL 

The 2010 Louisiana Conference ses¬ 
sion approved the formation of three task 
forces to consider three vital concerns of 
the Annual Conference. The session 
authorized the appointment of the task 
forces by Bishop Hutchinson. They were 
asked to report their findings to the 2011 
session of the Annual Conference. Each 
of the task forces presented a report in 
the Pre-Conference reports prepared and 
distributed prior to the convening of the 
Conference session. The Conference 
was presented with these and a verbal 
report from the task force chairpersons 
for consideration and action. 

A synopsis of these reports and the 
action taken by the Conference is out¬ 
lined below: 

Multi-Cultural Ministries Task 
Force 

The Multi-Cultural Ministries Task 
Force was charged with the task of 
reviewing the current Conference 
response and possible future responses to 
multi-cultural concerns within Louisiana. 
Consideration included the areas of local 
church support, training, resources, pro¬ 
motion of specific ministry needs related 
to multi-cultural, plans for promotion and 
support (financial and otherwise) of 
existing and future multi-cultural min¬ 
istries, and staffing. The recommenda¬ 
tion of the task force was to utilize the 
written report to help guide the work of 
the task force in the next year by identi¬ 
fying four areas: Leadership, Resources, 
Advocacy, and Accountability as the 
basis of multicultural ministries in the 
Conference and the basis of any leader¬ 
ship on the part of the conference as we 
resource this area of ministry. The task 
force recommended and the Conference 
session approved another year to do 
more research. A final report is to come 
to the 2012 session of Conference. 
Campus Ministries and the 
Wesley Center 

This task force was asked to review 
the current ministries of the three region¬ 
al Conference camps, especially in rela¬ 
tion to the concern for camping for chil¬ 
dren and youth. This was done in light 
of the question as to the need for the 
Wesley Center to provide children and 
youth facilities and programming. The 
task force recommended that the three 
regional camps continue to provide the 


Conference: 
force reports 

camping program¬ 
ming for children 
and youth, that there 
be consideration for 
current and future 
facilities at the 
Wesley Center to be 
adaptable to children 
and youth needs, but 
not designed solely 
for their use, that there be a youth pres¬ 
ence on the Board of Directors of the 
Wesley Center, and that there be a more 
coordinated approach to camping min¬ 
istries in the Annual Conference. These 
were recommendations and not specific 
proposals to be considered. A motion 
was made and approved by the 
Conference that directed the Conference 
Ministry Team to appoint a Camping 
Task Force to coordinate this ministry. 
Church Extension and 
Transformation Task Force 
This task force was asked to consider 
the current Conference programming 
related to new church development and 
to consider possible option for our future 
response. There were specific recom¬ 
mendations that were presented to the 
Conference members in regard to this 
issue. There was lengthy conversation, 
clarification, and debate on the recom¬ 
mendations. The Conference approved 
the following recommendations: 1. It is 
recommended that there be a full time 
Conference director of Church Extension 
(the goal is to fill this position by June of 
2012), and that it is recommended that 
the director should be a part of the 
appointive Cabinet. The Bishop is to 
appoint a team to redevelop the ministry 
description and responsibilities of the 
director; 2. The Conference approved 
establishing new congregations as the top 
Missional priority of the Conference, that 
the Bishop, Provost, and District 
Superintendents use all available time 
and resources to promote the top 
Missional priority of the Conference, and 
that every lay and clergy member of the 
Conference commit to praying daily and 
working tirelessly in fulfilling our top 
Missional priority; and 3. Beginning with 
the 2013 budget, the CFA will begin 
increasing the church extension budget 
by at least 12.5% annually until Church 
Extension funding reaches 10% of the 
Conference budget. 



Rev. Don Cottrill 


Clergy spouse event held June 6 



More than 75 attended the Clergy Spouse Luncheon held at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport during the 2011 Louisiana Annual Conference. 


Those remembered at Memorial Service held 

Sunday, June 5 at 2011 La. Annual Conference 

Clergy 

Clergy Spouses 

Nathan T. Avant, Jr. 

Charlsie M. Barabin 

Wilson H. Brent 

Mary Ann Boggs 

Joe Brown, Jr. 

Patricia D. Corley 

Raymond M. Crofoot 

Muriel J. Davis 

Nathan Daniels, Jr. 

Helen C. Koelemay 

Howard D. Ellzey 

Evelyn H. Lowe 

Brady B. Forman 

Janelle G. McCammon 

Marie J. Kennedy 

Betty G. Moore 

F. Loretta Lampkin 

Lynella C. Scarf 

Chang K. Lee 

Margie S. Shaw 

Eddie E. Morgan 

Wesley C. Reagan 

Ira M. Robinson 

Daniel W. Tohline 

Dan Washington, Jr. 
William G. Wilson 
Thomas A. Wilson 

Mattie Lee Smith 
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Chase Bascio enjoys the interactive texting allowed during a church service held at Morning Star Church in O’Fallon, Mo. The topic of the service he attends is called, ‘There’s an 
App for that - the Storms of Life.” The Rev. Mike Schreiner, lead pastor at Morning Star Church in O’Fallon, Mo., addresses questions and concerns texted by his congregants 
during a service. 


Church includes texting as part of the interactive worship experience 


BY JOEY BUTLER 

O’FALLON, Mo. (UMNS)—Most pas¬ 
tors would be upset if they looked up from 
their sermon notes to find most of the con¬ 
gregants texting on their phones. For the 
Rev. Mike Schreiner of Morning Star 
Church in O’Fallon, Mo., that’s just part of 
weekly worship. Schreiner invites church¬ 
goers to text him questions during his ser¬ 
mons, be it clarification of a point he made 
or some other topic. 

“We’ve seen everything from, ‘Did 
Pastor Mike forget to shave?’ to things 
from John Wesley’s theology,” said Mitch 
Aldridge, Morning Star’s associate music 
director. 

Aldridge collects the questions as they 
come in and forwards the most relevant 
ones to Schreiner’s onstage laptop. 

If Schreiner doesn’t get to questions, the 
senders receive a reply thanking them for 
their text and reminding them they are 
always welcome to talk to the pastor after 
the service or during the week. 


“That way people know, ‘My text was 
seen.’ They don’t feel unvalued,” Aldridge 
said. 

Schreiner began inviting texting during 
the sermon about three years ago after his 
music director saw it done at another 
church as a one-time opportunity. 

While admitting apprehension at first, 
he said, “We’ve always tried to take things 
that are happening currently in culture and 
ask how we can use those here in the serv¬ 
ice.” 

Schreiner always has sought input from 
his congregation. He gathers focus groups 
to evaluate the past year’s sennons and 
asks for questions from church members 
before crafting his sermons. 

“This was just the next logical step of 
real-speed, real-time interaction and 
engagement with the church family.” 

But he notes that it was unusual when 
they had to get rid of the sign that asked 
people to please turn off their cell phones 
before the service. 


Church member Crystal Orf has been at 
Morning Star for three years and finds the 
texting appealing. 

“I think it’s so cool because it’s so 
advanced that I’m OK with asking anyone 
of any age to come check out my church 
and I know they’re going to love it,” she 
said. 

Teenager Chase Bascio finds the experi¬ 
ence so much different from the stem looks 
he’s received in the past if he had his phone 
out in church. 

“About 95 percent of the time, a teenag¬ 
er has their phone in their hand. So if 
they’re in church and they’re being told, 
‘Use your phone,’ a lot of teens are going 
to like that; they’re going to want to come 
to church more often,” Bascio said. 

While the practice has proven wildly 
popular with young people, they’re not 
alone. 

“There are people in their 40s, 50s, 60s 
and 70s who’ve texted me,” Schreiner said. 


Culturally relevant 

Morning Star began as a church plant in 
1999, and Schreiner said the congregation 
consisted of “just me and my family.” 

Since then, Morning Star has been the 
fastest-growing new United Methodist 
Church start in the state of Missouri and 
now serves as a model for other new 
church starts. It now averages 2,200 in 
worship at four services. 

The pastor attributes the church’s suc¬ 
cess to staying culturally relevant but 
grounded in “the eternal truths of God.” 

“We’re preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but we’re making it relevant to how 
people are living Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday out there. 

“In worship, the texting is just a strategy 
of people engaging,” Schreiner said. 
“Instead of us being the professionals that 
figure it all out, the idea of letting folks 
know the church is the people. This is your 
church.” 



Oakdale, Glenmora and Pine Prairie UMCs joined forces with volunteers from Texas to do home repairs for the elderly in their communities. Pictured top left are, back row, Sarah 
Shoemaker, Oakdale UMC Council President; Nancy McCulloch, Glenmora UMC Council President; and Rev. Mark Strickland, pastor for the Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 
charge. On the front row are Rev. Kissa Vaughn, Program Director; Lillian Fenstermaker, Oakdale UMC Lay Leader; and Rev. Leslie Byrd. 


Pine Prairie UMCs make home repairs with Texas youth mission group 


Oakdale, Glenmora and 

Almost 100 youth and adults from 
the Central Texas Conference Youth in 
Mission (CTCYM) arrived in Oakdale on 
June 11 to make repairs on homes of the 
elderly and underprivileged. CTCYM is a 
ministry of the United Methodist Church in 
Central Texas. The work, done in coopera¬ 
tion with United Methodist churches in 
Oakdale, Glenmora and Pine Prairie, is part 


of a larger effort of more than 1,800 youth 
working in Louisiana this summer. 

Projects have included building wheel¬ 
chair ramps, re-working and repairing 
porches, re-screening windows, painting 
and minor roofing work for structures 
affected by natural disasters or which had 
fallen into disrepair. The group worked in 
the Oakdale-Glenmora area from June 13- 


17. This summer they made history for 
themselves by designing and building a 92’ 
long wheelchair ramp for a house located 
near Kinder. 

The CTCYM group brings together 
youth and adults who live, eat, work and 
worship together in centers hosted by local 
churches. Their work creates an upswing in 
the local economy because they shop local¬ 


ly for building materials, groceries, at local 
produce stands and during this hot, 
Louisiana summer, they special-order large 
quantities of ice. The mission is funded by 
the fees paid by participants to attend and 
by donations made by supportive mission- 
minded individuals. The youth hold fund 
raisers during the year in order to join the 
mission team. 
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Local churches reach out to the poor with ‘A Day of Caring’ 



Mt. Vernon UMC - Gray 


Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church in Gray, La. prepared 300 meals for senior citi¬ 
zens throughout the community during “A Day of Caring,” the May 14 conference-wide 
outreach to those living in poverty. During “Feed our Sheep,” the meals were delivered 
to the elderly. Church members are pictured with residents of Bayou Towers assisted 
living facility in Houma, La. Volunteers delivered meals and sang songs with their new 
friends. Rev. Joseph Holland shared a message of hope during the event, which was 
coordinated by Salina James. 



St. Peter UMC - Donaldsonville 


St. Peter United Methodist Church in Donaldsonville held a community meal which was 
attended by nearly 100 people from the surrounding area. A church volunteer is shown 
bringing in supplies to prepare the meal of white beans, Dirty Rice, salad and dessert 
that was served at the church. During the event, visitors received a hearty meal, infor¬ 
mation about St. Peter UMC, and a warm welcome. A banner promoting the event and 
church members standing in front of the church to invite passers by helped to create 
the large crowd. Rev. Gaynell R. Simon serves as pastor for St. Peter UMC and St. 
James UMC in Convent. 

David Haas Memorial - Bunkie 



Asbury UMC - Clinton 


Asbury UMC in Clinton held a community meal during “A Day of Caring.” Mr. Conrad, 
Darrell Harrell, Anthony Harrell and Evelyn Chriss are shown, top, making preparations 
for the event. Asbury also recently hosted a successful Vacation Bible School at the 
church, pictured bottom. Rev. Gregg McClay serves as pastor. 





For the May 14 conference-wide “Day 
of Caring,” David Haas Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Bunkie held a rum¬ 
mage sale in support of “Nothing But 
Nets.” 

A total of $2,750 was raised to support 
the United Methodist initiative which funds 
the purchase of treated bed nets that help to 
prevent malaria in third world countries. 

The church also has ongoing efforts that 


benefit those in need. A communion offer¬ 
ing taken every first Sunday is used to sup¬ 
port the purchase of food and other essen¬ 
tials for those living in poverty in the com¬ 
munity. 

One of the church’s Sunday school 
classes collects funds to help persons in 
immediate need of housing and care. The 
fund is called “Unto the Least of These.” 


St. James UMC - Convent 

St. James UMC in Convent served close to 100 during their community meal held dur¬ 
ing “A Day of Caring.” Everyone helped with the preparations,above, including the chil¬ 
dren of the church. Church members passed out flyers publicizing the event, which was 
even attended by members of the local police and postal departments. Guests enjoyed 
an inspirational video and singing groups. ‘Church members were so excited, they’ve 
decided they want to try to hold this kind of event on a quarterly basis,” said Rev. 
Gaynell Simon, pastor. 
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Bethel UMC - Bethel 


Palestine UMC - Ball 



Four young people from Bethel United 
Methodist Church (Alexandria District) 
recently chose to be baptized by immer¬ 
sion. Rev. Flenry Blount, former pastor of 
Bethel UMC, performed the baptisms. “It 
was a solemn occasion, and a moment I 


will cherish,” wrote Rev. Blount, who is 
pictured immersing Alexandra Goodman. 
The other candidates for baptism were 
Ethan Dezendorf, Quinton Dezendorf and 
Jeffrey Fain. 


Munholland UMC - Metairie 



Munholland United Methodist Church in Metairie held Vacation Bible School June 13-17 
for 115 participants. The kids, along with 73 volunteers, had an amazing time at the 
‘Shake It Up Cafe.” 


Haughton UMC - Haughton 

The United Methodist Women of 
Haughton UMC recently hosted a Spring 
style show and luncheon in the Fellowship 
Hall at the church. A total of 76 tickets 
were sold for the fundraiser. 

Door prizes for the event were donated 
by 16 local businesses and church mem¬ 
bers. 

Earlier this year, Sandy LaFatta served 
as speaker during the installation of the 
new officers for Haughton UMW. 

During the installation, Marie Trosclair 
was recognized as a charter member of the 
UMW. Trosclair has been a member of the 
organization since the 1940’s. 


Look for more pictures and stories from 

‘A Day of Caring” 

in the July 22, 2011 edition of the Louisiana Now!, including 

Amite United Methodist Church in Amite 
First United Methodist Church in Hammond 
Magnolia United Methodist Church in Thibodeaux 
St. Lukes United Methodist Church in New Orleans 



The children of Palestine United Methodist Church in Ball collected $765 for ‘SEW 
Much Comfort.” The organization provides wounded service members with free adap¬ 
tive clothing. 

First UMC - Berwick 



First United Methodist Church in 
Berwick elected officers for United 
Methodist Women’s unit earlier this year. 


The group, led by Flavia Lodrigue, 
meets regularly to implement mission and 
service to the church and the community. 


Sarah Schoeffler award presented 



Rev. James Graham, chair of the 
Louisiana Conference Board of Church 
and Society, presented the 2011 Sarah 
Schoeffler Award to Catherine Blake 
Bowden on June 19 at St. Paul United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport, Bowden’s 
home church. The Sarah Schoeffler Award 
is presented annually by the Board of 
Church and Society to a person who best 
demonstrates a commitment to serve oth¬ 
ers. Catherine and her brother Mark Blake 


were inspired to take on the mantle of serv¬ 
ice to others from their parents Frank and 
Bessie Blake. “Catherine is a living exam¬ 
ple of a person who is working with the 
poor of our society in order to make a dif¬ 
ference in the lives of other people,” said 
Rev. Graham. Pictured are Rev. Beverly 
Connelly, pastor for St. Paul UMC; Edgar 
Bowden, Catherine’s husband; Bowden; 
Mark Blake; Angelinca Blake, Mark’s 
daughter; and Rev. Graham. 
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Laity Address, from page i 

and several of the prophets journey every¬ 
where. . .all as God-seeking wanderers. 

As Bishop Will Willimon reminds us, 
the story of Israel can be read as a record 
“of our repeated attempts to get to God” 
(Why Jesus? 2010, p. 101) no matter our 
planned earthly destination. 

Movement gets even more kinetic in the 
New Testament. Jesus is bom on a trip to 
Bethlehem, rides as a baby into Egypt, 
astounds his elders on a visit to Jerusalem, 
and spends his entire ministry itinerating. 
He even reminds us in Matthew 8:20 that 
he has no place even to lay his head. Again, 
from Bishop Willimon: “All the gospels 
present Jesus on a continual road trip— 
God in motion, urgently making a way to 
us in defeat of the desert in which we wan¬ 
der. ... if you want to know about Jesus,” 
he says, “if you want to know him, you 
have to meet him on the road” (Ibid. 2010, 

pp. 1-2). 

That very conjunction produced the 
Methodist Movement—note the word, 
“movement”—the year after John Wesley’s 
Aldersgate Experience. As he wrote in his 
diary dated April 2, 1739, “at four in the 
afternoon, I submitted to be more vile (2 
Sam.6: 22) and proclaimed in the highways 
the glad tidings of salvation, speaking from 
a little eminence in a ground adjoining the 
city to about three thousand people...” 
(How Great a Flame. Logan, J. 2005, p. 

16.) John Wesley left the building, met 
Jesus on the road, and opened the door into 
the church for millions. 

The General Church recently hired 
research consultants to determine how to 
reopen those doors. The consultants sur¬ 
veyed over 32,000 United Methodist 
churches to find 5,000 that they described 
as “vital congregations.” They named four 
“drivers” of church vitality. 

The drivers are (1) effective preachers, 
(2) strongly engaged laity, (3) lots of small 
groups, and (4) blended worship. 1 am 
grateful for their findings but would like to 
suggest that truly vital congregations—and 
Bishop Hutchinson says we have many of 
the best—also develop vital Christian 
vagabonds; i.e., Jesus-followers ready and 
willing to leave the confines of our archi¬ 
tectural boxes to spread the Good News of 
Salvation—just as Wesley did—to the 
overly comfortable, the self-satisfied hedo¬ 
nists, the sophisticated secularist, the know- 
it-all nabobs, and the under-churched hyp¬ 
ocrites living right outside our doors—and 
sometimes inside them as well. 

And once out of the church buildings, 
the “Vital Christian Vagabonds,” just as the 
ones in our congregations do already, leam 
what the inner city poor can teach us. Vital 
Christian Vagabonds work for justice 
beside the victims of violence and hatred; 
Vital Christian Vagabonds intervene posi¬ 
tively in the lives of substance abusers and 
other refugees from pain; and Vital 
Christian Vagabonds transform buildings 
into recovery centers for those seeking 
sanctuary from high winds, fire, and water 
as well as other forms of natural or human- 
made disasters. 

Above all, Vital Christian Vagabonds 
stand with Jesus in the gap between the 
deep needs of the world and our response 
to them in our ministry to the hungry and 
thirsty, in our ministry to the stranger and 
the naked, and in our ministry to the sick 


and those in prison (Mt. 25:35-36). 

The great English writer, Samuel 
Johnson, had this to say about the Father of 
Methodism, “I hate to meet John Wesley. 
The dog enchants me with his conversation 
and then breaks away to see some old 
woman” (Endless Line of Splendor. 
Luccock and Garrison, 1992, p. 21). Our 
restless leader of “God’s Calvary” (Ibid. p. 
26) was never content to be idle when 
Christ was calling him, just as he calls us, 
into action. If one is a United Methodist, 
then EVERY day is a “Day of Caring. “ 

Your Conference Board of Laity has 
heard this call to action and is putting feet 
to the mutual goal of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ in partnership with each other 
and with our clergy. We decided this year 
to work more forcefully on united initia¬ 
tives as a team, instead of operating simply 
as a reporting agency for various silo con¬ 
stituencies. 

Accordingly, our United Methodist 
Women led by Mrs. Edna Hickman; our 
United Methodist Men, guided by Mr. 

Gard Wyat; and Mr. Pete Aguila a board 
member and a member of the General 
Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women; are working together to confront 
the issue of Domestic Violence using the 


Hutchinson’s office as we speak. 

Another Board of Laity initiative is cen¬ 
tral to our Disciplinary mandate—educa¬ 
tion and leadership training. Mr. Tim 
Hebert and his teams conducted successful 
Lay Speaking Ministries’ training in all dis¬ 
tricts. Many, including those in our 
Hispanic/Latina congregation, are using 
this training as a first step in becoming 
Certified Lay Ministers with plans for 
ambitious outreach to their constituents. 

Last year Lake Charles District Lay 
Leader Rickie Watson was certified as a 
Lay Minister under our revised guidelines 
and this year the Bishop recognized five 
new candidates who are working in mis¬ 
sion for the church. 

Our District Lay Leaders, Mr. Scott 
Sutton, Mrs. Eloise Cox, Mr. Grant 
Schroeck, Mr. Gary Green, Mr. Rickie 
Watson, Dr. Keith Kreutziger, Dr. Ethel 
Haughton, and Mrs. Lueburda Myers 
offered leadership training under various 
titles through the district Boards of Laity. 
We also devoted time in each of our 
Conference Board meetings to new models 
of learning for dissemination. 

Mrs. Carolyn Dove leads another popu¬ 
lar component of the Board’s educational 
outreach. The Daughenbaugh-Matheny 



resources available from other general and 
conference agencies. 

In that same mindset, we decided in a 
very spirited meeting to create focused 
interaction among our Board, other confer¬ 
ence agencies, and the local churches. We 
began with information received from our 
Baton Rouge District Mission Team who is 
visiting local churches with a set of ques¬ 
tions to stimulate discussion and give feed¬ 
back. The team leaders are finding that 
there is disconnection between the 
Conference and the members in the field 
who know little about the many resources 
available to them and their parishes. This 
initiative offers so much potential for better 
communication and connections among us 
that at least two other District Lay Leaders, 
with more to follow I pray, will initiate 
these visits in their areas. 

Additionally, our lay delegates to this 
year’s Annual Conference each received 
four questions centered on how we can 
work together to move the churches 

forward. A cover letter recommended 
that the responses be gathered in small 
groups meetings and brought to the Annual 
Conference for consecration. We collected 
these answers in our Laity Session yester¬ 
day and plan to disseminate what we leam 
in several venues, primarily during a 
statewide Laity Day Apart scheduled for 
March 16 and 17 of next year. This retreat 
is being planned in concert with Bishop 


Scholarship Fund awarded 23 stipends to 
Dillard and Centenary students of $1,500 
each, increased the endowment, and pro¬ 
duced an informational DVD for use in the 
districts. We are grateful to Mr. Chad 
Roack for the creative energy behind the 
production. 

The under girding principle for all our 
work is evangelism in the service of disci- 
pleship. Our Board-sponsored 1000 Club, 
which was organized to fund new church 
starts, presented nearly $49,000 to The 
Well UMC this past year with a new call 
for New Song UMC. Mr. Walter Weiss 
chairs this fund raising program. 

Ms. Alyson Gaharan does a superb job 
of making sure we know what the 
Conference Youth Council is doing in 
evangelism and makes us envious of the 
fun they have doing it. 

The Happening is a wonderful adjunct 
to their outreach and is changing lives in 
dramatic fashion just as other laity spon¬ 
sored retreats such as Cursillo, Kairos, and 
Epiphany are doing. It is not a coincidence 
that thousands of people call these three- 
day weekends, the Walk to Emmaus. If you 
really want to meet Jesus on the road 
please get to the retreats as soon as you 
can. 

Of course, the engine of our team runs 
on the hard work of our officers: Associate 
Lay Leader Mrs. Joyce Robinson, 

Treasurer Mrs. Glennell Cottrill, Secretary, 


Mrs. Marveme Terrell, Parliamentarian and 
former Conference Lay Leader Mr. Buzzy 
Anding, and members at large Mr. John 
Evans, Mrs. Betty Blackman, and Ms. 
Kristine Wilson. Our clergy spiritual lead¬ 
ers are Bishop Hutchinson, the Rev. Dr. 
Don Cottrill, and the Rev. Dr. Don Avery. 

I must tell you that being Conference 
Lay Leader is literally a moving experi¬ 
ence. I run all the time and although I do 
not faint, I do get weary (Isaiah 40:31). But 
like all of you I missed an opportunity 
To take the next step on the road to 
Christian Perfection three weeks ago when 
the world did not come to an end with the 
Rev. Camping’s predicted Rapture. As you 
can see, I did not fly away. 

Good thing, because as a small child, 1 
picked up my mother’s fear of flying in our 
frequent travels all over the United States 
and other countries. As a coping mecha¬ 
nism—after 1 have prayed for everyone 
even vaguely connected to whatever flight 
I am on—I visualize the plane tucked under 
the wings of a mother eagle, her talons 
wrapped protectively around us as we 
move relentlessly forward. That comforting 
image has generalized in my mind as God’s 
protective shield holding me up whenever I 
am down just as it did for the prophet 
Isaiah (40:31). 

A few months ago, Dr. James Salley, 
Africa University’s Associate Vice- 
Chancellor, spoke at Munholland, my 
home church. My two oldest granddaugh¬ 
ters and I were sitting on the front pew 
when Dr. Salley introduced Dr. Isaac, an 
African woman who had walked six miles 
back and forth to school each day after the 
fourth grade because her village did not 
have an upper elementary school. 

At the end of this narrative and other 
wonderful examples of what our church is 
doing on that great continent, Dr. Salley 
walked to the center of the pulpit area and 
sang that marvelous song that ends, “The 
Holy Spirit will come down and Africa will 
be saved.” 

My little girls excitedly repeated Dr. 
Salley’s stories at lunch after church. Ella, 
then eight, looked at me very seriously and 
said, “Grandmamma, I don’t want to hurt 
your feelings, but you need to become a 
more exiting speaker like Dr. Salley is.” 

Six-year-old Emily agreed but added, 
“don’t worry, we’ll tell you what to do. 

First you speak in a deep, deep voice, then 
you hold your hands up high, and when 
you finish you sing a song.” 

So, dear friends, I end my address with 
the plea that all of us move into the mission 
field as Vital Methodist Christian 
Vagabonds, clergy and laity together, unit¬ 
ed in our mutual desire to “do all the good 
we can, in all the ways we can, to all the 
souls we can, in every place we can, with 
all the zeal we can, as long as ever we can” 
(John Wesley, 1703-1791). And when we 
meet the Master in this quest.. .and we will 
He will raise us up on Eagles Wings 
Bear us on the breath of dawn, 

Make us to shine like the sun 
And hold us; hold us in the palm of His 
hand. 

(On Eagles’ Wings by Fr. Michael 
Joncas, 1979). 
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Louisiana churches must ‘stay prepared’ during hurricane season 


United Methodist churches throughout the 
state are encouraged to prepare themselves, their 
members and their community for potential dis¬ 
aster during the 2011 hurricane season. 

Your EVACUATION PLAN should be at 
the ready with preparations including a “grab 
and go” scenario in place. Make sure you 
include the following items when evacuating to 
a safe area: 

1. Medical supplies, prescription medica¬ 
tions and dentures 

2. Disaster supplies like flashlights, batter¬ 
ies, radio, first aid kit and bottled water. 

3. A three-day supply of clothes for every 
member of your household and a sleeping bag 
or bedroll and pillow for each household mem¬ 
ber. 

4. Car keys and keys to the place you may 
be going (a friend’s or relative’s home). 

There are important papers to take with you 
in the event that you have to evacuate: 

- Driver’s license or personal identifica¬ 
tion 

- Social Security card 

- Proof of residence (deed or lease) 

- Insurance papers 

- Birth and marriage certificates 

- Stocks, bonds, and other negotiable cer¬ 
tificates 

- Wills, deeds, and copies of recent tax 

return 

Visit the Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference website, click on “Ministries”, then 
clikck on “Disaster Ministries”. Find downloads 
in Word and PDF for Disaster Supply Kit and 
Individual Evacuation Plan. 

The sites that are quite helpful in developing 


plans are numerous. To look at Louisiana’s pre¬ 
paredness data, simply navigate to 
www.ohsep.louisiana.gov where items such as 
mitigation, hazards, Citizen Corps, to name a 


few are readily available to download. 

Another site for us in Louisiana is 
www.Louisianafloods.org where vital informa¬ 
tion regarding the preparation for floods and 
how to function efficiently in the event of a 


flood. 

As residents of Louisiana, we should never 
forget that disaster can affect YOU, a family 
member or a friend. 


It is very important that all local churches 
stay informed on how to respond in an emer¬ 
gency. Under “Disaster Ministries” on the con¬ 
ference website, congregations can download 
the official Disaster Preparedness Manual for 


Churches. Please familiarize yourself with the 
information and make sure it is passed on to 
your local church Disaster Response volunteers. 

Churches may also volunteer to help those 
locally and in neighboring states as they recover 
from recent disasters. To volunteer with disaster 
reponse, visit the conference disaster website at 
www.laumcstormrelief.com 

Aside from flood waters, the state’s most 
recent disaster was a devastating tornado that hit 
Rayne, La. in March of this year. The tornado 
slammed the southwestern Louisiana town, 
killing a young mother who was sheltering her 
child and injuring 11 other people. 

Authorities reported that the tornado, which 
brought winds reaching 135 mph (217 kph), 
had sprung from a vast stonn system kicking up 
abundant moisture from the Gulf of Mexico. 

As a result of the tornado, 90 houses were 
totally destroyed and more were damaged. 

The Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Response Ministry has already sent its first team 
to help with the response in Rayne. 

Teams are working on repairs. Also, the 
Disaster Response Ministry is providing a case 
manager for stonn victims and a building super¬ 
visor for oversite of repairs and construction. 

The minishy is working with the United Way, 
which is serving as the lead agency in the 
response. 

Many more disaster response teams are 
needed to go to Rayne. If you or your church 
wish to participate, please visit www.laumc- 
stonnrelief.com to find out more about the 
process. When we extend a hand to help some¬ 
one up from a disaster, we are extending the 
hand of Christ! 



Free self-study curriculum helps local church Christian education staff 


A self-study curriculum designed to 
help local church staff members obtain a 
sound foundation in Christian formation 
and education ministry is now available 
free of charge from the General Board of 
Discipleship (GBOD). 

The Local Church Discipler/Educator 
Professional Development curriculum, 
developed by Diana Hynson, Director of 
Learning and Teaching Ministries at 
GBOD, is a six-module learning experi¬ 
ence for anyone hired by local churches to 
fill positions related to Christian formation 
and education. 

“We have a large number of churches 
that have grown to the point where they 
need more staff help,” Hynson said. “But 
rather than have an appointed staff person, 
they are hiring locally or from within the 
congregation.” 

The person hired for the position often 
is someone of faith who has skills and 
experience, but not necessarily a founda¬ 
tion in Christian formation and education, 
Hynson said. 

Although the Board of Higher of 
Education and Ministry offers certification 
courses in Christian education, evangelism, 
children, youth and other areas, those 
opportunities may be out of reach for some 
people—too expensive, too time consum¬ 
ing or perhaps too rigorous, she said. 

“I think many of these people don’t see 
themselves in a career. They’re taking a 
position to help their church,” Hynson said. 


The new GBOD curriculum was 
designed to provide a solid first step for 
church staff members who want and need a 
sound foundation upon entering profession¬ 
al ministry, she said. This course is not 
intended to compete with certification, and 
ideally, these leaders would, over time, 
continue their studies through certification 
or other avenues. 

Hynson said the term “discipler/educa- 
tor” was coined to describe who might ben¬ 
efit from the curriculum because churches 
use various descriptions for positions, 
depending on their needs. Some congrega¬ 
tions might call a new hire the director of 
children’s ministry, the minister of 
Christian education or some other job 
description. 

“So for want of a better term, we’re 
calling this generic position a ‘local church 
discipler/educator,’ ” she said. 

The self-guided core curriculum has six 
modules that require study, work and 
reflection, in addition to the reading of 
selected books and group time. The mod¬ 
ules, which can be taken in any order, are: 

• My Call and Vocation—Study and 
reflection activities on self-evaluation, 
calkidentity/vocation, your own story and 
self-care as a local church professional 

• God and the Bible—Study and 
reflection activities on Christian theology, 
Old and New Testaments and Bible 
resources and helps 

• Faith Formation and Christian 


Education—Study and reflection activities 
on basic teaching and learning, tools for 
teaching, faith development and teacher 
development 

• The United Methodist Church— 
Study and reflection activities on United 
Methodist History 101, polity, church 
structure and United Methodist distinctive¬ 
ness 

• My Congregation and Context— 
Study and reflection activities on your local 
church culture and context, asset identifica¬ 
tion, discipleship systems, family systems 
and group dynamics 

• Administration and Leadership— 
Study and reflection activities on creating a 
team, working with volunteers, working 
with staff-parish relations committee and 
other staff, policies and procedures, budget 
and adaptive leadership 

The resource also includes two imple¬ 
mentation guides—one for Annual 
Conferences and churches, and one for the 
disciple/educator which describes the 
course and how to get started and also 
helps the individual work with his or her 
staff-parish relations committee. 

“The self-study guide is highly interac¬ 
tive,” Hynson said. “Some of it says, ‘Read 
this and reflect on it.’ But in other 
instances, the activity will be to interview 
your church leaders in specific position, 
observe the classes and groups that are 
going on, or talk to the council director 
about he or she leads that group and organ¬ 


izes for ministry.” 

Everyone who participates in the self- 
study will be encouraged to have an 
accountability partner, who can be anyone 
except the person’s supervisor. 

“This person is sort of a friend in faith, 
who they can bounce things off of and ask 
questions and who, hopefully, will ask 
them some pointed questions about 
whether they are doing what they said they 
would do,” Hynson said. 

In addition, another component is a 
peer study group, which provides the stu¬ 
dent an opportunity to talk with others in 
the field, including members of the 
Christian education professional group 
Christian Educators Fellowship. CEF is an 
association of United Methodists and per¬ 
sons from other denominations who have 
responsibility for Christian education in 
any of its diverse forms, in and beyond the 
local church. 

To obtain the full curriculum, including 
the modules and implementation guides, go 
to the GBOD website at 
http://bit.ly/kKqmI5. 

GBOD’s mission is to support annual 
conference and local church leaders for 
their task of equipping world-changing dis¬ 
ciples. An agency of The United Methodist 
Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand 
Ave. in Nashville, Term. Visit 
www.gbod.org for more information or call 
the Communications Office at (877) 899- 
2780, Ext. 1726. 
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IRS Increases 
Mileage Rate to 
55.5 Cents per Mile 

The Internal Revenue Service has 
announced an increase in the optional stan¬ 
dard mileage rates for the final six months 
of 2011. 

The rate will increase to 55.5 cents a 
mile for all business miles driven from 
July 1, 2011, through Dec. 31, 2011. This 
is an increase of 4.5 cents from the 51 cent 
rate in effect for the first six months of 
2011 . 

If you are a clergy or lay employee of 
the United Methodist Church who is reim¬ 
bursed for official business travel at the 
IRS mileage rate by your employer, then 
you will need to request the 55.5 cents per 
mile reimbursement rate from your 
employer effective July 1 instead of the 51 
cents per mile rate that has been in effect 
for the first 6 months of 2011. Be sure to 
share this information with your treasurer 
or whoever is responsible for making pay¬ 
ments for business travel expenses. The 
volunteer mileage rate of reimbursement 
will stay at 25 cents per mile for those who 
turn in travel vouchers for serving on con¬ 
ference boards or committees. 


Offering new, innovative church planning experiences designed to enhance 
worship, strengthen leadership and inspire ministry in the world 



Living into Creative Worship 

October 6-8, 2011 

Led by Dr. Marcia McFee, 

Worship Institute in Truckee, Georgia 

Living into the Art of Leadership in Meetings 

and Groups 

November 17-19, 2011 

Led by Christina Baldwin and Ann Linnea 

PeerSpirit Ministries 



Living into Ministry Beyond the Walls and 

into the Neighborhood 

January 26-28, 2012 

Led by Dr. Luther Smith of Candler 

School Theology in Atlanta, Georgia 


Living into Hope 

Weaving the Wow! Into What’s Next? 

April 19-21, 2012 

Led by Rev. Carole Cotton Winn and Dr. W. Craig Gilliam 




Living into Hope workshops/retreats are designed for teams consisting of church leaders from local 

churches. Groups should include the pastor. 

Team members may vary for each workshop, depending on the focus on each retreat. 

Cost: $110 per person, per retreat (double occupancy) 

Location: The Wesley Center in Woodworth, Louisiana 

Limited space available! 

Contact Carole Cotton Winn, cottonwinn@bellsouth.net, (985) 639-9531; Craig Gilliam, wcraiggilliam@hot- 
mail.com, (504) 250-4046; or Linda Gregg, lindagregg@la-umc.org, (225) 346-1646. 

Sponsored by The Academy for Spiritual Leadership and The Center for Pastoral Excellence 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 

























For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2011 La. Annual 
Conference in 
Shreveport, visit the 
La. Conference web¬ 
site at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Pastor linked to church members through Facebook 


Like many clergy and church leaders 
throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, Rev. Nathaniel Langford is 
keeping up with his congregation through 
the use of Facebook. 

“When I recently arrived at Roanoke 
United Methodist Church, one of the things 


that I had planned to do when I first arrived 
was to get a Facebook page going. On my 
first Sunday, someone told me that the 
church already had a Facebook page. When 
I got home, I, of course, went and found it 
and ‘liked’ it. I noticed that it had several 
recent posts on it,” said Rev. Langford. 


Fie was even more delighted to discover 
that Facebook had become a major form of 
communication for the small, rural congre¬ 
gation. “On my second Sunday, I was told 
that everyone but four or five people in the 

See Facebook, page 3 


Cyber Church 



Gulf Breeze (Fla.) United Methodist Church’s custom-made private social network allows the Rev. Jack Kale to engage 
the congregation “more than one hour a week.” gbNetwork is a private social network available only to members of 
Gulf Breeze United Methodist Church. UMNS photo courtesy of Doug Bunze 

Local church creates its own social network 


It’s Friday, and the Rev. Jack Kale is 
doing what he frequently does on a day 
off: household chores. But as all pastors 
know, there’s no such thing as a day off 
when you are doing God’s work. 

As soon as he drops off the kids at 
school, his focus shifts from the family 
to-do list to the Sunday sermon. He 
thinks about his message all week long, 
and he wants his congregation to do the 
same. With technology, this is now easily 
done. 

Rev. Kale sits down at his kitchen 
table, opens his laptop, and signs on to 


gbNetwork, the private social network of 
Gulf Breeze (Fla.) United Methodist 
Church. He talks into his webcam. “Have 
you ever just wanted to start over? Have 
you ever wanted to restart part of your 
life?” 

The message is less than two minutes. 
Kale uploads to the gbNetwork, closes 
his laptop, and goes back to his to-do list. 
On a Friday morning, in less than five 
minutes and from the comfort of his 
home, he’s engaged his congregation. It’s 
a give-and-take that has enormous value. 

Over the next two days, hundreds of 


members of the church will view his 
message on gbNetwork. They often will 
post comments about relevant experi¬ 
ences in their lives that pertain to his 
message. Kale frequently will incorporate 
their thoughts into future Sunday ser¬ 
mons. 

“I used to have one hour a week on 
Sundays with my congregation,” he said. 
“Now I engage the congregation 24 hours 
a day seven days a week. That’s amaz¬ 
ing.” 

See Social Network, page 6 
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Campolo to speak at Broadmoor UMC 


Dr. Tony Campolo will be the guest 
preacher at Broadmoor UMC in Baton 
Rouge August 14 at the 9:30 and 11:00 
a.m. worship services. He is the author of 
38 books, with the latest releases in 
February 2010, Choose Love Not Power 
(Regal); May 2010 Connecting Like Jesus 
(Jossey-Bass) co-authored with Mary 
Albert Darling; and September 2010 
Stories That Feed Your Soul (Regal). He is 
a media commentator on religious, social 
and political matters, having guested on 
television programs like The Colbert 


Report, Nightline, Crossfire, Politically 
Incorrect, The Charlie Rose Show, Larry 
King Live, CNN Dayside, CNN News and 
MSNBC News. Dr. Campolo is an 
ordained minister, has served American 
Baptist Churches in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, and is presently recognized 
as an associate pastor of the Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church in West Philadelphia. Dr. 
Campolo and his wife, Peggy, live in the 
Philadelphia area and have two grown chil¬ 
dren and four grandchildren. 


Volunteers needed for 2012 
General Conference 


The denomination’s top legislative 
assembly will meet in Tampa, Fla. April 
24-May 4, 2012. Approximately 150 vol¬ 
unteers are needed during General 
Conference. Marshals and pages are 
responsible for their own travel and 
expenses. 

Marshals serve in the visitor and 
reserved seating galleries, assist visitors 
and special guests and check credentials for 
proper authorization. 


Pages assist delegates, secretarial staff, 
Bishops, members of the Judicial Council 
and official visitors. They distribute 
approved materials and deliver printed 
information. 

Those interested should submit an 
online application at 

www.umcevents.org/gc2012marshalpage. 
Deadline for applications is Aug. 31, 2011. 
Applicants will be notified of their status 
by Nov. 30. 


Summer 2011 United Methodist 
Lay Speaker Training 

Word in Action: Doing the Gospel 

NEW CLASSES for ADULT BASIC, BASIC 

REFRESHER ' AND ADVANCED COURSES 
August 13 and 20 

First United Methodist Church 
2550 Monroe Hwy. 

Pineville, LA 
(318)640-1050 

Sponsored by the Alexandria District Board of Laity 
Roberta Strauss, Lay Speaking Director 
AngelLdyXI@aol.com 


General Commission on Race and 
Religion announces new grants 


The General Commission on Race 
and Religion is offering $300,000 in 
new grants, available for United 
Methodist seminaries and for clergy and 
programs within districts and annual 
conferences whose work on racial diver¬ 
sity, inclusiveness and racial justice 
would benefit from a financial support, 
and benefit the United Methodist 
Church. 

Applications are now being accepted 
for the latest CORR Action Fund (CAF) 
grants. This new CAF priority (funded 
by the Minority Group Self- 
Determination Fund) is available to you 
and those you know who can best take 
advantage of this educational and trans¬ 
formational opportunity. 

Elevate your vision of racial justice 
by inviting new voices into the conver¬ 
sation. Encourage a seminary student, 
faculty or staff to apply for the 
funds. Contact clergy or your confer¬ 
ence or district office to ensure a pro¬ 
gram that may have gone unnoticed or 
underfunded gets the support it needs 
raise the ministry of inclusiveness to a 
new level. The CORR Action Fund 
grants will go to support seminary pro¬ 
grams and seminarians, student groups, 
faculty or staff that have demonstrated 
a commitment to develop cultural com¬ 
petency with a goal towards excellence 
in leadership. 

Time is of the essence. Applications 
will only be accepted through July 31, 
2011. 

The awards will be offered in two 
categories: 

The Racial Justice Grant for UM 
Seminaries of up to $80,000 for efforts 
by faculty, staff or students to improve 
racial, ethnic and cultural intergroup 
relationships and/or bringing about 
organizational, institutional and sys¬ 
temic changes in the church, seminary, 


and in society. 

The Racial Justice Grant for 
Clergy leadership, of up to $20,000 for 
clergy and programs within districts and 
annual conferences that support efforts 
to dismantle racism by promoting the 
values of diversity, inclusiveness, multi- 
culturalism and cross-racial/cross-cul¬ 
tural work; 

The Seminary grant is intended for 
efforts including curriculum develop¬ 
ment and the development of programs 
and processes that impact the seminary's 
ability to positively address institutional 
racism, diversity and multiculturalism, 
including faculty and student training 
that furthers understanding of racial/eth- 
nic/tribal cultures within the church and 
society. The Clergy grant can be used 
but is not limited to education, multicul¬ 
tural training projects that raise aware¬ 
ness about and take action against 
racism and for pastors entering or serv¬ 
ing in cross-racial/cross-cultural 
appointments. 

Full information and applications can 
be downloaded online at 
www.gcorr.org/corractionfimd. 
Completed applications must be post¬ 
marked by July 31, 2011 submitted on 
the official application form and mailed 
in typed print, or e-mailed to applica- 
tions@gcorr.org (electronic submissions 
are strongly preferred.) The funds will 
be awarded before December 31, 2011. 

GCORR is willing to work with any 
interested party to have their application 
reviewed by the CAF committee. For 
assistance, email Amy Stapleton at asta- 
pleton@gcorr.org or call (202) 495- 
2952. 
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The holy work of worship: forming and developing Christian disciples 


BY CARRIE MADREN 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ last com¬ 
mand to his disciples is to “go and make 
disciples of all nations.” Two millennia 
later, the church is still fulfilling the Great 
Commission through training, offering 
experiences and instruction and financially 
supporting modern-day disciples. It is also 
lived out during worship. 

Worship’s first purpose is to glorify 
God, but it also plays a primary role in 
forming and nurturing disciples. 

Disciple-forming worship experiences 
often contain language encouraging partici¬ 
pants to take action and deepen their faith. 
The Rev. Jeff Hall, associate minister and 
director of adult ministries at Highland 
Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, 
doesn’t dismiss worshipers from a service, 
but sends them into the world to practice 
their faith. He makes a point always to 
include a note about going forth to be 
Jesus’ disciples in the benediction. 

Through sermons, liturgy, prayers and 
music. Hall says, “Worship is the primary 
place in which disciple-making happens.” 
Supplementing it is the learning that goes 
on in Sunday school and small groups, 
mission and outreach experiences, youth 
group and other ministries. 

“If I have excited you and inspired you 
to think more deeply about being a disci¬ 
ple, it’s up to you to seek a Bible study or 
small group to explore more deeply what 
that means,” explains the Rev. Safiyah 
Fosua, director of Transformational 
Preaching Ministries at the General Board 
of Discipleship. “It starts in worship and 
flows out to other ministries of the church.” 
Practice for the real world 

Many worship rituals — giving offer¬ 
ings, passing the peace, greeting each other 
— are practices that prepare disciples to go 
out into the world, says the Rev. Taylor 
Burton-Edwards, discipleship’s director of 
worship resources. “What matters is not do 
we pray well, but do we live well what we 
pray.” 

James K. A. Smith’s book Desiring the 
Kingdom [Baker Books] makes the point 


that humans “are fundamentally ‘desiring’ 
animals,” Burton-Edwards says. “The role 
of worship and ritual is to shape our desires 
[in the case of faith] toward our Triune 
God,” he explains. “When one is discipled 
by a master, that is a process of having 
desires shaped to be like the master’s.” 

Doing rather than explaining gives wor¬ 
ship the potential for deep formation, he 
continues. “In worship, we’re not just hear¬ 
ing, we’re being the body of Christ before 
God.” Ritual allows worshipers to embody 
and emote their faith together, “and what 


we learn in worship is an etiquette of grace: 
we learn what it is to hear the word of God 
together. We all hear different things but 
are listening to the same word.” 

At St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Sumter, S.C., the Rev. Telley Gadson, pas¬ 
tor there for 12 years, seeks to incorporate 
disciple formation in a way that empowers 
people and helps them to see Jesus. 

“Our best opportunity to be the church 
happens on Sunday morning,” Gadson 
says. “One of the things that has taken us 


from 35 to 200 has been doing worship 
well — we plan some parts, but we under¬ 
stand that the free movement of the Spirit 
is the hallmark of our worship experience.” 
She believes their worship experiences 
draw people to ministry programs the other 
six days of the week. 

Most services at St. Mark last from 11 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m., but worshipers are often 
so engaged that they don’t notice the 
length, she says. “That’s what worship does 
for us: it’s engaging, it’s empowering and 
it’s life-transforming.” 


In word 

A coordinated, unified, scriptural theme 
is key to a service that seeks to makes dis¬ 
ciples, Fosua says. With a theme, “the ser¬ 
mon, liturgy and songs all work together 
for one transformational purpose.” Those 
elements can work together in any style of 
service — from traditional to contemporary 
- and in any size of church. A unified wor¬ 
ship experience takes advanced, communal 
planning, but pays off in worshipers’ under¬ 
standing and grasping of the message. 


“Even if someone didn’t get the point in 
the sermon,” she explains, “they may have 
heard it in the song, or they take their bul¬ 
letins home and maybe reinforce it with 
prayer.” 

Also, to better form disciples, sermons 
must be local, Fosua believes. “The best 
sermons are ones that are contextual: the 
people, the times, the economic climate ... 
the best sermon is found between the bibli¬ 
cal text and community text. 

“I don’t need to tell you something 
interesting about the Bible, I need to tell 
you what to do with it. Worship and ser¬ 
mons are important parts of being trans¬ 
formed.” 

In song 

Music, whether contemporary or tradi¬ 
tional, has the same potential to shape a 
person. 

“Singing in worship not only forms you 
to the core and [influences] what actions 
you take and how you live your life, it also 
teaches you,” says Dean McIntyre, disci- 
pleship’s director of music resources. 

“Hymns like ‘A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God’ teach us who we are as a people of 
faith and a congregation as we sing and 
internalize them,” McIntyre continues. 

“We may not remember the sermon, the 
offertory prayer or the words of institution 
for Holy Communion, but we will remem¬ 
ber, until the day we die, the words of 
‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus,’ and 
we’ll sing ‘How Great Thou Art’ on our 
deathbed.” 

Music is internalized and connects wor¬ 
shipers to each other and to God. He recalls 
visiting a man in his 90s who couldn’t 
speak and often had his eyes closed, but 
when McIntyre and his five-year-old 
daughter visited and sang a hymn for him, 
the man would sing along. 

“Even when we’re totally out of our 
minds, we’re still connected through 
singing,” McIntyre says. “Music has such a 
deep and abiding impact on who we are, 
what we believe and what we do with our 
lives — that’s how music is an important 
factor in the shaping and fonning of a 
Christian ... their character, their beliefs.” 



Through sermons, liturgy, prayers and music, "worship is the primary place in 
which disciple-making happens." 


Facebook, from page 1 

church were on Facebook. Several of the 
members explained that whenever some bit 
of news needs to go out to the congrega¬ 
tion, the administrators post it on the 
Facebook page. Then the four or five peo¬ 
ple who are not on Facebook are given a 
call to share the information. Then the 
whole church knows the latest ‘happen¬ 
ings’ at Roanoke,” said Rev. Langford. 

The laity driven site is typically used to 
organize church events and to post pictures 
of those events. “The use varies from week 
to week. Last week there were only two 
posts, but there were four the week before, 
and six the week before that,” he added. 

Although the newly appointed Rev. 
Langford is not yet an administrator of the 
page, he is working toward making even 
greater use of this social network system to 
communicate with his congregation. 

“There are so many ways we can utilize 
Facebook. I can send out reminders about 
Sunday worship services. I can make and 



Rev. Nathaniel Langford, pastor of Roanoke United Methodist Church, visits his 
church Facebook site. The page was set up, and is utilized frequently, by the laity 
of the church. 


receive comments about the weekly ser¬ 
mon. We can create events and more or 
less organize all communication through 
Facebook. The beauty of this kind of sys¬ 
tem is that it is so immediate and so easy to 
update. And amazingly, nearly the entire 
congregation is already on board,” said 
Rev. Langford. 

Roanoke UMC’s grassroots movement 
of the laity driven Facebook page demon¬ 
strates that clergy and laity continually 
leam from one another and support one 
another. 

It is appropriate that Rev. Langford tags 
every email with the following quote: 

‘Go to the people 
Live among them 
Leam from them 
Love them 

Start with what they know 
Build on what they have.’ 
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Local churches minister with the poor during ‘Day of Caring’ 



First UMC - Hammond 


First United Methodist Church of 
Hammond sponsored a camp in the 
church’s Fellowship Hall for youth of 
incarcerated parents on May 14 during the 
conference-wide “A Day of Caring.” 
“There are many ways to express our love 
and care in response to the poverty in our 
community and throughout our world. Our 


church is involved in many worthy min¬ 
istries in this regard and Grace Camp is 
another extension of that love, concern and 
care. When we reach out to those among us 
who need our help we become the hands 
and feet of Jesus and represent an expres¬ 
sion of his love,” said Rev. Joe Donakey, 
pastor of First UMC. 



I_ 

St. Mark UMC - Alexandria 


Members of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Alexandria load groceries that 
were delivered to members of the community living in poverty during the May 14 
conference-wide ‘A Day of Caring.’ The event, which tied in with the year-long 
conference focus of ‘ministry with the poor’, included programs and projects 
sponsored by more than 220 United Methodist churches throughout the state. 
The Louisiana Conference had the largest number of churches participating 
worldwide in the ‘Change the World/Day of Caring’ initiative. 


St. Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs 


St. Luke United Methodist Church in 
Greenwell Springs sponsored a box fan 
giveaway to the needy and elderly in their 
area as part of the conference-wide “A Day 
of Caring” event on May 14. Rev. 
Marguerite Rheams, pastor, obtained a list 
from the East Baton Rouge Council On 
Aging which provided names, addresses 
and phone numbers of those people that 
they found to be most in need of fans. 


Members of the Evangelist Team and 
others from St. Luke UMC met to distrib¬ 
ute the fans. Kay Myles, Inger Augustus, 
Mary E. Paul, Connie Dean, Emma Young, 
April Paul, Barbara Hall, Clifford Miles 
and Brandon Myles participated. A total of 
15 fans were delivered, with four of them 
going to members of St. Luke’s congrega¬ 
tion. 



_ november 11-13-st. louis, missouri 

~ possibilities 

ordained ministry in the united methodist church 

a 3-day event for 18- to 26-year-olds who are exploring a call 
to ordained ministry in the united methodist church 


sponsored by: 






Huber 

frMinu 


Education 
inistry' 



Register before September 5 for $25 off 
your registration fee using this code 


LAACP 




































JULY 22, 2011 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^f/ 


5 




Mangham UMC 

Mangham United Methodist Church 
recently held its first community-wide 
“Day of the Cross.” Members of Mangham 
UMC, ULM Wesley Students, and 
Mangham Power Breakfast youth (which 
consists of area youth from 10 churches in 


the community) teamed up to be the 
“hands and feet of Christ” in the communi¬ 
ty. Projects included building and repairing 
wheelchair ramps, painting, pressure wash¬ 
ing, and yard beautification for the elderly 
and those in need. 


AWAKENING (a journey towards ministry) 

An Ongoing Experience For 16-20 Year Olds—Seeking what it means to be one who follows Christ 


Awaken 

in community 

Summer Overnight 


Awaken 

on retreat 

New Year Retreat 


Awaken 

through mission 

Summer Mission Week 


August 5-G, 2D1I 
7 p.m. Fri to 4 p.m. Sat 

One Night • Two Locations • You Decide 

North Louisiana Lnwdawn: 

Caney Lake, outside Minden 

South Louisiana Spot: 

Camp Istrouma, outside B.R. 


January G-S, 2D12 
7 p.m. Friday tD 
12 p.m. Sunday 

Exit the World 

Explore your Faith 

Experience God 


WWW.AWAKENING-LAUMC.ORG 


June 24-30,2012 



EpwDrth Project ■ Slidell, LA 
www.epworthproiBct.com 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 


Peyton Hitchcock 
creates a wire 
sculpture during 
the Noel 
Community Arts 
Program Wire 
Sculpture Class, 
Saturday, June 25. 
Noel Community 
Arts Program is an 
outreach of Noel 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church. 
NCAP is located at 
520 Herndon Street 
in the Highland 
neighborhood of 
Shreveport, La. It 
began in July of 
2009 under the 
director of 
Missions and 
Outreach, Rachel 
Scott. It is funded 
through a grant 
provided by the 
Grayson 

Foundation (2009- 
2011) and a SAM 
Grant (2011.) 

NCAP helps partici¬ 
pants discover and 
develop their God- 
given talents and 
gifts in the arts. 
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Wesleyan Leadership Conference 
October 13-15, 2011 
General Board of Discipleship 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Featuring Dr. Elaine Heath, Professor of Evangelism, 
Perkins School of Theology, SMU 
1.5 CEUs available 

Explore the vision, message, and method that helped John Wesley lead a 
revival among the People called Methodists. 

Contact: Steven Manskar, Director of Wesleyan Leadership, GBOD 
smanskar@gbod.org or 877-899-2780, ext. 1765 


United Methodist churches perform at nursing homes 



Penny Johnson, Pollock UMC and Rose Brodnax, Trinity UMC participate in patri¬ 
otic program at Woods Haven Nursing Home in Pollock, La. 


God’s Recycled Angels is an interde¬ 
nominational choral group that performs at 
nursing homes and for special events in 
central Louisiana. The group boasts nine 
members from United Methodist churches 
throughout the Alexandria District. The 
group was formed in 1987 at Palestine 
UMC by Gale Myer, church organist. 

Each program is chosen according to 
the season of the year and runs for 13 
weeks. From May until after Independence 
Day, the program is patriotic and 
includes “summer” music tunes such as “In 
the Good Ole Summertime.” For these 


programs, they wear white shirts, blue 
pants, white straw bowler hats and patriotic 
beads. The men in the group sport bright 
red suspenders. The audience receives flags 
and sparklers made of ribbon to “march” in 
tune to the music. 

United Methodist members include 
Penny Johnson, M.P. Johnson and Arthur 
Haas of Pollock UMC; Mitch Futrell, John 
Anthony and Delores Odom of Palestine 
UMC; Jonelle Walker of Pineville UMC; 
and Vera Grimes and Rose Brodnax of 
Trinity UMC. 



La. Conference B remembered 


The 40th Year of Remembrance Service 
of the final worship service of Louisiana 
Conference B was held June 7 at St. James 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport. 
After the service, Rev. Abraham E. Davis 
presented a check for $1,000 to Rev. James 
A. Graham, chair of the La. Conference 
Board of Church and Society, in memory 
of his late wife Muriel McCall Davis. The 
funds will be used for ministries that 

Fitzgerald UMC - 

The United Methodist Women of 
Fitzgerald UMC in Covington held a 
unique “baby shower” on June 26. Tonia 
Barker, UMW vice president, orchestrated 
the “shower” which asked for items and 
gifts of money that were used to create 
layette kits for United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. Barker sent out invi¬ 
tations to the women of area United 
Methodist churches and other community 
churches, explaining that many women 
worldwide do not have swaddling clothes 
to welcome their child into the world. She 
also explained that UMCOR kits—includ¬ 
ing layette kits— help to care for the most 


“make a difference.” 

Rev. Davis has pledged to make the 
same monetary pledge to the board for the 
next four years. Rev. Davis is the former 
chair of the La. Conference Board of 
Church and Society. Pictured, above, are 
Rev. Graham; Gretenal M. Davis, daughter 
of Rev. Davis; Dr. Alonzo Campbell; Rev. 
Davis; and Iris Davis Turner, daughter of 
Rev. Davis. 

Covington 

vulnerable people during crisis. Guests to 
the shower gave generously, remembering 
the weather disasters of this past year and 
Louisiana’s continuing struggle to recover 
fully from recent hurricanes. 

Balloons, festive decorations, games, 
prizes and food were enjoyed by the show¬ 
er guests. Enough items to complete 10 
layette kits (plus five kits without jackets) 
were given. Miscellaneous layette items 
and additional funds were also collected 
which will be sent to the UMCOR Sager- 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. Fitzgerald 
UMC plans to continue this event annually. 


Social Network, from page 1 

Kale is a pioneer in the use of church 
social networking. A few years ago, he 
started using Facebook. Then he added 
Twitter. Then he launched a private social 
network for the church. 

“Facebook was great for outreach, but 
it was public, so I couldn’t fully engage 
the congregation. I wanted a private social 
network for my church that would facili¬ 
tate social interaction on a more personal 
level. gbNetwork does that.” 

The private network was used at first 
only by the congregation of Worship at 
the Water, Gulf Breeze’s outreach church 
where Kale is pastor. The church has serv¬ 
ices at a restaurant on Pensacola Beach. 
The network was so successful that Gulf 
Breeze’s senior pastor, the Rev. Shane 
Stanford, rolled it out to the entire congre¬ 
gation in February. 

Stanford said the church “is committed 
to building a church of small groups—of 
people drawn together for care of one 
another, for fellowship, for prayer and for 
study. And, any way that makes this 


process easier, more 
efficient and more 
effective in living 
out the image of 
God in each of us, 
is not only a tool 
for ministry, but a 
divine gift.” 

More than 600 
church members 
have joined 
gbNetwork. They 
go to it often, and 
spend a lot of time 
on it. In three 
months, there have 
been more than 
76,000 page views, 
and the average 
visit lasts more than 
nine minutes. 

“Nearly half of 
the people who 
have signed up visit 
gbNetwork between 
one and six times a 



day. That’s stag¬ 
gering, ” said 
Andrew Wagner, 
the designer of 
the platform and 
the chief prod¬ 
ucts officer for 
Connection 
Applications, a 
company that 
creates private 
networks for 
churches. 

The congre¬ 
gation uses 
gbNetwork to 
build profiles, 
upload pictures, 
pray and share 
all aspects of 
their lives. When 
the BP oil spill 
devastated area 
beaches last 
summer, Kale 
created a group 


online to organize volunteers to help with 
the cleanup. Now, there are nearly 50 
small groups that have been created on 
the platform, including groups for disaster 
relief, children’s ministry, body gospel fit¬ 
ness and singles. 

“Our groups are now able to more 
effectively interact. It’s very helpful to 
everyone,” Kale said. 

As with most pastors, the demands on 
Kale’s time can be overwhelming. Social 
networking tools such as Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube and gbNetwork allow 
him to more efficiently and widely engage 
the congregation in ways that weren’t pos¬ 
sible only a few years ago. 

Kale says social networking is just one 
more tool to keep the church more rele¬ 
vant in the lives of the congregation. “It’s 
important for churches to go where the 
people are, and the people are online.” 

News media contact: Joey Butler, 
Nashville, Tenn., (615) 742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org. 
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churches need to know about music performance licenses 


Five things 

You do not need to obtain a perform¬ 
ance license to play, sing, perform or pres¬ 
ent music in your congregational worship 
service in your church. This is allowed by 
the religious exemption clause in the USA 
copyright law. It is important to understand 
that this exemption covers only your con¬ 
gregational worship service in your church. 
It does not cover copying, broadcasting, 
telecasting, webcasting, recording, or any 
other use of the music. These uses may be 
covered by obtaining permissions from the 
copyright holder or obtaining one of 
numerous other types of licenses. 

The following activities commonly 
engaged in by churches are not covered by 
the religious exemption clause or by CCLI 
or other music licenses. For any of these 

Vital congregations 
website empowers 
churches 

A new website aims to equip and 
empower local churches to become vital 
and healthy congregations. 
UMVitalCongregations.org is designed to 
help churches move through a process of 
evaluation and assessment as they begin to 
set goals, and then find key resources to 
help them achieve those goals. 

“While all congregations have some 
aspect of vitality, highly vital congrega¬ 
tions grow over time, engage more people 
in ministry, and are more generous in giv¬ 
ing to mission,” said Bishop John Schol, 
team leader. “The Vital Congregations 
Project is designed to equip annual confer¬ 
ence leadership, clergy and lay leadership 
in local congregations to reach their goals 
and fulfill the vision of becoming more 
vital and healthy congregations.” 

Three main components help congrega¬ 
tions see their church history, assess their 
current church health and develop and set 
goals for their future. Throughout the web¬ 
site are descriptions of vital congregations 
and resources to help congregations 
become more vital. Churches are encour¬ 
aged to share their stories of success and 
achievement on the site. In October, anoth¬ 
er component will be added that includes 
resources to help congregations reach their 
goals and in November, a best practices 
component will be added. 

The Vital Congregations project was 
authorized by the Council of Bishops and 
the Connectional Table in response to the 
Call to Action research, which indicated a 
lack of measures and accountability within 
The United Methodist Church. The 
research identified a vital congregation as 
being one that has: 

• Inviting and inspiring worship 

• Engaged disciples in mission and out¬ 
reach 

• Gifted, equipped and empowered lay 
leadership 

• Effective, equipped and inspired cler¬ 
gy leadership 

• Small groups and strong children’s 
programs and youth ministry 

For more infonnation, visit 
UM VitalC ongregations. org. 


activities, the church must obtain permis¬ 
sion from the copyright holder of the music 
to be used or performed (live or recorded) 
or obtain a performance license: 

Summer camps (including talent shows, 
campfires, group singing, worship) 

Picnics & BBQs 
Vacation Bible School 
Carnivals and festivals 
Church dinners and banquets 
Special programs outside of your wor¬ 
ship services 

Youth events and meetings 
Conferences, festivals, convocations 
Retreats 
Concerts 

Daycare programs 
Coffee houses 


Karaoke 

Meetings 

Parties 

Normally, performance licenses for 
music in the above settings can be obtained 
from ASCAP, SESAC and BMI for the 
music that each one of those organizations 
covers. If the music you want to use is han¬ 
dled by more than one of these organiza¬ 
tions, then you will need a performance 
license from each company involved. 

Private companies are beginning to 
emerge that will handle these copyright and 
licensing tasks for churches for a fee, much 
as CCLI, Licensing and OneLicense.net 
provide similar services for the copying 
and projection of hymn and song lyrics for 
use by churches in bulletins and worship. 


One such company is Christian Copyright 
Solutions, www.copyrightsolver.com 
through its PERFORMmusic License. And 
there are other companies, as well. 

Copyright and licensing have become 
complex and challenging for churches. It 
requires dedicated time, research and fol¬ 
low-up to remain legal in ministry today. 
And we must be aware that copyright laws 
exist, not for the benefit of churches, but 
solely for the financial benefit of the copy¬ 
right owner. 

For more information: 

Performance Licenses for churches 

Top 5 Myths of Performance Rights 
White Paper 

Resources for Copyright and Licensing 
on the GBOD Website 


Save The Date: November 11-12, 2011 



“Learning To L.e.a.d. in 2011” 

(Leadership, evangelism, administration & discipleship) 

All Clergy and Lay Persons of the 
Louisiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Church are Welcome 

Bishop Greg Palmer, Guest Speaker 

This exciting, information gathering, as well as spirit-filled atmosphere is being planned with the 
Louisiana LInited Methodist Clergy and Laity in mind with the purpose of developing, strength¬ 
ening, and maintaining strong leadership skills in the ministry of areas of preaching, worship, 
evangelism, and outreach. You are welcome. Your presences is needed and wanted. 

Marriott Hotel & Convention Center 
5500 Hilton Avenue 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Sponsored by Strengthening the black church committee 


For More Information Call or Email: 

Rev. Joe Connelly 
jdconnelly@yahoo.com 
(225)343-8421 


Rev. Donald C. Cottrill 
doncottrill@la-umc.org 
(225) 346-1646 


Additional Registration Information Following Soon!! 
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UMARMY works with Louisiana churches building wheelchair ramps, repairing homes 



United Methodist Action Reach-out 
Mission by Youth (UMARMY), sponsored 
by the Texas Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, sponsors week-long 
service camps that draw more than 4,000 
high school, college and adult participants 
each summer. From June 12-18, Rev. Chris 
McLain of McGuire United Methodist 
Church in West Monroe and Rev. Shawn 
Hornsby with First UMC in West Monroe 
invited a group from UMARMY to North 
Louisiana. 

Participating youth served as site lead¬ 
ers, cooks, cleaning staff and worship lead¬ 
ers. Adult leadership for the work camps 
came from the two Louisiana churches and 
from five East Texas churches including 
Franklin UMC, Lane’s Chapel UMC in 
Tyler, First UMC in Chandler, First UMC 
in Troup, and First UMC in Atlanta, Tex. 

Projects included home repairs such as 
painting, repairing floors and steps, and 
building wheelchair ramps. To find out 
more about the project, visit 
www. umarmy. org 


Church position 
in Beaumont, Tx. 

Trinity UMC in Beaumont, Tex. is 
seeking a full-time Director of 
Christian Education. This person will 
oversee all areas of Christian 
Education, working with a full-time 
Director of Children’s Ministry and a 
full-time Director of Youth Ministry. 
Qualifications include a Bachelor’s 
degree, preferably in education, or 
graduate theological degree, and cer¬ 
tification. Please send your resume to 
nicole@trinitybmt.org or Trinity UMC, 
Attn: Nicole Watzlavik, PO Box 5247 
Beaumont TX 77726. 



Income for You, 
Your Family, 

Your Church 

Want to increase your income? 

A charitable remainder trust can 

help you increase your income for 
life and take advantage of numerous 
benefits including: 

• Income for a second generation 

• Bypass of capital gains tax 

• Charitable income tax deduction 

• A family legacy at church 


JT UNITED METHODIST 

W foundation 

i - of Louisiana - 

"Where Fulh nnd Money Conic Together" 


For more information on the benefits of 
establishing a charitable remainder trust, 
please contact us. 

We look forward to helping you! 


www.umf.org 


225.346.1535 


800.256.9317 




























For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2011 La. Annual 
Conference in 
Shreveport, visit the 
La. Conference web¬ 
site at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Using Facebook appropriately as a ministry tool 


BY THOMAS G. JAMES 

Facebook has become a part of every¬ 
day life for many across the world. In 2010 
it was the most visited site on the internet. 
There are almost 100 million users in the 
United States and an estimated 750 million 
worldwide. 


Many pastors find Facebook a useful 
tool for connecting with other clergy, 
church members, and potential members. 
And since 35 percent of all Facebook users 
in the U.S. are between the ages of 18 and 
25, and over two-thirds are under the age 
of 35, it is properly viewed as an important 


way of connecting with younger people. 

A number of resources can help with 
the basics. Facebook for Churches: the 
Care and Feeding of a Page, by UCC min¬ 
ister Eric S. Anderson, explains basic ter- 

See Facebook, page 7 


Connections for Life 



Karen Stagg, board president for Connections For Life, Inc., stands with Robyn, a graduate of the program closely tied 
to First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. Connections is a 501 (c)3 non-profit that was founded in 2000 by 
Myria Andre-Martin. Myria has been serving women in need for over 30 years and was also co-founder of Myriam’s 
House in Baton Rouge. Connections is a 12-month transitional housing and re-entry program that serves women com¬ 
ing from prison, treatment facilities, battered women’s shelters and other referral agencies. Robyn tells her story to 
the readers of Louisiana Now! through the article found below. 


United Methodist gets new start through program 


A graduate of a Baton Rouge-based 
re-entry and transitional housing program 
for women in need said her “misery came 
to an end” when she became involved in 
Connections for Life. 

“I had hit rock bottom,” said Robyn, 
now a member of First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge, La. “My prob¬ 
lems led me down a path to prison. My 
family was disgusted with my actions 
and I didn’t care about myself.” 

Connections for Life, a non-profit 


organization founded in 2000, offers a 
12-month transitional housing and re¬ 
entry program that serves women coming 
from prison, treatment facilities, battered 
women’s shelters and other referral agen¬ 
cies. The women the program serves are 
each provided an efficiency apartment as 
well as clothing, food, transportation, job 
placement assistance, assistance with 
children and family reunification and 
access to health care. 

“The program provides a very struc¬ 


tured environment for the women we 
serve,” said Karen Stagg, board president 
for Connections for Life. Program resi¬ 
dents are taught financial management 
skills and are required to attend recovery 
meetings. They participate in volunteer 
work within the program and must con¬ 
tribute toward their expenses after obtain¬ 
ing jobs. The mission of the program is to 
help women learn to help themselves and 

See Connections, page 3 
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‘Bold’ changes proposed for church structure 


Members of the Connectional Table, 
meeting July 25-28, endorsed five pro¬ 
posals that would change The United 
Methodist Church’s structure and poten¬ 
tially its funding. 

East Ohio Area Bishop John L. 
Hopkins, the Connectional Table’s chair¬ 
person, called the proposals “far-reach¬ 
ing.” 

“What we’re trying to do is simplify 
the church and integrate it more,” he 
said. He added that the changes are 
intended to help the general church’s 
programs and resources better serve the 
needs of annual (regional) conferences 
and local churches. 

The proposals are the result of the 
church’s Call to Action process, adopted 
by the denomination’s Council of 
Bishops and the Connectional Table in 
their fall 2010 meetings. 

The 60-member Connectional Table 
coordinates the denomination’s mission, 
ministries and resources, and it is respon¬ 
sible for recommending changes in 
agency structures. The body voted to rec¬ 
ommend: 

-Making “necessary changes” to 
allow for “a just, reasonable and compas¬ 
sionate process” for low-performing cler¬ 
gy to leave the itinerancy. 

-Consolidating 10 of the denomina¬ 
tion’s 13 general agencies into five 
offices that will be part of a new United 
Methodist Center for Connectional 
Mission and Ministry. The center will 
have a 15-member board of directors, 
which will be accountable to a 45-mem- 
ber advisory board that will “represent 
the diversity and inclusiveness of our 
Church.” Under the recommendation, the 
consolidation will take place in two 
phases and be completed by 2014. 

-Forming a special study task force to 
determine the optimal organizational 
structure and business model of the 
United Methodist Publishing House and 
the United Methodist Board of Pension 
and Health Benefits, both “fee-for-serv- 
ice” organizations. The task force is to 
make its recommendations by the end of 
2013. 

-Having the General Conference, the 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, 
authorize the board of the new United 
Methodist Center for Connectional 
Mission and Ministry to study the most 
effective ways to fulfill the mission of 
the church. Under this proposal, the 
board would evaluate programs and 
spending at all levels of the church and 
ultimately could direct the reallocation of 
up to $60 million during the 2013-2016 
quadrennium. 

-Forming a task force that would con¬ 
duct a denomination-wide financial 
analysis and initiate proposals for a more 
equitable and effective apportionment 
system across all annual conferences. 
Apportionments support ministries at the 
annual conference and General 
Conference levels. 

The role of General Conference in 
guiding the work of the church remains 
paramount in the new model. “We really 
feel that General Conference sets the val¬ 


ues of our church, not a board of direc¬ 
tors,” Hopkins noted. 

The Connectional Table took up and 
refined the recommendations as part of 
the multiyear Call to Action process, 
which has found that that the status quo 
of a shrinking and aging U.S. church is 
“toxic” and unsustainable. 

The suggested changes originated 
with the Interim Operations Team, a 
group of laity and clergy working with 
denominational leadership to implement 
the Call to Action recommendations. 

The recommendations will be drafted 
into legislation for the 2012 General 
Conference, which has final say on 
whether these structural changes come to 
pass. 

Proposed General Conference legisla¬ 
tion from the Connectional Table and 
other church agencies must be completed 
by Sept. 1. 

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory V. 

Palmer, the convener of the Interim 
Operations Team, expressed confidence 
that the changes will help the church pro¬ 
mote vital congregations and address the 
decades of membership decline in the 
United States. 

“I think some bold directions have 
been embraced,” Palmer said. “We’re 
looking at a much more nimble structure 
(i.e. as in the Center for Connectional 
Mission and Ministry) that creates some 
new possibilities of coherence and flexi¬ 
bility.” 

Changes to clergy job guarantees 

Just about every category of church 
leadership will be affected by the propos¬ 
als. 

The first recommendations dealing 
with clergy follow on the heels of a num¬ 
ber of church studies questioning the sus¬ 
tainability and effectiveness of job guar¬ 
antees for ordained elders. 

The denomination’s current process to 
dismiss incompetent clergy is unwieldy, 
said Washington Area Bishop John 
Schol, a Connectional Table member. 

“When we talk about this as bishops, 
we all recognize that there needs to be a 
process,” Schol told those gathered. 

“This isn’t just a decision that’s made by 
a bishop or district superintendent that 
we don’t think a person is appointable, 
so now they are no longer appointable. ... 
The problem now is the process is so 
cumbersome and takes so much effort 
and eventually must be approved by all 
the clergy that this person might be 
friends with. It’s a process that just does¬ 
n’t work.” 

The Connectional Table’s recommen¬ 
dation is conditioned on no other body in 
the church proposing legislation to 
General Conference to alter the process 
for dismissing ineffective pastors. If no 
other legislation is submitted, the 
Connectional Table asks that General 
Conference appoint a team to study and 
report to the 2016 General Conference a 
process for transitioning clergy in a way 
that best serves congregations, clergy and 
the denomination. 

See Connectional Table, page 8 


Mandatory training set for Sept. 8-10 


Sacred Trust: Boundary Issues for 
Clergy and Spiritual Leaders will be held 
Sept. 8-10 at three separate locations 
throughout the Louisiana Conference. The 
training is mandatory for all who serve 
under appointment in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

“This mandatory training, being held 
across the denomination, is necessary to 
protect every individual pastor, every local 
church and institution, and the denomina¬ 
tion itself. I will be present at each session 
and plan to see you at one of them,” said 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson. 

The three trainings will all be held from 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. and the registration fee of 
$ 15 covers training and lunch. Locations 
and dates include Thursday, Sept. 8, 2011 
at Broadmoor UMC, 10230 Mollylea 
Drive in Baton Rouge; Friday, Sept. 9, 


2011 at Trinity UMC, 1000 Woodward 
Avenue in Ruston; and Saturday, Sept. 10, 
2011 at The Wesley Center, 2350 
Methodist Parkway in Woodworth. 

For more information, contact Rev. John 
Edd Harper at (225) 346-1646, Extension 
230 orjohneddharper@la-umc.org 

A registration fonn for the event can be 
obtained through your District 
Superintendent’s office or downloaded 
from the Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org. Complete the registration form 
and submit with the registration fee to: 

Rev. John Edd Harper, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
before Sept. 1,2011. Makes check payable 
to: Louisiana Annual Conference. 


In Memoriam 
Rev. Howard Ellzey 

May 15, 2011 

Margie Shaw 

May 18, 2011 

Rev. Mary Ann Boggs 

May 19, 2011 

Rev. William Eubanks 

June 10, 2011 

Rev. Alfred Pollard 

June 22, 2011 

Rev. Michael Corrigan 

July 14, 2011 
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NewSong UMC held its Charter Sunday on July 17, celebrating with members, guests and conference staff including, top left, Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Rev. 
Don Cottrill. Rev. Trey Harris, pastor of NewSong, is also shown. Rev. Cottrill serves as provost to the bishop. Children enjoy a game of foosball and the church’s 
praise band performs on Charter Sunday. 


NewSong UMC officially organizes as newest church in Louisiana conference 


Most people would agree, there’s noth¬ 
ing “stuffy” about a worship service at 
NewSong United Methodist Church in 
Prairieville, La. 

Guests are greeted at the door with a 
smile, a hospitality table stacked with 
church information, and a well-stocked cof¬ 
fee bar. 

A glance to the left reveals several mid¬ 
dle-school aged boys enjoying an active 
game at the foosball table and church 
members busily setting buffet tables to 
serve an after-service meal of Cajun 
Pastalaya. 

A glance to the right shows a worship 
area replete with media screens and a con¬ 
temporary praise and worship band tuning 


up for the service which is just minutes 
away. 

The atmosphere was especially joyful 
on July 17 when NewSong on Old Perkins 
Road UMC celebrated Charter Sunday and 
became the second United Methodist 
church in the Louisiana Conference to offi¬ 
cially organize within the past three 
months. The Well United Methodist 
Church, serving Tangipahoa Parish, cele¬ 
brated Charter Sunday on April 24, Easter 
Sunday. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, 
Episcopal leader for the conference, pro¬ 
claimed the new church a “duly organized 
United Methodist congregation” during the 
lively, music-filled worship service that 


featured an impressive praise band. 

NewSong’s worship services are cur¬ 
rently being held in a revamped warehouse 
located at 17839 Airline Hwy. Church lead¬ 
ers are working steadily toward breaking 
ground on a new facility for NewSong 
UMC that will be located on Old Perkins 
Road on 10 acres. “We’ll start with an all¬ 
purpose facility and ultimately add a struc¬ 
ture specifically for worship,” said Rev. 
Trey Harris, pastor. 

Rev. Harris is gratified to see the jour¬ 
ney taken by his congregations since they 
began with “com and see” events in a rent¬ 
ed facility in June of 2007. “On Charter 
Sunday, we officially acknowledged our 
United Methodist roots and our connection 


to a worldwide movement for Christ,” he 
added. 

Another glance at the hospitality table 
on the way out of NewSong UMC gives 
the visitor a real snapshot of the vibrant, 
growing church. There is information about 
small groups and studies, crayons and col¬ 
oring pages to entertain smaller children, 
take-away coffee mugs and bumper stick¬ 
ers with the church logo, and door hangers 
that perfectly describe NewSong UMC: 
“relaxed atmosphere, upbeat worship, rele¬ 
vant messages, and friendly people, just 
like you.” 


Connections, from page 1 

to become productive members of their 
community. 

The program meets the majority of the 
women they serve while the woman is 
still incarcerated. Stagg stated that the pro¬ 
gram seeks to serve women who have 
“nowhere left to go.” “Their spirits are 
broken, relationships with their families 
are not intact and they often don’t believe 
in themselves. We provide the support, 
care and structure that they need, but the 
women do all the hard work as they make 
the journey on their road to recovery,” 
said Stagg. 

Robyn’s story of transformation is 
moving and inspirational for those who 
hear it. “My deepest belief is in Jesus 
Christ and the love He has for everyone. 
Although it was tough, I believe God was 
acting in my life when I was arrested and 
sent to prison because I was able to meet 
Miss Karen. If I can even bring a third of 
this message out to the world, I am doing 
something good,” she said. 

Robyn attends First UMC with her 


husband and their three daughters. She 
now owns her own janitorial company. 
“We worked with Robyn to develop a 
business plan, and with seed money from 
Jacob’s Ladder (First United Methodist’s 
micro lending ministry), she opened her 
own business. She currently serves as a 
mentor for other Connections For Life 
women who are working to overcome 
challenges and who are trying to rebuild 
their lives. In every way, Robyn always 
does the right thing,” said Stagg. 

Robyn’s journey has not only served as 
an example for other women in need, but 
it has helped to change the attitudes of 
people she meets every day. “Robyn has 
proven that no matter how bad things get, 
anyone can change. She usually ‘blows 
away’ stereotypes that people might have 
about those who have been in prison. 1 
think that for those in the church who 
have gotten to know Robyn and witness 
her hard work and success and who have 
helped her that it has been good thing not 
just for Robyn but also for our church,” 
said Stagg. 

A major source of funding for the pro¬ 


gram is the operation of the Connections 
For Life Thrift Store. The thrift store oper¬ 
ates as a result of the generosity of 
churches, community members, business¬ 
es and others in the community who 
donate items for resale in the store. 
Additionally, the thrift store is purposeful¬ 
ly located in a community of need which 
allows the program to not only serve the 
needs of the women in the program but to 
also to be a “good neighbor” to their com¬ 
munity. The thrift store also employs one 
of the Connections For Life program resi¬ 
dents as assistant manager and all of the 
women in the program volunteer in the 
thrift store on a weekly basis. 

First United Methodist Church and the 
congregation are major supporters of the 
Connections For Life program. “The pro¬ 
gram would not exist without the support 
of the community and area churches. The 
members of First UMC are a big part of 
the program’s continuing success,” said 
Stagg. 

Volunteers give of their time and tal¬ 
ents to assist the women and the program 
and also help by donating items for resale 


in the thrift store. For the past three years, 
members of First UMC have coordinated 
a golf tournament that benefits the pro¬ 
gram and assists with much needed opera¬ 
tional funding. “The members of First 
UMC and other churches also provide 
encouraging words of support to the 
women and are welcoming and supportive 
of the woman’s efforts to make a new and 
better life for herself and her children,” 
added Stagg. 

Robyn is passionate about the impact 
that the program and its volunteers have 
had on her life. “Connections gave me the 
foundation that helped me become a pro¬ 
ductive member of society. They helped 
me believe that I could surpass the limita¬ 
tions I had set for myself. Connections is 
responsible for helping me be who and 
what I am today.” 

To leam more about the Connections 
For Life program, please contact 
Connections For Life at 2286 Highland 
Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802, (225) 379- 
3640 or Karen Stagg at Karen@first- 
methodist.org or (225) 383-4777 or (225) 
439-8575. 
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Volunteers assemble cleaning buckets for potential flooding in Louisiana 




In preparation for potential spring flooding, volunteers from throughout the conference assembled 1,500 cleaning buckets to distribute to flood victims. More than 
$100,000 provided by the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry and United Methodist Committee on Relief was used to purchase supplies for the 
buckets. The May 14 assembly date coincided with the Louisiana Conference “Day of Caring” event. Sites for the assembly included Vidalia UMC, Asbury UMC in 
Lafayette and Memorial UMC in Monroe. Pictured, top left, are volunteers preparing for the assembly at Asbury UMC. Top right, a Lowe’s truck arrives at the church 
with supplies for the event. A smiling volunteer at Memorial UMC is pictured on the cover of this issue holding up two of the buckets. The buckets have been sent to 
UMCOR Sager Brown for distribution. 


Union Chapel UMC - Boyce 



Union Chapel UMC in Boyce held a spring performance during worship showcas¬ 
ing the talents of their youth group and several adult members. The powerful skit 
was entitled “The Resurrection!” 



Baton Rouge DCYM gives back 


More than 100 youth and adults from 
the Baton Rouge District recently descend¬ 
ed on Camp Istrouma for “One Great Day 
of Service.” This day of service was start¬ 
ed in 2009 as a way for the Baton Rouge 
District Youth to give back to the commu¬ 
nity and to their church. During the plan¬ 
ning phase of the 2010 event, the Baton 
Rouge DCYM decided to move it to Camp 


Istrouma. Many of the youth in this dis¬ 
trict have benefited from the camping min¬ 
istry of the Louisiana Conference. The 
group painted, raked, cleaned mattresses, 
planted flowers, built flower beds, laid sod, 
cleared nature trails and assisted the staff in 
many other ways. The Baton Rouge 
DCYM wants to thank Camp Istrouma for 
the ministry they offer to others. 


St. Peter UMC and Shiloh UMC - Maringouin 



Members of St. Peter United Methodist Church and Shiloh UMC in Maringouin hosted an outreach to the residents of Manor of Maringouin on May 14 during the con¬ 
ference-wide “Day of Caring.” The facility houses 24 residents, some of whom have disabilities. The residents were given gift bags of toiletries that had been assem¬ 
bled by church volunteers. Several members of the churches led a Bible study for the residents. St. Peter and Shiloh UMCs plan future visits to the manor, with 
hopes to serve cooked meals, lead more Bible studies and offer additional volunteer services. Pictured, top left, are Rev. Emmett Collins, Peggy Butler, Melvin Steele 
and Lillian Dominque as they prepare gift bags. Shown, top right, are church volunteers with residents of Manor of Maringouin. 
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Rev. Josh Milliron preaches to the congregation of First United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg during a June mission to Russia. Ed Jackson, Chris Owens, Scott 
Alford and Doyle Coffelt worked on repairing the roof of the church during the mission. James Gillespie and Chris Owen carry building materials for the roof repair. 


Mission team to Russia serves, worships with First UMC Ekaterinburg 


A Louisiana delegation left the steamy 
south on June 9 to travel across the world 
to visit our friends at First United 
Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia. 
Upon arriving, the team received a warm 
welcome from the church, but experienced 
surprisingly brisk air and chilly tempera¬ 
tures. What a welcome relief for the folks 
from Louisiana . . .something refreshing 
was in the air and a renewal was on the 
horizon. 

The team ministered, served, worshiped 
and worked throughout the 12-day mission. 
Rev. Josh Milliron and the worship team 


from Moss Bluff UMC led four powerful 
evening services that humbled many and 
brought several new commitments to 
Christ. “Though our words and expres¬ 
sions were different, in that moment, we all 
spoke the same language,” wrote James 
Gillespie, coordinator for the Louisiana 
Russian Initiative. 

Allison Milliron, Kay Hathaway, Leah 
Hathaway and Jacqueline Swain taught art 
classes to children for four mornings. Art 
projects featured Biblical themes and 
taught familiar stories of faith. James 
Gillespie, Larry Cobb, Doyle Coffelt, Scott 


Alford, Patrick Hodgins, Chris Owens and 
Ed Jackson repaired the roof of the church 
and landscaped the grounds. “In the midst 
of much unrest and uncertainty in Russia, 
the cross, prominently mounted on the 
front of First UMC, symbolized the hope 
and love that was growing,” added 
Gillespie. The team members listened as 
people from the church shared stories of 
their new desire to share their faith with co¬ 
workers and friends without shame or fear. 

The work is plentiful and the need is 
still great, said Gillespie. “Our commit¬ 
ment to First UMC Ekaterinburg continues 


through prayer, financial support and sever¬ 
al yearly trips. We invite everyone to con¬ 
sider partnering with this ministry to fur¬ 
ther the work of the kingdom, a world 
away. The spirit brought transformation, 
healing and wholeness to all on that jour¬ 
ney. As we arrived home in Louisiana, 
greeted by triple digit sweltering heat, it 
was evident a renewal had occurred 
indeed.” 

For more information about the 
Louisiana Russian Initiative, contact 
Gillespie at (318) 470-6806. 

Disaster response 
team assists with 
tornado damage 

A destructive tornado recently hit the 
northern section of St. Tammany parish. 
When it was over, approximately 30 
homes were damaged; six of them were 
totally demolished. 

Two teams from St. Timothy United 
Methodist Church coordinated with local 
pastors from Sun UMC and Waldheim 
UMC to salvage personal belongings and 
furniture and to remove refuse from prop¬ 
erty. Chuck Reynolds served as mission 
team leader. 

The team was able to assist two families 
along Hwy 40 in Bush, La. St. Timothy 
UMC and other area churches donated 
housewares, linens, cooking utensils, ice, 
bottled water, coolers, food, clothes and 
more. 

Letting the light of Christ shine in the 
local community was a blessing to all 27 
team members. 

Funds donated by Pearl River, 

Waldheim and St. Timothy UMCs were 
used to purchase Walmart gift cards for 
families impacted by the tornado. 
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Tulane’s Wesley Center damaged 


During the early morning hours of July 
24, an SUV crashed through the front glass 
entrance of the Wesley Foundation’s build¬ 
ing located on Tulane University’s campus 
in New Orleans, La. Just before hitting the 
Wesley Campus Center, the vehicle collid¬ 
ed with a taxicab on Freret Street, sending 
several people to the hospital. 

According to NOPD Public Information 
Officer, the driver of the SUV is being 
arrested on a charge of driving while intox¬ 
icated. The driver of the taxicab is still in 
serious condition. 

Rev. Max Zehner, campus minister, was 
shocked and concerned when he heard the 
news that Sunday morning. “After gather¬ 
ing my thoughts, 1 arrived at the Tulane 
Wesley Foundation to meet with the a New 
Orleans Police Department officer to dis¬ 
cuss the damage. I would quickly leam that 
a drunk driver had violently collided with a 
taxi cab and then continued on to plow into 
the front glass entrance of the Wesley 
Foundation’s chapel. The SUV then ran 


through an eight-foot dividing wall 
before finally landing on the other side of 
the room. The question that has come up 
numerous times, and one that I cannot 
answer, is ‘how fast do you think he was 
going?”’ 

In its wake, the car crash has left the 
Wesley Foundation with thousands of dol¬ 
lars of damage, according to Rev. Zehner. 
“The silver lining in all of this is, first and 
foremost, that no one was fatally injured. 
Furthermore, because the university is still 
on its summer break, we still have a month 
to return our chapel to a functioning condi¬ 
tion before classes and worship resume.” 

A work day was held on July 30 to clear 
debris from the damaged facility. Rev. 
Zehner commented, “ Yes, it’s a mess, but 
we have many wonderful people who love 
us and will see us through this process!” 

Although insurance will cover the costs 
of repairs, there is still a deductible to be 
met. For more information, contact Rev. 
Zehner at maxzehner@tulane.edu 
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of Theology, Rev. iMaryJaise Pi*rce Norton Irom General 
Board of Disci pie 5 hip, Dr. Gladys Childs from Texas 
Wesleyan University PLUS many mure speakers. 


Christian Education Instruction for those who serve in 
dhildren, Youth, adult and spiritual formation 
ministries. 


About the weekend in Houston 

Friday morning: Optional Spiritual formation Retreat 
Friday afternooni Tours of Houston area ministries or 
workslmp with Dr. HoJbert 
Friday evening: Dinner & worship 
Saturday: Three Workshop Slots from over 30 choices 


For more information, visit our website 

www.glilcs.orc) 


Webinars slated for financial church leaders 

August 18 and 25, 6:30 p.m., CDT - Finance Leaders (two 
parts) 

Designed for the church treasurer, Finance Committee and financial 
secretary. 

August 18 content includes fundraising and money BURNOUT! 
This webinar will cover the central message of generosity, essen¬ 
tials of an effective program, things that work and things that do not 
work. Move beyond “the way we have always done it” to lead your 
congregation in extravagant generosity for the ministry God has for 
your congregation. 

August 25 content focuses on extravagant generosity. This “boot 
camp” for finance leaders will be a “put-it-to-work” review of the 
newest program on the marketplace, “Extravagant Generosity, the 
Heart of Giving. ” One of the authors will describe how to make it 
work, how it is different, and how to get started. Learn about “heart- 
change” and marketing and branding concepts to inspire generosity 
among all age groups. 

Participate from your own internet OR gather with other finance 
leaders at the church and watch together. 

Register at www.gbod.org/committee_resources 
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United Methodist churches conference-wide host Vacation Bible Schools 



More than 100 children, youth and adults enjoyed the “Shake It Up Cafe’ Vacation Bible School, top left, held this summer at University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. During VBS at First UMC in Alexandria, top right, children brought non-perishable food items to the VBS Manna Cafe. The items were donated to 
Marksville UMC to help them open a food pantry. Vacation Bible School participants at St. Mark UMC in Opelousas, above right, went on an ‘Island Odyssey’ on July 
14. VBS participants at Wesley Chapel UMC in Ruston, above left, raised $1,448 for Heifer International to purchase 12 goats to help needy families around the world. 


Facebook, from page 1 

minology (such as the difference between a 
“profile” and a “page”) and describes the 
essential elements of a congregational 
Facebook page. Facebook for Pastors, a 
free ebook by nonprofit marketing expert 
Chris Forbes, discusses how common 
Facebook features and applications can be 
used to connect with people, expand evan¬ 
gelistic outreach, and build faith. And pas¬ 
tor/blogger Dan Navarra’s Ten Ways to Use 
Facebook in Your Ministry, provides a 
series of practical suggestions for making 
Facebook posts timely and relevant. 

But caution is warranted. Pastors must 
leam to manage Facebook and other social 
media in ways that allow personal interac¬ 
tion with friends and family without hin¬ 
dering their ministerial calling, especially 
when moving from one church to the next. 
They should invest time in learning to use 
Facebook appropriately. New Facebook 
users should allow themselves time to see 
how others interact through this social 
media, to master proper Facebook eti¬ 
quette, and to become familiar with the use 
of group and fan pages. 

Here are a few tips to help assure that 
your Facebook presence reflects positively 
on your ministry on a day-to-day basis and 
in times of transition. 

Wall posts 

Wall posts are meant to allow others to 
share in your life’s journey, which will 
have its ups and downs. But a pastor is a 
public figure. Everything you say, do, 
“like,” share, and click is made public on 
Facebook. So avoid the temptation to share 


daily frustrations, vent about church issues 
and members, or discuss situations best 
kept private. Even if you have restricted the 
access to your wall, your comments might 
be re-posted or read in a way you did not 
intend. Before posting anything, consider 
how others might read and interpret the 
post. United Methodist Communications 
has on its website a brief Social Media 
Etiquette Handbook to help you steer clear 
of some common pitfalls and embarrassing 
situations when using Facebook and other 
social media. 

Maintaining boundaries 
Some people create multiple Facebook 
accounts, allowing them to use one for 
their professional networks and one for 
their personal networks. Some pastors have 
adopted this practice to keep what happens 
in their personal life separate from what 
happens in pastoral ministry. However, this 
practice violates Facebook’s policy that no 
individual may have more than one 
account. An alternative is to maintain a sin¬ 
gle personal account, but create a separate 
Facebook page to carry out pastoral inter¬ 
actions. Another option is to create sublists 
within a broader list of friends to keep per¬ 
sonal information available only to those 
with whom you are closest. 

Friending church members 
Keep in mind, before you friend a 
church member, you need to be willing to 
friend them all. Friending only certain 
church members can cause division in the 
congregation. 

Pastoral transitions 

What should pastors do about church 


members who are Facebook friends when 
moving to a new pastoral assignment? 
Members from the previous congregation 
may be watching to see if their old pastor 
posts affectionate notes about the new 
church, and clergy are watching to see if 
comments are made about their celebrated 
departure. If former parishioners remain as 
Facebook friends, remember you are no 
longer their pastor. Just as your personal 
relationship must change, your contact 
through social media sites must change as 
well. 

Some moving pastors choose to 
“unfriend” everyone from their former 
church, eliminating the temptation to con¬ 
tinue to act as their pastor. Another alterna¬ 
tive is to move previous church members 
to a list with limited access to your profile. 
People on this list would not be able to see 
new wall posts or pictures of your life in 
the new church. United Methodist pastor 
Jeremy Smith has posted detailed instruc¬ 
tions on using some advanced Facebook 
settings, such as creating sublists for differ¬ 
ent categories of friends and setting differ¬ 
ent levels of access to segregate Facebook 
friends from past churches. Click here to 
view his recommendations. Whichever 
option you choose, it is important to state 
clearly in advance how you will handle this 
transition to avoid hurt feelings. 

Avoiding the overuse of Facebook 
Facebook can easily be abused by posting 
status updates too often, commenting on 
others’ status updates or pictures too fre¬ 
quently, and repeatedly “liking” or “pok¬ 
ing” others. It can easily become a distract¬ 


ing and potentially addictive waste of time 
if you endlessly scan the personal profiles, 
past comments, and pictures of others. 
Limit the amount of time you spend on 
Facebook, and never use it as a primary 
tool for getting to know your congregants. 
Facebook was designed for staying in 
touch with others, not as a primary avenue 
of communication. Use Facebook as a sup¬ 
plementary way of keeping up to date with 
people you care about, but never as a sub¬ 
stitute for face-to-face ministry. 

Complying with denominational 
expectations 

Increasingly, denominations and 
judicatories are issuing guidelines on the 
use of social media by pastors and other 
religious professionals. For example, the 
Virginia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church recently approved social 
media guidelines. Inquire about whether 
such guidelines exist in your tradition, and 
if so, take time to familiarize yourself with 
the expectations. 

Thomas G. James is resource manager 
for the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership. A graduate of Wesley 
Theological Seminary, he is a provisional 
elder in the Virginia Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

“This article is reprinted by permission 
from Leading Ideas, a free online newslet¬ 
ter of the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership of Wesley Theological 
Seminary and available at www.church- 
leadership.com. To receive the newsletter 
regularly, visit the website to register on 
line. “ 

































8 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^f/ 


AUGUST 5, 2011 


Baton Rouge 
churches play role in 
interfaith celebration 

St. John’s UMC and University UMC, 
both in Baton Rouge, will play key roles in 
the 25th anniversary celebration of the 
Interfaith Federation of Greater Baton 
Rouge. 

Both churches will serves as sites dur¬ 
ing a moveable “pray-for-peace vigil” on 
Sept. 11 from 1-3:30 p.m. Participants can 
visit one or all sites, staying for “a few 
minutes or hours.” At St. John’s UMC 
(9375 Highland Rd.), visitors will experi¬ 
ence an outdoor labyrinth as they pray for 
inner peace. At University UMC (3550 
Dalrymple Dr.), participants will pray for 
“peacemakers.” 

For more infonnation about the inter¬ 
faith event, visit www.ifedgbr.com 



Connectional Table, from page 2 

The Rev. Kim Cape, the top executive 
of the United Methodist Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, told the 
Connectional Table that the 2008-2012 
Commission to Study the Ministry will 
issue its final recommendations Aug. 12, 
and they are likely to include an end to 
“security of appointment” for elders. 

The proposed structural changes have 
implications for the nearly 1,400 people 
who work for the denomination’s 13 gen¬ 
eral agencies. The number of staff posi¬ 
tions in the general agencies has decreased 
steadily, from 3,139 in 1971 to 1,384 as of 
2010 . 

The Connectional Table’s recommenda¬ 
tion endorses the move by the denomina¬ 
tion’s ecumenical agency, the United 
Methodist Commission on Christian Unity 
and Interreligious Concerns, to become 
part of the Council of Bishops. 

In the Connectional Table’s proposal, 
many of the ministries of the current agen¬ 
cies would be subsumed in five offices 
under the newly created Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry. 

The offices would comprise: 

An Office of Congregational Vitality, 
encompassing “the essential functions” of 
the United Methodist Board of 
Discipleship and multicultural ministries. 

An Office of Leadership Excellence, 
encompassing work currently done by the 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

An Office of Missional Engagement, 
responsible for much of the work of the 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, including global health, mis¬ 
sionaries, Volunteers in Mission and the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

An Office of Justice and Reconciliation, 
encompassing the essential functions of the 
United Methodist Board of Church and 
Society, the Commission on Religion and 
Race and the Commission on the Status 
and Role of Women. 

An Office of shared services that would 
include the “essential functions” of the 
General Council of Finance and 
Administration, United Methodist 
Communications and other agencies’ com¬ 
munications staff members, and the 
denomination’s infonnation and technolo¬ 
gy support. 


Volunteers needed for LAVIM upcoming mission to Cambodia 

“Called to a Life of Prayerful Contemplation and Spiritual Formation” is the theme for the work of a Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team leaving for Cambodia this September. Two more team members are needed to complete the Louisiana compo¬ 
nent of a staff that will lead a four day retreat for lay leadership from churches across the southern half of Cambodia. 

The Sept. 29-Oct. 10 itinerary will include visits to historical sites and Methodist ministries in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap. 
The group will join another LAVIM team to dedicate a new Methodist Church at Samrath. Cost for the trip will be just over 
$3,000. We are seeking additional team members with spiritual director training and experience. Please contact Rev. Ann 
Sutton for more information at (337) 962-2235 or email revann70507@gmail.com 



Free Estate Planning Course 

“Now . . . I’ll finally get a will done. ” 


Why Have Nearly 250 Louisiana Methodists 

taken the course? 

Here’s what our participants said: 

“It caused me to realize I need to get 
my ‘house’in order.” 

The facts were placed in order, with clarity. ” 

“It gave a clear explanation and definition of 
all legal terms related to wills. ” 


“It reminded me of the importance 
of having a will.” 


“The free gift booklet I received upon 
completion with instructions was great- 
maybe now I’ll finally get my will done. ” 
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Now enrolling church groups in the FREE 

It’s Different in Louisiana! 

Estate Planning Course by mail 



(225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 www.umf.org 
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Going to Guatemala 




A 14-member Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission team traveled to 
Guatemala this summer to perform 
construction tasks at a retreat cen¬ 
ter and to lead Vacation Bible 
School fora local orphanage. 
Students, left, lined up to receive 
snack bags after watching a pro¬ 
gram performed by the team. 


St. Andrew’s UMC sends LAVIM team to Guatemala 


Fourteen members of St. Andrew’s 
United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge served as part of a Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission team to Guatemala 
during July. 

Group projects included work on con¬ 
struction at a Methodist retreat center and 
putting on a Vacation Bible School for an 
orphanage in Lemoa, a rural village in 
central Guatemala. 

“Words or pictures cannot do justice 
for what our time in Guatemala meant to 
all of us. We were touched by God often, 
and we saw His hands at work with our 
team and with the people of Guatemala,” 
said David Howell, team member. The 
group included Kenneth Musick, team 
leader, Sara Hahn, Jeanie Howell, David 
Howell, Sarah Redpath, Nancy Waller, 
Kasey Waller, Dylan Leggett, Logan 
Leggett, Richard Leggett, Donna Leggett, 
Joshua Duke, Rhonda Miller and Nick 
Miller. 

The team headed to Lemoa on a 
Tuesday morning. It was about four 
hours travel from Guatemala City 
through scenic towns, winding mountain 
roads and lush green fields planted on 
steep mountain slopes. 

“We arrived at the Methodist retreat 
center, excited to get ready to work and 
to put on a Vacation Bible School at 
Hogar del Nino Huerfano Orphanage. 
One morning, we invited the elementary 


school children to the community retreat 
center where we put on a program for 
them. We sang, performed skits, and 
played games with almost 400 children. 
We prepared and handed out snack bags 
to each of them. Although we did not 
speak their language, we were able to 
show them God’s love through our 
actions. It was a powerful time for the 
team members as well as the children,” 
said Howell. 

The team worked on construction 
projects at the retreat center in the morn¬ 
ing and facilitated VBS at the orphanage 
in the afternoons. They learned how to 
mix concrete by hand, make rebar, pour 
concrete and plaster walls. The group fin¬ 
ished sidewalks around two sides of the 
community meeting building and also 
helped plaster the back wall. They moved 
dirt, sand and rocks to mix with the con¬ 
crete for the sidewalks with the help of 
two Guatemalan workers. The group was 
able to finish the project by the end of the 
week in spite of the fact that it rained 
every afternoon. 

During those afternoons, the team 
organized and staffed VBS at the orphan¬ 
age. “There were 19 children and we all 
fell in love with them.We sang, danced, 
and played with them. We shared Bible 
stories with them. It was extremely hard 
to say goodbye on Saturday morning as 
we all had developed deep relationships,” 


added Howell. 

The group also became attached to 
their bus driver, Remiro, and their inter¬ 
preter, Raul. “The relationships we 
formed with Remiro and Raul, and with 
the children in Lemoa will stay with us 
forever and we will continue to pray for 
the people of Guatemala and the needs of 
that country,” he said. 

The team came back determined to 
repeat their mission to Guatemala. “We 
encourage everyone to get involved 
somewhere. Be God’s hands and feet to 
someone whether it is across the world or 
in your hometown. We know that you 
will get more out of serving than you 
ever imagined and you just might be the 
person God intended to use to bring 
another person to know Christ!,” said 
Howell. 

Missions to Guatemala are just one 
example of the many opportunities to 
serve through Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission. If you are interested in becom¬ 
ing part of a LAVIM hands-on mission 
project in Guatemala (or almost any¬ 
where else in the world) call the LAVIM 
office for more information at (225) 346- 
1646. Larry Norman, director of LAVIM 
is available to speak at any local church 
to share information on this exciting 
Conference ministry. 
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First UMC, Shreveport consecrates two new 


buildings for children’s ministry, outreach 


First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport is consecrating its two newest 
buildings on its campus at the Flead of 
Texas Street. 

A service of consecration will be held 
Aug. 28 for the new buildings: Emmett 
Hook Center and Children’s Ministry 
Center. Louisiana Conference Bishop 
William Hutchinson will lead the event to 
be held in the auditorium of the Emmett 
Hook Center, at 500 Common Street. 
Bishop Hutchinson will also be delivering 
the sermon at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services 
in the church sanctuary. 

Combined, the two structures and the 
related furniture, fixtures, and attachments 
represent an investment of over $8.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

The Children’s Ministry Center opened 
on Sunday, May 8. In addition to class¬ 
rooms for infants through K4, members 
and guests enjoy a comfort room for nurs¬ 
ing mothers, a “wee” worship center, and 
indoor and outdoor play areas. The 
Children’s Ministry Center also provides a 
safe, secure and special space for younger 
children and their parents to enjoy week¬ 


Willie Berman, Director of Mexico 
Volunteers in Mission, toured the Louisiana 
Conference from July 30-Aug. 6. The tour 
was designed as both a vacation for 
Willie’s family as well as a series of gath¬ 
erings in area churches with those active in 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission mini-med¬ 
ical and construction missions to the border 
area. 

While the news of drug violence in 
Mexico has frightened some teams, many 
have continued to offer mission service 
without incident. Bennan’s main aim was 
to assure prospective volunteers that life 
goes on a usual along the border and teams 
who have traveled there have found them¬ 
selves feeling secure in their safety, and 
much needed for their medical and con¬ 
struction abilities. Bennan and his family 
presented up to date facts about mission in 


day playdates, summer camps. Parent’s 
Night Out and the Amazing Adventure 
Bible study. 

The Emmett Hook Center opened its 
doors for worship on Sunday, July 17, with 
the gala inaugural performance of “Crazy 
for You” opening the following Friday. 

This state of the art building boasts an 
orchestra pit and comfortable seating for 
308. It is home to the contemporary wor¬ 
ship service, FAITHLink, every Sunday at 
1 la.m.The Emmett Hook Center continues 
the church’s tradition of supporting the per- 
fonning arts in the Shreveport/Bossier. 
Since 1971, First United Methodist Church 
has participated in the local performing arts 
hosting quality, family-friendly productions 
with all-volunteer casts. This year, look for 
“I Remember Mama,” “Disney Dazzle,” 
and “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

First United Methodist Church, located 
in downtown Shreveport, offers Sunday 
worship services at 8:30 a.m.and 11:00 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 
9:45 a.m. Discover more by contacting the 
church office at (318) 424-7771 or visiting 
www. fume shreveport. org 


Mexico while visiting Lakeview UMC in 
Shreveport, First UMC in Pineville, St. 
Matthews UMC in Metarie, and in Ruston. 
Time was taken for the family to enjoy 
horseback riding, a tour of River Road 
plantations, local seafood and visits with 
long-time volunteers to Mexico. On Aug. 

5, members of the Louisiana Conference 
staff and lay volunteers joined Berman, 
left, at the UMCOR Depot at Sager Brown 
to process health kits and load a trailer 
bound for Mexico filled with health kits, 
school supplies, tools and many other items 
which volunteers and churches donated 
during the family’s rounds of the state. 

LAVIM regularly sends two or three 
teams per month to the Mexican border. 
Call the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 
to find out more about these medical and 
construction teams to Mexico. 



Mexico YIM director visits Louisiana 



Advocacy conference slated for Oct. 29 


Restoring Justice: People of Faith 
Uniting to End Domestic Violence will be 
held Oct. 29 from 9:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. 
This important event is an advocacy con¬ 
ference sponsored by the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Church and Society 
and the Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women with support from the 
General Board of Church and Society of 
The United Methodist Church and the 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Men. 

The goals of the event are to provide a 
theology of peace and wholeness as it 
relates to healthy relationships; examine 
the current realities about domestic vio¬ 
lence in Louisiana and how the church can 
respond; hear stories of, and stand in soli¬ 


darity with, survivors of domestic abuse; 
build a movement in Louisiana of advo¬ 
cates for just policies and programs that 
serve victims and perpetrators; and initiate 
prevention strategies to reduce violence in 
the home and end cycles of trauma 
Cost of the event is $20 per person, 
which includes lunch. Some scholarships 
are available. Find more infonnation and 
register online at www.la-umc.org To regis¬ 
ter by mail, checks should be made payable 
to “LA Conference UMC” and sent to: 
Laura Salguero (LA Conf. Peace with 
Justice Coordinator and LA UMW Social 
Action Coordinator); 312 Marie St., West 
Monroe, La. 71291. Laura may be reached 
at (318) 387-3069 or 
salguero@bellsouth.net 

The registration deadline is Oct. 15. 


Louisiana ConferenceA^f 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 






















AUGUST 26, 2011 


Louisiana Conference NOW! Special UMW Section 


3 


The Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women will celebrate their 
38th Annual Meeting and District Elected Leadership Training (DELT) 
Oct. 7-8, 2011 at Broadmoor United Methodist Church, Shreveport 


honoring The Past 



^taring The Fut^ 
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Shirley Fontenot 
Chair 

President of 
Shreveport District 
UMW 



Mary Margaret Barr 
Co-chair 
Unit President 
Broadmoor UMC 
UMW 


The Shreveport District welcomes 
you to our Louisiana Conference 
38th Annual Meeting. Hosts for 
the occasion will be the women of 
Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport and 
the Shreveport District. Our 
theme will be "Honoring the Past 
and Nurturing the Future." We 
will be honoring our past Louisiana 
Conference UMW Presidents at 
our banquet, Friday night. Our 
speaker will be Pat Cobb from 
Baton Rouge. A full-bloom rose 
represents our past and a rose bud 
represents our future UMW 
women. Mark your calendars and 
register early. Help us honor and 
nurture our ladies! 


From the UMW President 


Please join us in Shreveport on Friday, Oct. 

7, 2011 through Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011 to meet, 
greet and thank past conference presidents as 
we “Honor the past and Nurture the Future”. 

Our meeting will be held at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church. We thank the Shreveport 
District for hosting us this year under the capa¬ 
ble leadership of Shirley Ledbetter. Our theme 
is such an appropriate one with scripture com¬ 
ing from Psalm 145: 4-5, which states: “One 
generation commends your work to another; 
they tell of your mighty acts. They speak of 
the glorious splendor of your majesty - and I 
will meditate on your wonderful work.” NIV. 

As I leave the position of Louisiana Conference 
UMW President, I recognize the importance of honoring 
our past and nurturing our future. As we read the transi¬ 
tion of leadership from Moses to Joshua in the end of 
Deuteronomy and beginning of Joshua, the leadership of 
Moses is honored. Never had there been a prophet like 
him. He had the privilege of seeing God face to face and 
no one performed the signs and wonders that he did. His 
accomplishments and character are acknowledged, hon¬ 
ored, and celebrated. As Joshua takes the helm of lead¬ 
ership, we see a new vision cast and new direction given. 
Joshua reminds the people of their story and honors the 
legacy of Moses, but also spurs them on to the next step. 

I think honoring the past means celebrating the people 
and the moments that God has used, interpreting for a 
new generation their importance and holding on to the 
principles and heart that laid the foundation for the 
future. I think some of the problems in our churches 
would go away if new and younger leaders would honor 
the past and if older leaders would nurture the future. 

For those of us who lead the transition from past to 
future, we must leam the art of leading in the change. A 
classic example is our founder, John Wesley. He was an 
innovative leader who nurtured the future by preaching 
in places outside the church walls. By reaching new 
groups with the gospel, he also honored the desires and 
concerns of Christians from the past who wanted the 
gospel spread throughout the world. 


We recognize and appreciate the sacrifi¬ 
cial living of others from the past and those 
living today. We have been nurtured, taught, 
loved, cajoled, corrected and inspired by the 
Saints of the present and near past. We have 
a great cloud of witnesses and we honor 
those who have been called to glory because 
they have finished their work on this side. 
During this 2011 Annul Meeting, we will 
recognize Louisiana Conference UMW pres¬ 
idents who have served. 

We are deeply appreciative of our her¬ 
itage, but we cannot stay there. They are a 
part of who we are as individuals and as 
United Methodist Women. We are called to stand at the 
intersections of the past, present, and future; to stand at 
the intersections of differing cultures; to stand at the 
intersections of differences between age groups; and to 
stand at the intersections of the myriad of challenges that 
the church faces today. We are challenged to honor our 
past as we nurture and move into the future. 

The past living conference presidents will be honored 
at the banquet on Friday evening. Pat Cobb, who is one 
of the past conference presidents, will bring the message 
on behalf of the past presidents. Our Bishop, William 
Hutchinson will bring the message on Saturday. Come 
one; come all, to celebrate with us. 

As I leave as your Conference UMW President, I 
invite ALL to come and help us celebrate United 
Methodist Women by “Honoring our Past and Nurturing 
our Future”. 

Finally, I want to thank you for all of your support 
over the years. I also want to thank you for your support 
in electing me to serve you as delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional conferences. 

May God continue to bless the United Methodist 
Women! 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman 

UMW Conference President 



Edna B. Hickman 


Honoring the Past: Former Louisiana Conference UMW 
Presidents to be recognized at 2011 Annual Meeting Banquet 


In an effort to bring our theme into fruition, it is our pleasure to highlight our past conference presidents. 

Honoring the memory of those who have passed on: 

Elizabeth McGowan (WSCS) - Conference Presidency, 1968-1972 
Florence Kirkpatrick (died before her first Annual Meeting), 1972 
Mary Adele Compton - Conference Presidency, 1973-1975 
Nell Read - Conference Presidency, 1980-1983 
Janelle McCammon - Conference Presidency, 1984-1989 

In honor and recognition of those who are still living among us: 



Gloria Amy Ward 

Bennett 1975-1979 

WS Guild 



Norma Pat Cobb Elouise 

Winegeart 1994-1997 Sanders 

1990-1993 1998-2001 


Lueburda 

Myers 

2002-2005 


Harriette 
Tucker Elrod 
2006-2008 




A note from Janet Hoffpauir 1979-80:1 regret that I have not been able to participate in this year's UMW Annual Meeting. I am cur¬ 
rently the primary caregiver for a dear family member in San Francisco, Cal. These obligations have prevented me from being with 
you, but you are in my heart. May God bless you all and the work of United Methodist Women in our conference and worldwide! 
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Introducing the 


2011 UMW Annual Meeting program participants 


Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson 

Bishop Hutchinson 
(Bill) grew up in the 
oil community of 
Hobbs, New Mexico. 

After graduation from 
Hobbs High School, he 
attended the University 
of Oklahoma with 
plans to complete a 
major in Accounting. 

Realizing that God had 
other plans and after accepting the call to 
ministry, he graduated in 1963 with a 
degree in Philosophy. Bishop Hutchinson 
received his Master's of Divinity degree 
from Duke Divinity School in 1966 and 
holds an honorary doctorate degree from 
McMurry University, which was awarded 
to him in 1987. Our bishop was ordained 
as a Deacon in 1964 and an Elder in 1968. 
Bishop Hutchinson was elected to the 
Episcopacy on July 13, 2000 and was 
assigned to the the Louisiana conference on 
September 1, 2000 and has been a vital part 
of this conference family since that time. 

He is married to the lovely and gracious 
Kay Aitken Hutchinson and they are the 
proud parents of two sons, John and Mark 
Hutchinson. Bishop Hutchinson will deliv¬ 
er the message during our Saturday session 
of Annual Meeting. 

Dr. Donald R. Avery 

Donald R. Avery is 
a native of Slidell, 

Louisiana . He is cur¬ 
rently serving as 
Superintendent of the 
Shreveport District of 
the Louisiana 
Conference United 
Methodist Church. 

Before this appoint¬ 
ment, he was the 
Senior Pastor of First UMC, Natchitoches 
and the St John's UMC, Baton Rouge. 

Prior to these appointments, Rev. Avery 
also served as District Superintendent of 
the Alexandria District from 1992 - 1999. 
From 1972 until May 1992, he served the 
Neely UMC, Baton Rouge during which 
time a new edifice was constructed. While 
he was the pastor of Neely, he attended 
Southern University School of Law where 
he received the Juris Doctor degree with 
honors in May 1976. Also while serving 




Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Neely, he was a circuit pastor for 11 years 
serving Hartzell United Methodist Church 
in Rosedale , Louisiana. Rev. Avery started 
his ministry at the Peoples United 
Methodist Church in New Orleans. He is 
married to Dr. Marcia Wells Avery, who is 
a professor at the Northwestern University 
College of Nursing in Shreveport, 
Louisiana . He has two sons, Dr. Derek 
Avery, a professor in the School of 
Business of Temple University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Garrett 
Avery, who has a B.A. degree in psycholo¬ 
gy from Emory University and is planning 
to go to business school. Rev. Avery will 
give the welcome to the Annual Meeting 
from the Shreveport District and provide 
the closing benediction. 

Rev. Ken Irby 

Rev. Ken Irby is in his seventh year as 
Senior Pastor of Broadmoor UMC in 
Shreveport. He is a graduate of Candler 
School of Theology. 

Ken and his wife Kay 
have three children- 
recent college graduate 
Seth, LSU sophomore 
Nathan, and Byrd High 
junior Caroline. In his 
spare time, he enjoys 
cooking, working in 
the yard, and going to 
movies. Rev. Irby will 
extend a welcome from 
the hosting congrega¬ 
tion of Broadmoor 
UMC in Shreveport. 

Rev. Beverly Connelly 

Rev. Beverly Connelly received the 
Master of Divinity 
degree from Duke 
Divinity and has pas- 
tored Wesley UMC in 
Mansfield, Louisiana 
and currently serves as 
pastor of St. Paul UMC 
in Shreveport. Rev. 

Connelly is a certified 
hospital chaplain and 
started her ministry in Rev. Beverly 
this area. After, and as Connelly 
a result of Hurricane 
Katrina, she and her family moved to 
Texas. After their return to Louisiana, the 
bishop asked that she start church ministry. 
She maintains her hospital chaplain's certi¬ 
fication so that, if requested to do so, she 




Rev. Ken Irby 


can resume that ministry focus. Rev. 
Connelly is a gifted liturgical dancer and 
has also conducted liturgical dance and 
drama workshops for conference events. 
Rev. Connelly is the mother of one daugh¬ 
ter, Cherish, who is 19 and attends 
Harvard University and one son, Joshua, 

24, who is an accomplished musician and 
currently lives in New Orleans. Rev. 
Connelly will give the meditation for the 
opening session of Annual Meeting. 

Mary H. Collins 

Mary Collins is the current state presi¬ 
dent of Church Women United. A resident 
of New Orleans, Ms. 

Collins travels 
statewide representing 
the programs of CWU. 

Every member of 
UMW is also a mem¬ 
ber of CWU. Mary 
Haynes Collins has 55 
years of service in the 
Women's Missionary 
Society of the AME 
church. She is active in 
several community 
service organizations 
including the board of directors for 
Peoples Community Center and is treasurer 
of the Ruth Carter Auxiliary to the 
Community Center. She is a board member 
of Louisiana Interchurch Conference and 
the Children's Defense Fund. Ms. Collins is 
the widow of the late Clarence Collins. 
They were the parents of three children. 

She has four grandchildren and one geat 
grandchild. Ms. Collins will bring greet¬ 
ings to the Annual Meeting from our 
Louisiana Church Women United organiza¬ 
tion. 

Norma Anderson, Song Leader 



Mary H. Collins 


Norma Anderson first attended the 
Curtis Park Methodist Church, then known 
as St. Stevens UMC. 

She later attended 
Asbury UMC where 
her parents are still 
members. At Asbury, 
she began to sing along 
with her parents and 
sister, Becky, who was 
the pianist/organist. Her 
mother was the choir 
director. She moved to Norma 
Plain Dealing, Anderson 



Louisiana after attending Northwestern 
State University where she met her hus¬ 
band, David Anderson. Her undergraduate 
degree is from LSU and she began teaching 
at Benton Elementary in the Bossier Parish 
school system. She later earned a Master's 
degree in school administration and served 
as Assistant Principal at Waller Elementary. 
She is currently principal at Benton 
Elementary, where her teaching career 
began. Norma has sung at several types of 
celebrations, but notes that her greatest joy 
is to "sing to the Lord" with her husband, 
David. Norma is the mother of one son, 
Jason, who is married to Melissa and lives 
in Bossier City. There are two grandsons, 
Courtland and Cain. Norma says her song 
of praise is from Zephaniah and it reads, 
"He will rejoice over you with singing." 

Mary Johnston, Accompianist 

Mary Johnston is currently the Assistant 
Director of Music Ministries at Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport. 

She served as Director of Music Ministries 
at BUMC from 1996 to 2011. This latest 
move is one toward retirement!! Mary 
directs the handbell 
ensembles at BUMC 
and is founder and con¬ 
ductor of the Red River 
Ringers, a professional 
community handbell 
ensemble. She has been 
involved with the 
American Guild of 
English Handbell 
Ringers since 1991 and 
has directed handbell 
choirs for 20 years. She 
is the current Past Chair 
for the American Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers in Area VI. Mary has 
organized several handbell workshops at 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church and 
also served as a clinician at workshops. 
Musical education includes a Bachelor of 
Music in Sacred Music (Voice) from 
Centenary College in Shreveport, handbell 
masters classes in performance (studied 
with Kay Cook) and conducting (studied 
with Dr. William Payn) at Concordia 
University in Wisconsin, and a Masters of 
Music from Northwestern State University. 



Mary Johnston 


On Line Info 

http://www.la-umc.org/ministries/umw 

-2011 Annual Meeting-DELT Registration Form (Oct. 7-8, 2011) 
-Directions to/from Church and Hotel for the annual meeting 
-31- derful Ways to Say Thanks (World Thanks Offering-2011) 

-2011 Annual Meeting Program at a Glance 
-Conference UMW Committee on Nominations Report 
-2012 Slate of Officers (pictures and biographical information) 

-United Methodist Agency needs listings 
-Mission Candle Giving 

-Registration Form-2011 Fall Domestic Violence Conference 
(Oct. 29, 2011) 


2011 UMW Annual Meeting at a Glance 

Friday-October 7, 2011 Saturday-October 8, 2011 

10 A.M. Registration 7:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast for 

11 A.M. Meet & Greet Day Travelers 

1 P.M. Opening session 8:30 A.M. Final Session of Annual 

4:30 P.M. Close of afternoon session Meeting 

Resource Room Open - 2nd Floor Message: Bishop William W. 

Prayer Room Open Hutchinson 

Hospitality Area Open Holy Communion 

6:30 P.M. Banquet-Broadmoor UMC 10:30 A.M. - 12 noon DELT (District 

Gymnasium Elected Leadership Training) 

Speaker: Pat Cobb, Past Louisiana Those waiting on DELT participants 

Conference UMW President meet in Sanctuary Entrance Hall 

Recognition of Past Louisiana Upon conclusion of DELT, please 

Conference UMW pick up your sandwich lunch from 

the Hospitality Area 
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2011-2012 CONFERENCE 
UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Year 2011 

• October 6, 2011-UMW Executive Committee Meeting -Shreveport 

• October 7-8, 2011-UMW Annual Meeting/DELT-Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 

• October 29, 2011-Fall Domestic Violence Workshop -First UMC, Baton Rouge 

• November 12, 2011-Program, School of Christian Mission Committees meet 

Year 2012 

•January 22, 2012 - United Methodist Women’s Sunday 

•February 4, 2012 - Mid-Year Executive Committee Meeting 

•March 17, 2012 -Concurrent Finance, Membership and Nominations Committees 

•June 22-24, 2012- South Central Jurisdiction Meeting- Abilene, Texas 

•July 17, 2012- Conference UMW Executive Committee Meeting 

•July 18-21, 2012- School of Christian Mission 

• October 11, 2012- UMW Executive Committee Meeting 

• October 12-13, 2012 - UMW Annual Meeting/DELT 

•November 17, 2012- Program, School of Christian Mission Committees Meeting 

SAVE THE DATE and INFO 

2012 South Central Jurisdiction Meeting 
Theme: “Women Responding to God’s Love and Grace” 

June 22-24, 2012 - Abilene, Texas 

We want all UMW members to keep this date in mind and know that this is an 
event for every woman, not just officers and delegates. Regional School follows 
immediately after the jurisdiction meeting at McMurray University in Abilene. United 
Methodist Women representing conferences in the South Central Jurisdiction will 
gatherJune 22-24, 2012 in Abilene, Tex. for the purpose of electing Directors to 
Women’s Division and a new jurisdiction leadership team. The great news is that 
this meeting is not limited to nominees and delegates. All women (and men) who 
are committed to mission are invited! Attendees can expect to participate in daily 
worship through prayer and meditation, Bible study and music. Several presenters 
will facilitate discussions on a diversity of interesting topics during break out ses¬ 
sions. For more information on how you can be a part of this wonderful fellowship, 
please visit the website at www.gbgm-umc.org/scjurisdictionumw. 

Staphenae Carey 

Member Committee on Nominations, SCJLT 


SCHEDULE OF DISICT ANNUAL MEETINGS- 
LOCAL ELECTED LEADERSHIP TRAININGS 


Acadiana District . November 5, 2011 Sager Brown, Baldwin 

Alexandria District . November 5, 2011 First UMC, Pineville 

(Alexandria District is noting their meeting as an “Annual Celebration & LELT”) 

Baton Rouge District . November 5, 2011 TBA 

Lake Charles District . October 22, 2011 Warren UMC, Lake Charles 

Monroe District . November 5, 2011 First UMC, Monroe 

New Orleans District . October 29, 2011 Hartzell/Mt. Zion UMC 

Shreveport District . November 5, 2011 Fairfield UMC, Shreveport 


Annual Meeting provides opportunities 
for ‘Hands On Mission Giving’ 


Our Louisiana Missions need our help. 
Some of the current requests are for school 
supplies, hygiene products, clean up sup¬ 
plies and the usual health kits, layette kits 
and other standard kits such as supply kits, 
disaster response items, etc. More detailed 
info can be found on the UMCOR site, 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor 

If you choose to make a monetary dona¬ 
tion, please make check or money order 
payable to the La. Conference UMW. This 
will insure that our conference gets the 
proper credit for our donations and assis¬ 


tance. 

For your additional info, the cost of a 
layette kit is $35 and the cost of a health 
kit is $12. Please include an additional $1 
for processing and shipping costs. All 
items must be new and there are specifics 
regarding the kit assembly. 

Please bring your items and/or mone¬ 
tary donations to our Annual Meeting on 
October 7-8, 2011. 

Thank you for your generosity regard¬ 
ing these ongoing needs 


Successful School of Mission held 


Another great 
School of Christian 

Mission.To God Be 

the Glory!!! 

There was much 
hard work and prepara¬ 
tion done by a wonder¬ 
ful team of people to 
which I am most grate¬ 
ful. But God gave us 
the harvest. 

Our blessings began 
even before the school 
started. We had to locate a replacement for 
one of our study leaders just two weeks 
before Regional School. God provided 
Rev. Clifton Conrad who was already certi¬ 
fied, to teach the Spiritual Growth study, 
“Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice 
and Reconciliation”. 

We were blessed to have two very tal¬ 
ented and capable people to lead us in our 
music, Debbie Hancock, song leader and 
Gloria Lester, pianist. We also had the 
expert assistance on audio/visuals from Ms. 
Shannon Rachal again this year. And our 
book sales room was efficiently handled by 
our own Conference Resource person, 
Dorothy Kimball. This is Dorothy’s last 
year in this position. We will miss her. 

Special thanks to our Conference 
Spiritual Growth leader, Juanita Lagard, for 
her beautiful worship altar table and the 
Meditation Room she arranged. Our early 
morning praise services certainly got us off 
on the right spirit each day. Thanks to the 
Acadiana, Baton Rouge and Shreveport 
Districts for preparing the three tables 
highlighting our mission emphasis for this 
year. 

Along with our returning study leaders- 
Rev. Bemadine Johnson, Rev. Connie 
Saizon, Rev. Amy Mercer, Rev. Derrick 
Hills and Rev. Arnold Brown who are 
always dependable and do a very fine job- 
we added two new leaders this year. Rev. 
R.B. Moore and Ms. Britney Winn 
enriched our school even more. 

We had 130 in attendance and we took 
an offering amounting to over $600 to be 
used for mission giving. Praise God! We 
were also blessed to have 13 first-timers to 
our school. Seven of these were from our 


Dear Friends, 

Our joint organization Domestic 
Violence Conference is scheduled for Oct. 
29, 2011 at First UMC, Baton Rouge. This 
conference is being sponsored by the La. 
Conference UMW and the La. Conference 
Board of Church & Society, with support 
from the General Board of Church and 
Society and the La. Conference United 
Methodist Men. 1 humbly ask that you 
make copies of the registration form which 
is located online at www.la-umc.org/min- 
istries/umw and distribute it at your church, 
workplace, etc. 

Please note that we will have experts 
from Washington, D.C., as well as state 
experts in the field of domestic violence. 
Please also note that this is not just an edu¬ 
cational conference, but we will also split 
into working groups in the afternoon. 

As you know, UMW, the La. Board of 
C&S, and UMM have all adopted domestic 


Youth. Their classes were led by Mrs. 
Carrie Roy and Mrs. Leona Berry, our 
returning Youth leaders. 

But the blessings just kept coming. 

Our school was privileged to hear a ‘first 
hand’ witness from Ms. Britney Winn, who 
has worked with a team that has made sev¬ 
eral trips to Haiti to volunteer at an orphan¬ 
age. She also taught one of our classes on 
Haiti, but had to leave a day early to pre¬ 
pare for her church group trip to Haiti. But 
we were blessed to have her stand-in, Rev. 
Hu Debo, to take her class the last day. 

Thedirector of UMCOR/Sager Brown, 
Kathy Kraiser, was ill and unable to come 
speak to the school, but she provided the 
very new Director of Outreach Ministries, 
Jo Sheetz, to come in her place. Jo has just 
recently moved to Louisiana from Georgia. 
She spoke to us about her work with the 
local Poverty Program there in Baldwin. 
She is also available to come anywhere in 
Louisiana to teach or help with outreach 
ministries. 

Our planned entertainment for the 
Friday Fun Night fell through, but our 
school members provided a wealth of tal¬ 
ent that afforded us all a most enjoyable 
evening. There again, God is so good! 

I would like to give special recognition 
to my Assistant Dean, Myrna Freeman. I 
would not have been able to accomplish 
my responsibilities as Dean without her 
help and support. 

And special thanks to the staff at the 
Wesley Center. We would not have been 
able to offer our school without their expert 
assistance and equipment. And they did it 
in a most gracious manner. 

And last, but far from least, I wish to 
commend our Conference Treasurer, 
Brenda Marks and her assistants. Brenda 
worked tirelessly to handle our registration, 
room placements, offerings, and the dis¬ 
bursements of funds. Thank you, Brenda, 
for a job well done. 

And thank you, Lord, for giving us suc¬ 
cess for our efforts. 

Your Servant, 

Judy Willis 

2011 School of Christian Mission Dean 


Coordinator 

violence as a priority social issue to be 
addressed this year ... so all of you are 
joint sponsors of this event. Therefore, 
your attendance, promotion and support are 
greatly appreciated. 

In addition, at our last executive meet¬ 
ing, we did vote to add poverty and human 
trafficking as our other two priority social 
concerns. Of course, local units are free to 
work on other social issues as they feel led 
to do so. 

Thanks, 

Laura L. Salguero 

Peace with Justice Coordinator of the 
La. Conference of the UMC and Social 
Action Coordinator of the La. Conference 
of the UMW 
312 Marie St. 

West Monroe, La. 71291 
Ph. (318) 387-3069 
salguero@bellsouth.net 



Judy Willis 


From the Social Action 















6 


Louisiana Conference i MtJWl 


Special UMW Section 


AUGUST 26, 2011 


Meet the 2011-2013 United Methodist Women 
nominated slate of officers 


Slate of New Officers - 
To be elected for 2012-13 


Slate of Returning Officers - 
To be elected for 2012-13 



Barbara 

Ferguson 

President 


Ouida Smith Anita Hansberry Joyce 
Membership, Communications Thibodeaux 
Nuture & Coordinator Secretary 
Care 


Myrna 
Freeman 
Education & 
Interpretation 


Sandy Decelle 
Committee on 
Nominations 
Class of 2012 


Currently there are no nominees for Secretary of Program Resources and the 
Committee on Nominations position Class of 2015. 


Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 
Women’s Division Nominees 

Barbara Ferguson Dolores Giles Lueburda Myers 
Nominees for Delegates to the Quadrennial Conference 

Myrna Freeman Juanita Lagard Carrie Roy Laura Salguero 
Joyce Thibodeaux Judy Willis Brenda Marks (alternate) 


Please don’t forget the Mission Candle! 

Our Mission Candle was first burned at the 1979 Conference Annual 
Meeting as a Centennial Celebration of women organized for mission. 

Units and individuals will want to be a part of this meaningful expression of 
our united commitment to a worldwide program of mission outreach.You 
may donate funds in honor and in memory of loved ones. The pledge to 
mission this year is $182,000 

2011 Mission Candle Mission Support is: 

1 SECOND $ .48 

1 MINUTE $ 29.07 

5 MINUTES $ 145.37 

1 HOUR $ 1744.44 

Please download and use the Mission Candle form to list names, indicating in 
which section each name is to be inscribed. Send the form with your check to your 
District Treasurer by Sept. 1. 


Report on Education and Interpretation 


SCM is past, and now it's time to turn 
our attention to the Annual Meeting and 
DELT Training. 

As you know, a big part of our job is to 
promote mission involvement and mission 
giving. We also need to promote atten¬ 
dance at meetings, schools and training 
events. Each activity that we attend is a 
time of learning, experiencing and partici¬ 
pation. We need to share our viewpoint, 
our experience and expertise. We need to 
vote, to be a part of shaping our organiza¬ 
tion. UMW needs input from each and 
every one of us. 

I encourage you to take advantage of 


RIBBONS 

Ribbons for the 38th 
Annual Meeting will be 
available at the time of 
registration. There will 
also be a limited number 
of past year’s ribbons 
available to purchase. All 
proceeds will go toward 
our conference pledge. 


every training experience you can have 
either as a leader or as a participant. DELT 
and LELT training is vital. 

We are in a time of crisis- economics, 
an aging constituency, difficulty in sustain¬ 
ing and increasing our membership, and 
just plain business. It's time to prioritize, to 
rethink, refresh and refocus. It's time to 
pray unceasingly. 

See you at Annual Meeting. 

Love in Christ, 

Myrna Freeman, Conference 
Coordinator for Education and 
Interpretation. 


2011 Retiring Officers 

Edna Brown Hickman - 3 years 
Dorothy Kimball - 4 years 
Lana Lathan - 4 years 
Ethel Lilly - 4 years 

Committee on Nominations- 
Retiring Officers 

Ouida Smith - 4 years 
Emily McCoy - 4 years 
Doret Gilbert-Wilson - 3 years 


LOUISIANA UMW GOALS FOR 2012 (Proposed) 

President: 

To provide leadership, representation, and coordination of new 

and established programs, policies and activities of Louisiana Conference 

UMW and its connectional levels within the church. 

Vice President: Judy Willis 

To better communicate information concerning the District and Local Units 
formulated by the Conference Executive Committee.Concentrate efforts 
to train and keep counterparts apprised of their responsibilities. 

Secretary: Joyce Thibodeaux 

To keep accurate minutes of Executive Committee Meetings. 

To work with District Secretaries to keep accurate records of Conference, 
District, and local unit officers. 

Treasurer: Brenda Marks 

To provide information on fund raising ideas, to meet pledge goals, and to 
inform units of where their pledge monies go. 

Spiritual Growth: Juanita Lagard 

To encourage unit members to PRAY for our missionary workers and 
our Conference Executive Committee in the work that they do and the 
decisions they make for our UMW organization. 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach: 

To increase the number of units and members of all ages and groupings 
across the conference and to help facilitate accurate reporting of 
membership growth and/or decline both within our conference, nationally, 
and worldwide. 

Education & Interpretation: Myrna Freeman 

To revamp the Mission Today Report Form. 

To work together to promote mission giving and mission involvement 
across the world. 

To investigate the possibility of other mission event venues and of child 
care for attendees. 

To promote greater attendance at SCM and other meetings and events by 
district counterparts. Also the training and encouragement of sub-group 
participation 

Social Action: Laura Salguero 

To ensure that La. UMW members at all levels of the organization are 
familiar with the social issues fostered by the Women’s Division such as 
the Charter for Racial Justice and the Domestic Violence Initiative of the 
UM Women. 

To provide La. UMW members the knowledge and tools they need to 
participate in these issues. 

Secretary of Program Resources: 

To have a 15% increase in the number of participants in reading 
resources. 

Communication Coordinator: 

To coordinate the publication of the Conference UMW newsletter inserts; 
supply current news to district communication coordinators for publication 
in their newsletters and the conference website in an effort to provide full 
coverage of all aspects of the UMW program. 

To encourage and promote subscription(s) to LA Now among UMW 
Members in order to increase readers of news concerning UMW. 

To encourage and assist as needed district communication coordinators 
to network information to all local churches by whatever means possible. 
To establish a website through the GBOGM in addition to the Louisiana 
Conference web page to provide prompt news releases,updating of event 
programming and registration. 

To extend our web/internet focus by building additional web space using 
offerings from GBOBM. Building our own web space would allow faster 
updates as information changes. This would be in addition to space that 
is a part of our LA Conf. website. 

To explore computer software programs and social networking opportuni 
ties such as Twitter; Facebook; and YouTube in order to reach and wel 
come teen, high school, college/university women and younger demo 
graphics of membership possibilities. 

Chairperson, Committee on Nominations : Carrie Roy 

To increase the number of talented women who will commit to leadership 
roles in UMW at the Conference level. 

Standing Rules & Guidelines Committee: 

After corrections and amendments have been passed at the Annual 
Meeting, we plan to have one meeting per year, with the Executive 
Committee, preferably in the spring, for a complete review to see if there 
are areas that need to be addressed. 


Voting item: Addition to standing rules 

Standing Rules page 14, section 10, item (c), there shall be a Language 
Coordinator appointed by the Conference President for a term of two (2) 
years and approved by the Executive Committee. She shall serve on the 
Conference Executive Committee. 



























AUGUST 26, 2011 


Louisiana Conferenco/V^f/ 


7 


(M04 uw 

A/ ministry 


m VIM'- -K- )M IMAGINATION 
rO ffc’ANSFOKMAfH 'N 




BATON BOUttl DISTRICT TRAINING- EVENT 

lalii'day -in-pIcmboT J-4ln J| Jlnmlc Noc-r 
Firs I United M e>iT io dill Churc I- Dom-am Spring! 

WQrllllkllp Clpll[jlLli 

"'•iluTun \ ii-ir -r'i | hlnfy Alice i;in ij!J(7-'!i 
l.lndi"^ ,iii | Tniilrci | ' nih : |TiLinrinni 

lc“i*-dute 

“: *i 1 coP*? ■"■c.mthcr '-.i 

a:-15 l amc. 111:vo i j l< i .i 

tte-rrqry . Ms* ! i',!!Vh Ml 

l‘—mi I ntht-n -<riTi'7i l 

iUIK '/’O t ibap Qne 
II DC ii i Twi 

- nrocr i : 1 1 - : i * dny tj 



Retired Bishop Fannin to serve as 
interim pastor for First UMC, BR 


Bishop Robert E. Fannin 
will serve as interim pastor 
for First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge 
beginning Sept. 11. 

Bishop Fannin was elected 
to the Episcopacy in July of 
1992 at the Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference and 
assigned to the Birmingham 
area. At the time of his elec¬ 
tion, he was serving as senior 
minister for the First United 
Methodist Church in 
Lakeland, Florida. Presently, 

Bishop Fannin is serving as Bishop in 
Residence at Florida Southern College. 


In 2006, he was elected as 
chairperson of World 
Evangelism of the World 
Methodist Council and 
appointed associate dean of 
the Jerusalem Center for 
Biblical Studies. Bishop 
Fannin has served on the 
faculties of Schools of 
Christian Mission for many 
years. He and his wife Faye 
have three children, eight 
grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren. 

Bishop Fannin retired from 
the Episcopacy in 2004. 



Church resources for remembering 9/11 


Prayerfully honor the fallen on the 10th 
anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy. Help your 
congregation to remember those three terri¬ 
ble attacks on the U.S. through prayer and 
worship on Sunday, Sept. 11. New 
resources from GBOD, including “Peaceful 


Remembrance of September 11, 2001: 
Forty Days of Prayer for Children” and 
“An Act of Praise on the Anniversary of 
September 11,” are available at 
http://www.bit.ly/pkywFk 


September is National Recovery Month 


September is National Recovery Month, 
when we celebrate people in recovery and 
lift up the need for resources to better help 
those affected by addiction and educate 
people about the disease. Churches are 
encouraged to host a special worship or 
other educational event in the community 


or online. Visit www.recoverymonth.gov or 
call (800) 662-HELP to receive more infor¬ 
mation, order or download a planning 
toolkit and other useful materials, and list 
your event in the interactive events section. 
Visit www.umc-gbcs.org to obtain worship 
helps. 


Louisiana Five Day 
Academy for 
Spiritual Formation 

February 12-17, 2012 
The Wesley Center 



Marjorie Thompson Robert Mulholland 

author of author of 

Soul Feast Invitation to Journey 


$575 tuition includes 
private room and meals 
3 CEU’s Available 
Enrollment space is limited 

For additional information contact Rev Donnie Wilkin s on 
(985) 381-5963 revdonnie@gmail.com 






















8 


Louisiana Conferenco/V^f/ 


AUGUST 26, 2011 


St. Charles UMC hosts 
run/walk to honor military 

St. Charles United Methodist Church in 
Destrahan will host a 9/1 IK, Fun Run 
Walk and Bike to honor our service men 
and women, along with helping to feed the 
hungry. The event will be held Sept. 10 at 
7:30 a.m. at the church, 1905 Ormond 
Blvd. Participants are encouraged to wear 
“Red, White and Blue” as they travel from 
the church to the levee, and then walk to 
Destrehan Plantation and back. The group 
will walk 9.11K (which is 5.6 miles) and 
bike 20.OIK (which is 12.32 miles.) The 
bikers will travel 20.0IK, starting from the 
church, and then back. 

The $5 fee helps with the t-shirt and 
provides non-perishable food for the food 
pantry. To guarantee having a t-shirt for the 
event, registrations need to be sent in by 
Aug. 21. For details, contact Mary Anne at 
Beronco@hotmail.com or (985) 764-8386. 


Mount Zion UMC presents 
academic scholarships 

Rev. Lawrence P. Gaines, pastor of 
Mount Zion United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans, and the Mount Zion UMC 
Scholarship Committee recently 
announced the recipients of the church’s 
2011-2012 academic scholarships. 

A total of $4,800 in scholarships were 
awarded to Amber Cannon, a freshman at 
Xavier University of New Orleans; Sidnie 
Jackson, a sophomore at Xavier 
University; Ryan Shelling, a junior at 
University of Southern Mississippi; and 
Kristine Wilson, a junior at Delgado 
Nursing School. 

As Mount Zion continues to rebuild, the 
Scholarship Committee wishes to thank all 
visitors and members of the church for 
their support by way of contributions 
through May Scholarship Sundays and 
special gifts. For more information, contact 
the church at (504) 895-6110. 

Simulcast featuring 
Beth Moore slated 
Sept. 10 at Jefferson 

Jefferson United 
Methodist Church, 

10328 Jefferson 
Hwy. in Baton 
Rouge, will host a 
Living Proof Live 
Simulcast on Sept. 10 
from 9:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. 

Beth Moore, well 
known Christian 
author and speaker, 
will lead the simul¬ 
cast. Worship leader 
will be Travis Cottrell. Doors open at 8 
a.m. 

A registration fee of $25 covers lunch 
and a nursery (available with an RSVP). A 
Living Proof Live t-shirt may be purchased 
for an additional $15. 

To obtain a registration form, contact 
the church office at (225) 293-4440 or 
email ginger@jeffersononline.org 



Beth Moore 



Little chapel relocated to grounds of Wesley Center 

For years, many United Methodists and visitors to The Wesley Center in Woodworth have admired the small chapel that sat just a 
mile from the center at the corner of Hwy 165 and Coulee Crossing. An inquiry to the owner of the quaint chapel resulted in the owner 
graciously donating the building for placement on the grounds of the center. Two members of the center’s Board of Trustees have funded 
the cost of the building relocation and setup. The one room structure is now nestled in the wooded landscape at the west end of the main 
parking lot adjacent to the entrance of the paved trail. The space will be used for small group devotions, meditation and prayer. 



( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 
www.umf.org 
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It’s your choice- stay on the 
scary ride or get off the 
rollercoaster and lock in a 
fixed income for a future 
you can count on. 


If the current market volatility feels like a scary 
rollercoaster ride, a charitable gift annuity can 
provide the stable income you need. 

A charitable gift annuity offers: 

• fixed income for life 

• an immediate charitable tax deduction 

• ability to use appreciated assets and partially 
bypass capital gains tax 

• A partially tax-free income 

• Support for your family 
and church 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.5 

80 

7.5 

85 

8.4 

90+ 

9.8 
































Save the date! 

Conference-wide 
5K Run/Half Mile 
Walk 

April 21,2012 

Benefitting 
Imagine No Malaria 
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Helping Haiti 



Rev. Tim Smith, pastor of Gretna United Methodist Church, is shown passing cement to a voodoo priest who joined 
Rev. Smith’s volunteer team as they rebuilt a church in Tremblay, Haiti. The church had been destroyed by earth¬ 
quakes in January of 2010. Smith was a part of one of several Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams that have trav¬ 
eled to Haiti to assist with recovery from the earthquakes. Read more on how to volunteer on page five, and find out 
details about a Sept. 11 fundraiser for scholarships for Haitian children. The event will be held at Gretna UMC. 

United Methodist pastor leads team to Haiti 


BY SHELITA DALTON 

The Rev. Timothy Smith, pastor of the 
Gretna United Methodist Church, recent¬ 
ly returned from the town of La 
Tremblay, Haiti where he, along with a 
small group from St. Francisville United 
Methodist Church, worked to help 
rebuild a church that had been devastated 
by the earthquake in January 2010. 
Joining the volunteer work crew was a 
local voodoo priest. 

As Smith recalled his eight-day mis¬ 
sion experience, he noted how he and the 
priest were able to connect despite their 
differences. 

“Even though we had the language 
barrier, we were kind of connecting and 
kidding with one another,” he said. 

Smith, the priest, the work crew and 
the other volunteers worked diligently to 
help rebuild the church, even with con¬ 
siderable obstacles. 


“When working with the cement, we 
had to carry the sand, then we had to 
carry the gravel, then we had to offload 
the mortar to mix the cement,” he said. 
“We had to mix the cement by hand for 
two days because the cement mixer had¬ 
n’t shown up from Port-au-Prince, Haiti.” 

Along with cement mixing, there were 
other tasks that were done by hand. 

“They didn’t even have ladders,” 
Smith said. “The walls were 14 feet tall 
and when we actually had to get up high, 
we put together 2-by-4’s and built a lad¬ 
der.” 

The lack of supplies allowed Smith to 
be more appreciative of his life in the 
United States. 

“It was interesting because we take a 
lot of things for granted here,” he said. 
“When we were pouring cement I was 
thinking to myself, ‘In New Orleans, you 
get a cement truck with a large boom and 


we get the cement poured” more quickly. 

Along with helping rebuild the 
church, another area of need caught 
Smith’s attention. 

“We were staying in a school in the 
community, which was about a five- 
minute walk from the church,” he said. 

“It was a two-story cinder block building. 
You could tell it had had a new coat of 
paint since the earthquake but it (the 
paint) was already peeling off.” 

Smith said instead of desks, there 
were benches that he believed to have 
been from the 1950s. There was also a 
chalkboard that was over 50 years old, 
along with one second-floor restroom and 
three outhouses. The school’s kitchen 
was a dirt floor room with two tables and 
a handmade grill. 

“One day, I was just walking around 

See Haiti, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


On the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11 


As September 11, 2011 approaches 
my thoughts, our thoughts, the thoughts 
of the nation turn to that fateful day in 
2001 when most of us watched in disbe¬ 
lief as the Twin Towers were targeted 
and destroyed. In so many ways it seems 
impossible that 10 years have inter¬ 
vened. Much has developed and hap¬ 
pened in this period of time. 

I was contacted by the president of 
The Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church and asked for my 
thoughts and comments on this tenth 
anniversary’ of’ 9/11." I was happy to 
send my contribution to the letter that 
follows. I commend Bishop Goodpaster 
for wording our feelings so well. I com¬ 
mend this letter to all for our reflection 
on this upcoming day of remembrance. 

fell 

On behalf of the Council of Bishops 
of The United Methodist Church I greet 
you in the name of Jesus the Christ in 
whom "all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven...." 
(Colossians 1:19-20, NRSV) 

On this, the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the tragedy of September 
11, 2001,1 call United Methodists and all 
people of faith to a renewed commitment 
to ministry of reconciliation, and to being 
witnesses of God's love and grace for 
and in the whole world. As people of 
faith we approach this anniversary with 
the gifts of both memory and hope. 

None of us who watched in shock 
and horror as the events unfolded on that 
fateful day in New York, Pennsylvania 
and Washington DC will ever forget the 
images. We remember the innocent lives 
that were lost on that day. We remember 
the first responders who put their lives on 
the line to provide assistance in the midst 
of the devastation. We remember the 
ways in which the world reached out to 
embrace us in our pain and grief. And we 
remember the generous outpouring of 
more than $20 million through the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
and our "Love in the Midst of Tragedy" 
special offerings. 

Even as we recall all of these events 
of a decade ago, we are also a people 
whose faith and hope in Christ Jesus 
turns our hearts and lives toward the 


future. We proclaim 
the Resurrection 
message that the 
future belongs to 
God's reconciled 
new creation, and 
we live toward that 
time when the divid¬ 
ing walls of hostility 
will come down and 
God will wipe away every tear, and 
death will be no more. In a world of vio¬ 
lence and revenge, of suspicion and fear, 
of mistrust and hatred, we dare to pro¬ 
claim an alternative vision known 
throughout Scriptures as God's Shalom. 
We believe that God works for good in 
all things, and that the goodness and 
mercy of God can overcome even the 
most tragic events and experiences in 
this world. 

In the days and weeks ahead, com¬ 
munities will be marking this anniversary 
in a variety of ways, and we urge our 
churches to lead in planning for and pro¬ 
viding services of worship and prayer. 

Let us build bridges of trust and reconcil¬ 
iation through these services by inviting 
and encouraging people of all faiths to 
come together for prayer. Let us work for 
personal and social holiness by practic¬ 
ing John Wesley's General Rules for the 
people called Methodist, especially to do 
no harm and to do good. Let us seek to 
restore a sense of hope for the future by 
praying for and working for the healing 
of broken relationships. Let us remember 
that day of pain, suffering, and grief; but 
let us also seek to bind up the wounds 
and renew our efforts to work for peace 
with justice. 

Above all else let us live as faithful 
followers of the Prince of Peace and, in 
the words of the author of the Letter to 
the Colossians: "As God's chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meek¬ 
ness and patience. Bear with one another 
and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other...." 

(Colossians 3:12-13, NRSV) May our 
memory and our hope unite to move all 
of us toward peace and inspire us to live 
with compassion, confidence and 
courage. 

Larry M. Goodpaster, President 

The Council of Bishops 

The United Methodist Church 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



The Native American Leadership Academy, sponsored by the Native American 
International Caucus of The United Methodist Church, was held July 18-23 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. Several representatives from the Louisiana Conference attend¬ 
ed the event, which focused on “equipping new leaders to live out the vision.” 
Members of the caucus fed the homeless who live in tents on the eastern side of 
the island of Oahu. Pictured are Kenrock Verret of Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac 
and Ann Marshall, chairperson of the Native American International Caucus, and 
other members who volunteered for the outreach project. 


Webinar on income sources Sept. 22 


The Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership of Wesley Theological 
Seminary will offer an additional session of 
the free webinar, Expand Your Church’s 
Income Sources, on Thursday, Sept. 22, 
2011, from 4-5 p.m. EDT. The webinar, led 
by Lewis Center Director Lovett H. 

Weems, Jr., will teach participants about a 
range of income sources available for 
churches. Participants will also receive 


worksheets and instruction to help them 
assess which sources make the most sense 
for their congregations. 

Those interested in participating in the 
second session of this Webinar may visit 
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/regis- 
ter/661075830 for more information and to 
register. Registration is limited, so those 
interested should register soon. 


Leaves of Gold planned Oct. 17-20 


Missy Buchanan, special contributor to 
the United Methodist Reporter, will be at 
Mount Sequoyah Oct. 17-20 as the keynote 
speaker for the Leaves of Gold senior adult 
retreat. Buchanan will speak about current 
issues relevant to aging. Also, Sequoyah 
Guess, seventh generation grandson to 
Chief Sequoyah, Native American states¬ 
man, will offer his renowned storytelling. 


Offered during the event is an excursion to 
the Cherokee Heritage Museum in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma. For costs and 
details, please visit the website or call 
Karen Stauffacher at (800) 760-8126 or 
email registration@mountsequoyah.org 
The website address is 
http: //www. mountsequoy ah. org/Mount_Se 
quoyah/GROUPEVENTS.html 
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Revs. Donnie Wilkinson, Leslie Stephens, Gary Willis, Erica Jenkins and Stephen Fife are pictured at a recent gathering for participants in a new leadership class for 
pastors offered by the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. Nineteen clergy have been selected for the course based on their leadership potential. 


Louisiana United Methodist Foundation selects pastors for inaugural leadership class 


The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana has selected 19 Louisiana pastors 
based on their leadership potential to par¬ 
ticipate in a new training course designed 
to assist emerging clergy leaders in devel¬ 
oping their potential for fruitful leadership. 

Applicants were selected for two groups 
of leadership training. The first is a two- 
year course called Leadership Excellence 
Advancement Program or LEAP. Fifteen 
pastors were chosen for LEAP among 
those who have been ordained for at least 
five years, yet still have 15 years or more 
remaining before mandatory retirement 
age. 

The Foundation is sponsoring a second 
group of four specially chosen pastors from 
the Louisiana Conference for the Advanced 
Pastoral Leadership (APL), a five year 
advanced training course led by the Texas 
Annual Conference. Applicants for APL 
were selected from among those who are 
ordained in the United Methodist Church 
and have 30 years of potential remaining 


service to the church. 

Participants for each group also were 
required to have exhibited gifts in leading 
their church in professions of faith, worship 
attendance, membership, missional out¬ 
reach ministries, and financial giving. 
Additionally, each applicant’s qualifications 
were affirmed by lay leaders of the church 
they serve. 

LEAP and APL participants were recog¬ 
nized August 16 at a luncheon at the City 
Club of Baton Rouge. LEAP participants 
are Rev. Elaine Burleigh, First UMC, 
Crowley; Rev. Beverly Connelly, St. Paul 
UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Fladley Edwards, 
Bethany UMC, Gretna; Dr. Steve Fowler, 
Northpoint UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Mark 
Goins, First UMC, Gonzales; Rev. Jan 
Holloway Curwick, St. Francisville UMC; 
Rev. Erica Jenkins, Thomas UMC, Kenner; 
Dr. Jack O’Dell, The Well UMC, 
Ponchatoula; Rev. Lamar Oliver, North 
Cross UMC, Madisonville; Rev. Wybra 
Price, First UMC, Slidell; Rev. Roger 


Templeton, St. Luke Simpson UMC, Lake 
Charles; Rev. Donnie Wilkinson, 

Thibodaux UMC; Rev. Gary Willis, 
Aldersgate UMC, Slidell; Rev. Ricky 
Willis, First UMC, Pineville; and Rev. 
Nancy Wofford, Faith Community UMC, 
Broussard. 

APL participants are Rev. Stephen Fife, 
Asbury UMC, Lafayette; Rev. Juan 
Huertas, St. John’s UMC, Baton Rouge; 
Rev. Katie McKay Simpson, First UMC, 
Baton Rouge; and Rev. Leslie Stephens, 
Faith Crossing UMC, Walker. 

Participants will leam from a variety of 
leadership pastors and community leaders 
and Rev. Janice Virtue, leadership consult¬ 
ant and educator, will serve as program 
guide. She is an ordained elder in the UMC 
and holds a master of divinity from Perkins 
School of Theology and an MBA from 
Indiana University. 

Session topics will cover issues such as 
discernment of leadership gifts and creation 
of development goals; current realities of 


the United Methodist Church, engaging 
staff and congregation in strategic plan¬ 
ning; implementing change and managing 
resistance; preaching content and style; 
budgets and basic church accounting, 
money sermons and personal financial 
planning; and setting a personalized growth 
and development plan. 

Participants will contribute $250 per 
year toward the costs of the programs and 
commit to attend all sessions. The 
Foundation has committed up to $250,000 
to support this initiative. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial guidance 
and education, loans and grants. It is one 
of the largest United Methodist 
Foundations in the denomination. 


United Methodist from Louisiana commissioned as missionary Aug. 18 


New York, NY, August 18, 2011—With 
celebratory singing and dancing, 25 candi¬ 
dates processed down the aisle of the 
Interchurch Center chapel in New York 
City to be commissioned as US-2s and 
Mission Interns by the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church. 

Among them was Marjorie Hurder, a 
missionary through the US-2 program and 
a member of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Hurder is assigned to 
Crossroads Urban Center in Salt Lake City, 
Utah in the Rocky Mountain Annual 
Conference. Crossroads Urban Center pro¬ 
vides services to low income people and 
engages in public policy advocacy on 
behalf of those living in poverty. It coordi¬ 
nates the efforts of the Anti-Hunger Action 
Committee and the Homeless 
Opportunities and Rights Network. It is 
also a major participant in the Utah 
Coalition of Religious Communities, which 
addresses a broad range of issues affecting 
the poor. Marjorie serves as a legislative 
intern for the coalition and does communi¬ 
ty organizing on behalf of the center’s 
goals. 


Marjorie Hurder 
is a native of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, 
in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. 

She is a member of 
University United 
Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge and 
was active in the 
Parkway Heights 
United Methodist 
Church in 
Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi, while 
she was enrolled in 
the University of 
Southern Mississippi there. She worked 
with children at Parkway Heights and as an 
intern at the university’s Wesley 
Foundation. Her Bachelor of Arts degree is 
in history. 

Thomas Kemper, who leads the mission 
agency, welcomed the young people. 
“Thank you for saying, ‘Here I am Lord. I 
am ready to make a difference in the 
world. ’ Thank you for being ready to serve 
and giving us the opportunity to celebrate 


with you.” Addressing 
those gathered in person 
and online (950 page 
views, 431 unique views, 
and 95 commenters) to 
support the missionaries, 
he said, “My hope is that 
no one will leave this cel¬ 
ebration unchanged.” 

US-2 missionaries 
serve in ministries of jus¬ 
tice in the United States 
for two-year tenns, and 
Mission Interns serve half 
of a three-year term out¬ 
side the U.S. and half in 
their home country. 

The missionaries, aged 20-30 years old, 
spent three weeks together in prayer, meet¬ 
ing with Global Ministries staff and partici¬ 
pating in training sessions. 

.Maijorie grew up in the church. She 
recalls: "I was introduced to the concept of 
Jesus Christ as a baby in a manger under 
the Christmas tree and as a fellow who 
could do such neat things as walk on water, 
feed 5,000 people with one kid's lunch, and 
turn water into wine. Yes, I prayed and 


went to youth groups, and mission trips, 
but I never felt particularly close to Jesus 
as anything more than an abstract concept. 

"Once I got to college, though, 1 formed 
relationships with people who had much 
closer relationships to Jesus than I did.. .1 
experienced the love that comes from 
growing in relationship with others and 
with God. I met nuns in Miami who dedi¬ 
cated their lives to serving the homeless. I 
met homeless people who served their fel¬ 
low men and women. [I learned] that Jesus 
loves us beyond all our comprehension and 
expects us to share that love with the world 
in unexpected and radical ways." 

Strongly influenced by the staff and pro¬ 
gram of the Wesley Foundation in 
Hattiesburg, Marjorie attended a discern¬ 
ment retreat of the General Board of 
Global Ministries and felt the call to mis¬ 
sion service, especially in ministry with the 
poor. 

During her US-2 period, she hopes to 
discern God's ongoing call and "to explore 
how I can use the experience to help fur¬ 
ther God's kingdom and be in mission with 
the poor." 



Marjorie Hurder 
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benefit September 22 


Hagar’s House hosts 

Hagar’s House, a sanctuary for women 
and children in New Orleans, will host a 
benefit concert at First Grace United 
Methodist Church, 3401 Canal Street in 
New Orleans, on Sept. 22 from 6-9:30 p.m. 

Hagar’s House offers an open and 
empowering residential community, 
resource assistance, and a safe place for 
women and children to transition into per¬ 
manent housing. 

This night of music, food and celebra¬ 
tion benefits the women and children of 
Hagar’s House. Performers include 
Germaine Bazzle, Zion Trinity, Tricia 
Boutte, Amy Alvarez, Alex Bosworth, 
andother talented performers from the New 
Orleans area. Food is generously provided 
by The Ruby Slipper, Mandina’s, Cafe 
Degas, Cafe Abyssinia, Venezia, Nonna 
Mia, Katie’s, Redemption, La Divina and 
other “decadent” local restaurants. Tickets 
start at $40 per person. 

Paul Longstreth, a local musician who 
is one of the event’s organizers, said, “This 
is such a great organization that falls under 
the radar too often. We wanted to do some¬ 
thing to create more awareness in order to 
be able to provide more resources for those 
in need.” 

Hagar’s House got its start two years 
after Hurricane Katrina. At the time, nearly 
12,000 people living in New Orleans were 
homeless, with hundreds living in a tent 
city in front of City Hall. A local organiza¬ 
tion serving the homeless approached First 
Grace United Methodist Church and asked 


the church to temporarily house people. 
Despite the fact that First Grace had not 
repainted its walls, fixed its floor, or pur¬ 
chased pews since the hurricane, the 
church council unanimously said “of 
course.” Four AmeriCorps volunteers from 
Mississippi and Louisiana (who lived 
inside the church) proposed opening a 
women’s shelter in the building. Two 
weeks later, the volunteer area of the 
church became Hagar’s House, a home for 
women. 

Since opening in 2007, over 80 women 
and children have found sanctuary, rest, 
and a home at Hagar’s House. Currently, 
Hagar’s House has fully rebuilt a new 
home, transitioned from an overnight 
emergency shelter to a 24/7 residential 
community, expanded its program to 
include both women and children, and 
implemented holistic health, social justice 
and resident savings programs. 

“I had seen the darkest side of mankind 
before we saw the light at Hagar’s House. 
Every morning I wake up and see my chil¬ 
dren safe and happy, I hit my knees and 
thank God for this place,” said Darkus, a 
former resident who is pictured above. 

For more information about the benefit 
concert, or to purchase tickets, please visit 
www.HagarsHouseNOLA.org or call (504) 
210-5064. 

Hagar’s House works in partnership 
with 

www.FirstGraceCommunityAlliance.org, 
its supporting 501c3. 


First UMC - Pineville 



First United Methodist Church in Pineville held a “Blessing of the Backpacks” 
service on August 14. The children brought their backpacks to church where a 
special prayer was offered for them and for all teachers before they returned to 
school. Each child also received a cross to put on their backpack to remind them 
that God is with them every day, everywhere they go.even at school!! 


Belle Chasse UMC 


As an ongoing mission project, Belle 
Chasse United Methodist Church has gath¬ 
ered items to fill boxes for our troops 
overseas. To date, the church has sent out 
13 boxes to soldiers serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Project organizers are now 
looking for names of loved ones serving 
overseas. If you know someone that would 


like to have a box, please email the name 
and address to Marsha Fisher, church sec¬ 
retary. She can be reached at 8375 Hwy. 
23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037-2648; or 
phone, (504) 394-1976; or email, 
methchurchb@bellsouth.net or bellechasse- 
umc@bellsouth.net 


Asbury UMC - Bossier City 
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BY BRIAN JOHNSTON 

Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City recently sent seven of its 
members to Rayne, La. to assist with disas¬ 
ter recovery from devastating tornadoes 
that hit the southeastern part of the country 
earlier this year. 

Ronnie Lawrence, Angela Pfanner, 
Emily Watkins, Molly McAdoo, Carrie 
Bridges, Clayton Caraway and myself, 
Brian Johnston, served as team members. 

We pulled into Rayne and were greeted 
with open arms and welcoming smiles 
from the local church leaders at Centenary 
United Methodist Church. Our group set¬ 
tled into our bunks in the church’s fellow¬ 
ship hall. 

The next morning, the team went right 
to work on putting a tin roof on a porch 
and replacing some back steps on the home 
of a family of four. The girls of the group 
quickly fell in love with the little girl of the 
house and spent time playing and laughing 


with her. They worked on the inside of the 
house patching a wall and then painted the 
ceiling of another home down the street. 

The family was very pleased with our 
work and it was a blessing to see the smiles 
on their faces and see them on their porch 
admiring our hard work. The work was 
strenuous and it was very hot. We were 
tired and dirty at the end of the day. We 
were sore in the mornings and weary 
before starting our day, but those smiles 
and the thanks as we gathered our materi¬ 
als to leave made every drop of sweat well 
worth the work we put into the home. 

Although we did help out families in 
need, I think the team got the better deal on 
the mission trip. . . That is the gift God 
gives those of us who reach out to others in 
need. Our gift is not tangible. 

So, was it worth sweating in the humid 
Louisiana summer to gain a better under¬ 
standing of where God is in our lives? 
Where do I sign up for the next one? 


Algiers UMC 



Junior “chefs” enjoy Vacation Bible School at Algiers United Methodist Church. 
Like many local churches in Louisiana, the “Shake It Up” theme was central. 
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Members of a Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to Haiti are shown, right, taking a rare break from the work of rebuilding a church damaged by the earthquakes of 
2010. While in Haiti, the team was housed in a primary school and was moved by the poor conditions of the facility. Rev. Tim Smith, team member and pastor of 
Gretna UMC, has organized a Sept. 11 fundraiser aimed as raising funds for scholarships for the Haitian children. Money for 52 scholarships has been raised so far. 


Haiti, from page 1 

and I just kind of felt God saying we could 
do something here to help make improve¬ 
ments for the children,” he said. “So, 1 
brought an interpreter along with me and 1 
sat down to talk to the director of the 
school and asked what were their greatest 
needs since the earthquake.” 

After speaking with the director, Smith 
learned that one of the most pressing needs 
was scholarships for the students. 

“Because the earthquake had raised 
such havoc on their economy like 
Hurricane Katrina did with ours, their 
enrollment had gone from 285 to 185 stu¬ 
dents,” he said. “I asked how much school 
was per student for the year and she said 
$100.1 thought to myself, $100 is like giv¬ 
ing up a coffee shop visit a week or giving 
up a fast food meal a week. Any of us can 
do that.” 

Although he is now back from Haiti, 
Smith’s work is not done. He, along with 


his church, is currently working to raise 
money for more scholarships. They are 
also putting together a fundraiser. All dona¬ 
tions will either go to aiding in other 
rebuilding efforts in Haiti or to providing 
more scholarships for Haitian students. 

“Our worship band. Committed, decid¬ 
ed to donate their time to have a concert 
for the community with the purpose that 
we’ll do a love offering to raise money to 
be sent to help rebuild Haiti,” he said. 
“We’ve got phenomenal musicians. Our 
keyboardist is the keyboardist for Irma 
Thomas, our guitarist is one of the top two 
jazz guitarists in the city, our first drummer 
played with the Temptations and our saxo¬ 
phonist is world-renowned.” 

Along with the musicians, there will 
also be singing. The event will take place 
on Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. at Gretna United 
Methodist Church, 1309 Whitney Ave., 
Terrytown. Everyone is welcome. 
Reprinted with permission from the Times 
Picayune. 


LAYIM returns to Haiti this fall 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) has been actively sending 
teams to Haiti since the earthquake 
occurred. According to 
UMVIM/UMCOR policy for Haiti 
teams, team leaders must be certified 
through LAVIM team leader training and 
have prior experience on a Haitian 
team. For the rest of 2011, there are two 
teams scheduled in September and one 
in November. In January of 2012, anoth¬ 
er LAVIM team departs for Port au 
Prince. 

Teams are assigned work sites 
according to the priorities of the Haitian 
Methodist Church and under the direc¬ 
tion of Tom Vencuss, director of the 
Haitian Response. LAVIM works closely 
with Rev. Vencuss and Susan Meister, 
the registrar for United Methodist 


Haitian response efforts. Those wishing 
to schedule teams to Haiti or volunteer 
for an existing team should contact Larry 
Norman, director of LAVIM at (225) 
346-1646. If you do not have a certified 
team leader, one can be assigned until 
you have the necessary training and 
Haitian mission experience. Team costs 
run in the neighborhood of $1,500 per 
person, which includes air, in-country 
transportation, insurance, meals and 
lodging. Each team is responsible for 
raising an additional $3,500 for materials 
which is matched by UMCOR for a total 
of $7,000 in materials. LAVIM teams are 
commonly assigned to the LaTremblay 
church and school rebuilds, the Port au 
Prince Methodist orphanage, or the 
Dasmas Church rebuild. 



First UMC - Pontchatoula 


In Tangipahoa Parish, 70 percent of the 
children live below the poverty level. Most 
of these children rely on school lunches to 
avoid hunger. 

In response to the need for meals pro¬ 
vided during the summer, members of First 
United Methodist Church in Ponchatoula 
prepared and delivered meals every 
Wednesday to 60 of these children. The 
food was delivered to a site in Ponchatoula 
where the kids could be easily fed. 


Every week, the food was prepared by 
Mission Committee Chair Don Hutches. 
The food was brought to First UMC, where 
eight to 10 members of the congregation 
would box the meals and deliver them to a 
neighboring church serving a poor area of 
the town. 

Church members hope that the mission 
outreach can grow so that next summer, 
several meals per week can be provided to 
these children affected by poverty. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 



A few Noel Community Arts Program board members got together for Painting 
with a Twist. They “had a blast” recreating a piece called “May Flowers” in prepa¬ 
ration for the Noel Community Arts Program paint party coming this fall. Pictured 
are Tony Reans, Debbie Engle, Danielle Reans, Vickie Young, and Rachel Scott. 
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First UMC - Lake Arthur 
Gueydan UMC 


First United Methodist Church in Lake 
Arthur held Vacation Bible School July 25- 
29, top, for fourth through sixth graders. 
Student helpers were Kate Boudreaux and 
Elizabeth Pettijohn. Adult leaders included 
Betty Wade, Shirley Brown, Bonnie Reine, 
Jeanette Steward, Kathy Mack, Jackie 
Hymel, Faye Broussard and Rev. 

LaMarylis Cotten, pastor. In addition, the 
UMW group at First UMC gathered and 
delivered school supplies to the Dulac 
Community Center on Aug. 14. Pictured, 
center, at the Dulac center are, left to right, 
Mack, Brown, Jamie Billiot (Director of 
the Dulac Community Center), Rev. 


Cotten, Nicky Bertrand, Valerie Sonnier 
and Gertrude Vaughan. In the same spirit, 
Gueydan United Methodist Church, also 
pastored by Rev. Cotton, presented school 
supplies to the Dulac Community Center 
on July 12. United Methodist Women from 
the church spearheaded the project. Shown 
are, kneeling, Billiot, two members of the 
center’s staff and Jamie’s daughter. In the 
back row, are, an unidentified member of 
the Houma Tribal Council, Rev. Cotton, 
Carolyn Sirmon, Mildred Hair, Marjorie 
Hartwell, Caledonia Searle, Jane Hair and 
Bonnie Fontenot. 



Bayou Blue UMC - Houma 


Bayou Blue United Methodist Church 
in Houma held Vacation Bible School the 
week of July 25. There were approximately 
60 children in attendance. The theme this 
year was Shakin’ It Up, based on mixing 
up God’s scriptures to apply to our lives. 
The children, ages 4-15, enjoyed crafts, 
hamburgers, pizzas, hot dogs and more. 

Each year, Bayou Blue’s VBS mission 
includes the Money March, a competition 
between boys and girls collecting pennies. 
The mission this year was to give to the 
Honduran children’s breakfast program 


conducted by Laurie Matherne, who’s 
mom is a member of Bayou Blue UMC. A 
DVD is made of the week’s activities at 
VBS and sold as a fundraiser. That money 
also goes to the mission program. In addi¬ 
tion, the children brought canned goods 
each night that were contributed to the 
local food bank. 

Even though the church has a small 
number of children, the VBS program 
attracts many children from surrounding 
neighborhoods. Lucy Fanguy served as 
VBS director. 


St. Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs 
Magnolia UMC - Greenwell Springs 



St. Luke United Methodist Church and 
Magnolia UMC held a joint service at 
Magnolia’s sanctuary in Greenwell Springs 
on July 31. St. Luke’s chancel choir, chil¬ 
dren’s choir and liturgical dancers per¬ 
formed during the service. The two con¬ 
gregations also shared a meal in the 


church’s Family Life center. A special 
offering was collected during the service to 
support Camp Istrouma. Rev. Marguerite 
Rheams is pastor of St. Luke UMC and 
Rev. Lewis Morris is pastor of Magnolia 
UMC. 
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St. Mark’s UMC - New Orleans 


St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
and the North Rampart Community Center 
have a long and venerable history of lead¬ 
ership in the areas of gender, civil rights, 
and education. A program entitled “100 
Years of Social Change,” will be held 
Saturday, September 24, 2011 from 2 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. in St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church, 1130 North Rampart St. 
Open to the public, this program features 


the noted artist Skylar Fein, the author Dr. 
Ellen Blue, and Jefferey Parker, Executive 
Director of the North Rampart Community 
Center. A new exhibit case with historic 
items will be dedicated, and refreshments 
will be served. Come leam about the 
church and community center’s history and 
significant contributions to social change in 
New Orleans. 
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Estate Planning made easy: 
Foundation offers Free Estate 
Planning Course written for 
Louisiana residents 


Does everyone need a will? Can I use a “do-it-yourself’ will kit I 
found online? What is community property? What happens if I die with¬ 
out a will? What is an advance directive? 


You can get easy explanations for these questions and many more like them in the United 
Methodist Foundation’s free estate planning course, available now. 

Frightening statistics show that fewer than 30% of all American adults have a will or other 
estate plan in place, and among minorities, the numbers are even lower. 

The most common reasons for not having a will - an expressed intention of what should be 
done with one’s property after death—are that people think they don’t have enough wealth to 
warrant one and they don’t know how to begin creating one. 

The Foundation created “It’s Different in Louisiana,” a free course to help people begin the 
process of creating an estate plan. This is a five-week “seminar-by-mail” written by Mark Fry, a 
Baton Rouge attorney who is Board Certified in Estate Planning and Administration, certified 
by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization, and a Certified Public Accountant. 

Louisiana laws are unique from those of the other 49 states, so the course is written specifi¬ 
cally with Louisiana residents in mind. 

Since it was first offered in February, nearly 230 individuals and families have enrolled. In 
results from a written post-course survey, 100% of the participants found the course to be bene¬ 
ficial, and 100% believed the course was written in an easily understandable fashion. 

According to many participants, the highlight of the course was receiving the free will 
planner booklet upon completion of the course. As one participant commented in the 
survey, “With these instructions, now maybe I’ll finally get my will done.” 


You can’t take it with you, as the old saying goes, so leave instruc¬ 
tions for your property and your legacy through a will. If you need help 
getting started, “It’s Different in Louisiana ” is for you. 

The course is ongoing and participants may enroll at any time. To enroll, sign up 
on the Foundation’s website at www.umf.org or call (225) 346-1535. 


September 25, 2011 



A/lore than 1 5 United Methodist Colleges 

from several states represented COLLEGE AVE 

Register online at www.bishopscollegeday.org 
Free for all High School Students and Parents 

TOPS Information Table 

First United Methodist Church 

Conference Center 

930 North Boulevard • Baton Rouge 

Louisiana • 70802 • 223.383.4777 


Program will feature mini-lecture 
on the following topics: 

• Course scheduling 

• Standardized Testing 

• Scholarships 

• Application Essay Writing 



Plus a keynote presentation from 
General Charles Krulak, President of 
Birmingham Southern College 

Sponsored by: First UMC Baton Rouge, Louisianc 
Annual Conference, and the Collegiate Advisory 
Placement Service. 


Three ways to make disciples of Christ 


The General Board of Discipleship sug¬ 
gests the following tools that can better 
equip churches to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

-Leam how to improve your Young 
Adult Ministry. Attend the Young Adult 
Summit on Oct. 21-23 in Austin, Texas, 
and discuss five challenges facing young 
adult ministry in the United Methodist 
Church. By sharing experiences and best 
practices, young adults and adult workers 
in ministry with young adults will explore 
ways to address these challenges and dis¬ 
cuss how to resource the UMC to better 
reach and minister with young adults. Find 
more information or register at 
http://bit.ly/nK4nsq. 

-Leam what it means to be Christian 
and Methodist in the 21st century. Attend 
the Wesleyan Leadership Conference 2011, 
Oct. 13-15 in Nashville. Participants will 


explore the vision, message and method 
that helped John Wesley lead a revival 
among the people called Methodists. Dr. 
Elaine Health from the Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas will discuss her vision 
for new models of Wesleyan community. 
Contact Steve Manskar, GBOD’s Director 
of Wesleyan Leadership, for more informa¬ 
tion at smanskar@gbod.org or register at 
www.gbod.org/wesleyanleadership. 

-Pray the same prayer each day with 
millions of Christians around the world. 
Use The Upper Room daily devotional 
guide and join others worldwide who are 
reading one of the 40 editions of the publi¬ 
cation in more than 100 countries. Since its 
beginning 75 years ago, the devotional 
guide has become the place where the 
world meets to pray. Leam more and share 
this video with others: http://wherethe- 
worldmeetstopray. org. 


Resource assists disability ministries 


The United Methodist Task Force on 
Disability Ministries is pleased to 
announce a new free resource available to 
all who are interested in helping their 
churches and organizations become more 
inclusive and accessible. The VOICE, an 
electronic newsletter, is issued 11 times a 
year and covers a variety of topics. The 
focus is on concise information about 
United Methodist individuals, churches, 
agencies, and annual conferences who 


are making a difference in the lives of per¬ 
sons with physical, intellectual, develop¬ 
mental, and psychological disabilities. 
Every issue also provides a review of web, 
print, and/or media resources useful for 
ministry and lists upcoming disability-relat¬ 
ed events. See the newsletter below for a 
sample copy. Check the archives at 
http: // archive, constantcontact. com/ fs017/ll 
745249463/archive/1105342717839.html 
for back issues and a link to subscribe. 























8 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^f/ 


SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 


Out of the Box Worship Center in Virginia easily lives up to its name 


Out of the Box Worship Center in 
Hillsville, Va., is living up to its name. 
Holston Conference has labeled it “one of 
the fastest new-church starts in United 
Methodism.” So, how is this small-town 
church, nestled in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, growing so rapidly? Two 
words: social media. 

An extension of First United Methodist 
Church of Hillsville, Out of the Box 
launched in January 2011 in an old store 
on Main Street. Within two months, the 
church had almost reached its 180-person 
capacity and added a second service to 
accommodate growth. 

Pastor Ronnie G. Collins said, “When 
the church first started, we placed one full- 
page ad in the local newspaper, but every 
last bit of promotion other than that was on 
Facebook, Twitter and blogs. All of our 
advertising was done virtually cost-free.” 

Collins entered the social media revolu¬ 
tion four years ago when a youth ministry 
member dared him to join My Space. With 
a bit of reluctance, he quickly realized the 
power of online networking for ministry. 
Today, he connects with thousands through 
Facebook, Twitter, his blog and the 
church’s blog. “Jesus hung out where the 
people were, and today the people hang 
out on Facebook,” Collins explained. 

Then there’s YouTube. Collins hosts 
Three-Minute Thursdays, a weekly three- 
minute series that offers the biblical per¬ 
spective to questions like, “What does God 
think of tattoos?” Viewers, some of whom 
Collins has never even met, email suggest¬ 
ed topics. 

Collins has discovered that people are 
open to sharing their faith online. He urges 
them to share (or tweet) about it whenever 
the mood strikes—even during Sunday 
morning service. 

“We encourage people to tweet, to tell 
their friends what they’re finding out in the 
service. One woman has brought 30 people 
to this church by impacting people on 
Facebook,” he said. 

Expansion of the church’s web ministry 
continues. They are testing an online life 
group designed for members who cannot 
attend a regularly scheduled meeting. So 
far, it’s a hit. 

The message of Christ is the same at 
Out of the Box, but the method used to 
share it sets the church apart. Collins tells 
his congregation, “We’re not going to do 
things like everyone else does them just to 
be a part of the crowd.” 
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Tired of riding the 
financial rollercoaster? 


If the current market volatility feels like a scary 
rollercoaster ride, a charitable gift annuity can 
provide the stable income you need. 

A charitable gift annuity offers: 

• fixed income for life 

• an immediate charitable tax deduction 

• ability to use appreciated assets and partially 
bypass capital gains tax 

• A partially tax-free income 

• Support for your family 
and church 

It’s your choice-- stay on the 
scary ride or get off the 
rollercoaster and lock in a 
fixed income for a future 
you can count on. 

*Two-life rates are lower. 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.5 

80 

7.5 

85 

8.4 

90+ 

9.8 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 
www.umf.org 
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Tropical Storm Lee 



The Rev. Kirby Verett and his dog, Scratch, monitor flooding caused by Tropical Storm Lee in Dulac, La. Verett is pas¬ 
tor of Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in Dulac. Minor flooding damage was sustained from the floodwaters 
in the church preschool building. Tropical Storm Lee cut a soggy pathy across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia over Labor Day weekend and several days later. A UMNS photo by Drake Granier 

Churches face flood, fire in wake of Tropical Storm Lee 


BY HEATHER HAHN AND 
BETTY BACKSTROM 

In the wake of Tropical Storm Lee, 
United Methodists are contending with 
the damage from floods — and flames. 

While the storm’s heavy rains cut a 
soggy path across Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia, Lee’s 50-mile-per- 
hour winds whipped wildfires in parched 
Texas as well as in parts of Louisiana. 

“My real worry is just having funding 
to be able to help,” said the Rev. Tom 
Hazelwood, the executive in charge of 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief’s U.S. disaster response. “We were 
short and we got a little money in to help 
with the spring storms, and now we’ve 
got all of this, and we have to ask people 
to give again for a different set of circum¬ 
stances.” 


Hazelwood spent most of Sept. 7 
coordinating response to the fire-ravaged 
parts of Texas, which has been undergo¬ 
ing a severe drought since last fall. 
Among the responders are UMCOR- 
trained spiritual and emotional care 
teams. 

In Bastrop County, about 30 miles 
southeast of Austin, a blaze has burned 
more than 33,000 acres since Sept. 4 and 
claimed the lives of two people. 

“A cool front arrived at the same time 
as the winds from Tropical Storm Lee, 
and with the drought conditions here, the 
low humidity and the high winds, any lit¬ 
tle spark became a huge fire,” said the 
Rev. Andy Smith, pastor of First United 
Methodist Church of Bastrop. 

At least 16 families in his congrega¬ 
tion have lost their homes. More than 30 


families, Smith said, still do not know 
whether their homes are damaged or lost. 

Most Bastrop residents had less than 
20 minutes to evacuate, and still others 
were out of town for the Labor Day 
weekend. Smith said he has heard stories 
of neighbors rescuing the pets of those 
out of town. 

In Louisiana, where some forecasters 
had feared the worst, only Clanton 
Chapel United Methodist Church in the 
small fishing town of Dulac has reported 
damage to the Louisiana Conference. 

“We did have a lot of water in Dulac 
from Lee on two different days,” 
explained the Rev. Kirby Verret, the 
church’s pastor. “The waters rose, but we 
did not have any in the sanctuary. We did, 

See Lee, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

The Long, Hot Summer 


“The Long, Hot Summer” is about to 
come to a close. As for me, it can’t 
come soon enough! If the humidity 
would roll back out into the Gulf and the 
mercury dip below 90 degrees it might 
become tolerable again. I don’t know 
when I have been more ready for fall to 
arrive. And the areas that have been 
stricken with record drought will certain¬ 
ly be relieved when the scorching heat 
abates and a little cooler weather pre¬ 
vails. 

While there have been a multitude of 
heat related stories that have dominated 
the headlines of the newspapers, there’s 
one that is personal to Kay and me that 
no one has read. We were visiting in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma in late June and left our 
car parked in the driveway of our friends 
home while we visited around the area 
with them. We didn’t need to get in the 
car when we got back home that 
evening, so it was the next morning 
when we went out to load the car for our 
trip on to New Mexico that we discov¬ 
ered the results of the heat the day 
before. 

1 had left an unopened can of Dr. 
Pepper in the cup holder in the front seat 
of the car. Sometime during the day 
before the heat had risen to such a level 
that the can exploded and Dr. Pepper was 
projected with volcano-like force all over 
the interior of the car. You can’t imagine 
the sticky mess that greeted us! And, in 
addition to having sugary Dr. Pepper 
spray all over the interior, the can had 
sent the remaining liquid bubbling over 
into the center gear shift of the car, mak¬ 
ing it very challenging to even shift the 
gears. I’m certain not many cars have 
Dr. Pepper poured into the gears!! 

I learned a great practical lesson. 

Don’t leave an unopened can of any car¬ 
bonated drink in a closed up car when 
the temperatures outside are in excess of 
100 degrees! 

The second lesson is more philosophi¬ 
cal. Do not place bottled-up emotions in 
a heated place or you are subject to an 
eruption that will be very messy! Here 
are a few examples of what I am think¬ 
ing. 

When you have issues with another 
person and you are ready to lose your 
integrity by spouting off to them about 
how much you dislike them, or how 
angry they make you by their actions, it’s 
time to remove yourself from the heat. 
Walk away, count to ten, or take a 
breather from the conversation. If you 
stay in the conflicted situation until the 
heat goes beyond control, there will be 
an explosion. The potential for reconcili¬ 
ation will be blown to bits. The opportu¬ 
nity to come to a mutual agreement for a 
solution will be scattered all over the 
premises. Nothing is more sticky than a 
relationship that has had anger and 
hatred spewed all over it. 

We’ve just finished “Boundaries 


Training” for sexual 
misconduct with all 
the clergy and with 
laity who are 
employed by 
churches. This prin¬ 
ciple applies there 
are well. When you 
are involved in a 
relationship with 
another person that 
has sexual overtones, 
be well aware of having emotions pres¬ 
surized within yourself that could erupt 
at any moment. Again, the secret to con¬ 
trol is to absent yourself from the heat of 
the moment and bring your emotions 
back in check in a much cooler climate. 
As they used to say, “Cool your jets.” If 
you expose closed up emotions to a heat¬ 
ed encounter, you are very likely to find 
yourself in a place where self-control is 
the only thing that stands between you 
and behavioral disaster. 

In the church, conflict is the pressur¬ 
ized element that threatens stability and 
productivity. When factions form around 
support and non-support of a pastor, or 
when divisions happen over theological 
stances, or when the expenditure of 
money is controversial, or when the 
music department is at odds with chil¬ 
dren’s ministries, there is always the 
potential for a can-ripping reaction. 

When parishioners find themselves in 
conflict with one another, they should 
pray for guidance, wait for discernment, 
and reschedule a time to converse about 
the issue when the heat isn’t so high. 
Nothing is messier and more destructive 
than a fissure that develops out of anger 
in a fellowship of Christ-followers where 
harmony and commitment to a common 
goal are supposed to be the defining 
principles. 

Yes, I am ready for the “long, hot 
summer” to be a thing of the past. We’ll 
all function better in a cooler environ¬ 
ment. And I am ready for the pressur¬ 
ized eruptions that bring destruction and 
pain to the church and the people of the 
church to come to an end. I pray that 
God will give us “love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithful¬ 
ness, gentleness, and self-control” 
(Galatians 5:22) that will enable us to 
keep our messy explosions from happen¬ 
ing and will allow us the privilege to 
fully embody the spirit of Christ in His 
Holy Church. 

I’m ready to journey into the cool fall 
with you! 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Wideman is conference Episcopal candidate 


Rev. Fred Wideman 
has been endorsed as a 
candidate for the 
Episcopacy at the 2012 
South Central 
Jurisdictional 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church. Rev. Wideman 
is the current senior 
pastor of Broadmoor 
United Methodist 
Church in Baton 


Rev. Fred 
Wideman 



Rouge. His candidacy was endorsed by the 
Louisiana Conference General and 
Jurisdictional Delegations at a Sept. 10 
meeting held at the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana in Baton Rouge. 
Members of the delegation have been 
working with a discernment model which 
has drawn them to this vote for endorse¬ 
ment. 

Rev. Wideman has a Masters of 
Theology from Perkins and has had addi¬ 
tional study at Candler. He is married to 
Ann, has three children and a grandchild. 



Delegates prepare for General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences in 2012 


Louisiana Annual Conference delegates 
to General and Jurisdictional conferences, 
slated for 2012, gathered at the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana offices 
in Baton Rouge to begin preparation for 
next year’s events. The 2012 United 
Methodist Church Conference will be held 


April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. The 2012 
South Central Jurisdictional Conference is 
slated for July 18-21 in Oklahoma City. 
Rev. Katie McKay Simpson and Tim 
Hebert, delegates to Jurisdictional 
Conference, are pictured at the Aug. 30 
meeting. 


In Memoriam 

Johanna Hess 
July 20, 2011 

Rev. Robert Peyton 
September 4, 2011 
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In 2001, the United Methodist Committee on Relief established a “listening post” at John Street United Methodist Church just blocks from ground zero where victims 
of the tragedy were encouraged to come in to talk. A banner sent from Louisiana expressing support hung outside the church. A UMNS 2001 file photo by John C. 
Goodwin. 


9/11 healing aided by United Methodist Committee 


on Relief funds 


As a professional case manager, 
Catherine Earl does not routinely keep in 
touch with former clients she has assisted 
through the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief. 

During the last decade, however, she 
heard from a few who wanted to express 
their gratitude for the agency’s assistance 
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 

She is happy to report that one person, 
who literally had been living under a 
bridge after the tragedy, “now is quite self- 
sufficient.” 

That doesn’t surprise her. 

“Some of these families would have 
found their (own) way,” said Earl about the 
hundreds who benefited from the Healing, 
Encouragement and Advocacy in Response 
to Tragedy unit established by the denomi¬ 
nation’s Greater New Jersey Annual 
(regional) Conference. “But there were so 
many people in crisis who not only needed 
the resources themselves but also needed 
someone to partner with them. 


“I’m very confident that because of the 
generosity of the people who gave to 
UMCOR... a lot of people did, in fact, 
benefit and maybe recovered faster and in 
some cases, better,” she added. 
Denomination’s response 

United Methodists donated $20.8 mil¬ 
lion to a fund — aptly named “Love in the 
Midst of Tragedy” — designed to create a 
response across the denomination to the 
Sept. 11 attacks on New York’s World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

The scope and nature of the events, 
along with the large amount of resources 
available, made this a very different type of 
disaster for the relief agency. Instead of 
rebuilding homes and communities, 
UMCOR would help some of the survivors 
and secondary victims of 9/11 deal with 
both psychological wounds and economic 
needs as they reassembled their lives. 

The high level of donations also allowed 
the church to improve disaster response 
training across the denomination, encour¬ 


age participation in interfaith relations, 
advocate on behalf of immigrants and 
address humanitarian needs in Afghanistan. 

Practical lessons learned through “Love 
in the Midst of Tragedy” helped UMCOR 
expand its capabilities in ways that became 
apparent in the denomination’s response to 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005. 

The agency developed its first case 
management manual in the late 1990s, 
based on its experiences with floods in 
Fargo, N.D., and the Upper Midwest, 
explained the Rev. Tom Hazelwood, the 
executive in charge of U.S. disaster relief. 

In a practical way, the denomination’s 
Sept. 11 recovery efforts in New York and 
New Jersey “really helped us define and 
understand how case management works,” 
he said. 

Learning how to disburse significant 
funds from donors during the 9/11 recovery 
also allowed UMCOR to organize more 
quickly after Hurricane Katrina hit. “We 
were able to immediately have conversa¬ 


tions with FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) about how to handle 
large quantities of families who were in 
need,” Hazelwood said. 

In fact, UMCOR’s response to Katrina 
was “unprecedented,” in Earl’s opinion. 
Never had a million people been displaced 
in the United States before, she pointed out, 
and never before had the denomination had 
national mechanisms for its response, 
through both the annual conferences and 
the government-funded Katrina Aid Today, 
which Earl joined in January 2006. 

UMCOR and its collaborating partners 
— Catholic Charities, the Salvation Army, 
other denominational relief agencies and 
Red Cross— now understand the need to 
work more closely together on large disas¬ 
ters and have devised language, forms and 
systems that “are increasingly standard¬ 
ized,” she said. 


Study results provide tips to local churches on encouraging vitality 


Local churches of all faiths face the 
issue of encouraging growth and vitality in 
their respective ministries. Clergy and laity 
struggle to “not only bring new partici¬ 
pants/members in the door, but also to 
retain them as contributing participants in 
the life of the congregation,” according to a 
recent Faith Communities Today (FACT) 
publication. 

Stated in the report, “The question of 
church growth has been addressed from 
many perspectives, including previous 
Faith Communities Today (FACT) publica¬ 
tions . . .Hopefully, the research findings 
presented here can be of use to clergy, lay 
leaders, and others who are interested in 
attracting and keeping new congregational 
members.” 

Some of the lessons learned from the 
research findings from a recent FACT sur¬ 


vey include: 

• Numerical growth is most likely 
among those congregations that: 

° Capitalize on changing community 
demographics by incorporating new leader¬ 
ship positions, worship styles, or music that 
reflects the culture of the changing neigh¬ 
borhood. 

° Clergy and lay leaders who consult 
with congregational members in develop¬ 
ing a systematic plan for growth that not 
only reflects their needs, but stimulates 
their leadership opportunities. 

• Congregations that provide worship 
and small group activities at multiple times 
throughout the week will help retain active 
participation for families with harried 
schedules trying to juggle work, school, 
and extracurricular sports schedules. 

• Actively invite new participants to 


worship, fellowship activities, and small 
group events to keep potential and new 
recruits returning to the congregation. 

• Congregations that have “spiritually 
vital” programming as part of their out¬ 
reach are more likely to actively invite 
newcomers to worship and small group 
activities. In other words, a synergy is 
developed between actively inviting com¬ 
munity members to join in the life of the 
congregation, and having exciting and rele¬ 
vant activities to invite new recruits to 
attend. 

• Dynamic worship remains the primary 
vehicle that all denominations and faith tra¬ 
ditions use to attract and integrate new 
members and participants. Clergy and lay 
leaders need to remember that captivating 
worship is the main attraction for renewal. 
Often this means incorporating a “contem¬ 


porary” style worship service. 

• Develop a system to recognize new, 
regular, and lapsed attendees since the data 
show that those congregations which are 
more likely to “definitely contact” lapsed 
attendees are also more likely to have 
experienced growth in recent years. 

• Congregational leaders should also 
provide training opportunities and public 
recognition of volunteers to maintain the 
steady recruitment and retention of active 
participants. 

This publication is one in a series pro¬ 
duced by Faith Communities Today 
(FACT), a collaboration of American faith 
communities. These periodic publications 
connect research with strategies for dealing 
with important issues facing congregations 
in the U.S. today More infonnation can be 
found at www.faithcommunitiestoday.org 
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Pastor seeks peace despite hurt of losing brother during 9/11 tragedy in New York 



The Rev. Myrna Bethke, top left, visits a memorial to employees of Marsh & McLennan in New York, which lost 295 people, including Bethke's 36-year-old brother, 
William Bethke, in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Rev. Bethke serves as pastor of First United Methodist Church in Freehold, N.J. A UMNS photo by John C. Goodwin. 
Top right, Rev. Bethke sits with Amira, an Afghan girl who lost most of her family during U.S. bombing near Kabul, at a memorial service for the bombing victims in 
this 2002 file photo. Bethke was part of a June 16-29 interfaith delegation to Afghanistan, sponsored by Global Exchange, an international human rights organization. 
A UMNS photo courtesy of Myrna Bethke. 


When the death of Osama bin Laden 
was announced in May, the Rev. Myma 
Bethke was awakened by a late-night call 
from a New Zealand media outlet seeking 
her reaction. 

That itself was not a surprise. Bethke, 
pastor of Red Bank United Methodist 
Church in New Jersey, has a drawer full of 
videotaped interviews — in Korean, 
Japanese, Italian, Norwegian, German and 
Chinese — that she’s received from TV 
stations around the world. 

As the sister of one of the 2,977 victims 
of the Sept. 11 attacks and an advocate for 
reconciliation who traveled on a peace mis¬ 
sion to Afghanistan the next year, her per¬ 
spective often has been sought by the 
media. 

Any reporter thinking Bethke would 
allow herself the satisfaction of revenge 
would be disappointed. Her family’s loss 
because of 9/11 has not changed a lifelong 
commitment to peace. 

Bethke has visited a stadium in 
Afghanistan where the Taliban carried out 
its executions and she recognized the evil 
in bin Laden. But, as she told the New 
Zealand reporter that night, “I’m not going 
to celebrate anyone’s dying.” 

From the beginning, she has chosen rec¬ 
onciliation over retribution. 

The tribute at ground zero 

On Sunday, Bethke, 54, and her hus¬ 
band, Drew Burras, a church organist, will 
attend the 9/11 family observance at 
ground zero as she has every year except 
the first anniversary. The guest preacher to 
take her place in the pulpit at Red Bank 
was lined up several months ago. 

This year, through a lottery system, she 
is one of the family members chosen to 
read aloud the names of those who died in 
the attacks. She will be permitted to men¬ 
tion the name of her youngest brother, 
William Bethke, who was among the dead, 
at the end of her list. 

If the sun is reflecting brightly off the 


Hudson River, it will be hard to forget how 
blue the sky was that morning. Her brother, 
nearing his 37th birthday in October, was at 
work in the offices of the consulting firm 
Marsh & McLennan, on the 95th floor of 
the World Trade Center’s north tower. 

After American Airlines Flight 11 
crashed into the north tower, between the 
93rd and 99th floors, at 8:46 a.m., Myma 
Bethke followed the breaking news on her 
computer. But, she momentarily forgot that 
her brother had transferred earlier that year 
from his company’s Princeton, N.J., office 
to lower Manhattan. 

Then the realization came: “Billy works 
there now.” No one in her family could 
reach him. His body was never identified. 

That evening, she opened the doors of 
First United Methodist Church in Freehold, 
N.J., where she then served as pastor, to the 
grieving congregation and community. 

They sang hymns and read psalms of anger 
and lament, like Psalm 137, written cen¬ 
turies ago by the oppressed Israelites living 
in exile in Babylon. 

It felt right, Bethke recalled, to “let that 
rage happen” in a liturgical context, 
“knowing that God is big enough to handle 
all of our anger and all of our feelings.” 

The next night, during a more formal wor¬ 
ship service, they talked instead about 
beginning the healing process. 

Finding ways to heal 

Her family, which includes a sister and 
two other brothers, found different ways to 
deal with the tragedy, but they eventually 
lost touch with Bill’s widow, Valerie. “1 
think her way of coping was just to disap¬ 
pear,” Bethke said. 

Her mother, Marie, started leading 
workshops to help people leam to use the 
healing power of laughter and still does. 
Until his death from cancer two years ago, 
her father, Brud, tagged along with his 
wife. 

For Bethke, the aftermath of 9/11 meant 
learning to express her concerns and con¬ 


victions in a much more public fashion 
than she was used to, even as a pastor. “I’m 
actually a very shy and quiet person, so 
having to be that public about the death of 
my brother has been an interesting journey 
for me,” she admitted. 

She knew she had to live out this truth: 
“The more we know about one another and 
the more we know our names and our sto¬ 
ries, the harder it is when something hap¬ 
pens to generalize or stereotype another 
group of people.” 

The desire to keep making connections 
with other peoples and cultures also has 
touched her two children, Krista, 22, and 
Daniel, 20. “Both of them grew up in a 
kind of peace tradition,” she explained. 
“The jump to our response to 9/11 made 
sense to them.” 

Bethke had a powerful reminder of the 
urgent need to work for peace and justice 
when she and United Methodist Bishop C. 
Joseph Sprague were part of an interfaith 
delegation to Afghanistan in 2002, spon¬ 
sored by Global Exchange, an international 
human rights organization. 

She had carried with her a memory that 
symbolized the tragedy of 9/11 for her: 
watching her father give a DNA sample in 
case authorities were ever able to identify 
her brother’s remains. Then, in 
Afghanistan, she listened as an 8-year-old 
girl spoke the names of family members 
who had died in a bombing, offering a sort 
of verbal DNA, and the connection was 
clear. 

“Those two things came together for 
me,” she said. “This is why we do what we 
do.” 

Promoting interfaith relationships 

Since 9/11, Bethke has been active in 
September Eleventh Families for Peaceful 
Tomorrows, an organization that promotes 
dialogue on alternatives to war; has com¬ 
mitted herself to seeking out relationships 
with Muslims and other faith groups in 
communities where she has lived; and has 


worked with other New Jersey clergy to 
address a growing backlash against immi¬ 
grants. 

Two years ago, the Red Bank congrega¬ 
tion was part of the Three Faiths Walks ini¬ 
tiated by U.S. Rep. Rush Holt, D-N.J., to 
promote understanding among Christians, 
Jews and Muslims. In 2010, church youth 
participated in the Three Faiths Quilt proj¬ 
ect, initiated by the Jewish Federation of 
Monmouth County in partnership with 14 
houses of worship. Each square of the 
quilt, later displayed at the Statehouse in 
Trenton, depicted symbols of peace in 
those traditions. 

These days, the personal significance of 
Sept. 11 has become more prevalent as the 
10th anniversary draws near. On a bright 
summer afternoon, she visited, for the first 
time, Marsh & McLennan’s memorial to 
the 295 employees it lost at ground zero. 

In a small plaza adjacent to the compa¬ 
ny’s offices at 1166 Avenue of the 
Americas, William Bethke’s name is etched 
in the stone above a facsimile of his signa¬ 
ture. 

“The most meaningful part of that was 
to see my brother’s signature,” she said 
later. “That was just really a very moving 
way to do that memorial.” 

But, when she thinks of Bill, she doesn’t 
think of Manhattan at all. 

She might remember the seasons of 
their childhood, when the siblings and four 
close Bethke cousins peppered the grades 
of the public school system in Hamilton, 
N.J., and vacationed together each August 
at the Jersey Shore. 

Or she might recall Bill as an adult, the 
tech guru who “could reformat your whole 
computer over the phone;” the brother who 
would “always be the first to help some¬ 
body or make somebody laugh. 

“A lot of times, it’s just remembering 
who he was.” 
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Lee, from page 1 

however, sustain about two inches in the 
entrance to the preschool. Our R/V electri¬ 
cal outlets were also flooded. We have a 
few homes flooded in Dulac, but most have 
been cleaned up.” 

Verret noted one positive development 
from Lee. The storm has blown in more 
shrimp. 

“When the winds from Lee shifted to 
the north, shrimpers dropped their nets,” he 
said. “The harvests have been great.” 

Connections through church 

The community of Bastrop is drawing 
together in other ways. First United 
Methodist and other area churches have 
been collecting gift cards, linens, clothes 
and personal items for evacuees. 

On the night of Sept. 4, First United 
Methodist Church was shelter to five fami¬ 
lies. The church building is not in peril and 
now hosts lunch each day for evacuees. 

“It’s been really good for families just to 
connect with each other,” Smith said. 
Barbara DorfF, the wife of Bishop Jim 
Dorff of the Southwest Texas Annual 
(regional) Conference, joined the church 
for lunch Sept. 7. 

Fires across Texas over the past week 


have destroyed more than 1,000 homes. 

Elsewhere in the Southwest Texas 
Conference, Cedar Creek United Methodist 
Church has served as shelter for families 
forced to flee wildfires. 

“Our churches and pastors are hard at 
work providing shelter and support for 
those left homeless. Our God is present in 
these communities and renewal will occur,” 
said Bishop Dorff in a statement. 

Lee’s other effects 

Lee also spawned tornadoes that dam¬ 
aged hundreds of homes and knocked out 
power to hundreds of thousands of people 
in several states. 

Now, the storm’s remnants are churning 
toward the northeastern United States, still 
sodden from Irene. National Weather 
Service meteorologist Neil Stuart told The 
Associated Press some parts of the 
Catskills have seen three to five inches in 
the last few days, and another one to three 
inches of rain could occur through Sept. 8. 
Flood warnings are in effect Sept. 7 and 8 
for much of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
upstate New York. 

In parts of the southeast, some United 
Methodist churches reported minor flood¬ 
ing, and some households were still dealing 
with power outages. However, many were 




Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in Dulac, La., top left, had about four 
inches of water in the entryway and bathroom areas of its Christian preschool. 
Despite the stormy weather provided by Lee, shrimp harvests in Dulac, La. con¬ 
tinue to be bountiful. Winds from the storm fan a wildfire near Bastrop, Texas. 


breathing a sigh of relief. 

In Calhoun, Term., a tree fell on the roof 
of Spring Creek United Methodist Church 
and damaged one of the church’s Sunday 
school classrooms. But the Rev. Mary 
Parson, the church’s pastor, said the con¬ 
gregation still plans to go ahead with its 
scheduled camp meeting this weekend. 

Her church also plans to share worship 


space with a nearby Baptist church that lost 
its building in a fire ignited by lightning 
from the storm. 

Smith of Bastrop also sees signs of hope 
amid the fire. 

“We’ve really seen the church be the 
church not just for the church family but 
for all their neighbors.” 


Baton Rouge District begins annual 
Habitat Build spanning fall of 2011 



Volunteers from several United Methodist churches in the Baton Rouge District 
are shown Sept. 10 working at this year’s United Methodist Habitat Build in Baton 
Rouge. This annual event draws teams from throughout the district to work on a 
home for a deserving family. More information about the build can be obtained by 
contacting Lynn Bradley at (225) 769-7040 or lbradley@bradley-blewster.com 



St. Paul UMC - Jeanerette 


St. Paul United Methodist Church held 
a special service on Aug. 21 for children 
and youth, reminding them, “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
They received a special blessing from Rev. 
Darrel Briggs, Sr., pastor. After the service, 
a scavenger hunt for school supplies was 


held. Members made special bags, each 
having a different scripture. St. Paul UMC 
also celebrated its church anniversary 
on Aug. 28 using the theme, “Surviving 
137 years through Prayers, Faith, and the 
Power of God.” 
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Monroe celebrated its 50th anniversary July 
9-10 with several events. St. Mark’s youth group organized and served hot dogs and 
drinks on the grounds during a ‘fun fair’, top. A worship service on Sunday featured 
Rev. James O. Evans as guest speaker, above. 


St.Mark’s UMC - Monroe 


St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in 
Monroe celebrated its 50th anniversary 
July 9-10 with several events. 

The church hosted a “fun fair” on 
Saturday, featuring waterslides and games 
for children of all ages. Boy Scout and Cub 
Scout troops 1 and 8031 provided the 
games. St. Mark’s youth group organized 
and served hot dogs and drinks on the 
grounds. 

Saturday evening, a reception was held 
in the church’s new welcome center. 
Visitors enjoyed photos from each of the 
five decades the church has been in min¬ 
istry. A power point presentation in the 
sanctuary featured photos of people and 
activities over the past 50 years. 


A worship service on Sunday featured 
Rev. James O. Evans as guest speaker. Rev. 
Evans was the second minister to serve at 
St. Mark’s. A luncheon in the fellowship 
hall, attended by 170, was held after the 
service. 

Honored guests included Rev. Lynn 
Malone, newly appointed Monroe District 
Superintendent, and his wife Vanessa; 
recently retired District Superintendent 
Rev. Bob Burgess and his wife Peggy; and 
Revs. Evans, Gary VanHom, and Lysbeth 
Cockrell, former pastors of St. Mark’s. 

Rev. Burgess was also a former pastor of 
the church. Rev. Tony Ranero currently 
serves as pastor for St. Mark’s. 


First UMC - Pineville 


As a follow-up response to the confer¬ 
ence wide “Day of Caring” in May, mem¬ 
bers of First United Methodist Church in 
Pineville took up the challenge of raising 
funds for the “Backpacks for Children” 
program of the local food bank. 

Through the backpack initiative, 1,128 
children in 21 schools in Central Louisiana 
carry home a plain backpack full of kid- 
friendly food every Friday. The children 
return the empty backpack each Monday. 
The recipients have been identified by 
teachers and school staff, and the back¬ 
packs are distributed in a confidential way 
every week. 

The items for the packs are ordered in 
bulk through the food bank. 

Ann Parvin, chair of the First UMC 
“Food for the Hungry” taskforce, invited 


Linda Hutson from the food bank to speak 
to Sunday School classes at the church. 

The task force set up display tables at each 
entrance to the church and arranged for a 
brief video about the program in all three 
services. She explained that the cost of 
filling each backpack for the year is $135. 
Envelopes with backpack stickers were dis¬ 
tributed in each bulletin to collect funds for 
the program. Revs. Ricky Willis and Mark 
Martin followed up with reminders, and 
the goal was posted in the weekly and 
monthly newsletters. 

Through funds raised, First UMC was 
able to provide for 36 backpacks, more 
than double the church’s original goal. 
Other CENLA churches interested in par¬ 
ticipating in this worthy cause can call the 
food bank at (318) 445-2773. 



Lewis Center to hold conference, provide resources to reach new disciples 


To help congregations reach new disci¬ 
ples, the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership of Wesley Theological 
Seminary will host the Connect with Your 
Neighbors Conference and release a com¬ 
panion DVD/CD Resource. 

Conference 

The Connect with Your Neighbors 
Conference will be held Saturday, Nov. 5, 
2011, from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the cam¬ 
pus of Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington, DC. Building on the Center’s 
continuing work in attracting new disciples, 
the half-day conference for laity and clergy 


will feature insightful presentations from 
Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr., Director of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership, and 
Dr. Amy Oden, Dean of Wesley 
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Weems says, “To reach new disci¬ 
ples, it used to be enough for our churches 
simply to reach out to our neighbors. But 
today we need to do more. Today we need 
to connect with our neighbors through 
understanding, engagement and service.” 

The conference also features practical 
workshops from knowledgeable Lewis 
Center staff: Discovering Who Your 


Neighbors Are, Ways to Understand Your 
Neighbors Better, Using Social Media to 
Reach New People, Your Website Is Your 
Church’s Welcome Mat, and Needs-based 
Community Outreach. 

Early-bird conference registration dis¬ 
counts are available through Oct. 10, 2011. 
DVD/CD Resource 

The Connect with Your Neighbors 
DVD/CD Resource includes videos of the 
conference presentations plus workshop 
PowerPoint presentations, introductory 
videos, outlines, key points and other 
resources to help congregations reach new 


disciples. The resource will be available in 
early December 2011, and the Lewis 
Center is offering a preorder discount 
through Nov. 5, 2011. 

The Connect with Your Neighbors 
Conference and DVD/CD Resource are 
part of the Lewis Center’s Reach New 
Disciples program. 

Additional conference, registration, and 
resource information is at available at 
http://www.churchleadership.com/newdis- 
ciples. 
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Leaves of Gold 
slated Oct. 17-20 

Missy Buchanan, special contributor to 
the United Methodist Reporter, will be at 
Mount Sequoyah Oct. 17-20 as the 
keynote speaker for the Leaves of Gold 
senior adult retreat. Buchanan will speak 
about current issues relevant to aging. 

Also, Sequoyah Guess, seventh generation 
grandson to Chief Sequoyah, Native 
American statesman, will offer his 
renowned storytelling. Offered during the 
event is an excursion to the Cherokee 
Heritage Museum in Tahlequah, 

Oklahoma. For costs and details, please 
visit the website or call Karen Stauffacher 
at (800) 760-8126 or email 
registration@mountsequoyah.org The web¬ 
site address is http://www.mountsequoy- 
ah.org/Mount_Sequoyah/GROUP_EVENT 
S.html 

United Methodist 
Men raise funds for 
inspirational books 
for military 

The United Methodist Men’s group for 
First United Methodist Church in Pineville 
recently issued an appeal for funds to pur¬ 
chase copies of Strength for Service to be 
sent to members of our country’s military. 

Strength for Service is the devotional 
written specifically for those in service of 
others. First published in 1942, the volume 
went out of print in the 1950s as anned 
forces personnel returned home. Fifty 
years later, Boy Scout Evan Hunsberger 
discovered his grandfather’s well worn 
copy of the book and made an Eagle Scout 
project out of seeing the volume repub¬ 
lished. Today, the revised book has been 
distributed to 450,000 service personnel of 
many denominations 

A total of $73 5 was donated during the 
July 3 appeal at First UMC, Pineville. This 
amount should enable the General Church 
United Methodist Men to send several 
hundred copies of the book to members of 
our country’s armed forces serving over¬ 
seas and statewide. 

In addition, the church purchased 70 
copies of the book which were donated to 
the members of First UMC who are in 
service to others, including local firefight¬ 
ers, EMS responderss and police officers. 
The books were presented during worship 
services held on Sept. 11. 
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More than 15 United Methodist Colleges 
from several states represented COLLEGE 

Register online at www.bishopscollegeday.org 
Free for all High School Students and Parents 

TOPS Information Table 

First United Methodist Church 

Conference Center 

930 North Boulevard • Baton Rouge 

Louisiana • 70802 • 223.383.4777 


Program will feature mini-lectures 
on the following topics: 

• Course scheduling 

• Standardized Testing 

• Scholarships 

• Application Essay Writing 



Plus a keynote presentation from 
General Charles Krulak, President of 
Birmingham Southern College 

Sponsored by: First UMC Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Annual Conference, and the Collegiate Advisory 
Placement Service. 


Dean Mosley speaks at recent Gammon dinner 

Dr. Albert D. Mosley, center, 
served as guest speaker at 
the Louisiana Conference 
annual dinner for Gammon 
Theological Seminary. The 
event was held June 6 at St. 
Paul United Methodist 
Church., pastored by Rev. 
Beverly Connelly. Dr. Mosley 
began serving Gammon as 
President/Dean in January of 
this year. Pictured at the 
event are Dr. Alonzo 
Campbell, Dr. Mosley and 
Rev. James Graham, presi¬ 
dent of the Louisiana 
Gammon Fellowship. 
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Teams needed for 
tornado response 
in Rayne, La. 

Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City recently sent seven of its 
members to Rayne, La. to assist with dis¬ 
aster recovery from devastating tornadoes 
that hit the southeastern part of the country 
earlier this year. Ronnie Lawrence, Angela 
Pfanner, Emily Watkins, Molly McAdoo, 
Carrie Bridges, Clayton Caraway and 
Brian Johnston, served as team members. 

The group pulled into Rayne and were 
greeted with open arms and welcoming 
smiles from the local church leaders at 
Centenary United Methodist Church. 

The next morning, the team went right 
to work on putting a tin roof on a porch 
and replacing some back steps on the 
home of a family of four. The girls of the 
group quickly fell in love with the little girl 
of the house and spent time playing and 
laughing with her. They worked on the 
inside of the house patching a wall and 
then painted the ceiling of another home 
down the street. 

Teams are still desperately needed to 
finish the work in Rayne by Thanksgiving 

Help is most needed from skilled 
workers such as plumbers, electricians, 
roofers and those who float sheetroek. If 
you are interested in volunteering through 
the Louisiana Conference Disaster 
Ministry, please call (225) 346-5193 or 
email laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net or 
register at www.laumcstonnrelief.com 

Team leader Brian Johnston wrote, 

“The family was very pleased with our 
work and it was a blessing to see the 
smiles on their faces and see them on their 
porch admiring our hard work. The work 
was strenuous and it was very hot. We 
were tired and dirty at the end of the day. 
We were sore in the mornings and weary 
before starting our day, but those smiles 
and the thanks as we gathered our materi¬ 
als to leave made every drop of sweat well 
worth the work we put into the home.” 

“Although we did help out families in 
need, I think the team got the better deal 
on the mission trip. . . That is the gift God 
gives those of us who reach out to others 
in need. Our gift is not tangible. 

So, was it worth sweating in the humid 
Louisiana summer to gain a better under¬ 
standing of where God is in our lives? 
Where do I sign up for the next one?,” said 
Johnston. 

Save the Date! 
Congress on 
Evangelism 2012 
January 3-6, 2012 
Gaylord Opryland 
Convention Center 
Nashville, Tennessee 
For information visit 
congressonevangelism. org 



LSU Wesley Foundation plays key role in campus-wide 9/11 event 


The LSU Wesley Foundation played a key role in a campus Remembrance Walk and Candlelight Vigil held early Sunday 
evening on ‘9/11.’ A group of nearly 100 students gathered in Baton Rouge at LSU’s campus ‘Free Speech Alley’ to hear 
remarks from representatives of Student Government, the campus Muslim student group and The Wesley Foundation, 
among others. Participants walked a path lined with luminaries to the campus Greek Ampitheatre. Six prayer stations set up 
by The Wesley Foundation offered opportunities for students to pause and reflect along the path. Ellen Lecroix, a junior in 
Psychology and Religion from Alexandria, spoke on behalf of The Wesley Foundation. 











Charitable Giving Through 
Individual Retirement Accounts 

If you are over age 7 OV 2 , the Federal government 
permits you to rollover up to $100,000 from 
your IRA to your church without increasing your 
taxable income or paying any additional tax. 
These tax-free rollover gifts could be $1,000, 
$10,000 or any amount up to $100,000 this year. 
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Be tax-smart and help your church. Call us 
about giving through your IRA! 

(225) 346-1535 (800)256-9317 
www.umf.org 
















Save the date! 

Conference-wide 
5K Run/Half Mile 
Walk 

April 21, 2012 
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Imagine No Malaria 
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Louisiana Conference featured in 10-fold appeal 


The United Methodist Church, through 
UMCOR, is on the ground locally and 
globally, helping people after disasters. 

United Methodist missionaries are doing 
God’s work every day. What issues are 
they facing and how are they making a dif¬ 
ference? 


Beginning Monday, October 10, join us 
daily for 10-Fold, a 10-day multimedia 
experience that spotlights 10 powerful 
ways The United Methodist Church is 
making an impact worldwide—from plant¬ 
ing churches to eliminating death and suf¬ 
fering from malaria. 


10-Fold is about multiplying ministry 
and mobilizing passionate people to stand 
up and be counted for God’s work around 
the world through the people called United 
Methodists. 

See 10-fold, page 6 


Town & Country 



Waldheim United Methodist Church in the New Orleans District was a recent 
graduate of the conference-sponsored Town & Country Ministry Academy. 
Nine local churches in the Louisiiana Conference completed the program, 
which focuses on strengthening small, rural United Methodist congregations. 
As part of Waldheim’s outreach plan, the church now sponsors an annual 
Trunk or Treat for the community. Participants are shown at last year’s event. 



Nine complete Academy for small membership churches 


Nine Louisiana Conference churches 
recently celebrated the completion of a 
two-year Town & Country Ministry 
Academy sponsored by the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana and 
the Conference Office of Church 
Extension and Transformation. 

The Academy is designed to strength¬ 
en community service and evangelism in 
small United Methodist congregations. 

United Methodist churches graduating 
during the Sept. 17 event included 


Waldheim and Fitzgerald, New Orleans 
District; Livingston and Magnolia, Baton 
Rouge District; Sweetlake, Lake Charles 
District; Shiloh, Vivian and Flaughton, 
Shreveport District; and Downsville, 
Monroe District. 

Participants in the program were nom¬ 
inated by their respective District 
Superintendents and were accepted into 
the Academy after a “very specific” 
assessment process. “When accepting 
churches into the program, we looked for 


a proven pattern of leadership in evangel¬ 
ism and service. We wanted congrega¬ 
tions that had the basic practices in place 
so that the Academy could help them 
build upon those practices,” said Rev. 
Steve Stephens, director of the Office of 
Church Extension and Transformation. 

Rev. Stephens added that the 
Conference hopes to take 80 local 
churches through this process in a period 
of five years. 

See Town and Country, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Banner Bearers Step to the Front 


In late July/early August, Kay and I 
went to Durban, South Africa, along with 
Don and Marcia Avery, and Don and 
Glennell Cottrill to attend the World 
Methodist Council and Conference. It 
was a LONG flight! We figured it was 
some 30 hours of transit time from here 
in Louisiana to Durban. But, the excite¬ 
ment of the Conference and the beauty of 
that southern tip of Africa were worth the 
effort and exhaustion to get there. 

We had the joy of being inspired by 
wonderful speakers, sharing in worship 
with people of Wesleyan backgrounds 
from all over the globe, and making a 
missional statement to the people of the 
area through a food packaging event that 
produced enough packages of food to 
provide some 600,000 meals for people 
who are nutritionally deprived. 

One particular event, however, pro¬ 
vided a beautiful lesson for what it 
means to be the church. On Sunday 
afternoon, most of the Conference partic¬ 
ipants were joined by people from the 
churches of the area to do a march 
through the city streets of Durban, just to 
let them know the church was present! It 
was quite a sight to see thousands of peo¬ 
ple gathered to make our way from the 
Convention Center to the center of town 
for a rally on the grounds of a large gov¬ 
ernment building. 

There was a parade banner that 
stretched across the width of the street 
that was to be carried by the officers of 
the World Methodist Council as a state¬ 
ment of our identity and purpose. As one 
of the officers of the Council I was asked 
to assume a post in the front as one of 
the banner bearers. Bishop Bob Fannin, 
currently serving as Interim pastor of 
First United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge was another of those who was to 
carry the banner. At the appointed hour 
the music started, we hoisted the banner 
and we were off down the street. 

As we walked, there were those in the 
crowd who would come to the front and 
ask if they could carry the banner. 
Gradually the initial bearers were step¬ 
ping back a row and letting the local peo¬ 
ple carry the identity of who we were 
and letting them have the joy of leading 
the procession. Slowly but surely, as the 
enthusiasm for being on the front row, 
making their own statements of owner¬ 
ship of this demonstration grew, I began 
to find myself further and further back in 
the crowd until I could no longer see the 
front of the surging mass, but was just 
trailing along in the middle somewhere. 

1 looked over at Bishop Fannin and 
Faye, who were slowly retreating to the 
back alongside me (by now I had totally 
lost Kay!) and said, “This is a beautiful 
parable of the church. In the beginning 
there are those who take the lead and 
start the parade and who carry the instru¬ 
ment of identification and make the 
statement of purpose. But slowly, those 
who are the “rank and file” begin to 
become enthused for the cause, want to 


make their own 
identity known and 
state their own own¬ 
ership of what is 
happening, and they 
step up to the front, 
bear the banner, and 
lead the surging tide. 
In the process, the 
former leaders step 
further and further 
back so that new 
leadership can indeed lead!” 

Over these past few years, we have 
been developing a new vision of what it 
means to be the church for the 21st 
Century. And in this year of General 
Conference that new vision will get 
greater and greater support. Here in 
Louisiana we have been working hard on 
metrics, self-identification of what type 
of church each of our 502 churches 
believe themselves to be, and the dis¬ 
cernment of “what is the mission field” 
of every local church. We stepped into 
this new direction with the Extended 
Cabinet in the lead and carrying the ban¬ 
ner. And we are still visioning and 
dreaming of what it means for us to be a 
vital church, fully alive in 2011 and 
beyond. But I am now seeing many oth¬ 
ers beginning to step to the front of the 
movement and say, “Let us take the ban¬ 
ner in our hands and carry it forward! 

We are beginning to grasp who we are, 
who we want to be, who God is calling 
us to be, and what we need to do to get 
there!” It is a beautiful and encouraging 
movement to the front by our churches 
who are ready to step into leadership of 
the movement. And it feels good on my 
part to begin to take a few steps back 
into the second or third row of the march 
while leaders step forward to lead! 

God is honored by the work you are 
doing throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. The Church is being 
strengthened by your ownership of who 
you are and where you are going. And it 
is beautiful to watch and experience! 

The apostle Paul put it this way to the 
first century church: “In my opinion 
whatever we may have to go through 
now is less than nothing compared with 
the magnificent future God has planned 
for us. The whole creation is on tiptoe to 
see the wonderful sight of the sons (and 
daughters!) of God coming into their 
own.” (Romans 8:18-19, J.B. Phillips) 

What a joy it is to walk with you on 
this journey as you come more and more 
completely into your own! 

In Christ’s love, 




Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Baton Rouge District hosts gala 


The Baton Rouge District will hold a 
Gala Oct. 28 at 6:30 p.m. at Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church. Proceeds from 
the event will benefit the Bob Lay 
Memorial 1000 Club Fund and the 
Daughenbaugh-Mathey Scholarship Fund. 

The event will feature guest speaker Dr. 
David Rowe, president of Centenary 
College. Rev. Freddie Henderson will serve 
as emcee for the evening. Leroy Pero and 
Faye Bames will provide dinner music for 
a delicious meal catered by Rev. Gene 
Rives and the Community Cafe. 

Tickets are $20 each and may be 
obtained from all Baton Rouge District 
pastors and lay leaders of each local 
church. Tickets may also be purchased 
from the District Office or Suzanne Harris, 


chair of the Baton Rouge District 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny Scholarship Fund. 

“We have an exciting evening planned,” 
said Harris. “Laity and clergy from across 
the district will not want to miss this event! 
The gala celebrates the fundraising efforts 
of the local church for these two funds. 
Each church is encouraged to bring the 
funds they have raised.” 

Baton Rouge District Lay Leader Grant 
Shroeck said, “This gala event is a great 
opportunity for fellowship as well as a 
major fundraiser for two very worthy caus¬ 
es. I encourage everyone to come!” 

For more information, contact the Baton 
Rouge District office at (225) 293-8868 or 
Suzanne Harris at (225) 333-2372. 



The Louisiana Conference Order of Elders hosted its annual family Labor Day 
Picnic at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. Mae Anglim, daughter of Rev. Shawn 
Anglim, and Zoe Whitton, daughter of Rev. Brady Whitton, are shown after a fun 
time ‘playing in the mud’ during the picnic. 


In Memoriam 

Rev. John Williams 
Sept. 18, 2011 

Rev. Roland Friedrich 
Sept. 26, 2011 
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The Rev. Winn Green, far right in left photo, assists others unloading UMCOR cleaning kits for distribution by the Baughman Memorial United Methodist Church in 
New Cumberland, Pa. UMNS photos by Dave Neagley. The sight of volunteers loading relief supplies, right, is a common one throughout the United Methodist connec¬ 
tion, especially in Louisiana. The UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. is a key distribution site for relief supplies through United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. 

Relief supplies provided through UMCOR offer doving connection’ 


In 2011, natural disasters — earth¬ 
quakes, tsunamis, tornadoes, floods and 
fires — have dominated world news. In 
response, United Methodists have shared 
faithfully through praying, giving money, 
volunteering — and assembling UMCOR 
relief kits. 

“Our material resource ministry is 
extremely important for two reasons,” said 
the Rev. Tom Hazelwood, who heads disas¬ 
ter response in the United States, the 
Caribbean and Latin America. 

“It provides people who sit in the pew 
an opportunity to use their hands in a tangi¬ 
ble way to respond to disasters and help 
individuals all over the world when they 
cannot personally go and volunteer. They 
are still the hands of Christ that have put 
the kit together.” 

Relief kits also send a message to sur¬ 
vivors of a natural disaster, Hazelwood 
noted. 

“Will a cleaning bucket provide every¬ 
thing that one needs to clean up after a 
flood or a fire?” he asked. “Absolutely not. 
But it will provide some of the basic neces¬ 
sities for cleaning. And it will provide a 
loving connection from the people of The 
United Methodist Church. 

“Our kits (enable) the recipient to 
receive something tangible from The 
United Methodist Church that says we care 
about them and will provide assistance in a 
very practical way.” 

UMCOR relief supplies — bedding, 
birthing, health, layette, school and sewing 
kits and cleaning buckets — help to care 


Many parents and church leaders won¬ 
der how to most effectively cultivate 
durable faith in the lives of young people. 
A five-year project headed by Bama Group 
president David Kinnaman explores the 
opportunities and challenges of faith devel¬ 
opment among teens and young adults 
within a rapidly shifting culture. The find¬ 
ings of the research are included in a new 
book by Kinnaman titled You Lost Me: 

Why Young Christians are Leaving Church 
and Rethinking Church. 

The research project was comprised of 
eight national studies, including interviews 


for the most vulnerable people during 
crises. They also help to sustain everyday 
life by providing necessities to people who 
lack ready access to essential supplies. 

They support UMCOR’s ministry through¬ 
out the world. 

Right now, cleaning buckets (formerly 
called “flood buckets”) top the list of need¬ 
ed supplies in the United States, according 
to Kathy Kraiza, who oversees the 
UMCOR Sager 
Brown depot in 
Baldwin, La. 

We currently 
have approxi¬ 
mately 8,000 
buckets available 
throughout the 
UMCOR relief 
supply network,” 
she said. 

“We can't 
really predict 
what we will 
need in a partic¬ 
ular year or how many we will need for the 
rest of 2011 as we can't predict natural dis¬ 
asters. We continue to remind churches that 
we need to be as prepared as possible to 
respond as (disasters) occur.” 

In Mechanicsburg, Pa., Mission Central 
is busy responding to the effects of hurri¬ 
canes — and the flooding that followed — 
on the U.S. eastern seaboard. The Rev. Rob 
Visscher heads Mission Central, the mis¬ 
sion warehouse of United Methodism’s 
Susquehanna Annual (regional) 


with teenagers, young adults, parents, 
youth pastors, and senior pastors. The study 
of young adults focused on those who were 
regular churchgoers in a Christian church 
during their teen years and explored their 
reasons for disconnection from church life 
after age 15. 

A variety of reasons emerged. Overall, 
the research uncovered six significant 
themes why nearly three out of every five 
young Christians (59%) disconnect either 
permanently or for an extended period of 
time from church life after age 15. 

Reason #1 - Churches seem overpro- 


Conference. Several of the agency’s 23 
hubs were flooded in the recent storms. 

“Disaster response teams are assessing 
(needs) right now,” he said. As of Sept. 12, 
Mission Central had distributed 3,000 
cleaning buckets and was expecting 1,800 
more from Sager Brown. “They will go out 
the door” as soon as they arrive, Visscher 
said. 

Health kits are another popular item in 
the Northeast. 
Mission 
Central had 
60,000 and 
after the hurri¬ 
canes, distrib¬ 
uted 10,000 to 
20 , 000 . 

“We’re using 
a couple thou¬ 
sand in-house 
for localized 
flooding,” he 
added. 

“Since our 

conference has been hit so much,” Visscher 
said, “we try to respond to our conference. 
But we also sent 700 to 800 cleaning buck¬ 
ets to the Adirondacks area of upstate New 
York. 

“We can be that platform where people 
come together to make an impact around 
the world,” he continued, noting that 
Mission Central has also responded to 
human suffering in Sierra Leone and Haiti. 

Kraiza said that as disasters occur, 
UMCOR determines needs and issues the 


tective. 

A few of the defining characteristics of 
today's teens and young adults are their 
unprecedented access to ideas and world¬ 
views as well as their prodigious consump¬ 
tion of popular culture. As Christians, they 
express the desire for their faith in Christ to 
connect to the world they live in. However, 
much of their experience of Christianity 
feels stifling, fear-based and risk-averse. 
One-quarter of 18- to 29-year-olds said 
“Christians demonize everything outside of 
the church” (23% indicated this “complete¬ 
ly” or “mostly” describes their experience). 


call for relief supplies. She said the 
UMCOR relief supply network allows for 
maximum efficiency in responding to dis¬ 
asters. People can deliver or send their 
relief kits to the closest depot location, sav¬ 
ing time and reducing shipping costs. 

In Texas, where wildfires have inflicted 
severe destruction, some churches and 
other groups have assembled “bum buck¬ 
ets,” which contain items specific for 
cleaning up after a fire. Kraiza said 
UMCOR has no immediate plans to add 
bum buckets to its repertoire. 

“Although conferences often devise 
unique ways to respond to local disasters,” 
she explained, “we do not currently have 
plans to expand beyond the current seven 
kits within the UMCOR kit ministry.” 

Every year, Kraiza said, more than 
3,000 volunteers serve at UMCOR Sager 
Brown, 1,500 at UMCOR West in Salt 
Lake City and thousands more at the five 
other member depots of the Relief Supply 
Network. 

“They are all vital contributors to the 
ability of UMCOR to respond when disas¬ 
ter strikes. UMCOR is us, all of us within 
The United Methodist Church, and it takes 
all of us to respond when disaster affects 
any of us in the world." 

To help financially, make checks out to 
your church or the La. Annual Conference, 
mark Advance # 901440 in the memo and 
either drop in the offering plate or mail to 
La. Annual Conference, 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Also visit 
www.umcor.org. 

leave the church 

Other perceptions in this category include 
“church ignoring the problems of the real 
world” (22%) and “my church is too con¬ 
cerned that movies, music, and video 
games are harmful” (18%). 

Reason #2 - Teens’ and twentysome- 
things’ experience of Christianity is shal¬ 
low. 

A second reason that young people 
depart church as young adults is that some¬ 
thing is lacking in their experience of 
church. One-third said “church is boring” 
(31%). 

Young People, page 6 


Six important reasons why young people 15 and older 


To help with kits 

To assemble and donate cleaning 
buckets and other relief kits, go to 
UMCOR's relief site. To support 
this effort through The Advance, 
give to Relief Supplies, UMCOR 
Advance #901440. 
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Bishop Gregory Palmer was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. After serving at churches in both Ohio and 
North Carolina he served as a district superintendent. Bishop Gregory Palmer was elected to the episcopacy in 
July 2000, by the North Central Jurisdictional Conference and was appointed to the Iowa Area. In 2008 he was 
assigned to the Illinois Area. Bishop Palmer has served the church in other ways: Board of Ordained Ministry, 
General Council on Ministries, Senegal Task Force of the General Board of Global Ministries 



Evangelism 


Jerald L. McKie 


Diane is the former Executive Secretary for the Office of Rural 
and Urban Networks, the General Board of Global Ministries. 
She retired in 2009 but has continued to serve as the adminis¬ 
trative consultant for the office. Diane served as a 
Communities of Shalom Senior Program Associate, resourcing 
and training Annual Conferences and designated clusters of 
churches and community residents to develop and implement 
collaborative community programs. 


Jerald serves as an Associate General Secretary for the Mission 
and Evangelism Program Area in the Justice and Discipleship 
Sub-Unit of the General Board of Global Ministries. She has 
served in various capacities at the General Church level for the 
past 34 years. Jerald has oversight for the programs and 
offices: Rural and Urban Networks, Young Adult Mission 
Services, Hispanic & Latino Ministries, Native American & 
Indigenous Ministries, Asian American & Pacific Islanders 
Ministries. 


Ad 


MINISTRATION 


John Wesley Coleman, Jr. 



John, is a freelance journalist, video producer and 
communications consultant who has worked in communica¬ 
tions primarily for The United Methodist Church for more 
than 25 years. Mr. Coleman has provided communications 
leadership for the General Commission on Religion and Race. 
He has developed informative, inspirational and highly 
praised Web sites for GCORR, the Baltimore-Washington 
Conferences and several local churches. Mr. Coleman has 
won top awards for his videos, writing and other 
communications efforts. 


Cheryl is the Director of Black Ministries for the General 
Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church. 
Cheryl is primarily responsible for the development of 
resources, learning opportunities, consultation, data and 
network systems for Black congregations. She works in the 
area of Leadership Ministries for the General Board of 
Discipleship. In addition to her primary tasks she provides 
leadership in annual, jurisdictional and national training 
events across the United States. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER GO TO WWW.LA-UMC.ORG 
AND CLICK ON “L.E.A.D.” 


Noel UMC sponsors Greater Gift Market Oct. 22 


First UMC - 
Shreveport 

Individuals involved in the youth pro¬ 
gram at First United Methodist Church, 
Shreveport in the ‘70’s are having a 
reunion Oct. 15. Various youth ministers 
from that time period—Dave Stone, Benny 
Vaughan, Sam Morris, Betsy Bingham 
Eaves and Lee McKinzie—will be in 
attendance. 

The agenda will include activities remi¬ 
niscent of the ‘70’s youth program, includ¬ 
ing Morning Watch, Soul Picnic, Coffee 
House, Cheerful Giver/Upward Bound 
concert, Reach Out Service, and The 
Happening. Jim Moore, who was the co¬ 
pastor during those days, will speak during 
Morning Watch. 

To find out more about the events of the 
reunion weekend, call (318) 424-7771 or 
visit www.fiimcshreveport.org 

Shreveport churches 
hold Methodist Madness 

Methodist Madness, sponsored by nine 
local churches in the Shreveport District, is 
slated for Oct. 30 from 4-7 p.m. 

The free, family-oriented fall festival 
held at the upper level of Festival Plaza in 
Shreveport attracts more than 2,000 visi¬ 
tors each year. There will be free food, 
children's games, bounce houses, live 
music, and much more! There will be 
numerous tents for children to visit to get 
candy. All are encouraged to dress in “non- 
scary” costumes, if desired. Security will 
be provided as well as EMS representa¬ 
tives on site. Participating churches include 
Christ, First, Grace Community, Lakeview, 
and St. Luke’s UMCs in Shreveport; 
Asbury UMC in Bossier City; Mangham 
UMC and Benton UMC. Also sponsoring 
is the Noel Community Arts Program. 



I 

St. Mark UMC - 


Opelousas 

St. Mark United Methodist Church, 
Opelousas celebrated its 144th anniversary 
with three days of activities Sept. 16-18. A 
Friday night three-hour concert featured 
choirs from churches across the Acadiana 
District. On Saturday, members and friends 
enjoyed a family fun day of outdoor activi¬ 
ties, and a special service was held on 
Sunday. 

Rev. Darlene A. Moore, pastor, intro¬ 
duced the congregation to Rev. James F. 
Haynes, retired United Methodist clergy 
who played a key role in the restoration of 
three major churches in the New Orleans 
area that were damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina. Haynes spoke using the theme, 
“Celebrating in the House Not Made By 
Hands.” (2Corinthians 5:1) 


Noel Memorial United Methodist 
Church will hold its Greater Gift Market on 
Saturday, Oct. 22 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in 
the church’s Worship Center. The market 
provides shoppers an opportunity to get a 
head start on the holiday season and to buy 
gifts that help support sustainable, fair¬ 
trade markets both in our state and around 
the world. 


Noel’s Worship Center will be trans¬ 
formed into a “one-stop gift shop” featur¬ 
ing a variety of fair trade merchandise. 
These artisans have been paid a fair price 
to produce their goods, and each purchase 
helps them to become more self-sufficient. 
The market will feature a large selection of 
high-quality jewelry, purses, needlework, 
bath and body items, toys, holiday orna¬ 


ments and other handcrafts. Shoppers will 
also find coffee and tea from SERRV, 
Mayan Hands, Fair Trade Network, Centro 
Santa Cantalina and Heifer Project. In addi¬ 
tion, there will be art and jewelry available 
from local artists and alternative gift items 
from the church’s Food Pantry. 

For more information contact the church 
office at (318) 221-5207. 
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First UMC - Hammond 



The worship services for First United Methodist Church in Hammond on Sept. 11 
featured the above specially designed altar remembering the tragedies of 9-11 
just 10 years ago. Components of the altar were a fireman’s helmet, a peace ban¬ 
ner, caution tape, memorial flowers and an American flag. The altar was designed 
by Mary Jo Greaves and Mary Thomas. 


Scout troop featured in Boy’s Life 




Boy Scout Troop 75, chartered to First 
United Methodist Church in Leesville, and 
one of its ongoing projects was featured in 
the September 2011 issue of Boy’s Life 
Magazine. The magazine, with a national 
circulation, is the principal publication of 
the Boy Scouts of America. Six members 
of the troop have completed Eagle service 
projects and have continued to maintain an 
area in the city known as Liberty 
Gardens. The Boy’s Life article notes that 


the park area is an outgrowth of a Keep 
America Beautiful proposal after 9-11. The 
project was featured in the magazine in 
commemoration of the tenth anniversary of 
the tragedy. The photographer from Boy’s 
Life is shown taking a photo of Matthew 
Smith, which was featured with the article. 
Smith is installing electrical outlets around 
the gardens and on the areas three decks. 
Tony Tillman, Scoutmaster, is shown with 
Eagle Scouts. 



The youth center for First United Methodist Church in Pineville was destroyed 
when fire engulfed it around 5 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 14. Pineville Fire Chief 
Eddie LaBorde said firefighters’ main concern was to keep the fire away from the 
rest of the church. The Youth Center was located a short distance from the 
church’s Family Life Center, which suffered heat damage to its windows from the 
blaze, according to a report by the Alexandria Town Talk. “It took about 35 to 45 
minutes to bring the fire under control,” LaBorde was quoted as saying. “The 
investigation is showing that the fire started around the building’s meter pan; it 
was an electrical fire. We had six engine companies and one ladder company at 
the scene.” Rev. Ricky Willis, pastor of First UMC, said, “We are now waiting on 
the insurance company. We have a $2,500 deductible to pay (for repairs to the 
Family Life Center). We don’t know if the (Youth Center) was under insurance 
because it was an exterior building that was moved into the property.” 
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Pastor of Virginia church describes steps to becoming 


BY REV. TOM BERLIN* 

The “missional DNA” of Floris United 
Methodist Church has been one of the keys 
to our growth and vitality. Fruitfulness in 
mission has had a dramatic impact on 
everything from worship attendance to 
stewardship. I am convinced that vigorous 
mission engagement is one of the key syn¬ 
ergies that drives vitality in congregations 
of all sizes. What steps can a congregation 
take to be a “missional church?” 

Prepare spiritually. 

A passion for mission is the fruit of spir¬ 
itual conversion. Only transfonned people 
can transform the world. So a congrega¬ 
tion’s missional imagination must be holis¬ 
tically grounded in, and meaningfully con¬ 
nected to, its theological self-understanding 
and worship life. Pastors and key leaders 
must have their hearts broken for the needs 
of the poor so that they will engage in min¬ 
istries of mercy and justice. Disciplines that 
assist in this preparation include searching 
scripture, praying, maintaining silence, 
connecting with the missional history of 
your church or denomination, and driving 
through the community and asking, “What 
does God want us to notice?” 

Assess needs. 

Doing “just anything” does not always 
amount to “doing good.” To give credibili¬ 
ty to their mission efforts, congregations 
must first identify strategic issues. Church 
leaders must discern where needs and mis¬ 
sional opportunities lie, using census data, 


community profiles, fonnal studies by gov¬ 
ernmental agencies and non-profits, and 
“the word on the street.” Floris formed a 
strategic partnership with Flutchinson 
Elementary School after someone from the 
Department of Social Services showed us a 
map displaying statistics on income, crime 
levels, ethnicity, and languages. She point¬ 
ed to the school and said, “If you really 
want to do something that will bless chil¬ 
dren in your community, go here and see 
what they need.” The school had the high¬ 
est free and reduced lunch population of 
any in our immediate region. But sadly, 
until she pointed out Hutchinson on the 
map, I did not even know the school exist¬ 
ed, although it is only about two miles 
from our church. 

Plan strategically. 

Mission takes a lot of planning, no mat¬ 
ter the size of your church. Once the objec¬ 
tive is defined, the church has to consider 
many factors in order to be fruitful: every¬ 
thing from volunteer enrollment, space and 
materials, funding, ongoing management, 
training of volunteers, recruitment and 
replacement of volunteers. For this plan¬ 
ning to be strategic, the church must also 
define the indicators of success and consid¬ 
er what the life-span of the ministry will 
be. 

Cast a compelling vision. 

The mission horizon of many churches 
is defined by a collection of pet projects, 
each backed by a small constituency. 


A larger view is possible only when lay 
and clergy leaders can articulate a shared, 
scripturally informed understanding of 
what the church is called to do. There is no 
limit to what a group of people can do 
when they are captured by a vision of what 
the church, led by the Holy Spirit, can 
accomplish. Floris started a children’s 
home and hospital in Sierra Leone, Africa, 
after a pastor from that country in 1999 
cast the first vision of blessing children 
impacted by the war. The energy that sus¬ 
tains these ministries is created when the 
vision is recast year after year. 

Create partnerships. 

Floris rarely creates its own programs in 
the community. We prefer to work with 
other organizations that have structures 
already in place to which we can add 
human and financial resources. Established 
denominational churches often have a 
unique opportunity because they are seen 
as trusted partners within the religious 
community. 

Communicate. 

Once the vision is clear, it must be com¬ 
municated in such a way that the majority 
of church members want to participate. It is 
not enough to write it. You must say it, 
over and over again, through multiple com¬ 
munication channels and as a part of wor¬ 
ship services. When members travel to 
Sierra 

Leone, for example, the vision is cast 
through pictures, blogs and even by 


more ‘missional’ 

Skyping the children into a worship serv¬ 
ice. The more the ministry develops, the 
easier it is to tell the story. However, as 
time goes by, it is more necessary to 
refresh the vision regularly as yesterday’s 
exciting project becomes today’s same old 
thing. Frequent communication serves to 
remind the church of its missional DNA. 
Secure funding. 

Money is a key determinant of the 
scope and impact of mission. The simple 
truth is that when money is in place, you 
can do things. When it is not present, you 
can’t. So churches must address the issue 
of mission funding head on. We must invite 
people and businesses in our community to 
join us in supporting good work so that 
unsustainable burdens are not placed on the 
church budget. I have become more confi¬ 
dent and forthright in addressing the rela¬ 
tionship between money and mission. And 
as a result, more church members partici¬ 
pate in transformative ministry that blesses 
many, many others. They are also willing 
to invite their friends who may not attend 
any church to join them in supporting the 
good work our church is doing in the com¬ 
munity and world. 

*Tom Berlin (tberlin@florisumc.org) is lead 
pastor of Floris United Methodist Church 
in Herndon, Virginia, and coauthor with 
Lovett H. Weems, Jr., of 
Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results 
(Abingdon Press, 2011). 


Young People, from page 3 

One-quarter of these young adults said 
that “faith is not relevant to my career or 
interests” (24%) or that “the Bible is not 
taught clearly or often enough” (23%). 

Reason #3 - Churches come across as 
antagonistic to science. 

The most common of the perceptions 
in this arena is “Christians are too confi¬ 
dent they know all the answers” (35%). 
Three out of ten young adults with a 
Christian background feel that “churches 
are out of step with the scientific world we 
live in” (29%). 

Reason #4 - Young Christians’ church 
experiences related to sexuality are often 


simplistic, judgmental. 

With unfettered access to digital 
pornography and immersed in a culture 
that values hyper-sexuality over whole¬ 
ness, teen and twentysometing Christians 
are struggling with how to live meaningful 
lives in terms of sex and sexuality. One of 
the significant tensions for many young 
believers is how to live up to the church's 
expectations of chastity and sexual purity 
in this culture, especially as the age of first 
marriage is now commonly delayed to the 
late twenties. Research indicates that most 
young Christians are as sexually active as 
their non-Christian peers, even though 
they are more conservative in their atti¬ 
tudes about sexuality. One-sixth of young 


Christians (17%) said they “have made 
mistakes and feel judged in church 
because of them.” 

Reason #5 - They wrestle with the 
exclusive nature of Christianity. 

Today’s youth and young adults are the 
most eclectic generation in American his¬ 
tory in terms of race, ethnicity, sexuality, 
religion, technological tools and sources 
of authority. Most young adults want to 
find areas of common ground with each 
other, sometimes even if that means gloss¬ 
ing over real differences. 

Reason #6 - The church feels 
unfriendly to those who doubt. 

Young adults do not feel safe admitting 
that sometimes Christianity does not make 


sense. Some of the perceptions in this 
regard include not being able “to ask my 
most pressing life questions in church” 
(36%) and having “significant intellectual 
doubts about my faith” (23%). Most 
churches work best for ‘traditional’ young 
adults - those whose life journeys and life 
questions are normal and conventional. 
But most young adults no longer follow 
the typical path of leaving home, getting 
an education, finding a job, getting mar¬ 
ried and having kids—all before the age 
of 30. These life events are being delayed, 
reordered, and sometimes pushed com¬ 
pletely off the radar among today’s young 
adults. 


First UMC, BR hosts free health fair 


10-fold, from page 1 

On Oct. 17, the eighth day of the 10- 
Fold initiative, the Louisiana Annual 
Conference and the Mississippi Annual 
Conference will be featured in a video pro¬ 
moting UMCOR’s involvement in U. S. 
Disaster Response. Through local partners 
like our conference, UMCOR works to set 
up long-term response to disasters. Case 
managers advocate for survivors, walking 
them through the complicated maze of 
insurance and FEMA applications, and 
connecting with Volunteer in Mission 
teams to obtain recovery assistance. 

The 10-Fold electronic mission event 
launched on October 10, 2010 (10/10/10), 
and lasted for 10 days. Each day, visitors to 
the www.10-Fold.org website saw a new 
theme that related to a United Methodist 
mission opportunity around the world. The 


website used, and continues to use, current 
technology, including Skype, streaming 
videos, online chats, and downloadable 
podcasts. On October 10, 2011, a 10-day 
intensive effort will commence. 

Log on daily to www.10-fold.org, Oct. 
10-19, to explore each day’s featured proj¬ 
ect. See live webcasts and videos, read 
powerful stories, and learn ways YOU can 
join the effort. Plus, when you click to BE 
COUNTED, our sponsors will give $1 to 
the day’s initiative—just because you visit¬ 
ed! 

Please share 10-Fold with your con¬ 
stituents and use its resources to engage 
them in this online event. Mission never 
stops, so please spread the word and visit 
www.10-fold.org. 

Text "lOFold" to 30644 to get the most 
current 10-Fold event information on your 
cell phone. 


It’s fall, the weather is cooler, and it’s 
also time to take care of yourself and oth¬ 
ers! 

First United Methodist Church of Baton 
Rouge is inviting you to participate in its 
annual health fair. The health fair will be 
held Wednesday, Oct. 12 from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon in the church’s new Conference 
Center. 

The theme for this event, sponsored by 
the church’s Health Ministry, is “Walk the 
Red Carpet to Good Health.” 

Participants can receive various health 
screenings, including blood pressure, cho¬ 
lesterol, glucose, EKG, hearing, vision, flu 
shots and more. All screenings are free. 

There is a cost of $25 for seasonal flu 
shots. Participants should bring an ID and 


all insurance cards. There is no charge for 
Medicare Part B members or Medicare 
Advantage Programs (ie. Sterling, Peoples’ 
Health, Tricare for Life) Please note that 
Humana Gold Plus HMO and some other 
HMOs require that you see your own 
physician at no charge. 

Also featured will be healing touch, oral 
cancer checks, vascular screenings, door 
prizes, and refreshments. A gumbo lunch 
can be purchased for $6. Please call (225) 
383-4777 for lunch reservations. 

Mark your calendar and take care of 
your health! Remember, “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” so don’t “Cast Away” the chance to 
take care of yourself You are the STAR! 
Show some “True Grit,” bring your friends 
and “walk the red carpet” to good health! 
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Nine Louisiana Conference churches recently celebrated the completion of a two-year Town & Country Ministry Academy sponsored by the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana and the Conference Office of Church Extension and Transformation. The Academy is designed to strengthen community service and evan¬ 
gelism in small United Methodist congregations. Participants in the Academy were pictured left at one of four sessions held during a two-year period. During the ses¬ 
sions, teams from participating churches gathered to hear speakers and work on strategic planning. Members of Sweetlake UMC, a graduate of the Academy, are pic¬ 
tured with the pastor, Rev. James Moore, and Eloise Cox, conference consultant to Sweetlake UMC, both far right. 


Town & Country, from page 1 

The Academy, which began in January 
of 2010, met a total of four times through¬ 
out the two-year period. During each of the 
four sessions, teams from participating 
churches gathered to hear speakers known 
for their skill as practitioners. “We wanted 
every aspect of the Academy to fill a prac¬ 
tical need. This was not about having theo¬ 
retical discussions,” said Rev. Stephens. 

Speakers included Julia Wallace, a 
nationally known small church specialist; 
Rev. Kevass Harding, pastor of a small 
Wichita, Kansas congregation that has 
grown to an average of 400 in worship; and 
Dr. Bob Crossman, director of Evangelism 
and Church Growth for the Arkansas 
Conference. 

Each church had certain ministry tasks 


to complete between sessions. They were 
asked to assess the spiritual gifts of their 
congregations. “We asked them to operate 
from an assets-based situation, rather than a 
needs-based situation. The churches were 
instructed to focus on community service 
and evangelism, and were expected to 
involve at least two-thirds of the congrega¬ 
tion in hands-on ministry within their com¬ 
munity,” said Rev. Stephens. “By seeing 
and touching the need of their respective 
communities, the churches developed a 
deeper understanding of their mission field. 
They were able to put flesh and bones to 
their demographic and to see, first-hand, 
works of mercy as a Wesleyan concept.” 

Each group identified a specific target 
audience to reach for Christ, then devel¬ 
oped a follow-up event to keep the interest 
of the group. The Academy emphasized 


techniques for keeping people involved. 

The importance of strategic planning and 
intentional disciple events was lifted up. 

All of this planning and hard work is 
beginning to pay off for the churches 
which have participated in the Town and 
Country program. 

“One of the highlights that has occurred 
has been our increased membership,” wrote 
Rev. Chris Fryou, pastor of Waldheim 
UMC. 

“We started a contemporary service and 
are attracting more young families and 
children. We also started offering a nursery, 
which we believe has contributed to this 
increase.” Rev. Stephens added that 
Waldheim’s average attendance has risen 
from 50 to 140. 

Rev. Stephens believes that the 
Academy had three important elements that 


make it unique: continuous learning in a 
community, very effective coaching, and a 
very clear accountability structure. 

“Conference Transformation 
Consultants Renee Evans, Richard Stiltner 
and Eloise Cox worked closely with each 
church in a coaching capacity. And each 
church designed their own ministry, put it 
into place and evaluated it,” said Rev. 
Stephens. As a special incentive, each 
church that completed the Academy 
received a $2,500 ministry grant to be used 
toward community service or evangelism. 

For more information about the Town & 
Country Academy, contact Steve Stephens 
at (225) 346-1646. 


Woodlawn UMC - West Monroe 



Woodlawn United Methodist Church participated in a community outreach activi¬ 
ty to celebrate the beginning of the school year. Church members baked enough 
cookies to fill 75 cookie bags with a baker’s dozen of a variety of cookies. The 
bags, which also contained a pen for each teacher, were handed out at 
Woodlawn Elementary in West Monroe. Woodlawn UMC is located on Hwy. 34 in 
Southern Ouachita Parish. Rev. Stuart Sherman serves as pastor. 



Justiss UMC - Nolley Memorial UMC 


Summer fun was enjoyed by close to 100 adults and kids at Justiss Memorial 
United Methodist Church at a “Meet the Pastors” event jointly sponsored by 
Justiss UMC in Trout and Nolley Memorial UMC in Jena. New pastor Rev. Daniel 
Hixon serves Nolley as senior pastor and Rev. Amanda Carpenter is the new 
associate at Nolley. The two lead worship on a rotational basis at Justiss UMC, 
Belah UMC and Eden UMC, the three churches which, along with Nolley, form a 
four-church charge. Also in attendance at the event was Aaron Carpenter, newly- 
appointed pastor at Olla UMC and Urania UMC, and husband of Amanda. 
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More than 600 youth conference-wide participate in Youth Ignite! 


Youth Ignite!, a conference-spon¬ 
sored event for youth, recently provided 
days of fun and spiritual inspiration to 
hundreds of young people throughout 
the state. 

Replacing Fall Convo, this year’s 
event was held in two separate locations 
to better reach the northern and southern 
parts of the Louisiana Conference. 

Youth Ignite!, held Aug. 20 at Splash 
Kingdom in Shreveport, attracted 176 
youth and adults for this day of fun. 
Worship was led by the band Pedal Foot 
and Rev. Chris McLain was the featured 
speaker. 

Camp Istrouma was the site for the 
second event held Aug. 27. There were 
426 youth and adults in attendance. 
Worship was led by the LSU Wesley 
Band and the speaker was Rev. Katie 
McKay Simpson. 

The events were coordinated through 
the Conference Office of Youth 
Ministries with the leadership of the 
CCYM. 




Newellton UMC 


assists the poor 

The children’s Sunday school of 
Newellton Union UMC has earned over 
$1,600 for World Vision. 

The money supports a project known as 
the “chicken fund,” which provides ani¬ 
mals for impoverished families. 

The children also built picnic tables 
under the direction of Doug Sloan. The 
tables were auctioned and the proceeds 
were added to the World Vision dollars. 
Two of the children who participated in the 
project were Jake and Sarah Jane Deal. 


Youth & Children’s Summit 
St. Mark United Methodist 
Church 

Saturday, Oct. 15 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Children and youth from fourth grade 
through college are invited to attend. 
Experience dynamic worship, youth 
and children’s talent, sessions on bul¬ 
lying, social networking and youth/par- 
ent forums. 

Call Rev. Arnold Brown at 
(225) 205- 3793. 


Year End Gifts 

The Year is Almost Over 


If you haven’t reached your charitable goals yet 
this year, we can help. 

Request or download our end of year gifts 
brochure and learn the many ways to make a gift 
to your United Methodist Church without dipping 
into savings. 

Best of all, you will be supporting 
the ministries you love while 
enjoying tax benefits on this 
year’s return and well into 
the future. 
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Save the date! 

Conference-wide 
5K Run/Mile Walk 

April 21, 2012 

Benefiting 
Imagine No Malaria 



Russians / 3 



Roberts UMC / 4 



Douglas UMC / 5 
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Conference sets April 21, 2012 for 5K/Mile walks 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K 
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with 
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held 


May 14 of this year, all of our local church¬ 
es are encouraged to participate in this very 
special event. 

The Conference Global Health Initiative 
Task Force is preparing for the “Imagine 
No Malaria 5K/Walks” and plans on facili¬ 
tating separate runs in strategic locations 


throughout the state of Louisiana on April 
21. Race directors are being recruited for 
each of the runs. These volunteers will be 
United Methodists from our local churches 
who are also members of local certified 

See 5K, page 6 


Latino Ministry 



Twice-weekly English classes at First Grace United Methodist Church in New Orleans are part of the educational min¬ 
istry nurtured through the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministries. UMNS photo courtesy of the Rev. Oscar 
Ramos-Gallardo 

Methodists serve growing Latino ministry in New Orleans 


A UMNS COMMENTARY 
BY OSCAR RAMOS GALLARDO 

A crying woman, whose husband beat 
and humiliated her constantly, asked me, 
“Pastor, how can the power of God 
change my present reality? I don’t under¬ 
stand when you tell me that with God, 
the best is yet to come and that we have 
begun to taste it in the present.” 

I asked her if she could see herself 
happy and without fear. “No,” she said, 
but I began seeing in her face the deter¬ 
mination of someone who understands 


that God created her to be happy, free 
and without fear. It has been a year since 
that conversation, and it is now difficult 
to remember the terror and bitterness in 
her face. 

Christ gave her strength and energy to 
leave her abuser — who did not want to 
know anything about Christ — and to 
study and reinvent herself. 

It is not easy to minister to the 
Hispanic community in New Orleans. Six 
years after Katrina, the original popula¬ 
tion in the city continues to be absent. 


There still are devastated areas. 

There is also a growing Hispanic pop¬ 
ulation, depressed, uneducated and with 
acute social, economic and spiritual 
needs. 

Hispanics face personal struggles that 
you will find across ethnic and class 
lines, such as domestic abuse. 

However, we also face unique chal¬ 
lenges. The crime against our community 
is rampant and made worse because of 
the corruption of a number of local 

See Latino Ministry, page i 
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Conference gatherings of self-identified 
groups assist Conference churches 


Bishop Hutchison and the Extended 
Cabinet itinerated the Districts in the fall 
of 2010 to discuss our ministry together 
as an Annual Conference. One of the 
focal points of those sessions was to 
introduce four types of congregations; 

On the Move, Faithful and Strong, 
Rekindling the Vision, and Passing the 
Man tle. Each local church was asked to 
self-identify the description that best suit¬ 
ed them. It has been reported that the 
local church conversations leading to the 
selection were a meaningful experience. 
The ministry of this past year in local 
churches, and the experiences of the 
2011 Charge Conferences have been 
informed and enriched by these models 
of church identification. 

A series of gatherings is being offered 
to churches identified in each of the four 
areas. These gatherings are designed to 
provide further information and conver¬ 
sation in the individual groupings. Each 
group will be invited to participate in a 
day-long conversation with a noted 
leader in the greater church community. 

A resource book will be recommended 
for reading prior to the event as a way of 
sharing models for discussion and con¬ 
sideration. Key questions will be 
designed to offer additional follow-up 
conversation to the congregations after 
the gatherings. 

The sessions are as follows: 

Passing the Mantle Churches 

December 3, 2011 

First United Methodist Church in 

Pineville 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

The resource leader will be Rev. 
Stephen Gray, a Senior Consultant with 
New Church Specialties, a company that 
trains coaches and assists pastors world¬ 
wide to Start, ReStart and ReFocus their 
churches. He is the co-author of the 
resource book, Legacy Churches. In 
addition, resource persons from our 
Conference will be guide discussions 
related to the process identified in the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline and 
in regard to the financial considerations. 
Up to five persons from these congrega¬ 
tions are invited to attend this session. 
Other persons are also invited to attend if 


they are interested in 
learning about 
Passing the Mantle 
as a consideration. 
Churches who par¬ 
ticipate are invited to 
leam about this 
option without mak¬ 
ing a decision at that 
time. 

The District 
Superintendent will 
assist in ongoing conversations. 

Faithful and Strong Churches and 
Rekindling the Vision Churches 
March 3, 2012 
RiverCenter in 
Alexandria 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Dr. Lovett Weems will lead this gath¬ 
ering and conversation. Dr. Weems is 
Distinguished Professor of Church 
Leadership and Director of the Lewis 
Center for Church Leadership at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. He is well known for his work 
with research in congregational vitality 
and leadership. He is the co-author of 
Bearing Fruit , the resource book that 
will be used in this session. Once again, 
these self-identified churches will be 
invited to bring up to five people (includ¬ 
ing the pastor) to this session. The table 
conversation groups will be divided as 
either Faithful and Strong or Rekindling 
the Vision. 

On the Move Churches 

February 11, 2012 
The plans for this gathering are still 
being finalized. The On the Move 
Congregations will soon be informed of 
the specific details of this conversation. 
We are asking that these churches hold 
this date on their calendars. 

Letters of invitation will be sent to 
each pastor and lay leader in the church¬ 
es who identified themselves as one of 
the four types of congregations. On-line 
registration will be done through the 
Conference office. Information regarding 
registration will be publicized in the near 
future. The cost of registration will 
include the resource book and a light 
lunch. 



Rev. Don Cottrill 


In Memoriam 

Lenora Collins 
October 6, 2011 

Billie Smith 
October 7, 2011 

Rev. John Lee 
October 13, 2011 


Innovative leadership project helps create 
vital United Methodist congregations 


Conference, district and congregational 
leaders seeking to respond to Council of 
Bishops’ Call to Action to create vital con¬ 
gregations can find invaluable help from a 
leadership development process for local 
church leaders developed by the General 
Board of Discipleship (GBOD). 

Next month, the Tennessee Annual 
Conference will become the first confer¬ 
ence to adopt GBOD’s Innovative 
Leadership Project (ILP), which is 
designed to help congregations that are 
looking for ways to become vital, to stay 
vital or to increase vitality. 

“The ILP is a breath of fresh air as it 
charts a course for equipping and empow¬ 
ering congregations to expand and revital¬ 
ize ministries,” said Bettye P. Lewis, 
Director of Connectional Ministries for the 
Tennessee Conference. “It provides a holis¬ 
tic approach for developing growth strate¬ 
gies related to one's community context. 

“Designed for local church teams of 
both clergy and laity, the project explores 
spiritual/theological foundations, enhances 
leadership development and designs a dis¬ 
cipleship system for church vitality,” she 
said. 

Developed by Craig Kennet Miller, 
Director of Pastoral Leadership at GBOD, 
ILP is available to any group of churches, 
or even a single church. A new round of 
training will launch on Nov. 5, but ILP is 
also designed so participating churches can 
set their own schedule for the seven-month 
training period. 

“Part of the idea of the Innovative 
Leadership Project is that you participate in 
four seminars over the course training peri¬ 
od with your church team, and you do that 
with other churches,” Miller said. “The 
Tennessee Conference is developing a 
strategy to invite churches to participate in 
the Innovative Leadership Project and to 
provide the seminars for the churches that 
will be participating. They see this as way 
for their conference to respond to the Call 
to Action.” 

ILP helps leaders look at the whole sys¬ 
tem of the congregation and how it con¬ 


nects to its members and to the people who 
live in the community where the church is 
located. The project is designed for church¬ 
es in a group (district, cluster or city) to 
gather for the seminars and leam together. 
Between the seminars, church teams and 
individuals work on various assignments 
with the goal of developing and improving 
various ministry areas in the congregation. 

Each ILP team of 5-10 people should 
include the lead pastor, staff related to the 
overall program of the church and key laity 
who have influence in the congregation. 
During the course of the training, team 
members will: 

• Leam how to start new ministries in 
their congregations and evaluate current 
ministries 

• Build knowledge and develop strate¬ 
gies around the Call to Action Drivers of 
Change related to creating vital congrega¬ 
tions 

• Leam to use an assessment tool that 
enables their church to develop a plan for 
its future 

With each church’s $300 registration, all 
materials needed for the Innovative 
Leadership Project are provided in a kit, 
including 10 Innovative Leadership 
Guidebooks, a USB flash drive with the 
presentation material for the four 
Innovative Leadership Seminars and tools 
that can be reproduced for church leaders. 
In addition, three GodFilms videos which 
are used in the seminars are also included. 

Webinars are available throughout the 
year from GBOD to train people to lead 
the seminars. For a complete overview of 
the program, go online to 
http://churchleaderUMC.com or contact 
Miller at cmiller@gbod.org. 

GBOD’s mission is to support annual 
conference and local church leaders for 
their task of equipping world-changing dis¬ 
ciples. An agency of The United Methodist 
Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand 
Ave. in Nashville, Term. Visit 
www.gbod.org for more information or call 
the Communications Office at (877) 899- 
2780, Ext. 1726. 
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Thomas Kemper, top executive of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, speaks during an Oct. 11 service where 10 new missionaries were commissioned. 
The service took place at First United Methodist Church in Flushing, a Korean-American congregation in the Queens borough of New York City. Bishop Hans Vaxby 
(back, right), who leads conferences in Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, preaches during an Oct. 11 commissioning service for new missionaries of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries in New York. Vaxby urged the group to ‘do what it takes’ to be faithful to their calling. UMNS photos by Cassandra Zampini. 


Board of Global 

When the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries started work in Russia 20 
years ago, the primary goal was to deliver 
food to the Moscow area. 

But a changing political climate also led 
to the opportunity to re-establish 
Methodism in the former Soviet Union, 
and the agency wasn’t the only denomina¬ 
tional entity interested in church growth in 
the region. 

Under the board’s sponsorship, the 
Russia Initiative, which also includes the 
Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus, has created 
a thriving partnership among the denomi¬ 
nation’s annual (regional) conferences, con¬ 
gregations and institutions. 

Now, as the Board of Global Ministries 
continues to redefine its role as the denomi¬ 
nation’s mission leader and a 21 st century 


Ministries looks 

missionary-sending agency, the Russia 
Initiative provides one possible “roadmap” 
to change, says Thomas Kemper, the 
board’s top executive. 

The initiative’s model of retaining cul¬ 
tural identification and fostering financial 
self-reliance should be studied, Kemper 
told directors during his report at the 
board’s Oct. 10-12 annual meeting. 

How to engage effectively in global 
mission is a constant topic of discussion by 
both the Board of Global Ministries and the 
denomination at large. Most of the 10 new 
missionaries commissioned during this 
week’s meeting will engage in new or 
expanding mission activities, Kemper said. 

A new strategic plan for mission focuses 
on everything from streamlining the 
agency’s operations to tailoring missionary 


ahead to future 

placements to reflect new global realities to 
expanding mission partnerships. 

Such partnerships even include other 
mission agencies that might have been con¬ 
sidered competitors in the past. To illustrate 
that point, Kemper invited the Rev. Dick 
McLain, president of The Mission Society, 
to preach during the board’s Oct. 11 wor¬ 
ship service. 

Incorporated in 1984 as the Mission 
Society for United Methodists, the organi¬ 
zation set itself up as a secondary agency to 
send missionaries outside the United States. 
Kemper acknowledged the tense relations 
between the two organizations in the past. 

“We are trying to lay aside animosities 
from 20, 30 years ago, recognizing that the 
society ... proceeds in its work as a general 
missionary-sending organization, but not 


mission trends 

one constituted or operated in opposition to 
the General Board of Global Ministries,” 
Kemper told directors. 

In fact, both Kemper, a member of the 
Germany Annual Conference with exten¬ 
sive mission experience, and McLain, who 
first joined The Mission Society in 1986 as 
its first director of missionary personnel, 
spoke of the friendship that has developed 
between them over the last 18 months. 

Cooperation can benefit both agencies, 
Kemper said. “We know that openness 
between the two agencies helps both to 
deal with real issues that arise in mission 
areas where we each have personnel or 
may plan to have personnel,” he explained. 

In his sermon, McLain offered board 
directors and staff a welcome from the 
See Looking Ahead, page 7 


United Methodists from Russia volunteer with construction projects 


Ten volunteers from Russia arrived in 
Louisiana on Oct. 6 to help with United 
Methodist construction projects in Baton 
Rouge, Slidell, and New Orleans. 

The Russian delegation, consisting of 
seven men and three women, worked on 
the Baton Rouge District Habitat build on 
Oct. 8 with volunteers from area United 
Methodist churches. Then from Oct. 10- 
15, they worked through the Epworth 
Center in Slidell with rebuilds on homes 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

While in Baton Rouge, the group was 
housed by members of First United 
Methodist Church. Supporters of the 
Epworth Center, a United Methodist 
based disaster response ministry, provided 
lodging for the team while they were in 
Slidell 

Evgeny Belozertsev, leader of the 
Russian contingent, has served as facilita¬ 
tor for all United Methodist mission 
teams from the United States since the 
early 1990s. In an effort to “give back” to 
the Americans who have so faithfully 
helped the Russian church, Belozertsey 
began bringing Russian teams to the 
United States in 2009. So far, he has led 
teams to Texas, West Virginia, and now, 


Louisiana. 

Every year for 20 years, Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission has sent one or two 
teams to provide help to First United 
Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, 

Russia. Evgeny’s organization, Volunteer 
21st Century in Moscow, supplies an offi¬ 
cial letter of invitation to each group 
member, an essential step in obtaining a 
visa to visit Russia. He also supplies 
guides and transportation around 
Moscow, securing reservations for hotel 
rooms and for train or plane travel inside 
Russia. 

Evgeny came to the United States for 
the first time in 1991 as a guest of Habitat 
for Humanity, volunteering in a home- 
building project in Washington State. The 
ideas of nonprofit organizations and vol- 
unteerism were virtually unknown in the 
old Soviet Union. Inspired by what he 
saw, Evgeny began to promote those con¬ 
cepts among his Russian contact. 
“Bringing a team to Louisiana fulfills his 
long-time dream of building a true part¬ 
nership with American volunteers,” wrote 
Monica Bradsher, a member of First 
UMC in Baton Rouge. 



Habitat 

the tuture home of the 

WALKER 
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Roberts UMC - Denham Springs 



Roberts United Methodist Church in 
Denham Springs went all out in cele¬ 
bration of a 117-year history on their 
Founders Day, Aug. 27. In a reenact¬ 
ment of the days when Plainview 
School became Plainview Episcopal 
Methodist Church on Sundays, 
Professor Michael Harrell oversees 
the schoolwork of his student, Trey 
Keller. At top, the Roberts UMC litur¬ 
gical dance team includes (front) 
Lakia Scott, (back, from left) Talaysia 
Posey, Tamyra Posey, Keaira Gross 
and Melanie Key. Roberts UMC pas¬ 
tor, Rev. Deborah Williams, intro¬ 
duced guest speaker Rev. Davis 
Clark, pastor of Jordan UMC in Baton 
Rouge. Following his sermon, she 
gave the benediction dismissing the 
congregation to a reception in the 
Fellowship Hall. Roberts is the first 
African American and the oldest 
church in Denham Springs, 

Louisiana. It was established in 1894 
in a log cabin that was also used as a 
school. 
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Downsville UMC 


As part of the church’s efforts during 
the recent conference-sponsored Town & 
Country Academy, Downsville United 
Methodist Church adopted the local high 
school for ministry. 

In addition to previous efforts with the 
church and the Downsville High School, a 
schedule of activities is being put in place 
by the church’s NOW Committee. A grant 
of $2,500 that the church received from the 
conference will be used to provide addi¬ 
tional school resources, gifts to staff and 


students, outreach services for the needy, 
and food and supplies for school lunch¬ 
eons. 

A church representative wrote, “Our 
ministry efforts have been appreciated by 
the school staff and students. The church’s 
membership has grown spiritually and has 
been inspired by working together toward a 
common goal. In the end, Downsville 
UMC has learned to consciously use their 
spiritual gifts to share the grace of God 
with others.” 




St. Peter United Methodist Church in Jeanerette recently sponsored a free health 
and job fair for the community. St. James UMC in New Iberia, along with St. Peter 
UMC, worked together to host clothing drives and distribution of items to home¬ 
less citizens. 


St. Peter UMC - Jeanerette 
St James UMC - New Iberia 


St. Peter United Methodist Church in 
Jeanerette and St. James United Methodist 
Church in New Iberia have recently 
worked together is mission to serve the 
community of New Iberia. 

Each church hosted a clothing drive and 
distributed items to homeless citizens. 
Close to 100 people from both churches 
helped with the effort. St. Peter UMC also 
sponsored a health and job fair. Volunteers 
from New Iberia Comprehensive and two 
other organizations participated. 
Participants received free diabetes and cho¬ 
lesterol tests. 

“These exciting events helped to fulfill 
the churches’ mission of reaching ‘up’ to 


God and ‘out’ to the community. These 
churches are committed to remembering 
the poor and demonstrate it by being active 
every month in their respective communi¬ 
ties,” said Rev. Junius Egby, pastor of both 
churches. 

For October, St. Peter and St. James 
UMCs are raising awareness regarding 
domestic violence and breast cancer. The 
churches are offering training on breast 
self-examination and sponsoring testi¬ 
monies given by survivors of cancer and 
domestic violence. Event coordinators are 
Deidre Lewis and Sandra Lockett of St. 
Peter and Ronika Arceneaux of St. James. 
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First UMC - Eunice 


Members of United Methodist Women share a moment of prayer after the 
installation of new officers during the Louisiana Conference’s Annual Meeting 
of United Methodist Women at Broadmoor United Methodist Church on Oct. 8. 


First United Methodist Church in 
Eunice has watched its youth ministry, 
called CLUB 3:16, thrive in recent months. 
Attendance at Wednesday night programs, 
launched in August, has grown from 11 to 
an average of 35 in October. 

One of the early goals for the kids was 
to earn a CLUB 3:16 t-shirt by first attend¬ 
ing three consecutive meetings, then, on a 
designated meeting night, reciting John 
3:16 and the names of the first 10 books of 
the New Testament. 

In late October, each member of the 
group will be given a Bible of their own. 
Over the coming weeks and months, there 
will be a deliberate emphasis on teaching 
the kids about the Bible and its significance 
for the world. “Just as the smart phone ads 
tout, ‘There’s an app for that,’ CLUB 3:16 
teaches that no matter the mood, emotion 
or circumstance, ‘There’s a verse for 
that!’,” said Dwight Jodon, CLUB staff. 

The fast-paced program typically 
includes a mix of prayer, birthday celebra¬ 
tion, devotionals, music, scripture search, 
games and a featured activity. The meeting 
always ends with a meal. Past activities 
have included “Top Chef’ night, T-shirt 
night, a face painting competition, missions 
guest speaker, ARK Day for children of the 


community, painting The Loft (the upstairs 
youth room), and mystery movie night. 
Future activities include Bible night, soft- 
ball night (featuring celebrity umpires from 
the congregation), Trunk-Or-Treat and sea¬ 
sonal activities for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

The church currently has a unique 
demographic with regard to youth and chil¬ 
dren. Almost all of the kids are junior high 
age and younger, which bodes well for a 
thriving youth ministry over the next 10 
years. Plans are moving quickly to equip 
The Loft to provide a fun, comfortable 
space where the kids can gather, play 
games, read and just hang out. CLUB 3:16 
staff say they “want to seize the opportuni¬ 
ty to write good things on each child’s 
Page of Life.” 

First UMC is excited that this ministry 
has already drawn in several new families 
whose children were not previously associ¬ 
ated with a church at all. One family has 
also begun attending Sunday worship for 
the first time as a family as a result of the 
child’s participation on Wednesdays. 

Find out more about CLUB 3:16 by vis¬ 
iting www.FUMCeunice.org. 


Douglas UMC - Choudrant 


Douglas United Methodist Church 
adopted Choudrant High School several 
months ago as part of an outreach program 
known as Adopt-A-School. The school, 
which is 10 miles down the road from the 
church, has been the recipient of school 
supplies for students, breakfast for the 
teachers, and a catered BBQ for the faculty 
and staff. 

“Many of my church members went to 
Choudrant, and now their kids and grand- 
kids go to the school. This ministry has 
really taken off because of personal con¬ 
nections that already existed with the 
school,” said Rev. Jeremy Jones, pastor. 

The church is currently working on an 
aluminum can and Box Tops for Education 
drive to raise money so that the school can 
meet the unexpected needs during the year. 
“There are always students who break a 
book bag and cannot afford a new one, or 
students that need help in buying lunch 
each day, or students who need a school 
uniform for one reason or another. In addi¬ 
tion to the drive, we are going to provide 


Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for stu¬ 
dents and their families who may not have 
the income to celebrate,” said Rev. Jones. 

For many years, the church has held a 
Fall Fun Festival. This year’s event will 
add a gumbo cook-off and cake auction, 
with awards for the “best” gumbo and pro¬ 
ceeds from the auction going to help 
Adopt-A-School. “We are making a con¬ 
centrated effort to publicize our Trunk or 
Treat in the hopes that the Fall Festival will 
attract new people to the church family,” 
said Rev. Jones. 

Douglas UMC is also coordinating an 
outreach program to local nursing homes 
and hospitals in our area called “Little 
Lights.” Youth from the church visit resi¬ 
dents and patients and bring them small 
gifts to brighten their days. Currently, new 
“little lights” are being mentored to carry 
on the program as the original “little 
lights” are graduating from high school this 
year. The outreach is led by Douglas 
UMC member Lisa Chandler. 




Annie Baker, a resident of Ruston Nursing and Rehab Center, receives a visit 
from Kylie Farrar and Halie Chandler of Douglas UMC’s “Little Lights” program. 
Faculty and staff of Choudrant High School are served lunch by Douglas UMC 
members Mary Baker and Connie Hennen. 
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UMCOR provides 1 million dollar grant for Alabama tornado relief 




The Rev. Kelly Clem (right) and Christine Kirchberg-Jones clear tornado debris in Harvest, Ala., in May 2011. A UMNS file photo by Reed Galin. Children pump water in 
front of the rubble of the Mellier Methodist School near Petit-Goave, Haiti, in November 2010. A UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose 


At the end of April, Alabama residents 
were stunned by a record 62 tornadoes that 
killed 250 people and left homes, business¬ 
es and municipalities in tatters. 

All but two of those tornados touched 
down somewhere in the United Methodist 
North Alabama Annual (regional) 
Conference. This week, directors of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
approved a $ 1 million grant to that confer¬ 
ence to assist in the state’s recovery. 

The directors also approved other large 
grants including $1.2 million to the Asian 
Rural Institute, an ecumenical campus 
damaged by the March 11 earthquake in 
Japan; $463,000 to the Dakotas Annual 
Conference to assist those coping with 
spring flooding that destroyed more than 
3,000 homes, and $200,000 for Project 
HEAL of South Florida Urban Ministries, 
providing services for Haitian refugees and 
evacuees after the 2010 Haitian earthquake. 

The size of these grants is not unprece¬ 
dented, said the Rev. Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey, UMCOR’s top executive, who 
noted the grants address a variety of global 
needs. “From Japan to Haiti to North 
Alabama - because of the incredible con¬ 
gregations across the connection — we are 
able to respond,” she said. 

Although funds had been low earlier in 
the year, particularly for U.S. disasters, “we 
had faith that the people of The United 
Methodist Church would respond as they 
always do, and they did,” Harvey told direc¬ 
tors during their Oct. 11 board meeting. 


Rebuilding in Japan 

The year’s major disasters began with 
Japan’s earthquake and tsunami. UMCOR 
has received $11.8 million for its relief and 
recovery assistance there. 

The Asian Rural Institute, which had 
received a $150,000 grant from UMCOR 
in April, is in the process of restructuring 
its campus. Several buildings were declared 
unsafe, and the location was close enough 
to the leaking Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant 
to prompt concerns over radiation. The 
institute has made efforts to decontaminate 
its soil through a process called “phyto¬ 
remediation.” 

Its recovery process is outlined in a $6.6 
million comprehensive reconstruction plan. 
Other donors include Lutheran groups, the 
United Church of Christ, the United 
Church of Canada, American Friends of 
ARI, Episcopal Relief and Development, 
the Japanese government and the United 
Church of Christ in Japan. 

“Priority is being given to core facilities 
that are most essential for carrying out our 
training program,” the plan stated. “The 
extent of the damage of the earthquake has 
required us essentially to restructure the 
entire ARI campus.” 

Other new grants related to the Japan 
earthquake and tsunami include $300,000 
for emergency assistance through Church 
World Service and $200,000 to support 
advocacy work on responsible nuclear 
power by the Japan Ecumenical Disaster 
Response Office of the National Christian 


Council in Japan. 

That advocacy work is probably “the 
biggest challenge” of the recovery, said 
Melissa Crutchfield, UMCOR’s head of 
international disaster response. Nuclear 
safety, she explained, “is the big question 
creating a lot of anxiety in Japan.” 

Responding to spring storms 

U.S. disasters took their toll in 2011. 

The grants for Alabama and North Dakota 
come from the $4.9 million raised by 
UMCOR for spring storms, said the Rev. 
Tom Hazelwood, who leads U.S. disaster 
response. 

With its $1 million grant, the North 
Alabama Conference expects to help at 
least 2,000 families return home or relocate 
to new homes. The long-term recovery 
plan will help train and provide case man¬ 
agers, set up a structure to facilitate the 
repair and rebuilding of homes by volun¬ 
teer teams, and establish leadership and the 
communications necessary to implement 
the plan. 

The June flooding disaster in the 
Dakotas Conference is primarily centered 
on the Minot, N.D., region but also 
includes communities along the Missouri 
River in North and South Dakota as well as 
the Devils Lake, N.D., area. 

Floodwaters, rushing in at 75 miles an 
hour, swamped Faith United Methodist in 
Minot and damaged 35 homes of its mem¬ 
bers, but the congregation was able to con¬ 
tinue its community outreach by moving its 
popular food pantry to a trailer in a strip- 


mall parking lot. 

The recovery plan of the Dakotas 
Conference focuses on providing better 
support by having an associate coordinator 
in the Minot area and assisting with unmet 
financial needs. “This funding will go to 
buy supplies, to help individual families 
and to hire someone ... to manage volun¬ 
teers,” Hazelwood said. 

UMCOR directors also approved a sec¬ 
ond $100,000 grant to the Tennessee 
Annual Conference for recovery from 2010 
flooding in 29 of the state’s counties. 

Continued work in Haiti 

The relief agency has received $45 mil¬ 
lion for its long-term recovery plan for the 
2010 Haiti earthquake. Of that amount, 
Crutchfield said, $26 million had been 
spent or committed by May this year. The 
remaining sum is expected to go toward 
projects focusing on education, livelihoods, 
health and shelter. 

New Haiti grants approved this week 
included $275,000 to Haitian Artisans for 
Peace International to help strengthen the 
rural community of Mizak and the Project 
HEAL grant to assist Haitians in Florida. 

UMCOR directors also approved distri¬ 
bution of the remaining $2.5 million of a 
three-year Haiti response plan for United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission, which is 
to be released in six-month intervals. 


5K, from page 1 

running clubs. Guidelines and support 
provided by local running clubs will play 
key roles in putting on the runs. The race 
directors will work with volunteer com¬ 
mittees, and the committees will engage 
other volunteers from as many local 
churches as possible in planning and put¬ 
ting on these events. 

As with our “Day of Caring” event, 
there is a task for every size church. 


Depending on available volunteers and 
resources, churches can: 

•Provide a representative on one of the 
race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the 
run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the 
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up 
prayers on April 21 for the success of the 
event and the safety of the participants 


During this spring’s “Day of Caring,” 
more than half of the Louisiana United 
Methodist churches played a role by 
organizing food drives, working on 
Habitat projects, holding health fairs and 
more. With the “Imagine No Malaria 
Run/Walk,” all of our churches will be 
working in unison to make this event a 
huge success. The race sites have been 
chosen to make volunteering as conven¬ 
ient as possible for every local church. 


This type of event has a strong appeal for 
children, youth and young adults! 

Details regarding the conference-wide 
event are progressing in order to give 
churches as much time as possible to plan 
for participation. As with the “Day of 
Caring,” the conference will secure bill¬ 
boards, TV commercials, press coverage, 
and possible reporting at the 2012 General 
Conference to promote the initiative state¬ 
wide and globally. 
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Looking Ahead, from page 3 
society’s 200 missionaries in 37 countries 
and 33 staff in its Norcross, Ga., offices. 
“Every member of our community rejoic¬ 
es that I’m here today,” he added. 

The new realities of the mission field 
are not just global but also local, McLain 
pointed out. For example, 35 percent of 
the residents in a community near the 
society offices are recent immigrants and 
85 percent are Muslims. 

Such diverse communities offer “amaz¬ 
ing opportunities and significant chal¬ 
lenges to churches all over America,” 
McLain said. “While the content of the 
gospel has not changed, the context in 
which we proclaim it has changed dramat¬ 
ically, almost overnight.” 

Dana Robert, a Boston University 
School of Theology professor, and David 
Scott, a doctoral student there, offered a 
taste of their research into that new con¬ 
text during an Oct. 10 presentation to 
board directors. 

As it was a century ago, Christianity 
remains the world’s largest religion, but 
the population it encompasses has 
changed. “We are a truly multicultural 
faith today, with roughly one-fourth to 
one-fifth of Christianity represented on 
different continents,” Robert explained. 

The configuration of Christianity also 
has shifted. In 1900, one-third of all 
Christians were Protestants, but today, she 
reported, “that percentage is less than one- 
fourth.” Instead, indigenous churches and 
new denominations are experiencing rapid 
growth that “may not have any relation¬ 
ship to something like the Methodist 
church.” 



The Rev. Dick McClain, president of The Mission Society, speaks during the 
Oct. 11 worship service at the annual meeting of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries in New York. McClain and Thomas Kemper, the board’s top 
executive, are encouraging cooperation between the two agencies. Dana 
Robert, Boston University School of Theology professor, shares mission 
research with directors of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries in 
New York. Robert and her associate, David Scott, spoke Oct. 10 during the 
board’s annual meeting. UMNS photos by Cassandra Zampini. 


United Methodist membership has 
declined in the West and experienced 
growth in Africa and Asia. However, the 
global growth rate isn’t as strong as some 
independent or related churches. 
“Worldwide, UMC growth is lagging 
behind sister denominations,” Scott said. 

Directors were invited to ponder possi¬ 
ble explanations for such trends, including 
the idea that United Methodists are stuck 
in a North American, mid-20th century 
denominational model. 

Kemper said the Board of Global 
Ministries is indebted to the insights of 
scholars such as Robert and Scott as it 
continues to organize the church’s global 
witness — in new mission arenas, such as 
Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Mongolia — 
and in established ventures, such as the 
Russia Initiative. 

Missionaries themselves are more 
diverse than ever, representing a variety of 
cultures and nations. 

Those commissioned this week include 
a missionary pilot and air-safety adminis¬ 
trator from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, a Korean-American couple 
assigned to the United Methodist mission 
center in Kazakhstan, an Oklahoma pastor 
headed to Jerusalem and an attorney work¬ 
ing with immigrants in Iowa. 

Twenty-five new young adult mission¬ 
aries were commissioned Aug. 18 for two- 
to three-year terms. 

Another 17 summer interns served at 
mission sites in the United States. Eleven 
young people served as Global Justice 
Volunteers this year in Kenya, and 15 are 
scheduled to serve in the Philippines. 


Latino Ministry, from page i 

police, who have found the perfect victims 
among our Latino community. 

The thefi of salaries has been astronomi¬ 
cal, and our efforts to pass local laws to 
punish these crimes seem to be unproduc¬ 
tive. 

Every year we face a number of bills in 
the Louisiana legislature similar to the anti¬ 
immigrant laws, such as the ones in 
Alabama, Indiana, Georgia and Arizona. 
Thank God that up to now we have not 
allowed any of these proposals to become 
law in Louisiana. 

A better future 

However, not all the news about New 
Orleans is bad. The city is showing signs of 
vitality, renovation and a profound convic¬ 
tion that the future will be better. 

The United Methodist Church has sent 
more than 90,000 volunteers in the last six 
years. The denomination has contributed 
more than $60 million for the purpose of 
helping the needy. 

The U.S. Justice Department investigat¬ 
ed local police for the enormous number of 
abuses against Latinos. The new mayor has 
created ways and forums to listen and 
respond to the needs of New Orleans’ 
diverse citizens, including its vibrant 
Latino population. 

The purchase of homes, the establish¬ 
ment of organizations and the openings of 
businesses and churches among the Latino 
population have increased, a positive sign 
that our community is beginning to estab¬ 



The Revs. Oscar and Juanita Ramos and their children, Damara, 13, and Joel 
Emilio, 10, are in ministry with the Latino community in New Orleans 


lish itself in the city. 

The United Methodist Church has 
responded to the growing Latino communi¬ 
ty in the New Orleans area by creating a 
social and spiritual ministry nurtured 
through the National Plan for 
Hispanic/Latino Ministries. 

El Mesias, the oldest Latino congrega¬ 
tion in the Louisiana Annual (regional) 
Conference, has been joined by two other 
ministries in the metropolitan area of New 
Orleans: The community of faith “La 
Gracia” and the community of faith “El 
Pacto.” 


We have also developed the “La 
Semilla” center — a Hispanic-Latino 
Center for Educational Development — 
with the goal of creating an educational 
culture that will inspire the Latino youth to 
attend college and more Latino people to 
master the English language and finish 
their high school education. We believe this 
will help end many social problems and the 
negative stereotype of Latinos as people 
who work only in physical, dangerous and 
low-paying jobs. 

La Semilla is trying to attack the obsta¬ 
cles that hinder people from getting an edu¬ 


cation, like a lack of proper documentation, 
confusion about how to navigate the educa¬ 
tional system and a dearth of role models 
to follow. The center is also trying to 
address low incomes, image problems and 
low self-esteem, especially among the 
youth. 

We want to mobilize the Latino commu¬ 
nity around an educational project to devel¬ 
op economic assistance and connect profes¬ 
sional Latinos with our needy youth so 
they have role models to follow. La Semilla 
envisions in the near future establishing 
itself in other cities and communities in 
Louisiana. The Latino communities have 
obvious differences that we as United 
Methodists must understand, but we also 
encounter common problems and social 
issues that require the denomination’s assis¬ 
tance and creativity if we want to succeed. 

“I understand the message of the 
Methodist Church, pastor,” said a member 
of the La Gracia community of faith to me. 
“The gospel of Jesus Christ is the integral 
salvation which pushes us to reach a better 
version of ourselves.” 

“And something better is yet to come,” 1 
replied. 

*Gallardo is an ordained elder in the 
Indiana Annual (regional) Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. He has a 
been missionary of the National Plan for 
Hispanic/Latino Ministries since 2001 and 
has served in the Louisiana Conference 
since 2007. Write to him at 
orgallardo@msn. com. 
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Four ways to 
better equip vital 
congregations 

-Encourage the children in your church 
with Pockets. This award-winning devo¬ 
tional magazine published by The Upper 
Room is designed for children 8 to 12 
years old. Each monthly issue has a differ¬ 
ent theme and includes stories, games, 
activities, poems, daily Bible readings, 
recipes and more. Pockets connects with 
young Christians both in words and 
images, making it a valued resource for 
Christian educators. For more information, 
go to http://pockets.upperroom.org/. 

-Get free online help for your church’s 
leaders. Do you need to know some gener¬ 
al principles and specific strategies for 
meeting the vitality goals you have set for 
your congregation? Participate in the webi¬ 
nar Plan Now to Meet Your 2012 Goals, 
designed especially for Church Council 
leaders, at 6:30 p.m. CDT on Oct. 27. Or 
people who are entrusted with managing 
church funding can learn practical ideas in 
the webinar Finishing the Year Financially 
Strong at 6:30 p.m. CST on Nov. 10. 
Register for either webinar at (see the right 
column after launching link): 
http://www.gbod.org/committee_resources. 

-Looking for ways to help children 
leam about and participate in giving to 
Mission? The United Methodist Children’s 
Fund for Christian Mission is an excellent 
way make mission work become real to 
children. The fund, part of GBOD, uses 
teaching activities to help children leam 
about missions, practice care of others, 
develop habits of discipleship and practice 
generosity. The projects, which change 
annually, are in Arkansas, Haiti, Michigan 
and Kenya for 2011. They are selected by 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 
For more information, go to 
http://www.bit.ly/nwmFSAl. 

-Consider sharing your space with a 
new congregation. If your church wants to 
reach out to people of a different culture, 
think about sharing your building with a 
congregation that speaks their language. 
The “Sharing Spaces” presentation from 
GBOD’s Path 1 and General Board of 
Global Ministries offers insights into 
strategies for successful collaboration. 
Check out this PowerPoint resource at 
http://www.bit.ly/pjOFIr2. 

P.S. Check out the GBOD Youth 2011 
store and get t-shirts and other great stuff 
at HUGE discounts. Go to: 
http://store.GBOD.org/. 


SAVE THE DATE 

Older Adult Ministry Conference 

March 22, 2012 
First UMC, Baton Rouge 

March 23, 2012 
First UMC, Pineville 

Rev. Dr. Richard H. Gentzler, Jr. 
Guest Speaker 


The Congress on Evangelism 2012 
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Year End Gifts 

The Year is Almost Over 


If you haven’t reached your charitable goals yet 
this year, we can help. 

Request or download our end of year gifts 
brochure and learn the many ways to make a gift 
to your United Methodist Church without dipping 
into savings. 

Best of all, you will be supporting 
the ministries you love while 
enjoying tax benefits on this 
year’s return and well into 
the future. 




UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 
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Get our end of year gifts brochure — 
One for yourself or more for your church! 

(225) 346-1535 (800)256-9317 
www.umf.org 
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Running to Beat Malaria 



The graphic shown above is part of an animatic that will be used on the race registration website for the Imagine No 
Malaria 5K and Fun Walk/Runs sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference and slated for April 21, 2012. 


Race directors named for April 21 5K and Fun Walks 



Free worship help / 3 



Imagine No Malaria / 5 



Broadmoor UMC / 8 



The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K 
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with 
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held 
May 14 of this year, all of our local 
churches are encouraged to participate in 
this very special event. 

The Conference Global Health 
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the 
Imagine No Malaria 5K/Walks and plans 
on facilitating separate runs in strategic 
locations throughout the state of 
Louisiana on April 21. Race directors are 
being recruited for each of the runs. These 
volunteers will be United Methodists 
from our local churches who are also 
members of local certified running clubs. 
Guidelines and support provided by local 
running clubs will play key roles in put¬ 
ting on the runs. The race directors will 
work with volunteer committees, and the 
committees will engage other volunteers 
from as many local churches as possible 


in planning and putting on these events. 
As with our “Day of Caring” event, there 
is a task for every size church. Depending 
on available volunteers and resources, 
churches can: 

•Provide a representative on one of 
the race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the 
run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the 
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up 
prayers on April 21 for the success of the 
event and the safety of the participants 

During this spring’s “Day of Caring,” 
more than half of the Louisiana United 
Methodist churches played a role by 
organizing food drives, working on 
Habitat projects, holding health fairs and 
more. With the Imagine No Malaria 
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be 
working in unison to make this event a 
huge success. The race sites have been 
chosen to make volunteering as conven¬ 
ient as possible for every local church. 
This type of event has a strong appeal for 


children, youth and young adults! Details 
regarding the conference-wide event are 
progressing in order to give churches as 
much time as possible to plan for partici¬ 
pation. 

As with the “Day of Caring,” the con¬ 
ference will secure billboards, TV com¬ 
mercials, press coverage, and possible 
reporting at the 2012 General Conference 
to promote the initiative state-wide and 
globally. 

Confirmed locations for the 5K and 
Fun Walk/Runs are as follows: 

Shreveport, Chuck Christensen (director); 
Ruston, Amy Stegall (director); 
Natchitoches, Sarah Prudhomme (direc¬ 
tor); Alexandria, Joseph Awotwi (direc¬ 
tor); Baton Rouge, Judd Hammond 
(director); Hammond, Debi Petrolia 
(director); New Orleans, Georgia 
McBride (director); Thibodaux, Jonathan 
Terrell and Rachel Bacon (directors). 

Read more about Imagine No Malaria 
on page five of this issue of the Louisiana 
Now! 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Shadows 


I’ve been reflecting a lot on shadows 
recently! That has been driven mostly by 
my early morning walks that now hap¬ 
pen in the dark because the time has not 
changed from Daylight Saving Time. 
When I step out onto the street at 6:00 
am, it’s just me, the streetlights, and my 
shadow. And, as I walk along the old 
song “Me and My Shadow” goes 
through my mind over and over and over 
again. 

One of the first things I noticed about 
my shadow was that it was double in 
some instances. If the light is shining 
just right, you will see two of your own 
images walking alongside you! One is 
short, the other long. They move around 
on the street like live characters and are 
good walking companions! At least they 
can divert your attention to watching 
them as they change their shapes and 
come and go. 

Then I began to observe the way my 
shadow behaved when I was approach¬ 
ing a street light and when I was walking 
away from one. Fascinating! When the 
light is behind you, your shadow forms 
in front of you and then begins to length¬ 
en as you walk away from the light. It 
begins as quite bold in its presence on 
the ground, and then, as it lengthens out 
as you walk further from the light, it 
becomes more and more dim until the 
darkness eventually swallows it com¬ 
pletely and it disappears. 

On the other hand, if you are walking 
toward the light, the shadow begins long, 
thin, and dim behind you and then grows 
shorter and shorter, more and more defi¬ 
nite until under the source of the light, it 
disappears almost completely. You stand 
in a “puddle” of a shadow, non-descript 
and unrecognizable, when you are direct¬ 
ly under the light. But then, when you 
walk on, the phenomenon of lengthening 
in front of you begins all over again until 
it finally disappears into the darkness that 
surrounds you. 

It occurs to me that this is indeed a 
living parable of our relationship to 
Christ, the Light of the World. When we 
are moving away from the light of 
Christ, at first our own self-importance 
seems to be fairly strong, just like our 
bold shadow. But the further from the 
Light we stray, our own image and being 


becomes more and 
more dim until it is 
totally lost in the 
darkness that is out¬ 
side the Light. We 
have no definition 
apart from the Light! 
We have no lasting 
influence apart from 
the Light! When we 
“forget Him and 
wander away” we weaken our very being 
until we become nothing more than an 
image swallowed up by the darkness 
itself. (Remember the Prodigal Son!) 

On the other hand, if we are living our 
life with our face pointed toward the 
Light of the World and moving intention¬ 
ally in Christ’s direction then our true 
self is growing stronger and stronger. 

Just as our shadow grows shorter and 
more definite as we approach the street 
lamp, our very being grows less self- 
absorbed and stronger because of the true 
Light taking over. And when we stand 
fully in His light, our old self becomes a 
“puddle” at our feet and our new identity 
is in oneness with the Light. It is in that 
moment when we truly become who we 
were created to be - a Christ follower 
with our spirit so united with his spirit 
that we are at one with him and our iden¬ 
tity is his identity. 

The gospel hymn writer put it this 
way - 

“Walk in the light, the beautiful light 

Come where the dewdrops of mercy 
shine bright, 

Shine all around me by day and by 
night, 

Jesus, the Light of the World.” 

It is my prayer for myself and all of 
us that we leam to “Walk in the Light”. 
May we be ever moving toward the 
Light of the World until we come to be at 
one with Him and with His Kingdom. It 
will be in that day that “all will be right 
with the world.” It is a journey upon 
which we all must eventually embark or 
lose ourselves to darkness completely. 

In Christ’s love, 

/Udd*~**~*s 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


In Memoriam 

Percy Chiasson 
August 10, 2011 



“Stepping Up For Jesus” participants from Warren UMC in Lake Charles includ¬ 
ed, front row, Anthony Hawkins and Devin A. Booker, and back row, D’onte lies, 
Freddie Vezia, Raven Dobbins, Meghan Richard and Thomas Bell, Jr. 

AAUMPUC leaders included Rev. Robert Johnson, Rev. Darlene A. Moore, Rev. 
Arnold Brown, Sr., Rev. Clifton Conrad and Rev. Linda Joseph. 


4 Stepping Up For Jesus’ youth summit held 


St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge hosted a Youth Summit for 
nearly 400 students ranging from fourth 
grade through college on Oct. 14. The 
statewide conference was sponsored by 
African American United Methodist 
Pastors United for Christ. 

Rev. Arnold Brown, Sr. of Neely UMC 
and Rev. Erica R. Jenkins of Thomas UMC 
served as moderators for the summit which 
featured music, educational performances, 
speakers, panel discussions and forums for 
youth and parents. 

Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark 


UMC, and Baton Rouge District 
Superintendent Rev. Ralph Ford welcomed 
participants. Rev. Darlene A. Moore of St. 
Mark UMC in Opelousas designed the 
worship program and served as co-chair of 
the Worship Committee with Rev. Robert 
Johnson of Calvary-Magnolia UMC in 
Thibodaux. 

Breakout sessions included information 
from United Methodist ministers and 
experts from schools, community organiza¬ 
tions and state facilities on self-identity 
problems, bullying, child abuse, healthy 
eating habits and abstinence. 
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Online service offers free worship planning help to conference churches 


The Louisiana Conference, through the 
Conference Board of Discipleship and the 
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer¬ 
ing a FREE online service in the area of 
worship. This nationwide service is direct¬ 
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as 
consultant to our Conference Worship 
Committee for the 2011 Annual 
Conference session. She has been invited 
back to assist with the 2012 Conference 
session, as well. Dr. McFee is a nationally 
known worship leader who coordinated 
worship at the 2008 General Conference 
session, and who will guide worship at the 
General Conference session in 2012. 

Through Worship Design Studio, local 


churches will get worship planning help for 
every season of the liturgical year. Dr. 
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of 
interviews with nationally-known preach¬ 
ers, music directors and visual artists in 
advance of each liturgical season. They will 
talk about the upcoming season and brain¬ 
storm various thematic ideas to help get 
your worship team jump-started in their 
planning. Marcia will post ideas and mate¬ 
rials with the PODcast. The year-long sub¬ 
scription also includes a 60-page Worship 
Design Notebook to guide you step-by-step 
through the process. 

Another free service through the Studio 
includes short video learning sessions post¬ 


ed by Marcia on topics related to worship 
design and leadership that you can use to 
start great discussions with your worship 
team. 

The 2011-2012 year of this free service 
begins with the season of Advent. The cost 
of this opportunity would normally be $350 
per year for each congregation. The 
Louisiana Conference is providing this to 
you at no charge for the coming year. 

To register, please email the Conference 
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An 
access code and directions for entering the 
system will be sent to you. 



Young job seekers find inspiration, help through networking ministry 



Mark Reynolds, 26, is table host for a job seekers ministry at Roswell (Ga.) United Methodist Church. Table leaders share Bible scriptures and encourage job seekers 
to make God part of their job search. There are currently 53 young people who are part of the group. Job seekers Emily Hatcher, right, and Clay Redmond look 
through the Attire for Hire boutique to select business suits for job interviews. The closet is set in a Sunday school classroom. UMNS photos by Kathleen Barry 


Emily Flatcher, 26, is working overtime 
to find a job. 

She keeps a strict schedule. On Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday she spends six to 
eight hours applying for jobs. The other 
days of the week, she sharpens her skills by 
taking computer classes online and net¬ 
working. 

The college graduate with a degree in 
early childhood education works as a 
babysitter and a substitute schoolteacher. 

“I put maybe 200 resumes in before I 
actually get a call,” says the pretty, quiet 
young woman, dressed for success in dark 
sweater, skirt and sensible shoes, attending 
RUMC Job Networking, a ministry of 
Roswell United Methodist Church. 

“Most of the girls I know are nannies, 
looking for other jobs,” she says. “It is dif¬ 
ficult because of the economy. I know a lot 
of people my age are looking for other jobs 
not in their field.” 

Hatcher is part of a job-networking 
group that meets at the church every other 
Monday. 

The table host for the 21/29 group is 
Mark Reynolds, 26, who has been a mem¬ 
ber of the church all his life. As he puts it, 
“I started out in the babies’ class.” 

Katherine Simons, coordinator of the 
job-networking ministry, approached 
Reynolds about starting a group for young 


job seekers last year. “She said she thought 
the need was pretty dire,” Reynolds recalls. 

He says one of the first lessons he 
learned was “to manage people’s expecta¬ 
tions.” 

Young people coming into the church 
have degrees from schools like Penn State, 
Georgia State, Tennessee, Colorado, 
Vanderbilt and Boston - even Harvard. 

“A young woman came in last week, 
and she has an MBA from Penn State,” 
Reynolds says. “An MBA from Penn State 
is considered one of the best in the nation.” 

Still, she has not been able to find a job. 

“Some of her confidence has been shat¬ 
tered; some of her ability to portray herself 
in the best light has been shattered,” 
Reynolds says. “The job I have and the job 
others here have is to restore some of that 
confidence and introduce her to Christ and 
a faith-based confidence, rather than skills 
and talents-based confidence.” 

It is his job to remind her that her poten¬ 
tial is just as high as it was when she grad¬ 
uated. 

Juanita V. Pierre, 24, just graduated with 
dual degrees in accounting and Spanish. In 
college, she focused all her energy and 
time on making good grades. She expected 
to graduate, get a job and start her life. 

Now, like many young graduates, she is 
living back at home with her family. She 


values the time she has now to reconnect 
with her family, but her dream is to be a 
forensics accountant working with the FBI 
or the IRS. 

“I know how strong I am, and I believe 
in myself,” she says. “I am hard working, 
and they are going to see that. They are 
going to hire me. I feel like maybe in the 
next six months, hopefully, 1 will get exact¬ 
ly what 1 am looking for.” 

David Hampe, 25, just graduated with a 
degree in civil engineering. He has a part- 
time job at the school from which he grad¬ 
uated but is coming to Roswell to “launch 
my career right the first time.” He says he 
is technically homeless. All his stuff is 
packed in boxes, and he lives at his sister’s 
house during the week and goes to his par¬ 
ents’ home on the weekends. 

“Nobody is designed to go through this 
job search on their own, to go through life 
on their own in general,” he says. The 
21/29 group gives him accountability with 
people his age and introduces him to a new 
group of professionals outside the range of 
his normal group of friends. 

“When you build and establish a rela¬ 
tionship with people who are in a job 
search with you, you build a bond of peo¬ 
ple who care and are willing to pay it for¬ 
ward to help everyone out until everyone in 
the group is hired,” he says. 


Hatcher says everyone told her to go to 
Roswell United Methodist Church to join 
the job-networking ministry. 

“I have actually gotten more interviews 
through their job postings than other job 
postings. Instead of just going online and 
applying for jobs, I have had a lot more 
contacts through career networking,” she 
says. 

“A lot of people find their identity in 
their job,” she adds, “especially when you 
are young and trying to find your fit. I 
think a lot of people think their career is 
who they are.” 

That’s where faith steps in, she says. 

“We talk about that at RUMC, that you 
are God’s workmanship, that he created 
you with special qualities and spiritual 
gifts. He is going to use those as long as 
you know who you are and you use them 
in the best way you can.” 

Hatcher, her older sister and brother - 
all in their 20s - are living at home with 
their single mom, who is caretaker for her 
mother. Hatcher feels blessed to have her 
family, and she knows God will take care 
of her. 

“I just keep applying, keep looking, and 
I think the economy is going to get better. 
That’s my hope. I think there will be a lot 
more jobs created.” 
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First UMC - Logansport 



First UMC in Logansport collected $850 for the Louisiana Methodist Children’s 
Home during its 2011 Vacation Bible School. The money was presented to Kate 
Williams of the Children’s Home on October 16. Williams also gave the children’s 
sermon during worship, making the connection for the children between scrip¬ 
ture and how they were following Jesus’ instructions by donating their offerings 
to children in need. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to make a 
personal connection with where their offerings were going, as well as a teaching 
opportunity which provided an understanding of the real purpose of giving. 



University UMC 

University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge held a Harvest Festival on 
Oct. 30 from 4-6 p.m. The festivities were 
enjoyed by members of the surrounding 
community—as well as children participat¬ 
ing in the church-sponsored Kids Hope 
mentoring program at a local elementary 


- Baton Rouge 

school. Trunk-or-treating, face painting, 
spacewalks, games, crafts and games were 
featured. Guests enjoyed hot dogs and 
treats from a Bake Sale. Revelers are 
shown line dancing in the back parking lot 
of the church, where the event was held. 


Reed retires from UM Foundation of La., moves to local church service 


The United 
Methodist 
Foundation of 
Louisiana 
announced that Dr. 

Kenneth Reed, its 
senior clergy advi¬ 
sor, is returning to 
local church service 
to pastor the 
Greensburg United 
Methodist Church. 

“I have enjoyed my 21 years here and 
will miss the Foundation work, but it’s 


time for me to move to a new chapter in 
my life,” Reed said. 

Reed began his career at the 
Foundation in 1990 after then Bishop 
William Oden asked him to serve as exec¬ 
utive director. He served an eight-year 
term in that capacity before retiring to 
part-time status as senior clergy advisor in 
1998. 

During Reed’s tenure, the Foundation’s 
managed assets grew from $12.8 million 
to $84.3 million. He also assisted in 
scores of capital and annual campaigns 
and preached in more than 250 pulpits, 


which he continued with his part time sta¬ 
tus. 

Probably Dr. Reed’s most substantial 
legacy came about as a relationship he 
developed with Jesse Stafford of 
Ponchatoula. Stafford left a multi-million 
dollar bequest to the Foundation that put 
the Foundation in a sound financial posi¬ 
tion and enabled it to be generous in 
granting large amounts of money to wor¬ 
thy causes all over Louisiana. 

Prior to his service at the Foundation, 
Dr. Reed ministered multiple churches in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference, includ¬ 


ing Broadmoor United Methodist Church 
of Baton Rouge for six years. He also has 
served twice as District Superintendent of 
the Baton Rouge District. 

“We are grateful to Ken for his many 
years of service and the legacies he leaves 
behind. He has been a true asset to the 
Foundation, and will be missed,” said Rob 
Fairly, President/CEO of the Foundation. 

Foundation staff celebrated Dr. Reed’s 
service and friendship at a luncheon on 
Thursday, October 27 at the City Club of 
Baton Rouge. 



Dr. Kenneth 
Reed 


Belle Chasse UMC hosts monthly luncheon for community seniors 



Once a month, the United Methodist Women (UMW) of Belle Chasse United Methodist Church hosts a luncheon for seniors. Each luncheon has a theme with decora¬ 
tions and the UMW ladies wear something related to the theme. This month’s theme was “Favorite Football Team” (Predominantly the Saints and one for LSU). Door 
prizes are always well received by the guests, which usually average 28 in attendance. The luncheons have been a great social outreach. At one luncheon, there were 
three ladies attending that have been friends for many years, but that had not been together in two years. 
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Imagine No Malaria receives $3 million grant from Gates Foundation 



Sierra Leonian volunteers with the United Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign hang a mosquito net at a home in Koribondo Village near Bo, Sierra 
Leone, in this December 2010 file photo. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has approved a $3 million grant for Imagine No Malaria. John Amara tries to cool his 
son’s fever with a makeshift fan at the United Methodist Church’s Kissy Hospital outside Freetown, Sierra Leone, in this December 2010 file photo. Henry Peter Amara, 
16 months, is suffering from malaria, which is common and many times fatal among children in the impoverished neighborhood that Kissy serves. UMNS file photos 
by Mike DuBose. 


The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
in collaboration with the United Nations 
Foundation, has given a $3 million grant to 
the Imagine No Malaria campaign of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Pittsburgh Area Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton, the campaign’s spokesperson, 
said the grant would provide administrative 
support to help the church reach its $75 
million fundraising goal. To date, more 
than $15 million has been raised for 
Imagine No Malaria. 

“It gives us a boost in the next phase of 
the campaign,” Bickerton said. 

The Rev. Larry Hollon, top staff execu¬ 
tive of United Methodist Communications, 
which administers Imagine No Malaria, 
explained that the gift “will allow us to 
pursue our renewed strategy to present 
Imagine No Malaria to the annual (region¬ 
al) conferences and local churches with 
new energy and with staff support (and) 
help us to follow through on philanthropic 
gifts.” 

Tangible results on the ground in Africa, 
Bickerton said, will include expanded work 
in Angola and Zimbabwe and replicating 


the successful model developed in Sierra 
Leone. “We’re really expanding our imple¬ 
mentation across the continent,” he 
explained. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo 
— an area Bickerton calls “the heartbeat of 
malaria” - the church has cooperated infor¬ 
mally with UNICEF and is negotiating to 
work with various organizations in remote 
sections of the country. “You talk about the 
church going where the road ends, we have 
hospitals and clinics with no roads to them 
in Congo,” he said. 

When Bickerton told a meeting of the 
United Methodist Council of Bishops Nov. 
2 about the $3 million grant, Sierra Leone 
Area Bishop John K. Yambasu applauded 
the church’s efforts against the No. 1 killer 
of children in Africa. “The United 
Methodist Church is providing armor in 
this fight against the killer disease we call 
malaria,” he said. 

Grassroots participation 

For Shannon Trilli, director of the 
malaria initiative of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, the active participa¬ 
tion of the African bishops and their church 


members is what makes the campaign 
unique. 

Since 2008, the United Methodist annu¬ 
al (regional) conferences in Africa have 
strived to create health boards that provide 
both a sense of ownership and mechanisms 
for accountability. 

“They (health boards) already are per¬ 
forming at extremely high levels,” Trilli 
said. “Their programs have results that are 
comparable, if not better, than any agencies 
out there.” 

Faith-based organizations also have peo¬ 
ple and infrastructure in remote communi¬ 
ties that other organizations can’t reach, she 
pointed out. Because these organizations 
are trusted, communities are more willing 
to absorb information about malaria-pre¬ 
vention techniques. 

This credibility has led to attention from 
groups working on international health 
issues, such as the Gates and U.N. founda¬ 
tions. 

“We’re seen across the world as a pretty 
integral part of this whole thing because of 
the delivery system the church provides,” 
Bickerton said. 


Progress against deaths 

Imagine No Malaria was the only faith- 
based group to be invited to the Oct. 18 
Malaria Forum sponsored by the Gates 
Foundation, where Melinda Gates saluted 
Bickerton and the Imagine No Malaria 
Campaign. 

What is exciting to Bickerton, he said, is 
the progress made against malaria deaths 
over the past few years. A child now dies 
of malaria in Africa every 45 seconds 
instead of every 30 seconds, he said, and 
the annual number of deaths worldwide — 
already on the decrease — is projected to 
drop from 800,000 in 2010 to 100,000 in 
2015. 

Initiated by the 2008 United Methodist 
General Conference, the components of 
Imagine No Malaria include a fundraising 
campaign goal of $75 million, public poli¬ 
cy advocacy for funds, research and treat¬ 
ment, and the creation of a sustainable 
health infrastructure in Africa — where the 
malaria burden is greatest — as well as 
training health workers and distributing bed 
nets and medications. 




Christmas in November event features gift items made 


First United Methodist Church, 930 
North Blvd. in Baton Rouge, will hold 
a “Christmas in November” sale Nov. 
11 and 12 in the church’s gymnasi¬ 
um. All items are made by women 
who participate in United Methodist 
sponsored micro-industries in 
Cambodia. By producing products 
and selling them, these women are 
building economic self-sufficiency. 
The proceeds from the sale return to 
help the craftswomen grow their 
business. In addition, 19 college 
scholarships have been provided to 
young people in Cambodia. The sale 
is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Friday and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday. 


by Cambodians 

■ 
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Council of Bishops voted Nov. 1 to endorse church restructure proposals 


United Methodist bishops voted over¬ 
whelmingly Nov. 1 in favor of proposals to 
restructure the denomination and redistrib¬ 
ute up to $60 million in church funds. 

The vote specifically endorsed a letter, 
titled “For the Sake of a New World, We 
See a New Church: A Call to Action,” 
detailing changes — some requiring action 
by General Conference, some not. 

“We see a new church,” the bishops’ let¬ 
ter says. “It is a church that is clear about 
its mission and confident about its future, a 
church that is always reaching out, inviting, 
alive, agile and resilient.” It asks all United 
Methodists to “work to do the ‘new thing’ 
God intends for our church and discover 
the path God is making for our future.” 

The Council of Bishops’ vote came as 
part of the multiyear Call to Action 
process, which aims to reverse decades of 
declining membership and financial giving 
in the United States and to increase congre¬ 
gational vitality. 

With their vote, the bishops endorsed 
the proposed consolidation of nine of the 
denomination’s 13 general agencies into a 
new United Methodist Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry. 
Legislation submitted to General 
Conference by the Connectional Table calls 
for the center to have a 15-member board 
of directors accountable to a 45-member 
advisory board called the General Council 
for Strategy and Oversight. The council 
would replace the Connectional Table, 
which coordinates the denomination’s mis¬ 
sion, ministries and resources. 

The vote came after two days of discus¬ 
sions among the bishops in private conver¬ 
sations, small groups and plenary sessions. 
Even as many bishops stood up to com¬ 
mend the letter, they also said there were 
parts they would tweak if they could. “I 
don’t agree with everything” was a fre¬ 
quent refrain. 

However, many bishops insisted The 
United Methodist Church needs some kind 
of reform. 

Iowa Area Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
likened the letter to a GPS that can guide 
drivers toward their destination even if it 
doesn’t always get them to the exact 
address. 

“We cannot get where we want to go 
without some form of a GPS, and we cer¬ 
tainly aren’t going to get close without 
leaving the house,” Trimble told his col¬ 
leagues to murmurs of agreement. 

Bishops also acknowledged that General 
Conference, the denomination’s top law¬ 
making body, likely would alter the legisla¬ 
tion. General Conference will next convene 
April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. 

What the bishops endorsed 

The Council of Bishops and 
Connectional Table initiated the Call to 
Action process “to reorder the life of the 
church” two years ago in the wake of the 
2008 global economic crisis. 

At its November 2010 meeting, the 
council endorsed the Call to Action recom¬ 
mendations and the “adaptive challenge” to 
redirect resources toward fostering vital 
congregations. The suggested structural 
changes the bishops took up this year origi¬ 
nated with the Interim Operations Team, a 


group of eight laity and clergy working 
with denominational leadership to imple¬ 
ment the Call to Action recommendations. 

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, 
the Interim Operations Team convener, 
asked the bishops to “embrace and affirm” 
the team’s work. 

In showing their approval, he said the 
bishops would be showing “our commit¬ 
ment to lead the church” and use the 
changes as “instruments in service to vision 
and mission.” 

Palmer also stressed that more than 50 
percent of the work the bishops need to do 
to foster vital congregations does not 
require General Conference legislation. 

Bishops do not vote at General 
Conference, nor do they address the assem¬ 
bly on legislative matters without special 
permission. However, there are no limits on 
conversa¬ 
tions with 
delegates 
and other 
church 
members 
outside the 
sessions. 

In addi¬ 
tion to 
endorsing 
restructur¬ 
ing and 
allowing 
the redistri¬ 
bution of 
up to $60 
million in 
general 
church 
funds, the 
bishops, in 
the letter, 
urge 
General 
Conference 
to give 
annual con¬ 
ferences 
more free¬ 
dom in how 
they organize, allow the election of a non- 
residential bishop to serve as president of 
the Council of Bishops and provide support 
for collecting consistent information from 
all annual conferences about their financial 
practices. 

The council said it favors adopting 
stronger and more transparent measures 
and procedures for the accountability of 
bishops. The bishops also said they would 
work with appropriate general church 
offices, seminary leadership and annual 
conference boards of ordained ministry to 
strengthen support for United Methodist 
seminaries, address curriculum require¬ 
ments and clarify expectations. 

The bishops said their annual confer¬ 
ences will strive to improve “recruitment 
and support of the most fruitful and effec¬ 
tive young clergy” and strengthen clergy 
recruitment, fonnation and the appointment 
process to improve vitality. 

Bishops voice concerns 

The bishops’ vote, by a show of hands, 
included a handful of “no” votes. The dis¬ 


senting voices included Denver Area 
Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky. 

After the vote, she said she would have 
preferred that the bishops could have regis¬ 
tered their support for each legislative pro¬ 
posal individually. Her motion during the 
meeting to allow that failed. 

She also would have preferred more 
conversation about the proposed Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry. “I 
think a certain amount of humility and 
doubt about what we do is appropriate,” 
she said. 

Still, she said she would support the 
action of the Council of Bishops and thinks 
the Interim Operations Team is trying to 
lead the denomination in the right direc¬ 
tion. 

Other bishops also voiced concerns, 
while some doubted how much effect the 

changes, if 
adopted, 
would have. 

Pittsburgh 
Area Bishop 
Thomas J. 
Bickerton 
asked what 
essential 
functions 
would be lost 
if $60 mil¬ 
lion that 
would ordi¬ 
narily go to 
general agen¬ 
cies over the 
next four 
years would 
be redistrib¬ 
uted. 

The pro¬ 
posed legis¬ 
lation would 
authorize the 
board of the 
newly creat¬ 
ed center to 
allocate $5 
million to 
theological 
education in central conferences outside the 
United States, $5 million for young peo¬ 
ple’s lay leadership development, and $50 
million for recruiting and training United 
Methodist ministerial students under the 
age of 35 and increasing vital congrega¬ 
tions. 

The Rev. Karen Greenwaldt, the Board 
of Discipleship’s top executive, told the 
council it is not yet clear exactly what the 
impact would be on ministries of the gener¬ 
al agencies. 

The impact could be severe. Agencies 
already face a more than 6 percent cut in 
their funding under the 2013-16 budget of 
$603 million, which the General Council 
on Finance and Administration has submit¬ 
ted to General Conference. Potentially, the 
redistribution could mean an additional loss 
in funding of almost 10 percent. 

“The list (of possible cuts in program¬ 
ming) is long and extensive, and, depend¬ 
ing on priorities and decisions made by 
folks after General Conference, we would 
have to make those very critical decisions,” 


Greenwaldt said, referring to her own 
agency’s work. 

East Angola Area Bishop Jose 
Quipungo does not expect the proposed 
restructuring to have much effect on the 
central conferences - church regions in 
Africa, Europe and the Philippines. 
However, he said, “It is good for us to rec¬ 
ognize we are not perfect, but the people 
called Methodist are working toward per¬ 
fection.” 

A number of bishops said they felt they 
could put the funds to better use at the 
annual conference and local church level. 

After the vote, Washington Area Bishop 
John R. Schol - who leads the bishops’ 
Vital Congregations Initiative - said he 
thinks overall the changes will better align 
the denomination to support vital congrega¬ 
tions. 

“Those are the congregations that are 
growing over time, reaching out to their 
communities, and they are engaging more 
of their laity in ministry,” he said. 

“Some of the changes we talked about 
today are legislative, but there’s far more 
change that’s really about leadership at all 
levels of the church - bishops, general 
agency staff, local congregations - all 
beginning to say we’re going to do some¬ 
thing different,” he said. 

In their letter, the bishops urge General 
Conference to: 

Give annual conferences freedom to 
organize their structures for greater fruitful¬ 
ness. 

Pennit the mid-quadrennium realloca¬ 
tion of up to $60 million from the general 
church funds for creating and increasing 
vital congregations. 

Provide for the Council of Bishops to 
elect a non-residential bishop as council 
president to help reform the council and 
focus its energies on core challenges. 

Create a United Methodist Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry under 
one board of directors to combine the func¬ 
tions of the Connectional Table and nine 
general agencies: the Board of Church and 
Society, Board of Global Ministries, Board 
of Discipleship, Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry, Commission on Archives and 
History, Council on Finance and 
Administration, Commission on Religion 
and Race, Commission on the Status and 
Role of Women and United Methodist 
Communications (which operates United 
Methodist News Service). The work would 
be organized into offices of shared services, 
congregational vitality, leadership excel¬ 
lence, missional engagement, and justice 
and reconciliation. 

Move the functions of the church’s ecu¬ 
menical agency, the Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns, to an office of the Council of 
Bishops. 

Set aside United Methodist Women and 
United Methodist Men as self-funded, offi¬ 
cial membership-based organizations. 

Provide a support system for collecting 
consistent information for all annual con¬ 
ferences about financial practices and rec¬ 
ommend to bishops and others strategies 
for reducing costs and increasing effective¬ 
ness. 



Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa pins an IOT proposal on the chart 
at Council of Bishops at Lake Junaluska, N.C. A UMNS photo 
by Ronny Perry 








NOVEMBER 11,2011 


Louisiana Conferenco/V^f/ 


7 


Nolley United Methodist Church, Alexandria District, hosts community-wide ‘Trunk or Treat’ 



Nolley United Methodist Church in the Alexandria District recently sponsored a fun-filled ‘Trunk-or-Treat’ for the community. Costumes ranged from scary to 
comical and the decorated trunks boasted many themes, such as the trunk, above right, toasting the nationally ranked LSU Tiger football team. 


Conference-wide event addresses role of the church in restoring justice 


BY PAT BATES 

On Oct. 29, First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge hosted nearly 80 
people of faith in a move to build a group 
of advocates for reducing violence in 
Louisiana’s homes. Called “Restoring 
Justice: People of Faith Uniting to End 
Domestic Violence,” the all-day conference 
was sponsored by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference’s Board of Church and Society, 
United Methodist Women, and United 
Methodist Men. 

Panelist Martha Forbes, Executive 
Director of Capital Area Family Violence 
Intervention Center (CAFVIC), told atten¬ 
dees that Louisiana is number two in the 
nation for murders of women by their 
domestic partners (Our state has been in 
the top five in this statistic since 1970). 
Summer Steib, training director for 
CAFVIC, said that one in four women will 
be a domestic violence victim during her 
lifetime. Steib asked attendees to think of 
four women who they are closest to and 
then asked, “Which of these four would 
you allow to be victimized without speak¬ 
ing up to protect and defend that girl or 
woman?” Southern professor Juan 
Barthelmy elaborated that domestic vio¬ 
lence is no respecter of gender. Men, as 
well as children and women, are victims. 
Members of every social class, socio-eco¬ 
nomic status or religious preference are 
victims. People we care most deeply 
about, along with our neighbors, are vic¬ 
tims or survivors of domestic violence. 

GBCS conference consultants and advo¬ 
cacy leaders Linda Bales Todd and Dr. Bill 
Mefford suggested during the afternoon 
working-session-by-district, that works of 
mercy, important as they are, must be 
undergirded by works of justice in order to 
create a movement to stop domestic vio¬ 
lence. It’s no longer enough, for example, 
to provide toiletries to one of the 20 shel¬ 
ters in the state. Louisiana’s clergy and 


laity must unite with professionals and oth¬ 
ers to take concrete steps for restorative 
justice, they said. Dr. Mefford asked, 

“How will Louisiana be different a year 
from now because of this conference.” 

As a member of the Conference Board 
of Church and Society and its restorative 
justice chair, I personally urge each deacon, 


each elder and each local pastor in our 
Annual Conference to commit to preach 
against domestic violence. The General 
Board of Church and Society provides a 
resource “preaching to save lives 
www.umc-gbcs.org. Click “topic” and go 
to “domestic violence.” 

Participants at the restorative justice 
event brainstonned on practical advocacy 
steps, coming up with ideas like continuing 


to build and strengthen relationships 
between our congregants and the Louisiana 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
(www.lcadv.org); educating congregations 
with the use of resources like the DVD “1 
Believe You,” produced by DIVA 
Communications; addressing teen dating 
violence in youth church programs and 


providing self-esteem building workshops 
for girls; educating and advocating from 
the pulpit; strengthening the connection 
between local churches and local shelters; 
coordinating advocacy efforts through the 
district superintendents; and holding dis¬ 
trict-wide candle-light vigils in cooperation 
with their area shelters. 

To quote Board of Church and Society 
Chair, Rev. James Graham, “The 


Conference was indeed worthy of our call¬ 
ing to serve the present age.” Rev. 
Bernadine Johnson echoed the same. In 
her expression of thanks to all program 
participants and attendees, UMW president 
Edna Hickman affirmed, “This is only the 
beginning. We can’t stop now!” Rev. 

Anice Moses, who led the morning devo¬ 
tion and was assisted by Rev. Darlene 
Moore, artist, along with Rev. Dr. Martha 
Orphe and her liturgical dance troupe, relat¬ 
ed the anticipated movement against 
domestic violence to the Song of Miriam 
and the Israelites’ freedom from slavery 
(Ex. 15:20-1). A connection was also made 
with the Civil Rights Movement. 

Violence survivor Christine Oliveaux, 
employee of the battered women’s program 
for Ouachita Parish, shared her story with 
participants. Rev. Johnson, who served as 
panel moderator, asked Oliveaux, “What 
did the Church do to help you?” Oliveaux 
said, “They told me they would pray for 
me.” Shortly thereafter, one of her family 
members was murdered. 

Rev. Wayne Evans, pastor of First UMC 
in DeRidder, said, “We the Church must. . 

. assist those harmed by this epidemic. We 
can do something ... as simple as taking 
business cards with the phone number of a 
shelter and putting them” in women’s rest¬ 
rooms in our churches. Bishop William 
Hutchinson said, “We as United Methodists 
... are committed to do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with our 
God. I pray you will find new ways to 
address [the issue of domestic violence, 
along with restorative justice, and poverty] 
and will leave this gathering with new 
resolve to be agents of change and mercy. “ 

At the conference I was asked a pointed 
question by a survivor, “Who is responsible 
for the inmate that gets out [of prison] and 
escapes and goes back and kills again? 

Who is held accountable for this?” 

1 had to think about it. Then I told her, 
“I am.” 



Shown at the recent Restoring Justice: People of Faith Uniting to End Domestic 
Violence conference are, standing, Margery Manuel, Kathleen Conrad, Rev. 
Darlene Moore, Juanita Lagarde, Roy Hawkins and, seated, Lillian Dominique, 
Noreen Ventress and Bartimus Thymes. 
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Visitors at Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Shreveport fill the food court area at the church’s Neighborhood Block Party on Oct. 30. This annual outreach 
event, which just celebrated its sixth year, invites the entire Shreveport-Bossier City community to the church for an evening of fun and fellowship. 


Primetimers programs 
target older adults 

If you are not familiar with 
Primetimers, it is an excellent program 
within the General Board of Global 
Ministries which offers educational and 
mission service for older adults. The events 
are 5-10 days long. For more information, 
visit www.primetimer.info Listed below 
are the dates and places for 2012. 

World Beat Connection — Jamaica 
(Event Code WBCJ12) 

Event Host: 

Methodist Church in the Caribbean and 
the Americas 

Methodist Manor, P.O. Box 22 
Browns Town, Jamaica 
Event Date: 

February 11-18,2012 
Cost Per Person: 

$1,000 - includes housing, meals, local 
transportation, supplemental accident 
insurance, entrance fees, Global Ministries 
administrative fee, and music. Participants 
are responsible for the cost of their trans¬ 
portation to and from the event. 

The Way of the Cross 
(Event Code WC12) 

Event Host: 

Methodist Border Friendship 
Commission 

c/o First United Methodist Church 
4200 N. McColl 
McAllen, TX 78504 
Event Date: 

March 18-25,2012 
Cost Per Person: 

$1,000 - includes housing, meals, local 
transportation, supplemental accident 
insurance, project fee, and Global 
Ministries administrative fee. Participants 
are responsible for their own transportation 
to and from the event. 


Year End Gifts 

The Year is Almost Over 

If you haven’t reached your charitable goals yet 
this year, we can help. 

Request or download our end of year gifts 
brochure and learn the many ways to make a gift 
to your United Methodist Church without dipping 
into savings. 

Best of all, you will be supporting 
the ministries you love while 
enjoying tax benefits on this 
year’s return and well into 
the future. 
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Get our end of year gifts brochure — 
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2012 Change the World event: Conference-wide 5K/Fun runs 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K 
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with 


the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held 
May 14 of this year, all of our local church¬ 
es are encouraged to participate in this very 
special event. 

The Conference Global Health 
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the 


Imagine No Malaria 5KAValks and plans 
on facilitating separate runs in strategic 
locations throughout the state of Louisiana 
on April 21. Race directors are mapping 

See 5K, page 2 


Ministry with the poor 



A volunteer from 
Bethany United 
Methodist Church in 
New Orleans works 
with an elementary 
school student during 
one of the church’s 
outreach efforts held 
on the conference¬ 
wide Day of Caring 
held May 14, 2011. 

Day of Caring was the 
focal point of the 
year-long conference 
focus on ministry 
with the poor. As part 
of this focus, United 
Methodist churches 
throughout the state 
have made year-long 
commitments to alle¬ 
viating the suffering 
of the poor. The arti¬ 
cle below chronicles 
a number of the 
efforts of local 
churches as they 
have carried out 
these projects and 
programs. 


Local churches ramp up ministry with the poor 


As part of the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference focus on ministry with the 
poor, United Methodist churches 
throughout the state have made extraordi¬ 
nary commitments of money and service 
to alleviate the suffering of the poor. 

Each local church was asked to make a 
formal commitment for service at the 
2011 Louisiana Annual Conference in 
Shreveport. Here are a few reports on 
some of the exciting work that is being 
accomplished by our churches. 

The Mission Society of Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Natchitoches 
(Alexandria District) hosted a women’s 
workshop entitled “Fruit of the Spirit.” 
Area churches were invited to attend the 
program which emphasized helping the 


sick, shut-ins and those in need. 
Participants donated diabetic socks which 
were distributed to nursing homes. The 
church also feeds the sick and shut-ins on 
the third Sunday of each month. 
Volunteers send cards, make telephone 
calls, and visit the nursing homes and 
hospitals in our area. 

Colfax United Methodist Church 
(Alexandria District) has teamed with the 
Cenla Food Bank and Colfax Elementary 
School to sponsor impoverished children 
in the food bank’s Backpack Program. 
Through the program, 15 children in 
need have been identified by the school. 
Church volunteers raise money to pro¬ 
vide for food from the Food Bank which 
is then placed in the children’s backpacks 


on a weekly basis. 

DeQuincy United Methodist Church 
(Lake Charles District) is involved in 
several projects with the Community 
Outreach Center, GRACE camp and 
working collaboratively with the local 
Catholic church to provide food at 
Thanksgiving. 

First United Methodist Church in 
Alexandria has supported a host of initia¬ 
tives in ministry with the poor. The 50/50 
Sunday School class has provided 
snacks, meals, clothing and needed items 
for organizations such as Boys and Girls 
Club, Salvation Army, Manna House and 
Hope House. Through the church’s 
STARS program, 45 area students have 

See With the poor, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A letter from the Council of Bishops 


Please read this letter from the Council of Bishops that was dis¬ 
tributed across the connection on Thursday, Nov. 10. Share it with 
your congregations as I share it with you. 

I will be writing a regular column for the next edition of the 
Louisiana Now!, which will lift up Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
and the wonderful ministry of mission teams throughout our con¬ 
ference as they serve locally and globally. 

In Christ's Love, Bishop William W. Hutchinson 

November 10, 2011 

Dear United Methodist Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ who calls us to faithfulness during a time 
of great and unsettling change around the world that God loves so deeply and also 
within the Body of Christ where Jesus is both head and redeemer. 

We give thanks for each one of you as you seek to be faithful witnesses and fruitful 
disciples wherever God has called you to live and share the grace that offers salvation 
to the world. Your faithfulness brings encouragement, inspiration and hope to us and to 
all who live in the influence of your witness. 

In a time when the world seems to be tom apart with division, inequality, injustice, 
hatred and violence, as Christians we bear responsibility to give witness to "a more 
excellent way" (ICorinthians 12:31). The church is not exempt from straggles. We are 
not the first to experience upheaval in culture and church and we are not the first to 
have serious and deep disagreements about issues of great importance. 

One of the deep disagreements and divisions within the church is over the practice 


of homosexuality, recently heightened by a group of clergy who have declared that they 
will perform holy unions in opposition to the Book of Discipline. This has caused dif¬ 
ferent experiences of deep pain throughout the church. As the bishops of the church, we 
commit ourselves to be in prayer for the whole church and for the brokenness our com¬ 
munities experience. Furthermore, we "implore families and churches not to reject or 
condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry 
for and with all persons" (par. 161F). We will continue to offer grace upon grace to all 
in the name of Christ. 

At times like these we call upon each other to remember and renew our covenant 
with God and with one another as United Methodist Christians. As bishops chosen, 
consecrated and assigned by the Church, we declare once again our commitment to be 
faithful to this covenant we have made. As the Council of Bishops we will uphold the 
Book of Discipline as established by General Conference. 

Even in the midst of our differences, we believe that we can together be about our 
mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We invite 
all United Methodists, lay and clergy, to join us in strengthening our congregations 
unto greater vitality for the sake of our mission. 

To that end, may we continue to live together in the spirit of Philippians 2:1-5: 
Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any sympathy, complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the 
same love, being united and agreeing with each other. Don’t do anything for selfish 
purposes but with humility think of others as better than yourselves. Instead of each 
person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better for others. Adopt 
the attitude that was in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 2:1-5). 

Your brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



mm 


5K, from page 1 

out details for each of the runs. These vol¬ 
unteers are United Methodists from our 
local churches who are also members of 
local certified running clubs. Guidelines 
and support provided by local running 
clubs will play key roles in putting on the 
runs. The race directors will work with vol¬ 
unteer committees, and the committees will 
engage other volunteers from as many 
local churches as possible in planning and 
putting on these events. As with our “Day 
of Caring” event, there is a task for every 
size church. Depending on available volun¬ 
teers and resources, churches can: 

•Provide a representative on one of the 
race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the 


run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the 
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up 
prayers on April 21 for the success of the 
event and the safety of the participants 

With the Imagine No Malaria 
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be 
working in unison to make this event a 
huge success. The race sites have been 
chosen to make volunteering as convenient 
as possible for every local church. This 
type of event has a strong appeal for chil¬ 
dren, youth and young adults! Details 
regarding the conference-wide event are 
progressing in order to give churches as 
much time as possible to plan for participa¬ 
tion. For more information, contact Betty 
Backstrom at bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 


The Child-Sized Church: 

Bible, Worship, Mission 
Children’s Ministry Training 

Hosted by the New Orleans District Ministry Team 
Jan. 7, 2012 

St. Charles United Methodist Church 
1905 Ormond Blvd., Destrahan, La. 

Cost: $3 or $5 after Jan. 1, 2012 
Lunch will be provided 

Focus on Children’s Church, Being the Church After School, 
Vacation Bible School, Working with Tweens, and more 
Contact Mary Anne Schindler, (985) 764-8386 or 
beronco@hotmail.com 


Louisiana Conferenca/V^^/ 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 
Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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President’s Report 


The Louisiana 
Conference United 
Methodist Women’s 
2011 Annual Meeting 
was a BIG success. 

We thank Shirley 
Ledbetter, Margaret 
Barr and all of the 
wonderful ladies of the 
Shreveport District and 
Broadmoor United Edna Brown 
Methodist Church. We Hickman 
were greeted by Bishop 
William Hutchinson, Shreveport District 
Superintendent, Don Avery and Pastor Ken 
Irby of Broadmoor UMC. We also 
received greetings via DVD from Kathleen 
Conrad Women’s Division Director, 
Staphenae Carey, South Central 
Jurisdiction Leadership Team and Mary 
Collins, Conference President of Church 
Women United. 


The 2011 UMW 
Annual Meeting held 
on October 7-8 at 
Broadmoor UMC, 

Shreveport, was filled 
with many memorable 
moments. The theme 
“Honoring the Past; 

Nurturing the Future” 
certainly lent itself to 
that purpose. The 
scripture was also 
appropriate. 

“One generation will commend your 
works to another; they will tell of your 
mighty acts. They will speak of the glori¬ 
ous splendor of your majesty, and I will 
meditate on your wonderful works.” Psalm 
145: 4-5 (NIV) 

The American Rose Center, located in 
Shreveport, is the largest rose garden in 
North America. Honoring this attraction 
was our logo of the heirloom rose in full 
bloom and the newly formed rose gave us a 
tangible picture of the idea behind the 
event. The theme’s focus was on honoring 
our past presidential leaders and the nurtur¬ 
ing of new leadership for our Conference 
organization. Several of our past 
Conference presidents were invited to 
come and participate in the development of 
the program. 

I can’t help being especially proud that 
this event took place in my own District of 
Shreveport under the leadership of our 
District President, Shirley Ledbetter and 
her executive team. They, with the help of 
several Conference Executive Officers, 
busied themselves for several months with 
detailed planning of the event. However, it 
could not have been possible without the 
help and support of several key people at 
the Broadmoor UMC, one of which was 
Unit President Mary Margaret Barr. We 
were afforded the use of the church’s 
recently renovated, beautiful and spacious 
facilities. I wish to commend each and 
everyone that worked to make this meeting 
a success. 

President Edna Hickman convened the 
38th Annual Meeting on Friday morning 


We received information from our mis¬ 
sion agency representatives from Dulac 
Community Center, MacDonnell United 
Methodist Children’s Services, and Sager 
Brown/UMCOR in Baldwin. 

Five of our past conference UMW pres¬ 
idents were with us. They were Gloria 
Bennett, Norma Winegeard, Patricia Cobb, 
Elouise Sanders and Lueburda Myers. Pat 
Cobb gave a rousing message on behalf of 
the past presidents as she recalled our his¬ 
tory from the stormy night in Boston to 
today, with special emphasis on the accom¬ 
plishments of the Louisiana Conference. 

Harriett Jane Olson, Deputy General 
Secretary, spoke to us from the campus of 
Scarett Bennett via a DVD played at the 
banquet and related the historical nature of 
that campus to the Methodist Church and 
to United Methodist Women. 

Bishop Hutchinson gave an inspirational 
message that moved us to tears when he 


after a processional of all Conference offi¬ 
cers and dignitaries. Bishop William 
Hutchinson gave us his welcoming address 
in the form of a most amusing and original 
poem designed for our organization. 

The Mission Candle burned for two 
hours, 28 minutes, and 33 seconds for a 
total of $4,346.43. I was honored and 
humbled to be selected as the Outstanding 
United Methodist Woman for 2011. It is an 
honor for which I am truly grateful. 

Our opening meditation was offered by 
Rev. Beverly Connelly, pastor of St. Paul 
UMC in Shreveport. She is a very dynam¬ 
ic speaker and touched all of us with her 
message concerning our theme. 

After a brief break, the afternoon was 
dedicated to the Conference Business ses¬ 



sion and various officers’ reports. We were 
shown a DVD from our Women’s Division 
Director, Kathleen Conrad. Staphenae 
Carey, South Central Jurisdiction represen¬ 
tative, greeted us and reminded us of the 
2012 Jurisdictional Celebration in Abilene, 
Tex., June 22 - 24. We also received a 
greeting and report from Church Women 
United President, Mary Collins. Our 
Louisiana Conference Mission Agencies 
were represented by their directors which 
included Jamie Billiot from Dulac; Kathy 
Krazia of UMCOR Sager Brown, and 
Conference Secretary, and Joyce 
Thibodeaux, read a report from Heidi 
Hillery of MacDonell Children’s Services. 

As a part of her report, our president, 
Edna Hickman, gave a very moving 
speech composed as her last time to 
address the Conference as acting president. 

Carolyn Dove and Fannie Reddix, 


asked the question, “Do you remember the 
day when you first met Jesus? Do you 
remember? When was it and where was 
it?” 

My farewell address included informa¬ 
tion on some accomplishments under my 
tenure as well as some of its trials and 
tribulations. 1 ended with a challenge to 
our membership to “not give up, for God 
has brought us too far to leave us.” Thank 
you UMW for the memories. 

Our installation service took place on 
Saturday, October 8. The new Executive 
Team members are: 

Barbara Ferguson, President 
Judy Willis, Vice President 
Joyce Thibodeaux, Secretary 
Brenda Marks, Treasurer 
Juanita Lagard, Spiritual Growth 
Myma Freeman, Education & 
Interpretation 

Anita Hansberry, Communications 

Reports on 2011 

standing in for past President Harriette 
Elrod, conducted the service of honoring 
the retiring Conference officers. Those 
officers retiring were President Edna 
Brown Hickman; Secretary of Program 
Resources, Dorothy Kimball; 
Communications Coordinator, Lana 
Lathan; and Membership, Nurture and 
Outreach Coordinator, Ethel Lilly. 

On Friday evening, we assembled in the 
gymnasium for the banquet. Our 
Conference song leader, Norma Anderson, 
and her sister, Becky Bell, harmonized 
“His Eye is on the Sparrow”. Broadmoor 
associate minister Rev. Matt Rawle sang a 
beautiful rendition of “Let Him Live” from 
“Les Miserables.” Emily Willet of 
Centenary sang a rousing “Button up Your 



Overcoat”. 

Past President Eloise Sanders introduced 
Past President Pat Cobb who addressed the 
gathering. She shared with us many of her 
memories while serving the Conference. 
President Hickman honored the past presi¬ 
dents who were there. Those who attended 
were Eloise Sanders, Pat Cobb, Gloria 
Bennett, Lueburda Myers and Norma 
Winegeart. She gave each of them a 
Wesleyan china teacup and saucer from 
England which had been provided by Past 
President Harriette Elrod. They also 
received a Special Recognition pin and 
framed certificate. Mary Adele Crompton, 
Janet Hoffpauir, Amy Ward and Harriette 
Elrod, who were not present, will receive 
their awards at a later date. 

On Saturday morning, we participated 
in the Pledge Service. The amount pledged 
for 2012 is $187,000. The service of the 



UMW Conference Vice President 



Judy Willis 


Coordinator 

Ouida Smith, Membership, Nurture & 
Outreach Coordinator 

Jonelle Ducrest, Program Resources 

Laura Salguero, Social Action 
Coordinator 

Carrie Roy, Chairperson, Committee on 
Nominations 

We will celebrate United Methodist 
Women’s Sunday on January 22, 2012 with 
the theme “Honoring the Past, Nurturing 
the Future.” We pray that we will all have 
a very spirit-filled UMW Sunday. 

We wish for all of you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! This is 
Edna Brown Hickman “signing off’ as 
your Conference President but God willing, 

I will see you around, very soon. 

In His Name, 

Edna Hickman 

Annual Meeting 

Installation of new officers was conducted 
by Past President Lueburda Myers. The 
list of newly elected Conference Officers 
includes President, Barbara Ferguson; 
Membership Nurture & Outreach, Ouida 
Smith; Communications Coordinator, Anita 
Hansberry; and Secretary of Program 
Resources, Janell Ducrest. Returning 
Officers for 2012 - 2013 are Secretary, 

Joyce Thibodeaux and Education & 
Interpretation, Myma Freeman. 

Committee on Nominations elected Sandy 
DeCelle for Class of 2012. 

The morning message was delivered by 
our Bishop Hutchinson. It was taken from 
a story about a family and the day they 
stopped what they were doing and went out 
to fly kites. Its message was about not for¬ 
getting to ‘remember’ the important times 
and people in our lives. It touched us very 
profoundly. Afterward, Bishop Hutchinson 
and other pastors led us in Holy 
Communion. 

The live heirloom rosebush on the left 
of the altar was given to outgoing President 
Edna Hickman and the budding knock-out 
rosebush on the right of the altar was given 
to our new president, Barbara Ferguson. 

By way of a very cute skit performed by 
officers from the Acadiana District, we 
were all invited to attend the 2012 Annual 
Meeting at First United Methodist Church 
in downtown Lafayette. 

Immediately after the service, all 
District Officers went to their classes for 
District Elected Leaders Training (DELT). 
Our district officer, Judy Nugent, took a 
group of 26 persons who were not involved 
in the training for a visit to the Barnwell 
Arts Center in Shreveport. The experience 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attend¬ 
ed. 

All in all, the United Methodist 
Women’s Annual Meeting for 2011 was a 
very memorable event. 

Yours in Christ, 

Judy Willis, Conference Vice President 
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Conrad shares 2011 Women’s Division fall board meeting highlights 


The Women’s 
Division fall board 
meeting was held in 
New York City during 
the time our 
Conference Annual 
meeting was held. 

What a joy it was to be 
two places at once 
thanks to technology! 

The first day of the 
meeting, directors, 
guests and staff were afforded the opportu¬ 
nity to hear Liberian peace activist, Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee in a 
press conference that was held in the 
chapel at 475 Riverside Drive! Gbowee 


had initially been scheduled for a book 
signing the day she was selected to be one 
of the three women to receive the Noble 
Peace Prize!! What an exciting way to 
begin the opening day!!! 

The excitement continued on Saturday 
as persons in attendance previewed a new 
five-part series titled Women, War & 

Peace, which premiered on PBS October 
18 and concluded November 8. Abigail 
E. Disney, executive producer, was instru¬ 
mental in creating the series. Mrs. 

Disney introduced the series and concluded 
with a question and answer period follow¬ 
ing her presentation. For additional infor¬ 
mation please visit the website, women- 
warandpeace.org or on Facebook, 


http//www.facbook.com/WomenWarPeace 
or Twitter@ Women WarPeace. 

Strategic planning and discussions of 
the new structure continue in preparation 
for General Conference. Rev. Stephanie 
Spellers, Episcopal priest and author of 
Radical Welcome led a session on that 
topic. 

Coming Soon: 

-Jurisdictional Quadrennial Meeting 
2012 

-The Journey (2011 Spiritual Growth 
Study) now available on Kindle!!! 

-The Prayer Calendar 2012 will have a 
new look & prayers included)!!! 

-The December 2011 issue of Response 
Magazine will feature “Message from the 


Director” and the article written by myself 
New Mission Studies for 2012 

Adult: Spiritual Growth:Immigration in 
the Bible 

Geographic: Haiti 
Issue: Poverty 
Youth: Haiti 
Children: Poverty 
Save the Date: Aug. 2-5, 2012 
Young Women’s Event for ages 14-1 7 
and 18-30 at Duke University in Durham, 
North Carolina 

Scripture: Esther 4:14 
Registration and more information 
coming soon! 

Kathleen Conrad 
Women’s Division Director 



Kathleen 

Conrad 


Restoring Justice 


conference declares “Say No To Domestic Violence” 


Restoring Justice: People of Faith 
Uniting To End Domestic Violence was 
the theme for the first Louisiana Annual 
Conference United Methodist Church 
Domestic Violence Conference held 
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011 at First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
Louisiana. Representatives of United 
Methodist churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, Capital 
Intervention Center, and other nonprofit, 
and faith-based organizations were in 
attendance. 

The opening session was led by Rev. 
Dr. Martha Orphe’s liturgical dancers, and 
Rev. Darlene Moore, visual artist. A devo¬ 
tion was given by Rev. Anice Moses of 
Warren United Methodist Church in Lake 
Charles, La. Martha G. Forbes, executive 
director; Summer Steib, director of educa¬ 
tion and training for the Capital Area 
Family Violence Intervention Center of 
Baton Rouge; and Dr. Juan J. Barthelemy, 
assistant professor of social work at 
Louisiana State University led a panel dis¬ 
cussion on domestic violence. A question 


and answer period followed the presenta¬ 
tion. Martha Forbes noted that the state of 
Louisiana is number two in the nation for 
women killed by domestic violence and 
that one in 14 men are also victims. The 
Battered Women’s Program is one of 20 
agencies that serve seven parishes, six 
states, and two other countries in the 
Capital Area Family Violence Intervention 
Center, which is located in Baton Rouge, 
La. 

The afternoon session began with Rev. 
Bemadine Johnson and Laura Salguero, 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women’s Social Action Coordinator, 
who introduced two domestic violence 
survivors who shared their experiences of 
domestic violence and recovery. Dr. 
Patricia T. Bates, chair of Restorative 
Justice for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference United Methodist Church 
Board of Church and Society, coordinat¬ 
ed the afternoon session which related to 
creating more effective and strategic goal 
setting for advocacy and awareness work 
in the area of domestic violence in 2012. 


This session was led by Dr. Bill Mefford, 
director of Civil and Human Rights of the 
General Board of Church and Society, and 
Linda Bales Todd, a director of the 
General Board of Church and Society. 
Edna Hickman, Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women’s President, and 
Kathleen Conrad, United Methodist 
Women’s Division Director, presented 
information for the participants to put 
faith in action in advocating against 
domestic violence. Rev. Clifton C. 

Conrad concluded the session stressing 
the need for healing and reconciliation for 
the victim and abuser, and recommended 
that the participants get involved by par¬ 
ticipating in the spiritual growth study, 

The Journey, Forgiveness, Restorative 
Justice, and Reconciliation written by 
Stephanie Hixon and Thomas Porter. 

CEU credits were awarded to clergy 
and lay participants meeting the require¬ 
ments of the advanced preparation, which 
included the reading of at least one of the 
recommended texts: The Journey, 
Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and 


Reconciliation by Stephanie Hixon and 
Thomas Porter; Weaving a Just Future for 
Children: an Advocacy Guid, by Diane 
Olson and Laura Dean Friedrich, or We 
Were the Least of These: Reading the 
Bible with Survivors of Sexual Abuse by 
Elaine Heath. 

The event was sponsored by Louisiana 
Annual Conference United Methodist 
Women and the Board of Church and 
Society. Additional support was provided 
by Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Men, Louisiana Annual 
Conference Board of Laity, and the United 
Methodist General Board of Church and 
Society. 

For additional information and pro¬ 
grams on advocacy concerning domestic 
violence, contact: Office of Child and 
Family Advocacy , 777 UN Plaza, 11th 
Floor, New York, NY 1007 or read the 
info regarding domestic violence on the 
website: unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Submitted by Kathleen Conrad, 

Women’s Division Director 


Local pastor offers personal reflections on domestic violence at event 


Rev. Darlene A. Moore shared the fol¬ 
lowing moving and heartfelt "Reflections 
On Domestic Violence Awareness ” at the 
October 29 Domestic Violence Conference. 

As a little girl with chubby cheeks, 1 
saw my cousin on the phone at my grand¬ 
mother’s house talking to her mother who 
lived in another town. 

Now, I see Him, her husband, dragging 
his wife by her hair, out of my grandmoth¬ 
er’s house, down the stairs and across the 
yard screaming. 

As a teenager, I heard Him, bouncing 
my neighbor, his lawfully wedded wife off 
their walls as I walked by on the way to 
school. 

As a young adult, I saw Miss. 

_University cover up her blackened 

and bruised eyes by her fraternity and fine 
popular on campus boyfriend with makeup 
and glazed and numbed eyes. 

As a seminarian, I heard about preach¬ 
ers, Christians, Professors, and deacons 
teaching Bible Study and beating their 
spouses and children horrifically. It was all 


in the appearance of being the perfect little 
“Church or Christian Family.” 

As a Professional and Laborer in God’s 
Vineyard, I smiled as I heard my grand¬ 
mother tell the story to report how my best 
friend /cousin who had been married to an 
abuser this time moved when he went to 
beat her and this time (grandmother chuck¬ 
led to keep from crying) his hand missed 
her and went straight into the China cabinet 
and he started hollering like a wimp as 
blood started spurting out everywhere! 
(Smile) 

As a mature woman, mother, advocate, 
writer, and artist, I simply offer up my gifts 
as a “balm in awareness” and share these 
reflections as a motivating factor to get out 
and to stop the domestic violence now. 
Showers of Blessings 
Darlene A. Moore 
darleneamoore7@yahoo.com 
337/948-2064 

P.S Available for writing sessions and 
art sessions that help bring awareness and 
healing. 
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Upcoming UMW 
Issue Information 

This United Methodist Women’s 
insert is published in the 
Louisiana Now! four times per 
year: January, May, August, 
and November. As my term 
comes to an end, I send a fond 
farewell to you all. Please 
accept my thanks for allowing 
me to serve and grow in United 
Methodist Women. 

Please note the new contact 
information as we welcome 
Anita H. Hansberry as our new 
Conference Communications 
Coordinator. Send your news 
items to: 

Anita H. Hansberry 
ahansb@bellsouth.net 
Thanks for your continued sup¬ 
port and cooperation! 

The deadline for UMW articles for 
the Jan. 13,2012 edition of the 
Louisiana Now! is Dec. 1, 2011 


Updates from Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 


Dear Ladies, 

Every year, the Women’s Division col¬ 
lects information from our local and district 
units in order to better evaluate the needs 
for resource and programs for the 
United Methodist Women. At this time 
Marisa Villarreal (Women’s Division) and 
her group are working hard to get this 
information to you in the best way possi¬ 
ble. Please continue your counts as previ¬ 
ously directed. When I receive further 
direction from Women’s Division, I will 
forward the directions to the appropriate 
contacts. 

This year, we received nominations 
from four districts (Alexandria, Lake 
Charles, New Orleans and Shreveport) for 


Christmas request from 
Dulac Community Center 

During the past year, the Dulac 
Community Center has seen an increase in 
needs and a decrease in fimding/donations. 
With disasters occurring in many areas 
of the country, volunteers in mission are 
stretched thin and donations are diverted to 
other areas. The lower areas of south 
Louisiana are seeing some residual effect 
of the BP oil spill, causing a decline in 
fishing revenues. The food bank at the 
Dulac Community Center has seen a major 
increase of individuals needing food, and 
even the need for school supplies has 
increased. Tropical Storm Lee caused 
some flood damage to the Community 
Center. The Dulac Community Center has 
been blessed to work with other organiza¬ 
tions to help meet some needs, however 
there is still a gap. Our housing rehabilita¬ 
tion program has about 40 open cases, with 
a total of 25 volunteers that come through 


Edna Hickman, for nomination for the 
position of President of South Central 
Jurisdiction (2013) 

Staphenae Carey, who will be complet¬ 
ing a four year tenn on the South Central 
Jurisdiction Leadership Team, Committee 
on Nominations 

Kathleen Conrad, for serving as 
Women’s Division Director, who will be 
completing two quadrennial tenns 

Martha Holeman, recipient of the 2011 


the “Woman in Mission” for this year. 

All of the women were committed to 
work in their local and district units. We 
can only choose one for the award. Chosen 
this year for the award was Martha 
Holeman fromthe Shreveport District. A 
few weeks after the Annual Meeting, she 
lost her husband. Please keep Martha and 
her family in prayer. 

UM Women Worldwide will celebrate 
UMW Sunday on January 22, 2012. Our 
Louisiana Conference theme is “Honoring 
the Past, Nurturing the Future.” 

The emphasis of this special day is 
increasing membership. It is our hope that 
each of your units will have success in this 
goal and enjoy a spirit-filled time together 


since July. The need is still there in our 
communities, and we are asking you to 
consider us in your upcoming holiday giv¬ 
ing. 

The Dulac Community Center is prepar¬ 
ing for the upcoming Christmas season and 
in this tough economy, we are reaching out 
to you, our supporters, to help make it an 
easier one for families. We will be holding 
a Christmas dinner in the middle of 
December, complete with a gift-giving 
Santa Claus. We at the Community Center 
are asking for donations to help purchase 
small food items for families as well as 
small gifts for local children. We want each 
child to walk away with something, so to 
help lessen the burden for their families 
this holiday season. Our staff recognizes 
that gifts are a luxury, and some families 
may be in need of food items to make their 
season brighter. If we are unable to pur¬ 
chase full gift baskets, we would at least 
hope to offer a can good pantry where fam- 


Womcrn in Mission Award, Louisiana 
Conference UMW 

Judy Willis, recipient of the Presidential 
Award as Outstanding United Methodist 
Woman for 2011. 

Dolores Giles, Barbara Ferguson, 
Lueburda Myers- upcoming nominees for 
Women’s Division Directors 

Louisiana Conference UMW delegates 
to the 2012 Quadrennial Meeting: Myma 
Freeman, Juanita Lagard, Brenda Marks, 


while welcoming new persons to the won¬ 
derful experience of UMW! 

December 2011 will end my last year 
with you as your Conference Coordinator 
for Membership, Nurture and Outreach. I 
met many new friends and traveled to 
many places. We welcome Ouida Smith as 
the new MNO coordinator for Louisiana 
Conference UMW and we thank her for 
serving. 

Thank you, one and all for your sup¬ 
port and all the good work that you are 
doing and will do. It has been a joyful 
experience working with every one of you! 

Ethel Lilly 

from UM Women 

ilies can choose items to take home. Please 
consider donating to the Dulac Communtiy 
Center this Christmas season. 

Jamie Joy Billiot 
Executive Director 
Dulac Community Center 
Office:(985) 563-7483 
Cell: (985) 665-2030 
www.DulacCommunityCenter.org 
New Orleans District planning benefit 
for North Rampart Community Center 
In the past few years, the North 
Rampart Community Center has held a 
gala activity as a fund raiser during the first 
week of December. However, no activity 
is scheduled for this year. The New Orleans 
District UMW members are planning a 
special activity to benefit North Rampart 
and hope to schedule that activity for early 
spring 2012. Please watch for upcoming 
announcements on this exciting benefit 
event! 


updates and tips 

cost when at least one copy of every book 
from all seven categories is purchased. 

The seven categories are: Education for 
Mission, Leadership Development, 
Nurturing for Community, Social Action, 
Spiritual Growth, Children, and Youth. 

The Call to Prayer packet is also avail¬ 
able through the Mission Resource Center 
. Additional info can be found through the 
website www.missionresourcecenter.org 
The resource center can be reached at 
800-305-9857 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. central 
standard time, Monday-Friday. Contact the 
office for additional information on the 
resources and specials offered this year. 


Carrie Roy, Laura Salguero, Joyce 
Thibodeaux and alternate, Sarnmie Jo 
Perkins 

Joyce Thibodeaux, on her election to the 
position of secretary of the West Gulf 
Regional Planning Team 

Laura Salguera, Louisiana Conference 
UMW Social Action Coordinator, for a job 
well done in coordinating registration and 
other details for “Restoring Justice” 


Agencies continue to need support 


2012 Reading Program highlights 


For 140 years, United Methodist 
Women and its predecessor organizations 
have been involved in mission that includes 
prayer, study and action. The Mission 
Resource Center is the primary source for 
reading program materials but local 
libraries are also a good resource, along 
with the inter-library loan system. The 
Reading Program is a study opportunity 
but should also lead to action.mportant 
reminders include the need to: 

□ Take these concerns seriously to heart 
and to prayer. 

0 Try to leam more about the issues 
that affect others because concern for our 
fellow man is what is expected of us spiri¬ 


tually. 

There are basics to the reading program 
each year which include various participa¬ 
tion requirements: 

□ You can participate through one of 
four reading program plans, each of which 
requires a specific number of books to be 
read during the year.is year’s period, titles 
read from the 2008 reading list will be 
credited through December 31, 2012.) 

C Bonus books are still available and 
count as two books for various categories. 

C Various specials are available again 
for the 2012 program include Gift 
Certificates in increments of $ 15-S35. 

□ $20 will cover the entire shipping 


UMW congratulations are in order to.. 
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Calling all artists !!!! Let your talents shine!! 

Again this year, Schools of Christian Mission will be held world wide. The 2012 
theme is “That All May Have Life’’. A contest is in progress to find the best picture 
interpretation of our theme. Anyone can enter by submitting a drawing of their 
interpretation of the theme. Submissions should be on 8 14 x 11 inch paper. Two 
copies are requested-one in black and white and one in color. ALL ENTRIES will 
be featured in the program book for the West Gulf Regional School of Mission in 
June, 2012. The winning interpretation will be used as the cover for the West Gulf 
School of Mission. PLEASE ENTER or encourage someone to do so. You may 
want to work as a team. ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY January 31, 
2012. Please send entries to the attention of: 

Joyce Thibodeaux, Louisiana Conference UMW Representative 
West Gulf Regional Planning Team 
113 Oakdale Loop 
Houma, LA 70360 

(337) 985-868-0100 (home phone); e-mail: spiderlilly246@aol.com 

The entry form is self explanatory. You must include a narrative explanation of 
your drawing in 50 words or less and sign the release to use the entry. GOOD 
LUCK! 

West Gulf Regional School of Christian Mission 
Women’s Division of the General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
ENTRY FORM FOR PROGRAM BOOK ART 

1) The logo design is to illustrate the artist’s conception of the current theme. 

2) The logo must be submitted on 8 Vi” x 11” white paper, copy ready. 

3) AII logos are to be submitted in black and white, and if possible in color. 

4) A brief statement. Fifty (50) words or less, explaining the drawing must 
accompany the submitted art. Back of form may be used to write statement. 
*(see sample statement below) 

5) Copyright authorization must be completed on form below. 

The West Gulf Regional Planning team will select one of the submitted logos to be 
used on the cover of the Regional School Program Book. It may also be used on 
a banner, other display and/or in a power-point presentation. Submitted artwork 
not selected for the cover may be used in other ways. 

2012 THEME: “That All May Have Life” 

John 10:10 “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

The form below must be completed by the artist and submitted along with the logo 
design. Designs and forms are to be sent to the Conference Representative to the 
Regional School Planning Team by January 31, 2012. 

Please include the following information: 

Name of artist(s):_ 

E-mail address:_ 

Home Address:_ 

Telephone:_ 

Conference:_ 

Church:_ 

Permission to use artwork is given with the signature of the artist below. 

Artist signature: _ 


Louisiana Conference UMW 

Calendar of Events for the Year 2012 

United Methodist Women Sunday - 

January 22, 2012 

Midyear Executive Committee Meeting - 
Concurrent Finance, Membership and 

February 4, 2012 

Nominations Committee - 

March 17, 2012 

South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial 
Meeting-Abilene Convention Center 

June 22-24, 2012 

Theme: “Women Responding to God’s Love & Grace” 

2012 West Gulf Regional School - 
Campus of McCurry University 

Theme: “That All May Have Life” 

June 25-28, 2012 

Conference UMW Executive Committee 
Meeting - 

Conference UMW School of Christian 

July 17, 2012 

Mission - 

July 18-21, 2012 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting - 

October 11, 2012 

UMW Annual Meeting/DELT - 
Program, School of Christian Mission 

October 12-13, 2012 

Committees - 

November 17, 2012 


Scenes from 2011 UMW programs 

Hoping that you enjoy browsing these various scenes from our 2011 UMW activi¬ 
ties and events which include our conference retreat, School of Mission & 
Annual Meeting 2011 and the Conference on Domestic Violence. 

2011 UMW Annual Meeting 


2011 UMW Retreat 



2011 UMW Domestic Violence Conference 
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Jennings UMC and Rev. Sheri Zehner recipients of ecumenical awards 


Jennings United Methodist Church and 
Rev. Sheri Zehner, pastor of St. Paul’s 
UMC in Harahan, have been given 
Ecumenical Awards for leadership in coop¬ 
erative ministry between churches and 
faiths in our state. The awards are given by 
the Louisiana Conference Commission on 
Christian Unity and Inter-Religious 
Concerns. 

Jennings UMC is the recipient of the 
Congregational Award for its “Caring 
Hands” ministry, which helps meet the 
needs of the underserved in Jefferson Davis 
Parish. Rev. Zehner, recipient of the 
Individual Award, is being recognized for 
her work with the East Jefferson Interfaith 
Clergy Association. 

“Our hope is that the award will shed 
light on just how effective it can be to form 
local connections and work with people of 
other denominations and faiths to do God’s 
work,” said Rev. John Deschner, commis¬ 
sion chair. 

“Caring Hands” was started by two 
members of Jennings UMC, Margaret Ford 
and Liz Mack. Eleven years ago, the two 
women sent letters to area churches invit¬ 


ing them to discuss what could be done to 
meet the needs of the underserved in 
Jennings. Caring Hands was bom, and the 
ecumenical outreach ministry now serves 
all of Jefferson Davis Parish by helping to 
meet needs in the areas of food, clothing 
and other services. 

Rev. Sheri Zehner is serving as the 
convener of the East Jefferson Interfaith 
Clergy Association. The group includes 
Muslim, Christian and Jewish clergy who 
meet monthly in the belief that they can 
have a greater impact on the community if 
they are in authentic relationship with one 
another. In 2008, the association organized 
a community response to a Ku Klux Klan 
hate crime. On the tenth anniversary of 9- 
11, they organized a joint community serv¬ 
ice project with members of the Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim communities. During 
monthly meetings, they have visited each 
other’s places of worship, explored each 
other’s scriptures, shared their faith jour¬ 
neys with each other, and had programs 
about various community issues. 

Also nominated for the Congregational 
Award were First UMC in Gonzales for 


“Bags of Hope”; the Wesley Foundation at 
Louisiana Tech for “One”; the Wesley 
Foundation of University of La. at Monroe 
for “Project 17”; and Trinity UMC in 
Baldwin for “Second Harvest.” 

Through “Bags of Hope,” four churches 
in Gonzales serve sack suppers weekly to 
around 120 children and adults in the com¬ 
munity who are hungry. 

“One,” developed by the leaders of 
three campus ministries at Louisiana Tech, 
has brought about a weekly joint worship 
service led by the participating campus 
ministries. Their goal is to worship as 
“one” body of Christ on the campus, 
regardless of one’s denomination. 

“Project 17” is an ecumenical gathering 
on ULM’s campus for worship and out¬ 
reach. In conjunction with the project, a 48- 
hour prayer vigil brings various campus 
ministries together. 

“Second Harvest Food for the Needy” 
was started by Trinity UMC in partnership 
with Yahweh Deliverance Church. The 
ministry is currently serving about 200 
people weekly by providing groceries and 
helping the needy with unpaid bills, minor 


repairs and assistance with funeral costs. 

Those nominated for the Individual 
Award included Helen Campbell of 
Summerfield UMC, Lehman Martin of 
Holly Grove UMC, and Rev. John L. 
Vining of Abbeville UMC. 

Helen Campbell is “building bridges” 
by organizing such community events as 
“Missions Night” at a local fire station. The 
event featured presentations from mission¬ 
aries, a free barbeque dinner, and fundrais¬ 
ing for the missionaries through donations. 

Lehman Martin has a passion for bring¬ 
ing churches together for worship, music, 
fellowship and southern cooking. Lehman 
orchestrated open air concerts at Holly 
Grove UMC. These are always free events 
for the whole community and are attended 
by people of many denominations. 

In 2003, Rev. John Vining and several 
other pastors from Abbeville formed the 
Vermilion Parish Pastor’s Prayer Group. 
Nine pastors from different churches meet 
weekly to pray for each other and work 
together on community projects. They host 
annual pulpit exchanges and a 
Thanksgiving Service. 
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Vacherie UMC 


Vacherie United Methodist Church 
recently collected games, books, and 
stuffed animals that will be donated for the 
use of pediatric patients at St. James Parish 
Hospital. Pictured are Rachel Becnel, 
director of Business Development, and 


Mary Ellen Pratt, CEO of the hospital. 
Also pictured are church members Wayne 
and Merle Smith, Tom and Rita Shaddock, 
Paul and Bonnie Bush, and Christine 
Lindsey. 


St. Matthew UMC - Kenner 



A miniature “Batman” joined nearly 
750 revelers to participate in St. 
Matthew UMC’s sixth annual Trunk or 
Treat held on the church’s campus in 
Kenner. Festivities included face paint¬ 
ing, mask making, cupcake decorating, 
games, rope climbing and a hayride for 
the children. The annual Trunk or Treat 


is just one of the many community- 
focused events that St. Matthew UMC 
offers. Additional events include a fall 
craft fair, a Christmas dinner and con¬ 
cert, a spring garage sale, Vacation Bible 
School and fish fry dinners. For more 
information about St. Matthew UMC, go 
to www.stmatthewsumc. 


Upper Room 5-day academy helps refresh ‘body, mind and soul’ 


Whether clergy or lay, most of us spend 
a great deal of time tending to souls. 
Unfortunately we neglect tending to our 
own souls in the process. This often leads 
to burnout. As a busy administrator and 
program director I had reached the point 
where I questioned my call. I was intro¬ 
duced to a wonderful event that changed 
my life, The Upper Room Spiritual 
Academy in 2003. 

You have an opportunity to refresh your 
body, mind and soul at the “5 Day 
Academy for Spiritual Formation”, an 
Upper Room event, February 12-17, 2012 
to be held at the Wesley Center, 


Woodward, La. An added bonus will be 
your refreshment will enable you to be a 
better “soul-tender.” 

The Upper Room sponsors five-day and 
two-year academies throughout the U.S. 
and is expanding to other nations. I had 
the privilege of attending Academy XX in 
Alabama from 2003-2005. Each quarter I 
would spend a week with fellow pilgrims 
and outstanding speakers, in a daily rhythm 
of worship, soul stirring music, covenant 
groups, silence and reflection. It is holy 
and life renewing. 

This same experience in a five-day for¬ 
mat is being brought to Louisiana confer¬ 


ence for the first time. The event is open to 
all denominations. The team, headed by 
Rev. Donnie Wilkinson, is already prepar¬ 
ing for the sojourners to come. 

Registrations have already been received 
from Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Louisiana. 

Our speakers will be Robert Mulholland 
(‘Shaped by the Word” and “The Deeper 
Journey”) and Marjorie Thompson (Soul 
Feast: an Invitation to the Christian 
Spiritual Life” and “Companions in Christ: 
The Way of Forgiveness”). I have had the 
privilege of hearing both of these spiritual 
leaders and 1 know they will speak to your 


heart and stretch your mind as they have 
mine.Visit www. for more information. 

As we come to the end of 201,1 perhaps 
you have continuing education dollars that 
can serve as a deposit or pay in full for 
your registration costs. Whether you seek 
CEUs or just want to grow this five day 
retreat will feed you, refresh and renew you 
to better serve our Lord. 

Dianne Wilkinson 

Ministry of Administration and 
Programming 

Benton United Methodist Church 

318-965-2273 

Dianne.wilkinson@bentonumc.org 
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L.E.A.D. conference a success 


Bishop Gregory Palmer, Episcopal leader for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, speaks with Rev. Ellen Alston, Alexandria District 
Superintendent, and Rev. Don Cottrill, provost, during the L.E.A.D. confer¬ 
ence held in Baton Rouge on Nov. 12. The conference-wide event focused 
on excellence in leadership, worship, evangelism, administration and disci- 
pleship in United Methodist local churches. 



World AIDS Day events scheduled 


A somber crowd is shown as they stood on the levee of the Mississippi River for 
a World AIDS Day memorial service held in 2009 in Baton Rouge. The confer¬ 
ence’s Global Health Initiative committee is planning several such events for 
early December of this year. Visit the home page of the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org to find out details. A UMNS file photo by Betty Backstrom. 


With the poor, from page 1 

been bussed to First UMC for music, art 
activities and tutoring. The church provid¬ 
ed school supplies for the children housed 
at Turning Point, a home for battered and 
abused women and children. A special 
project known as “Buddy Camp” pairs 
children ages 5-12, both with and without 
developmental challenges, to participate in 
a week-long summer day camp. 

Magnolia and St. Luke UMCs in Baton 
Rouge have partnered with the St. Vincent 
DePaul kitchen, providing church volun¬ 
teers to serve meals at the facility through¬ 
out the year and collecting food items for 
donation. They are also assembling “Santa 
bags” for children coming through the 
facility. 

Additional reports regarding the excit¬ 
ing efforts of our local churches in min¬ 
istry with the poor will be published soon. 


Youth Ministry Positions 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
in Bossier City and Aldersgate 
UMC in Slidell are both seeking 
full-time Directors of Youth 
Ministries. For Asbury, visit 
www.asburybossier.org to see a 
full job description and email 
resumes to 

angelapfanner@asburybossier.org 
For Aldersgate, a full job descrip¬ 
tion is posted under Employment 
Opportunities on the menu bar of 
their website: http://www.alders- 
gate-slidell.org Send resumes and 
cover letter, including your philos¬ 
ophy of youth ministry, by Dec. 2 
to mlizana@aldersgate-slidell.org 
or mail to: 360 Robert Blvd., 

Slidell, LA 70458-1398 


Gift Annuity Rates Decrease January 1 

Lock in Today's Higher Rates While You Still Can! 



Payout rates on charitable gift annuities will decrease 
by .5% to .8% on January 1! You can still lock in today’s 
rates and get more from your charitable gift annuity for 
the rest of your life. 

Transferring your cash or property in exchange for a 
charitable gift annuity provides: 

• fixed income for life 

• an immediate income tax deduction 

• partially tax-free income 

• support for your church forever 


Contact us to lock in today's 
attractive rates, guaranteed for life! 


One-Life 

Age Rate* 

60 

4.8% 

65 

5.3% 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.5% 

80 

7.5% 

85 

8.4% 

90+ 

9.8% 


*Rates good through 12/31/11 
Two-life rates are lower. 
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Change the World event: Conference-wide 5K/Fun runs 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K 
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with 
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held 


May 14 of this year, all of our local church¬ 
es are encouraged to participate in this very 
special event. 

The Conference Global Health 
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the 
Imagine No Malaria 5K/Walks and plans 
on facilitating separate runs in strategic 


locations throughout the state of Louisiana 
on April 21. Race directors are mappingout 
details for each of the runs. These volun¬ 
teers are United Methodists from our local 
churches who are also members of local 

See 5K, page 8 


World AIDS Day 



Participants in a service of remembrance held Dec. 1 in Baton Rouge, La. place pebbles in a basket in memory of a loved one 
who has died of complications from HIV/AIDS. Organized by the Louisiana Annual Conference Global Health Task Force, the 
event was one of four World AIDS Day events held statewide last Wednesday. Other services took place in Lake Charles, New 
Orleans and Shreveport. A poster designed by a Baton Rouge Community College student focusing on the AIDS pandemic was 
displayed at Baton Rouge Gallery prior to the service. 


Ecumenical events bring awareness to HIV/AIDS 


The Honorable Kip Holden, mayor 
of Baton Rouge, La., offered words of 
challenge and hope during a United 
Methodist sponsored World AIDS Day 
event Dec. 1. 

“AIDS is the Goliath, but we are the 
Davids that will slay this devastating 
disease,” said Holden during a press 
conference held prior to an ecumenical 
service at the Baton Rouge Gallery in 
City Park. 

Organized by the Louisiana Annual 


Conference Global Health Initiative 
Task Force, the event was one of four 
World AIDS Day events held statewide 
last Wednesday. Other services took 
place in Lake Charles, New Orleans 
and Shreveport. 

Jeff Stafford, event coordinator and 
a member of First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge, addressed a 
somber crowd during the service held 
outside the art gallery. 

“Since the beginning of the AIDS 


epidemic, more than 30 million people 
have died from AIDS around the world. 
There are 33.3 million people living 
with the HIV infection—over half of 
them are women, and more than two 
million are children under the age of 
15,” said Stafford. 

Most surprising to many of those in 
attendance were some alarming statis¬ 
tics about the disease and the city of 
Baton Rouge. “We have the second- 

See World Aids Day, page 4 
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Rip Open the Heavens and Descend 


I’ve had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
with family and friends, but my heart 
hurts tonight. A new Christian year 
begins today, but my spirits are flagging. 
The joy of holiday music pervades the air¬ 
waves, but my mind is in a wishful and 
wistful mood. Are the ''Christmas Blues” 
setting in so close to the excitement of 
“Black Friday”, or is it different this year? 
I can’t really tell, but I can tell what is 
troubling me. 

In my years as a pastor I had the joy of 
serving five churches. They ranged in 
size from 0 to 3500 members on the roll. 
They were very different in their make-up 
- one a new church start; another an old 
ranching community in an isolated geo¬ 
graphical area; a third a bustling oil field 
town with tremendous community spirit 
and identity; a fourth a university town 
with a significant agricultural base; and a 
fifth that was also a university setting, 
major business owners, and a huge scien¬ 
tific element who were nuclear experts. I 
loved them all. Three were blessed with 
happy, collegial, congenial, and challenge- 
oriented members. Two were conflicted 
and careful, questioning and colliding, 
quite capable of great things but weighed 
down by doubt and mistrust. All were 
great churches! 

One of the five is now involved in an 
inner conflict that is ripping at the very 
heart of the congregation. Members have 
turned against the pastor, against each 
other, and, I suspect, against the will of 


*1 


Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


God. At a recent 
Charge Conference the 
District Superintendent 
invited some of the 
most destructive in 
their actions to find 
another church home. 
You can imagine the 
calm and quiet that 
brought over the feud¬ 
ing factions! Now let¬ 
ters of withdrawal are 
coming in and the church is faced with 
new conflict that will weaken it further 
until it is finally subdued by the invasive¬ 
ness of a spirit that is not of God and 
another outpost of Christ’s Holy Church 
will be diminished to less effectiveness. 
Yes, my heart hurts tonight. 

It is to my hurting and disillusioned 
heart that the message of Advent speaks 
so strongly. Isaiah laments along with me 
when he cries out to almighty God, “Oh, 
that you would rip open the heavens and 
descend, make the mountains shudder at 
your presence - As when a forest catches 
fire, as when fire makes a pot to boil - to 
shock your enemies into facing you, make 
the nations shake in their boots!” (Isaiah 
64: 1-2) Sometimes I grow so weary of 
the eternal fight that 1 just want God to 
come down and take over and straighten 
things and people out!! I want God to 
show God’s strength and say to us 
wretched and wearisome people, “Stop 
tearing up my Church!” 


Richard B. Hays, professor at Duke 
Divinity School reminds me in his devo¬ 
tional message on this first Sunday of 
Advent that William Butler Yeats has a 
word for our dilemma: “Things fall apart; 
the centre cannot hold;/ Mere anarchy is 
loosed upon the world, /The blood- 
dimmed tide is loosed, and 
everywhere/The ceremony of innocence is 
drowned; /The best lack all conviction, 
while the worst/Are full of passionate 
intensity.” (Yeats, “The Second Coming”) 

It is into this chaotic and fractured 
world that the Savior comes. His steps 
are sometimes quiet, but nevertheless 
deliberate. He doesn’t rain down fire, or 
make the mountains to shake, but he does 
throw quite a few interruptions into our 
“normal” way of living and challenges us 
to rise above our most base instincts and 
actions. He does call for purity in the 
midst of filth, and he does stand up for the 
poor and dispossessed in the fortresses of 
the greedy and in the land of the hoarders. 
He isn’t land toward those who have 
nothing to contribute but an outward shell, 
while calling us to settle our faith-filled 
gaze upon the poor widow with the two 
small coins. He isn’t concerned about the 
storing and selling of costly oils and per¬ 
fumes, but is more interested in the one 
who can splash them lavishly on his feet 
with no accountability for how much it 
costs. 

Oh, He still comes! That’s the hope- 
filled message of Advent! And when I 


want to cower under the altar of one of 
the last faithful bastions of the Church of 
the Living God, and desperately cry with 
the saints and martyrs of old, “How long, 
O Lord, how long?”, he comes to my aid 
in a devotional thought, in the goodness 
of a friend’s act, in a word from The 
Word, the message of a hymn, or in one 
of nature’s sight psalms that lifts the glory 
of the Lord before me again. Then 1 cau¬ 
tiously approach the keyboard of my com¬ 
puter, begin to type of my unbelief and 
pray and long for my belief to be strength¬ 
ened. By the time 1 have worked it 
through in prayerful words and thoughts I 
know He is indeed coming! The Lamb of 
God has not and will not abandon His 
people, and though the mountains stand 
perfectly still and the heavens are just 
cloudy and gray, He is present and He 
will indeed conquer in spite of all of us! 
Praise be to God for God’s abundant 
grace and power! Praise be to God for 
God’s constancy in our troubled midst! 
Praise be to God for this new beginning 
of Advent! May we live it to its fullest, 
even while we suffer the disappointments 
of this present age and await with great 
anticipation the day when all is brought 
into final alignment with God’s Spirit and 
we sing at last, “And he shall reign for 
ever and ever!” 

Oh, what a journey it is! Amen and 
Amen!! 








\ 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Joe Wayne McClain 
November 20, 2011 
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Rev. Cathy Brewton, a deacon in 
the Louisiana United Methodist 
Annual Conference, serves as 
executive director for a nonprofit 
ecumenical spirituality center in 
Ruston, La. known as LifeHouse 
Ministries. Brewton says 
LifeHouse provides different 
methods of spiritual expression to 
help people have a better under¬ 
standing of God and their own 
spirituality. People who are not of 
the Christian faith are also wel¬ 
come to attend, she said, free of 
persecution and conversion 
attempts. “LifeHouse is a non¬ 
profit ecumenical organization,” 
Brewton said, stating that all 
denominations are welcome. 
Brewton also hopes that the min¬ 
istry will provide a service to cler¬ 
gy who devote their lives to min¬ 
istering to others, offering a place 
they can come for restoration 
and to be ministered to them¬ 
selves. 


United Methodist deacon starts nonprofit ecumenical spirituality center 



BY ELIZABETH DEGRIE 

Spirituality is an important part of most 
people’s lives, even those who have never 
set foot in a church. And, reaching out to 
those who don’t go to church is one of 
recently ordained United Methodist minis¬ 
ter Cathy Brewton’s goals in her newest 
venture. 

Brewton grew up in the Panhandle of 
Texas, and has always been heavily 
involved in church following in the foot¬ 
steps of her father, who is also a minister. 

She built her life in Texas, spending 
more than 10 years as a certified youth 
minister, meeting her husband, Michael, 
and having her two children, Madison 
Lynn and Breck. 

“We felt God lead us to Ruston in 
2002,” Brewton said. “My husband is from 
Louisiana, and it was really like coming 
home. We had so many friends here.” 

Brewton explained that in the tradition 
of the United Methodist Church, there are 
two types of ordained ministers: elders and 
deacons. 

Elders are what most people think of 
when they think of ministers or preachers. 

“Elders order the life of the church 
inside,” Brewton said. “They preach, lead 
Bible studies, administer the Sacraments of 
Baptism and Holy Communion and order 
the business of the congregation.” 

Deacons, which is what she said she has 
felt led to become, are a little different. 

“Both can do weddings and funerals,” 
Brewton said. “But, deacons are called to 
embody Christ in the world. We’re sup¬ 
posed to have one foot in the church and 
one in the world in a specialized ministry.” 

She believes her newest project, 
LifeHouse ministries, ties in perfectly with 
that goal and her experience. 

LifeHouse ministries, Brewton said, is 
envisioned as a place where different meth¬ 
ods of spiritual expression flow together to 
help people have a better understanding of 
God and their own spirituality. 


“I think every person is a spiritual 
being,” Brewton said. “1 feel that even if 
they’re not aware of their spirituality, they 
are spiritual beings.” 

Brewton attended seminary school and 
recently received a Master’s of Arts in spir¬ 
itual formation and evangelism. 

She said spiritual formation involves 
delving deeper into spiritual matters and 
striving to understand them. 

“Spiritual formation is seeking knowl¬ 
edge beyond just information,” Brewton 
said. “It is experiencing a story in the 
Scriptures in a way that individuals see 
their own lives as a part of that story. 
Through this new understanding and open¬ 
ness to God, a transformation happens.” 

She said she helps lead these spiritual 
formation groups to delve further into 
Bible studies with a method called lectio 
divina. This involves reading the story sev¬ 
eral times with different levels of focus. 

“The first time you read the story is to 
hear and understand it,” Brewton said. 

“The second time you see what verses lift 
(stand out) for you. The third time you read 
to ask ‘Why does God want me to pay 
attention to this?”’ 

The fourth time, Brewton said students 
act out the verses to better understand the 
feeling behind it. For example, she recently 
led a group in lectio divina on a story in 
Ezekiel that talks about a valley of dry 
bones. In the story, a prophet begins to 
prophesize to the dry bones, and they come 
together as a body — alive and breathing. 

“I had teens in this small group,” 
Brewton said. “They lay down in the grass 
and became the dry bones, and then we 
began to sculpt the next part of the scrip¬ 
ture.” 

Brewton plans on offering spiritual for¬ 
mation classes such as this in the 
LifeHouse, which will be open to the pub¬ 
lic each day. 

But, those classes are not what makes 
the ministry unique. Brewton is inviting 


everyone of all religions and creeds, those 
who attend church and those who do not, 
to find renewal and strength in the 
LifeHouse. 

“It’s not Methodist,” Brewton said. “I’m 
a part of the United Methodist Church, but 
LifeHouse is not Methodist. It’s connected 
to the whole Church.” 

People who are not of the Christian faith 
are also welcome to attend, she said, free of 
persecution and conversion attempts. 

“LifeHouse is a nonprofit ecumenical 
organization,” Brewton said. “That does 
not mean nondenominational, it means all 
denominations are welcome to come 
together without me trying to change their 
mind.” 

She did add that non-Christian individu¬ 
als need to respect that those who work 
there are Christian. 

“Our understanding of God is through 
Christ,” Brewton said. 

She also plans to offer various other 
classes inside the house, such as yoga, spir¬ 
itual movement, embodied prayer and hor¬ 
ticultural therapy. 

“The different activities will hopefully 
help people become aware of God in their 
daily life,” Brewton said. “We want to help 
people understand that their whole life can 
be spiritual.” 

Brewton said she will not force people 
to go to church, but adds that she does not 
devalue church. She said she simply under¬ 
stands that many people approach spiritual¬ 
ity in a different way, which is one of the 
reasons she felt led to create this outlet. 

In her early days of working on this 
Brewton said she stumbled upon mind- 
boggling statistics. She found that approxi¬ 
mately 72 percent of people ages 19-33 
years old are not attending church and say 
they are more spiritual than religious. She 
said these are people she definitely hopes 
to help reconnect with God. 

But, she said LifeHouse will also have a 
place to reach out to ministers. She said 


that these individuals devote their lives to 
ministering to others, so she hopes that 
LifeHouse will be a place they can come 
for restoration and to be ministered to 
themselves. 

Brewton said people will also be avail¬ 
able to help with counseling issues through 
individual spiritual direction and, in a less 
formal way, spiritual companionship. 

“It’s different than counseling,” Brewton 
said. “We’ll focus on your relationship with 
God, while psychotherapy focuses on your 
relationship with someone else.” 

But, through this, Brewton said they can 
help with concerns about life transitions, 
relationship issues and faith crisis situa¬ 
tions. 

“LifeHouse is a place to restore people,” 
Brewton said. “It’s a place for them to feel 
alive, new in their relationship with God. 
For others it is a place of healing. I’m not a 
healer, God is the one who heals.” 

Brewton said she has been actively pur¬ 
suing her vision of LifeHouse for a long 
time, but others have been involved for 
nearly two years now. Current board mem¬ 
bers include Neal DeForest - President, 
Chris Allen - Vice President, Katie Clark - 
Secretary/Treasurer, Beth Lyons, Lee 
Locke, Sharon Jackson, LaTisha Sutton, 
Eleera Hilbun and Mary Lloyd LeBlanc. 
The advisory board consists of Linda 
Graham, Tommy Rogers, Betty Lou 
Robertson, Roberta Hinton and Jerry 
Hilbun. 

Brewton, who is executive director of 
the organization, said she is excited 
because the dream is almost a realization 
now. The group has leased a house at 813 
N. Trenton St. to serve as their location and 
is working now to get it up and running. 

“This is not something I came up with,” 
Brewton said. “It has been a vision from 
God. 1 feel God has placed this in my care, 
not for my glory but for his.” 

Reprinted with permission from 

Living Well in North Louisiana 
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World Aids Day, from page 1 

highest number of H1V/AIDS cases among American 
cities. More than 3,000 people have died of AIDS in Baton 
Rouge since these statistics were gathered,” he added. 

But HIV/AIDS is much more than a statistic, Stafford 
pointed out. “We are deluged with percentages, statistics, 
numbers and facts, but do we see the human faces behind 
these numbers? Do we see the fathers, mothers, brothers, 
sisters, wives, husbands and children who are sick and who 
are living with H1V/A1DS?” 

Rev. Juan Huertas, pastor of St. John UMC in Baton 
Rouge, urged those gathered to have “hope for the improb¬ 
able, hope for the impossible.” 

“We gather here because we are fully aware that we are 
being called to make this reality possible, that we are being 
empowered as people of faith to make this reality possible, 
that God’s own power and strength will guide us out of 
exile into the place of promise. That it begins with us . . . 
all of us agents of ‘making the way,’” said Rev. Huertas. 

Rabbi Thomas Gardner with Beth Shalom Synagogue 
reminded the crowd that hope is central in the fight against 
AIDS. “Remember that the God who was with us through¬ 
out the trials found in the Scriptures is still with us today.” 

Urging participants to “pray for awareness,” Rev. Mary 
Ann Garrett with St. James Episcopal Church hoped for 
“unity of our faith communities, that we may work togeth¬ 
er for the care of and the dignity of those affected by 
H1V/A1DS, and that we might replace ignorance with edu¬ 
cation.” 

“Encourage our resolve to say, ‘Enough is enough,”’ 
added Rev. Garrett. 

Prior to the 9:30 a.m. press conference, posters designed 
by graphic design students from Baton Rouge Community 
College were on display in the gallery. Using HIV/AIDS as 


the central theme, the posters used dramatic and sometimes 
shocking images to bring awareness to the devastation of 
the disease. One design featured a man wearing a ball and 
chain, representing the imprisoning affect of living with 
HIV/AIDS. 

During the press conference, Mayor Kip Holden 
reminded the crowd that those living with the burden of 
AIDS are “no different than you and I.” 

“They are us. We are them. We are in this together,” 
said Holden, who affirmed that government representatives 
are committed at a local and statewide level to continue 
fighting the disease and to raise levels of awareness. 

The mayor firmly stated that the best weapon in the 
fight against AIDS is “testing, testing, testing.” “Encourage 
others to get tested for the disease. Set the example and get 
tested, yourself.” 

Stressing the importance of the involvement of the faith 
community in the fight against AIDS, Holden encouraged 
the crowd, “Don’t just get on your knees, stand up and do 
everything you can to educate and elevate awareness.” 

At the end of the service, Rev. Susie Thomas, associate 
pastor at First UMC in Baton Rouge, invited the crowd to 
place pebbles in a basket in remembrance of loved ones 
who have died due to complications with AIDS. Several 
participants wept openly as they brought their pebble to the 
central table. 

Rev. Thomas prayed, “As we place these stones togeth¬ 
er on this table, help us to remember and to speak aloud 
the name of one we know who was lost to AIDS. As our 
voices speak these precious names, and as our hands place 
these stones together, one by one, help us to hold our 
friends in holy memory, and give us hope and courage to 
envision a community where HIV/AIDS is no more.” 



Mayor Kip Holden, top, speaks at a press confer¬ 
ence held during a World AIDS Day event in 
Baton Rouge on Dec. 1. The event was covered 
by Channel 9 WAFB, a local television station. A 
poster designed by a Baton Rouge Community 
College student stressing the high levels of 
HIV/AIDS in Louisiana’s capital city was displayed 
prior to the press conference. Rev. Susie Thomas 
of First UMC, Baton Rouge offers prayer during a 
service of remembrance. 
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Looking for something new this season? 


Advent: Yes there’s an App for that 



Shopping on Black Friday — DONE! 

Supporting Small Business Saturday — 
DONE! 

Worshipping on the First Sunday of 
Advent — DONE! 

Online ordering on Cyber Monday — 
DONE! 

The gift buying, tree decorating, party 
planning and other pre-Christmas tasks can 
easily overshadow Advent and spiritual 
preparation for remembering Christ’s birth. 
While Advent 2011 began on Nov. 27, 15 
days remain before Christmas, still time to 
use Advent devotions and activities deliv¬ 
ered via email, downloaded to your com¬ 
puter or mobile device or accessed on the 
Web. 

“The Journey” Smartphone app is based 
on the new book by the Rev. Adam 
Flamilton, but it also functions as a stand¬ 
alone Advent calendar. The app, available 
for iPhone, iPad and Android devices, 
opens with seven unlocked activities for 
children. A new one (videos, coloring 
sheets, puzzles, cards, Bible quizzes) 
opened daily, starting Dec. 1. 

A daily online retreat offers group dis¬ 


cussion in addition to Scripture reading, 
reflection and guided prayer practices. 
Upper Room Ministries, a part of the 
United Methodist Board of Discipleship, 
and www.BeADisciple.com are sponsoring 
the Nov. 27 - Dec. 25 retreat based on 
“Behold! Cultivating Attentiveness in the 
Season of Advent,” a new book by Pamela 
Hawkins. Join in at 

www.beadisciple.eom/upperroom.html#beh 

old 

Free daily Advent devotions with the 
theme of “Passing the Peace” are delivered 
daily by email from the Society of St. 
Andrew. Writers reflect on where they have 
witnessed or been an instrument of God’s 
peace in the world. Each email includes a 
link where readers can donate to Society of 
St. Andrew’s hunger-fighting ministry in 
the United States. Find these devotions at 
www.endhunger.org/cgi- 
bin/moj o.cgi?f=list&l=advent 

“Expecting the Word” is a free daily 
devotional study, which can be read online 
or downloaded. The National Council of 
Churches published the study, based on the 
texts for Advent from the “Revised 


Common Lectionary,” through its Justice 
for Women’s Working Group. The United 
Methodist Board of Church and Society is 
part of the group. Find the study at 


www.wordsmatter.org/advent- 

devotional/daily-devotions/ 

For more Advent and Christmas 
resources, visit www.umc.org/advent. 


United Methodist churches statewide ramp up ministry with the poor 



Lee’s Landing UMC (Baton Rouge District) recently hosted a fundraiser to pay for a $7,800 hospital bill and gave financial assistance to a cancer patient. These efforts were part 
of the church’s year long commitment to serving those in need. The hospital funds were presented to the patient, top left, and workers at the church prepare food for the fundrais¬ 
er, top right. 


As part of the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference focus on ministry with the 
poor, United Methodist churches through¬ 
out the state have made extraordinary com¬ 
mitments of money and service to alleviate 
the suffering of the poor. Each local church 
was asked to make a formal commitment 
for service at the 2011 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Shreveport. 

Continuing a report that began in the 
last issue of the Louisiana Now!, here are a 
few reports on some of the exciting work 
that is being accomplished by our churches. 

Atlanta United Methodist Church 
(Alexandria District) recently prepared 
food boxes and fruit baskets for families in 
need. 

Downsville UMC (Monroe District) is 


supporting Downsville High School stu¬ 
dents and teachers with food, school sup¬ 
plies, Angel Tree gifts and student incen¬ 
tives. Turkeys, hams and gifts are being 
provided to needy families during the holi¬ 
day season. The church is sponsoring a 
community food drive with the food being 
distributed through Helping Hands. 

Farmerville UMC (Monroe District) has 
an ongoing food collection for a local food 
bank, a handicap ramp ministry, and a 
“shoe box” ministry with Bernice UMC 
and a local Baptist church. 

First UMC in Columbia (Monroe 
District) supports the “Giving Spirit” food 
pantry, the Angel Tree ministry, and assists 
needy families with utility bills. 

The Gilliam/Hosston charge along with 


Hebert UMC (Shreveport District) is 
involved in the “Tie That Binds” ministry 
which provides scarves for the St. Agnes 
homeless shelter in Baton Rouge. 

Lee’s Landing UMC (Baton Rouge 
District) hosted a fundraiser to pay for a 
$7,800 hospital bill and gave financial 
assistance to a cancer patient. 

St. Mark UMC (Alexandria District) has 
delivered food items to homes in the 
Acadian Village Area near the church. 
Monetary assistance has been given to a 
number of persons who are chronically ill 
or wheelchair bound. 

St. Mark’s UMC (New Orleans District) 
supports an ongoing outreach to the poor 
and homeless, reaching between 100-125 
each Sunday. Working with a men’s group 


from Hunsville, Ala., the church recently 
hosted an outdoor cookout with live music, 
door prizes, and provision bags for those 
attending. 

Thomas UMC (New Orleans District) 
implemented an outreach ministry to home¬ 
less persons living under a bridge in New 
Orleans. Volunteers provided food, water 
and clothes. 

Vacherie UMC (Acadiana District) has 
donated games, books and stuffed animals 
to pediatric patients at St. James Parish 
Hospital. The church also hosted a 
Christmas dinner for those in need on Dec. 
3. 

Wesley UMC (Acadiana District) hosted 
a Thanksgiving dinner for elderly persons 
living in a high rise facility. 
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Photo from mission wins competition 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
member holds a flashlight while Dr. Nee, a 
Cambodian dentist, extracts a local 
woman’s tooth during a February mission 
to Cambodia. 

The patient’s daughter consoles her as 
she goes through the medical procedure. 

The photograph won a recent photogra¬ 


phy competition sponsored by 225, a mag¬ 
azine published in Baton Rouge. 

The LAVIM team set up three separate 
clinics during a seven-day period in 
Febrary. A total of 1,900 patients were 
treated, many of them with dental prob¬ 
lems. Teeth are often extracted as there are 
no adequate medical facilities. 


Haven Trinity UMC - New Orleans 



The United Methodist Women’s unit at 
Historic Haven-Trinity United Methodist 
Church hosted a fundraising and informa¬ 
tional event for Haiti on Oct. 15. 

The program, entitled “Challenges and 
Hope for Haiti and Its People,” focused on 
Haiti’s need for food, medical assistance, 
housing and the rebuilding of its infrastruc¬ 
ture. Information on problems with a rise 
in cases of HIV/AIDS and the deportation 
of refugees was also presented. 

Dr. Roscoe Reddix, Sr. designed an art 
display which he used during his presenta¬ 
tion on the history of Haiti and its culture. 

The church’s dance/praise team per¬ 
formed a traditional Haitian dance. Evelyn 
Martin talked about the United Methodist 
connection and shared information on what 
United Methodists are doing to help with 
the disaster in Haiti. Rev. Charles 
Washington, pastor, delivered the benedic¬ 
tion to the sound of a Haitian drumbeat. 


Education incubator starts in 2012 


Are you finding that church of today 
is vastly different from the church of yes¬ 
terday? And what about the church of 
tomorrow? Are you prepared to be a 
leader of the future church? 

During 2012, the Louisiana Annual 
Conference will be hosting a Christian 
Education Leadership incubator. This 
incubator will focus on developing lead¬ 
ership abilities in those already taking a 
lead in the educational role of the church, 
whether that’s children, youth, adults or 
even in worship. 

Those who participate will agree to 
read assigned materials, attend six meet¬ 
ings throughout the year, and discuss 
with their group how they can implement 
the information acquired during the incu¬ 
bator. 

The conference will be using the incu¬ 
bator design and resources prepared by 
the General Board of Discipleship. The 
material was initially designed to be used 
individually, but several who have started 
the program indicate it is easier to work 
on the materials with others supporting 
you. 

The information can be viewed at: 
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/ninet/con- 
tent3.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=73229 
75&ct=10874143&notoc=l 

There is no registration fee for the 
incubator, but participants will be respon¬ 
sible for overnight lodging on the days 
that we gather. Individuals will also have 
to purchase some of the books that we 
will be reading for the incubator (you can 
purchase all if you choose, but the read¬ 
ing will be divided up to save cost.) 

Also to save cost, the incubator will 
meet in two separate locations, one locat¬ 
ed in the northern part of the state, and 
one in the southern part of the state. 
Participants can pick the site closest to 
them. 

In June, both groups will meet togeth¬ 
er prior to Annual Conference in 
Shreveport. The final meeting will be 
held in November, with both groups 



coming together in 
the central part of 
the state. 

Listed here are 
the dates and meet¬ 
ing place for each 
group. I prayerfully 
ask you to consider 
participating in the 
incubator to enhance 
your work in God’s 
Kingdom. If you 
have questions, 

please feel free to contact me, Rev. Dawn 
Young, Director of Christian Education 
for the Louisiana Annual Conference. I 
can be reached at 

deacondawn@gmail.com or (318) 
458-5860. 


Rev. Dawn 
Young 


Southern Incubator-- (all meetings 
are in 2012 at First UMC in Baton 
Rouge, except the June and November 
meetings; all meetings begin at 4 p.m. on 
Friday and end at 3 p.m. on Saturday) 
Meeting dates: Feb. 10-11; April 20- 
21; June 1-2 (combined meeting @ 
Centenary College); Aug. 17-18; Oct. 26- 
27; Nov. 30-Dec. 1. 

Northern Incubator-(all meetings 
are in 2012 at Trinity UMC in Ruston, 
except the June and November meetings; 
all meetings begin at 4 p.m. on Friday 
and end at 3 p.m. on Saturday) 

Meeting dates: Feb. 17-18; April 13- 
14; June 1-2 (combined meeting 
@Centenary College); Aug. 24-25; Oct. 
19-20; and Nov. 30-Dec. 1. 

Response to the incubators has been 
very positive, so far. This project pro¬ 
vides a thorough and supported approach 
to developing leadership abilities in our 
church volunteers. 

Christian education is at the heart of 
the role of the church. Find out how your 
congregation can better provide a com¬ 
plete and effective education program 
with solid volunteer leadership. 

Rev. Dawn Young 

Director of Christian Education 


The Child-Sized Church: 

Bible, Worship, Mission 
Children's Ministry Training 

Hosted by the New Orleans District Ministry Team 

Jan. 7, 2012 

St. Charles United Methodist Church 
1905 Ormond Blvd., Destrahan, La. 

Cost: $3 or $5 after Jan. 1, 2012 
Lunch will be provided 

Focus on Children’s Church, Being the Church After 
School, Vacation Bible School, Working with Tweens, 

and more 

Contact Mary Anne Schindler 
(985) 764-8386 or 

be ronco@ hotma il. com 
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New Orleans District hosts ‘My Job’ 


training event for local churches 



The New Orleans District Ministry Team recently coordinated a ‘My Job’ training for local churches in the district. The event was hosted Nov. 19 at Munholland United Methodist 
Church in Metairie. A total of 187 people attented the training which provided 23 separate presentations. More than 25 different churches attended the workshops. Rev. Simon 
Chigumira, top left, led one of those presentations. Those attending the event received helpful ideas at information booths set up in the church. 


Mt. Zion UMC - Calhoun 



Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Calhoun celebrated the dedication of their 
expanded sanctuary on Nov. 6. Monroe District Superintendent Rev. Lynn Malone 
led the service assisted by Rev Wayne Ray, pastor. A catered luncheon followed 
the service. 


University UMC - Baton Rouge 








More than 350 students from University Terrace Elementary School in Baton Rouge 
enjoyed a Christmas party sponsored by Kids Hope, a mentoring program staffed by 
volunteers from University United Methodist Church. 


Camphor Memorial UMC, Baton Rouge hosts Pink Sunday service 



Sisters Supporting Sisters gathered for a special service recently at Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. The ecumenical organization, led by Julia 
Moore, prayed for survivors and those struggling with cancer. Rev. Clifton Conrad, pastor of Camphor UMC, is pictured with several of the 50-member group. 
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5K, from page 1 

certified running clubs. Guidelines and 
support provided by local running clubs 
will play key roles in putting on the runs. 
The race directors will work with volun¬ 
teer committees, and the committees will 
engage other volunteers from as many 
local churches as possible in planning and 
putting on these events. As with our “Day 
of Caring” event, there is a task for every 
size church. Depending on available volun¬ 
teers and resources, churches can: 

•Provide a representative on one of the 
race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the 
run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the 
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up 
prayers on April 21 for the success of the 
event and the safety of the participants 

With the Imagine No Malaria 
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be 
working in unison to make this event a 
huge success. The race sites have been 
chosen to make volunteering as convenient 
as possible for every local church. This 
type of event has a strong appeal for chil¬ 
dren, youth and young adults! Details 
regarding the conference-wide event are 
progressing in order to give churches as 
much time as possible to plan for participa¬ 
tion. For more information, contact Betty 
Backstrom at bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 


Calendar of Events 
License to Preach School 
January 6-7 

Wesley Center, Woodworth 

The Awakening Weekend 
January 6-8 

Wesley Center, Woodworth 

Perkins School of Youth Ministry 
(certification) 

January 7-12 

Perkins School of Theology, Dallas 

Perkins School of Youth Ministry 
(adult workers with youth) 

January 9-12 

Perkins Schol of Theology, Dallas 

The Happening 

January 13-15 

Wesley Center, Woodworth 

LAVIM Leader Training 

January 20-21 

Wesley Center, Woodworth 

CCYM Winter Meeting 
January 20-21 

United Methodist Women Sunday 
January 22 

Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry Retreat 
January 23-24 
Wesley Center, Woodworth 

District Audit Week 
January 25-27 

License to Preach School 
January 29-February 4 
Wesley Center, Woodworth 



The logo above is just one part of the visual campaign that will be used to promote the Imagine No Malaria 5K/Fun Runs and Walks 
slated for April 21, 2012 conference-wide. 
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Save the Date! 

Imagine No Malaria 
5K/ Fun Run and Walk 
April 21, 2012 
Locations throughout 
the conference to be 
announced 
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Age requirements changed for UMYIM teams working in Haiti 


The Haiti Response Plan staff for The 
United Methodist church, through a policy 
change, is now accepting students who 
have graduated ninth grade for response 
teams to the earthquake ravaged country. 

Youth must be accompanied by a parent 
or designated guardian. In addition, all 
youth teams must have a ratio of one to 


four, one adult for every four youth. No 
matter how large the team, there must be 
two adults per team. 

To be consistent with Safe Sanctuary 
guidelines, adult leaders should reflect the 
gender of the youth on the team (i.e., if 
there are both boys and girls on the team, 
there must be a male and a female leader.) 


Age and make-up of teams will be a con¬ 
sideration in project and site assignment. 

Youth teams should be organized fol¬ 
lowing the best practices outlined in the 
UMVIM Training Manual for Mission 
Volunteers—Youth Teams, pages 70-74, 
including Safe Sanctuary certification for 

See Haiti , page 8 


Serving Haiti 



October 2011 marks 
the one year anniver¬ 
sary of the Haiti 
Response Plan, 
which was approved 
by the General Board 
of Global Ministries. 
By the end of 
December, 204 United 
Methodist Volunteer 
in Mission Teams rep¬ 
resenting 1,800 vol¬ 
unteers will have 
served in Haiti. Many 
persons who were 
part of an earlier team 
are signing up to 
return. 

Would you like to be 
a part of this powerful 
ministry? Learn more 
about the details of 
the Haiti Response 
Plan by contacting 
Larry Norman, 
Director of LAVIM, at 
(225) 346-1646. Photo 
by Sarah Marsalis- 
Luginbill. 


LAYIM team assists with earthquake response 


BY SARAH MARSALIS-LUGINBILL 

Les Cayes is a town on the southwest 
coast of Haiti, nearly 200 kilometers 
from Port au Prince, the nation’s capital. 
Haiti is still recovering from devastating 
earthquakes that rocked the country in 
January of 2010? 

In September, a Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission team from Grace Community 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
traveled to Les Cayes to visit a local 
orphanage is sponsored by First UMC in 
Shreveport. During the mission, the team 
stayed with Pastor Ablami at a local 
guest house. 

“Ablami and Donette drove us on a 


rocky trail deep into the bush,” said a 
team member. “Many children of all ages 
were waiting for us. The little ones 
flocked to us, asking to be picked up.” 

“It was heart-wrenching and over¬ 
whelming to leave the children behind 
without being able to help them further,” 
she continued. “Forty-five minutes of 
attention is better than nothing...” 

From Les Cayes, the team traveled 
two hours to the town of Dasmas, where 
the team built pews and school desks, 
taught Vacation Bible School, played 
soccer and visited with people in the 
community. 

“We were told that missions like ours 
benefit the Haitian people the most 


because the help comes directly to the 
people who need it,” said a team mem¬ 
ber. 

October 2011 marks the one year 
anniversary of the Haiti Response Plan, 
which was approved by the General 
Board of Global Ministries. By the end 
of December, 204 United Methodist 
Volunteer in Mission Teams representing 
1,800 volunteers will have served in 
Haiti. Many persons who were part of an 
earlier team are signing up to return. 

Would you like to be a part of this 
powerful ministry? Leam more about the 
details of the Haiti Response Plan by 
contacting Larry Norman, Director of 
LAVIM, at (225) 346-1646. 
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Louisiana Volunteers in Mission Director’s Column 

Where there’s smoke . . . 



Director Larry Norman is shown at the La Tremblay Church in Haiti 
during a recent construction mission. 


It never fails. Whether it is Cambodia, 
South Africa, India, Haiti, Honduras, 
Bolivia or so many of our other mission 
destinations: After a volunteer has been 
there once and then steps from the plane 
for their return mission (It is difficult to 
can keep from going back!), the words 
fall from their lips, “Now I KNOW I’m in 
India, or Haiti or wherever...)!” 

You see in so many of these countries 
cooking and heating is still done over 
open flame. Each day we see the women 
of the villages laboriously picking, 
bundling and carrying on their heads the 
days cooking fuel or, as in India, mixing 
mud and cow dung on the side of the road 
into patties which are flung to the sides of 
their homes to be dried for winter’s 
warmth and their families’ meals. 

So, you see, there is always the smell 
and the haze of smoke in the air in so 
many countries of the other world. 

“Where there’s smoke, there’s fire.” That 
old saying comes to mind. 

But for the LAVIM volunteer that old 
saying and a first or revisit to one of these 
other world countries has a much different 
meaning! Often there is smoke in the air 


but always there is FIRE! But THIS is 
the fire of the Spirit! 

In Cuba, Cambodia, South Africa, 
Haiti, Zimbabwe, Liberia, Honduras, Viet 
Nam, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, the 
Methodist Church and the UMC is grow¬ 


ing by 
leaps and 
bounds. 
Growing 
in num¬ 
bers, yes, 
but more¬ 
over, 

growing in 
Spirit. 

The fire of 
the Spirit 
is alive, 
burning 
and build¬ 
ing with 
each new 
member, 
each jour¬ 
ney to a 
nearby 
polluted 

river for the redemption of a soul or the 
claiming of a child, each invitation at 
worship end when many come to pro¬ 
claim their faith aloud and in the company 
of those who already know and believe. 
There is, of necessity, smoke in the 


other worlds of LAVIM mission, and 
there is FIRE OF THE SPIRIT! 

There is another word that falls from 
the lips of LAVIM volunteers upon mis¬ 
sion’s return: “Why are they so much 
more alive here than in our own congre¬ 
gations?” “What is happening here that is 
not happening at home?” 

In the course of the mission the 
answers are found. And the missionaries, 
once to the other world, now become the 
missionaries to their own world: families, 
congregations and our Conference. They 
speak truth in ways they have not known 
before, know God in ways they have 
never known him, find service in all 
things and the fire begins to spark and 
grow here as well. Their lives are 
changed. New vocations and callings are 
discovered. This fire that will not be con¬ 
sumed will burn for us again as we are 
ignited in the mission field by that which 
we so long ago have forgotten. 

Come, go with us, 

Rev. Larry Norman 

LAVIM Director 


Conference clergywomen plan 
pilgrimmage to Sat Tal Ashram 


BY REV.ANGELA BULHOF 

LAVIM will offer up a new experience 
for clergywomen of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference in 2013 - the opportunity to be 
a pilgrim at the Sat Tal Ashram in northern 
India. This historic pilgrimage will gather 
clergywomen of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference together with clergywomen of 
across the Asia-Pacific region. Leadership 
for the event will be given by Louisiana 
clergywomen Angela Bulhof, Elaine 
Burleigh, Dawn Young, and Ann Sutton, 
among others. 

In 2008, when Rev. Bulhof led a 
LAVIM team to India, she met an ordained 
Methodist clergywoman, Rev. Peters, who 
teaches at the English-language seminary 
in Bareilly, India. “We worshiped in the 
chapel at the seminary on New Year’s Day, 
2009,” explains Rev. Bulhof. “Rev. Peters, 
dressed in a stunning red sari, prayed the 
most beautiful and moving prayer I have 
ever experienced. After the service, we 
found each other, and Rev. Peters asked me 
to pray for women clergy in India. She 
told me that there are fewer than 50 
ordained women in the entire country. 

Even those who are ordained are not being 
offered opportunities within the church to 
follow their call. I sincerely believe that 
this pilgrimage is God’s way of putting my 
prayers into action, and inviting others to 
help God make this Kingdom-dream possi¬ 
ble.” 

The Sat Tal Ashram, established by E. 
Stanley Jones 80 years ago, is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal, and is 


comprised of over 900 acres in the foothills 
of the Himalayas. The Ashram pilgrimage 
being planned for March 2013 will be two 
weeks long (including travel) with the pur¬ 
poses of strengthening the bonds of sister¬ 
hood, telling and hearing each other’s sto¬ 
ries, and allowing God to nurture our souls. 
Work periods are also part of the Ashram 
schedule and lots and lots, of great Indian 
food. Hiking and quiet times by the lakes 
as well as marvelous worship opportunities 
with fellow believers from around the 
world will be the daily offering. 

Carlos and Sarojini Welch, who will 
help to plan this pilgrimage, have a special 
connection to the Ashram experience. Both 
worked directly with Dr. Jones during their 
mission service in India and served as staff 
for the Ashrams, living at Sat Tal during 
the summer months to both facilitate and 
attend the spiritual growth conferences. 

Clergywomen who desire a closer walk, 
to get away from the pressures of daily 
congregational leadership among colleague 
friends are invited to be in prayer about 
joining this experience. We anticipate that 
the cost will not exceed $3,500. Deposits 
will not be due until 2012, but LAVIM is 
able to receive periodic installments in 
advance if that would be a helpful way to 
finance your participation. Please forward 
your contact information to Rev. Angela 
Bulhof in order to receive up-to-date infor¬ 
mation on this pilgrimage opportunity: 
revangela@suddenlinkmail.com, or 
www.facebook.com/angela.bulhof 


LOUISIANA VOLUNTEERS IN MISISON 

TEAM LEADER TRAINING 

January 20-21, 2012 
9:00 AM Friday-3:30 PM Saturday 

Louisiana Conference Center, Woodworth, LA 
Keynote Speakers 

Dr. Philip Wingeier-Rayo, Associate Profession of Religion 
Pfieiffer University 

Dr. Sylvia Reimer—Medical Consultant for GBGM Missionaries 
Please contact the LAVIM office for registration information 
Registration s is by pre-registration only 


Louisiana Conference*^^ 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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GBGM missionaries to Honduras committed to serving the poor 


In 1999, Ron Davidson traveled with a Volunteers in Mission team to Honduras for 
a week-long mission. He didn’t realize that the mission would precipitate a dramatic 
life change and the subsequent decision to become a GBGM missionary. 

“Hurricane Mitch had devastated the already impoverished country in 1998. 
Thousands of people lost their homes. The major relief agencies, including United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, came in to rebuild bridges and schools,” said 
Davidson, whose team wworked on rebuilding a church in Talanga. 

Ron and his wife Loretta returned to Talanga in 2000 on another VIM team. “At 
that time, we felt God calling us to seve in Honduras. The poverty is so deep there. 
There is not enough decent housing. People build small, windowless dwellings with 
whatever wood, tin, plastic or cinderblocks they can find. Most have no indoor plumb¬ 
ing,” he said. 

Ron and Loretta—who have been married for 45 years—were inspired by the amaz¬ 
ing positive spirit of these underprivileged people. “In the midst of all that poverty, we 
experienced the faith of the people, in their singing, their worship, their warm hospitali¬ 
ty. They offered us what they had. Simply put, we fell in love with the people,” said 
Ron. The couple serve as VIM co-coordinators for construction teams and medical 


teams to Honduras. These 
teams have built and 
repaired church sanctuaries, 
parsonages, education 
classrooms and feeding 
centers. 

LAVIM teams are cur¬ 
rently working on a two- 
story education center for 
Danli Central Iglesia 
Metodista and will begin a 
church building in 
Potrerillos in August. Since 
June of 2005, the 
Davidsons have coordinat¬ 
ed more than 12 projects in 
Honduras. 



McNeese Nursing School senior project goes global with LAVIM 


BY REV.ANGELA BULHOF 

The community/public health senior 
nursing class at McNeese State University 
used Skype technology to make its health 
education presentation to Julian Otero, (on 
the screen) media coordinator for Iglesia 
Methodista de Mexico, hundreds of miles 
away in Rio Bravo, Mexico. The class was 
asked to develop an education program for 
medical clinics in Rio Bravo to help 
improve health and Nursing quality of life 
for the community. This is the College of 
Nursing’s first global community health 
project in conjunction with LAVIM. 

Thirty-one McNeese State University 
senior nursing students enrolled in a public 
health course this fall learned how to 
“piece together a healthy community” hun¬ 
dreds of miles away without ever leaving 
their classroom in the school’s Hardtner 
Hall. 

Through the use of Skype technology, 
McNeese nursing students were able to col¬ 
laborate with the McNeese Wesley 
Foundation and Louisiana College nursing 
students on a global community health 
project that will provide much needed 
health education to an underserved popula¬ 
tion at a Methodist medical clinic in Rio 
Bravo, Mexico, according to Dr. Peggy 
Wolfe, dean of the College of Nursing. 

Both the Louisiana College nursing stu¬ 
dents and McNeese Wesley Foundation are 
participants in LAVIM’s MiniMedical 
teams to the border area of Mexico includ¬ 
ing such communities as Rio Bravo, 
Reynosa and Matamoras. 

“Over the years our students have trav¬ 
eled to such areas as Kinder, Hackberry 
and Lake Arthur for their community 
health projects, but this is our college’s first 
global community health project and 
today’s technology made this happen.” 

So how did this collaboration begin? 
According to the Rev. Angela Cooley 
Bulhof, United Methodist campus minister 
at the Wesley Foundation, a Wesley 
Foundation team will travel Jan. 5-8 to Rio 
Bravo, a city near the southeastern Texas 
border between Reynosa and Padre Island. 
“This will be the first time McNeese 
Wesley Foundation leads a team to Rio 
Bravo,” said Bulhof. “We led one other 


week-long construction team to Reynosa in 
July 2008, where we assisted in building a 
school and laying tiles in classrooms.” 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman is a United 
Methodist missionary in Mexico, who 
helps coordinate volunteers for medical 
clinics and her contact person for the Rio 
Bravo clinic. 

On a trip to Lake Charles to visit with 
Bulhof, Berman contacted Wolfe about a 
collaborative partnership between the nurs¬ 
ing college and his Rio Bravo clinic. “He 
wanted the nursing college to develop 
health promotion educational materials that 
the Wesley Foundation could bring to his 
clinics - in Spanish,” said Wolfe. 

Wolfe was excited about the opportunity 
for the nursing students to go global with 
their community project. The Rev. Bulhof 
stepped in and recruited Dr. Kim Bowman 


in the McNeese Department of English and 
Foreign Languages to help translate the 
materials that her group will deliver to the 
clinic in January. “Bowman has identified 
two upper-class students who will be trans¬ 
lating all of this material as a graded proj¬ 
ect this semester,” said Bulhof. “So, that 
department is also part of this collabora¬ 
tion.” 

Technology solved the other hurdle— 
the location. 

Nursing faculty members Lori Groves 
and Kathlene Williams - who team teach 
the community health class - began work¬ 
ing with Berman and Julian Otero, media 
coordinator for Iglesia Methodista de 
Mexico. 

To plan their assessments for this proj¬ 


ect, the students conducted a “windshield 
survey” - where the students rely on obser¬ 
vations for data - using videotape shot by 
Berman and Otero of the surrounding Rio 
Bravo community and then made available 
online. “With this survey, the students 
could get a sense of the community and 
what kinds of materials to prepare,” said 
Groves. 

Berman also suggested Groves get in 
touch with Renee Shamblin, a nursing 
instructor at Louisiana College, because 
she traveled with a group of LC nursing 
students on an earlier LAVIM team to Rio 
Bravos during the summer that might have 
some additional material to add. 

Groves contacted Shamblin and that’s 
when technology stepped in. “Our students 
used Skype for the first time to interview 
the LC nursing students who shared their 


experiences and photographs,” said Groves. 
“The class developed a list of questions for 
the LC nursing group ahead of time and 
everything was seamless—this provided an 
additional piece of assessment needed for 
the project.” 

The McNeese nursing students analyzed 
all of the collected data, looked over the 
problems and prioritized a list of common 
health issues for Otero. To present their 
findings, the students planned another 
Skype session that lasted almost 90 min¬ 
utes—Otero had additional information to 
share. 

From the videos and interviews, the stu¬ 
dents designed a plan of action to address 
the top four health concerns - obesity, dia¬ 
betes, hypertension and mental health - and 


planned educational materials to address 
those issues. The theme for the project is 
“Piecing Together a Healthier Community.” 

The class divided into four groups, with 
each group selecting one of the health con¬ 
cerns to address. 

An informational jingle in Spanish pro¬ 
moting good health habits, an activity 
booklet for children with puzzles and word 
games, a magazine and educational pam¬ 
phlets outlining healthy choices—all of 
these were developed for the final presenta¬ 
tion via Skype to Otero. 

One by one, a spokesperson for each 
group presented their health promotion 
educational offerings to Otero. After the 
presentation, Otero commendeFor 
McNeese’s nursing students, going global 
has been a great experience. 

Michael McFarlain, Sulphur, said the 
community health project was just “a small 
piece of a really big puzzle” in the delivery 
of health education to a community in 
another country. His group wrote - and 
McFarlain sang - the musical jingle that 
Otero liked and that will play throughout 
the day in medical clinics. 

“I had previously traveled to the Rio 
Bravo clinic with LAVIM and the 
McNeese Wesley Foundation and was 
familiar with the area,” said McFarlain. “I 
will also be on the January mission when 
we deliver the final educational materials in 
Spanish for the medical clinics.” 

Shayla Finn, Moss Bluff, was amazed at 
how many people came together to make 
this community health project work and 
classmate Kayley LaBowe, Hathaway, 
agreed. “Through this collaboration and the 
usage of technology, we overcame commu¬ 
nication barriers to experience first-hand 
the impact we can make hundreds of miles 
away.” 

Rev Angela Bulholf will lead the 
January 5-8, 2012, LAVIM mini-medical 
mission to Mexico accompanied by both 
McNeese Wesley and nursing school stu¬ 
dents. Those interested in joining a team 
should contact Larry Norman, Director of 
LAVIM at 225.346.1646 or 888.239.5286. 
A listing of upcoming Mexico missions can 
be found on the team listings page of this 
issue of the Louisiana Now! 
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LAVIM teams help to build Spean Chivit parsonage in Cambodia 


A LAVIM team assisted with the construction of a parsonage during a mission to Samrath, Cambodia in November and December of 2010. The group also visited 
Spean Chivit, where the Louisiana Conference and LAVIM teams had helped to build a sanctuary for the Methodist church. The visiting team was so moved by 
the poor condition of the Spean Chivit parsonage, that the team returned to the U.S., found extra mission funds from St. Andrews UMC in Baton Rouge, and 
donated the funds for the construction of a new parsonage. Local labor was used in the project, which was completed in November. 


100 attend laity training event hosted in Cambodia by LAVIM team 


BY REV.DAWN YOUNG 

All short-term missioners expect to 
travel to a new and different culture, but 
how many expect to travel back in time? 

That’s exactly what a LAVIM laity 
training team to Cambodia did this past 
October. Not only did they travel the 24 
hours to Phnom Phen, they also traveled to 
the first century church. 

Many of the Cambodian pastors express 
a passion for the Pauline Biblical texts 
because Paul’s descriptions parallel the 
experiences they are currently having. And 
this LAVIM training team was drawn into 
that 21st century example of the first centu¬ 
ry church. 

The mission of the team was to teach 
lay leaders of the Cambodian churches in 
five spiritual practices. Prior to departing 
for Cambodia, the team worked on lesson 

LAVIM medical 

A LAVIM medical team will serve in 
India Feb.- 24-March 10, 2012, scheduling 
six clinic days in the city of Faridpur. 
Faridpur is the site of the Methodist med¬ 
ical facility once associated with the famed 
Clara Swain Medical Hospital in Bareilly. 
The hospital has recently been sold by the 
Methodist Church of India but the church 
remains active on the hospital board. The 
Faridpur clinic remains under the adminis¬ 
tration and ministry of the Methodist 
Church and has enjoyed a recent rejuvena¬ 
tion of its facilities and of its use in the 
busy community. 

The team will be joined by old friends 
of LAVIM, Drs. Marvin and Sylvia Reimer 
who traveled with the first Indian medical 
team. Dr. Sylvia Reimer is the recently 
retired chief medical officer for all UM 
global missionaries. To date, the team has 
garnered volunteers from Louisiana, 
Indiana, Texas, New York and India. 

David and Anjali Eric, who serve on the 
staff as lab technicians, will also join the 



Lillian Wallace, Dr. Wycliff Borrison and David Eric prepare for a LAVIM team. 



3 1 1L1 



was infectious and the mission team grew 
bolder and bolder in their instruction. 

From direct instruction, the group ventured 
off into skits and other instructional activi¬ 
ties. Romeo del Rosario, GBGM country 


director for Cambodia, described the lay 
leaders as “sponges searching for water.” 
Rev. Ann Sutton, team leader, described it 
as “intensive Bible boot camp.” All mem¬ 
bers of the team called it “amazing!” 


in India Feb. 24-March 10, 2012 


plans, gathered materials for gift bags and 
met to discuss and prepare for the mission. 
Team members were advised about the 
Cambodian culture, weather and food, what 
to bring and what not to bring. The team 
discussed international travel. What they 
didn’t talk about was the physical energy 
required for this event. 

Approximately 100 lay leaders started 
class early each morning in Cambodia with 
rigorous, vigorous Christian aerobics! At 
least, for the Americans, that’s what it 
appeared to be. For the Cambodians, it was 
typical energetic worship. Once the “wor¬ 
ship workout” was completed, the training 
began. Each team member taught one of 
five practices—prayer, worship, service, 
stewardship and Bible study—using a cur¬ 
riculum designed by team member and 
Louisiana Conference Director of Christian 
Education, Rev. Dawn Young. Their desire 

mission planned 


team. David grew up in the Warne Baby 
Fold orphanage associated with Clara 
Swain. David and Anjali have joined many 
LAVIM teams since their wedding two 
years ago, which was attended by a 
LAVIM team from McNeese Wesley 


Foundation and officiated by Rev. Larry 
Norman. 

The team will travel first to New Delhi 
and then on to Bareilly where it will reunite 
Louisiana volunteers with the precious 
children of the Wame Baby Fold. 


Numerous teams have labored at the 
orphanage to improve the facilities and to 
build a new chapel. The team will be 
housed at the Baby Fold and transport back 
and forth to the clinic, an hour away, each 
of the clinic work days as well as some 
days where mobile clinics will be set up in 
nearby villages. First level medicine and 
evaluations will be done by the team with 
referrals to government hospitals where 
necessary. Medicines will be purchased in 
India to compliment the clinic pharmacy as 
well as collected and transported to India 
by the team. 

The team will also visit major tourist 
sights such as the Taj Mahal, the city of 
Jaipur with its Amber and Water Palaces, 
and the memorial site of Gandhi. 
Professionals in all branches of medicine 
are needed as well as non-medical persons 
to assist physicians and work in the phar¬ 
macy. Please contact Larry Norman, 
Director of LAVIM and team leader at 
(225) 346-1646 for more information. 
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Cambodian Initiative organizes teams, helps build ministry center outside Siem Reap 



In the Book of Genesis, Joseph was the 
dreamer. In the end, his dream came 
together for the redemption of his family 
and for all of Egypt. 

In Cambodia, there is another dreamer, 
another Joseph. His name is Joseph Chan. 

Joseph (pictured top left in Cambodia) 
and his wife Marilyn currently serve as 
GBGM missionaries in Cambodia, their 
home country. They give witness to the 
power of God to redeem lives through the 
evil of history. Both are survivors of the 
Khmer Rouge regime, escaping from 
refugee camps in Thailand to the United 
States. 

Through Jesus Christ, the Chans found 
love and forgiveness for their captors. After 
many years, they returned to Cambodia and 
have become a part of the reestablishment 
of the Methodist church and dynamic min¬ 
istries in the country. Joseph has been 
instrumental in establishing house churches 


and the purchase of land for ministry. 

God has given Joseph a “big dream” for 
the Cambodian community of Siem Reap, 
a major tourist destination featuring the 
temples of Angkor Wat. Joseph is working 
on his dream of a ministry center on the 
outskirts of the city. Nine separate but adja¬ 
cent properties have been cobbled together 
to fonn the heart of the mission center. 
Already on site are two primary buildings 
which house a pre-school, meeting rooms, 
computer lab and a small worship space. 
Yet to come are buildings for a dormitory 
for students attending the local university, a 
retreat center and an integrated farming 
model. 

The Cambodian Initiative of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference is partnering 
with Joseph as this dream of ministry 
becomes a reality. A commitment of 
$45,000 for the multi-purpose building has 
been made, and over the next year, it is 



hoped that 45 friends will join Joseph in 
making this dream a reality with a gift of 
$ 1 , 000 . 

The relationship between Cambodia and 
the Louisiana Annual Conference was 
most recently celebrated in October when 
two Louisiana Volunteer in Mission Teams 
traveled to celebrate the dedication of a 
new Methodist church in Samrath, 
Cambodia (bottom two pictures). A team 
from First UMC, Baton Rouge (middle 
left) arrived to see the completion of the 
church, and the beginning of the construc¬ 
tion of a dormitory for girls attending the 
local high school. 

A second team (top right) included 
Clifton Conrad, Dawn Young, Rosalie 
Chaney, Samatha Wood and Ann Sutton 
from the Louisiana Conference. Sam Om, 
a native Cambodian and a pastor from 
North Carolina, was the sixth member of 
the team. After the church dedication in 


Samrath, the team traveled to Sianoukville, 
about four hours southwest of Phnom 
Penh. The team helped to lead a week- 
long retreat for lay persons (middle right) 
from districts around the country. The 
Louisiana team was moved by the passion 
and spirit of the Cambodians, most of 
whom were first generation 
Christians. The journey concluded with a 
stop in Siem Reap to visit the past—the 
ruins of Angkar Wat—and the future—the 
developing mission site which is the dream 
of Joseph Chan. Future LA VIM teams to 
Cambodia include: Youth Conference, June 
18-23, led by Diane Reich 

Men’s Conference, October 22 - 26, led 
by Ken Musick 

Medical Team, Spring 2013, led by 
Beverly Dinnel 

These teams are forming now. Contact 
the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 for 
details. 
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LAVIM travels to Kathmandu 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission invites 
you to consider Nepal as your next mis¬ 
sion! 

The Nepalese Orphan Relief Effort 
operates Grace Home in a four-story resi¬ 
dence on a busy residential street of 
Kathmandu. The 19 boys and girls came 
to the orphanage from the Nepalese gov¬ 
ernment who rescued them from abusive 
situations or from the street. Some were 
taken from human traffickers who sought 
to sell them into the slave trade between 
Nepal and India. 

The children prepare their lunch and 
head to school some few blocks away and 
return in the afternoon for homework, 
housework and a few hours of play. A safe 
and transforming home experience is given 
these fortunate children. While our LAVIM 
team was last there, plans were put in place 
to add five new brothers and sisters to the 
family, as well as expanding the use of the 
residence from two to four of the existing 
floors. 

While there, the team provided VBS, 
homework help, and faith and recreational 
work days at the children’s school. 
Volunteers were welcomed at the school 


and some members of the team even taught 
daily school classes in Math, English and 
vocational training. 

Additionally, the team worked with 
three Methodist Conference organizations 
and the Anita Milan International Academy 
to plan for future LAVIM teams to come to 
Nepal. Teams are invited to join such con¬ 
gregations as the Lubhu Methodist Church 
and others where the membership is work¬ 
ing on community projects to benefit the 
Christian, Muslim and Buddhist village 
residents. Missioners will also provide 
VBS, worship leadership and ESL. Teams 
will lodge, depending upon the project des¬ 
tination, at Grace Home or in the 
Methodist Retreat Center. 

LAVIM is seeking team leaders for 
these missions to Nepal. Leaders will need 
to complete a two-day training event at the 
Wesley Center in January to be certified to 
lead LAVIM teams. Larry Norman will 
inform and instruct those traveling to 
Nepal and the LAVIM office will arrange 
for all transportation, the work project and 
in-country needs of the team. Contact the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 for more 
information. 


LAVIM plans mission to Indonesia 



Ht'lp build 

house# 
Af]d hope 


LAVIM has announced its first mission 
to Indonesia scheduled for May 20-June 1, 
2012. The mission will primarily be vol¬ 
unteers from McNeese University and its 
Wesley Foundation. The group will work 
with Habitat for Humanity of Indonesia on 
the “Ultimate Island” of Bali. Student 
leader Rikho I Made Dewa (from 
Indonesia) will engage the team in the 
HFH Global Village program while build¬ 
ing at one of the islands two builds in 
Singaraja or Jembrana. Other island builds 
are in Badung, Bangli, Denpasar and 
Karangasem. This team is already hard at 
work preparing for the Global Village pro¬ 
gram and raising funds for both the project 
and individual mission fees. HFH is 
presently completing a goal of 240 houses, 
20 per month, in the Bali build. A number 
of water projects have been completed as 


well. The team will also participate in 
local activities with the Dewa family as 
well as visit island cultural sites. 

Less than 80% of the rural population 
of Indonesia has access to safe drinking 
water while less than 25% have or use san¬ 
itation facilities. Good housing and clean 
water projects will begin to lower these sta¬ 
tistics and render communities safer for 
both children and adults. LAVIM “hands 
on” mission teams are needed to continue 
the work with Habitat in Indonesia. 

Readers interested in serving in 
Indonesia or being trained as a team leader 
for Indonesia should contact Larry 
Norman, Director of LAVIM, at (225) 346- 
1646. Leaders must complete a two-day 
training process held in January in order to 
lead an UMVIM team or serve with HFC. 


A message from Mexico VIM 


Dear Louisiana friends. 

We thank our God for all his blessings 
during this year and we look forward to 
continuing our partnership with the 
LAVIM teams and the Louisiana 
Conference churches. As we continue to 
see a decrease on the number of teams 
coming to our area, we are seeing an 
increase on new ways of partnering in the 
mission like people or Churches calling 
us and saying, “We are praying for you. 
We want to support your ministry. We are 
collecting vitamins, money for Bibles, 
money for your gas and other things.” 

On our latest news, we praise God for 
the dedication of El Camino Methodist 
Church in Reynosa Nov. 19, where some 
of LAVIM construction teams worked on 
the new building and medical teams will 
continue to do free one-day clinics. 

McNeese College Nursing School will 
be with us Jan. 5-8 for a mission to our 
Manos Juntas clinic in Rio Bravo to sup¬ 
port our program for diabetics and high 
blood pressure patients. 

Two new construction projects are to 
be started, the new school building in 
Reynosa and a sanctuary for Pueblo de 
Dios Church (one block away from our 
dorm). 

We are also starting an After School 
program for children of 6 to 14 years old, 
using the dinning and lobby areas of our 
dorm facilities at our VIM camp; we got 
a grant from GBGM and we are looking 
for more funds as we want to offer com¬ 
puter access and a daily meal to the chil¬ 
dren; some teams will be staying at our 
Rio Bravo facilities at the Manos Juntas 
dorm. 

We are starting a new lunch program 
at La Luz del Evangelio Methodist 
Church (The light of the gospel) in 
January 2012 and a food bag ministry 
also next year to selected families. 

At our Reynosa downtown clinic, we 
are finishing the upgrade to become a 
five-bed Methodist Hospital. It has been 
difficult to find medical equipment for 
the clinic, so we are still asking for mon¬ 
etary donations toward equipment. 

M3 or MMM has been activated in 
our Conference: Mexican Methodists in 
Mission, YES! Glory to God! Your 
example of being volunteers has opened 
the eyes of many that are planning on 
participating on these mission teams. In 
Addition, I am working on a new pro¬ 
gram called Manitas Juntas (Little Hands 
Together) to teach children 8-12 years 
old to do work as mission teams. 

If you are not being called to send a 
team to Mexico at this time, there are 
other ways churches and/or individuals 
can partner with us. Contact the LAVIM 
office before you contact us: 

By partnering with General Board of 
Global Ministries to support my position 
as missionary through a Covenant 
Relationship # 3019612 for three years. 

By providing funds to Mexico VIM 
through the GBGM Advance program 
#14314A; these monies are used to sup¬ 
port the daily operations of the ministry. 


By blessing this ministry and the peo¬ 
ple of Mexico with donations like school 
supplies, tools, new t-shirts, toys, medical 
supplies, vitamins, vehicles, VBS sup¬ 
plies, reading books, coloring books, etc. 

By donating food items or money for 
food for our breakfast and lunch pro¬ 
grams. 

Again, we would like to say that the 
issue of safety in Mexico has been blown 
out of proportion by the media. Those of 
us who live here and worship, work, play 
and have sons, daughters and loved ones 
that carry on their lives as we have done 
always are surprised at the amount of 
fear a misguided report can have. This 
does not mean we can absolutely guaran¬ 
tee that no random occurrence may hap¬ 
pen, but that we do know how to mini¬ 
mize that possibility. 

The target of the violence is very spe¬ 
cific: drug dealers killing drug dealers, 
soldiers and police killing drug dealers. 
The cartels defend their shrinking territo¬ 
ries fiercely and commit atrocities to 
scare their opponents. Most of the vic¬ 
tims (90%) were drug dealers or people 
related to the drug trade, soldiers and 
policemen (6%) and the reminder (4%) 
civilians caught in the crossfire; US citi¬ 
zens account for a minimal number of 
these, and some of the US victims were 
related to the drug trade or were killed in 
areas where danger was present. Written 
by a US citizen, the link below provides 
helpful information on this subject 
Link: http://www.mexicomike.com/safe- 
ty/safety-UsStateDepartment.html 
You can also read accounts from teams 
that have visited us in 2011 in our 
Facebook page. 

http://www.facebook.com/manosjuntas 

Now, about Reynosa, Rio Bravo and 
Matamoros safety for our teams in this 
place. Manos Juntas/VIM Mexico has 
been operating continuously for more 
than 15 years in this city, mission teams 
have been coming every year to partner 
with us in construction and medical proj¬ 
ects for all this time and we have not had 
ONE incident where violence against any 
of our volunteers has been a factor. 

The sites where our teams go are 
carefully selected and monitored con¬ 
stantly. We insist on teams having one of 
our volunteers or staff with them most of 
the time and we are all communicated in 
case of need, 365 days/24 hours a day. . 

As Director of VIM in the Eastern 
Conference of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico, I want to thank you and thank 
God for your commitment to this friend¬ 
ship and partnership during these 11 
years. Thanks, LAVIM teams, for shar¬ 
ing Christ with others and your friend¬ 
ship to me and my family; 1 look forward 
to visiting your churches and giving you 
thanks personally for all you do for my 
people. 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman 

Manos Juntas/VIM Mexico Director 
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REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE HERMOSO 

bates 

—Team Leader 

January 5-8 

Katrina Ward / 
McNeese Wesley 
Foundation. 

January 19-22 

Available 

February 2-5 

Available 

February 16-19 

St. Pauls UMC 

March 1-4 

Available 

fAorc h 15-18 

Asbury UMC Bossier 

March 29-April 1 

Available 

April 5-8 

Northwood UMC 

April 12-15 

Horseshoe Drive 

UMC 

April 26-29 

Available 

May 3-6 

Available 

May 17-20 

Available 

May 31-June 3 

Available 

June 6-10 

Mary Anne 

Schindler 

June 14-17 

Lakeview UMC 
Shreveport 

June 20-24 

Dale Smith 

June 28-July 1 

Available 

July 5-8 

Available 

July 18-22 

St. Matthews UMC 

No August Dates 

September 6-9 

St. Paul's UMC 

September 20-23 

Asbury UMC Bossier 

October 4-7 

Ricky Willis 

October 18-21 

Available 

November 1-4 

Available 

November 15-18 

Available 

Nov. 29-bec. 2 

Available 

December 6-9 

Available 


INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

February 19-25 

Cambodia 

Eleuthera 

Laura Vaughan/ 

Centenary 

Construction 

June 13-26 

Kampong Saom 

Diane Reich 

Youth Mission 

October 18-November 1 

Svay Rieng 

Ken Musick 

Men's Mission 

Cuba 

October 15-25 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

Guatemala 

March 10-17 

Lemoa 

Max Zehner 

Construction 

July 23-August 4 

Magdalena 

David Howell 

Construction 

Haiti 

March 11-19 

Bercy 

Hulen Warren 

Construction 

June 1-9 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill 

Construction 

August 20-27 

La Tremblay 

Tim Smith 

Construction 

November 16-25 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis-Lugnbill 

Construction 

Honduras 

June 15-24 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC-Lafayette 

Construction 

August 5-15 

India 

Portrerillos 

Aimee Chemin/ 

Travis Rushing 

Construction/VBS 

February 23-March 9/10 

Indonesia 

Faridpur and Bareilly/ 
Warne Baby Fold 

Larry Norman 

Medica 

May 20-June 1 

Palestine 

Bali 

Rikho I Made Dewa 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

October 7-20 

Scotland 

Elias Chacour School/ 
Bethlehem Bible College 

Debbie Vest/ 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

June 14-26 

Iona Abbey/ 

Isle of Iona 

Larry Norman 

Work & Education 

Vietnam 

March 15-31 

Ho Chi Minh City 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

Zimbabwe 

September 12-27 

Harare 

Jon Lord 

Global Healthcare 

Initiative 

USA 

Arkansas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

April 9-13 

Mount Sequoyah 

TBA 

Construction 

Mississippi 

June 17-23 

Missouri 

Choctaw UM Mission/ 
Philadelphia 

Shelley Bray 

Construction/VBS 

April 11-15 

Joplin 

Cherry Stephens 

Disaster Response 

May 20-25 

Joplin 

Jason Hayes 

Disaster Response 


LAVIM Staff 

Rev. Larry Norman 
LAVIM Director 
(225) 346-1646 
LDuckN@aol com 

Brenda Coppit 
LAVIM Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
BrendaCoppit@la-umc. org 

Amanda Short 
LAVIM Financial Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
AmandaShort@/a-umc. org 


LOUISIANA VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION TO THE HOLY LAND 

October 7-20, 2012 

Highlights: 

Volunteer service work with a UMC projects and Elias Chacour School; Visit Holy Sites: 
Jerusalem Old City, Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Bethlehem and more; Worship with 
local Christian congregations; Visit UMC Advance projects and partner organizations; 
Meet representatives from the three faith communities; Participate in a spiritual and 
educational experience and meet with area UM Mission personnel 

$3000 ALL INCLUSIVE* - Approximate Cost 
Prices based on double occupancy with minimum of 10 people 

Limited to 20 volunteers total—Single Supplement: $400 

Price includes: Round Trip Airfare, Accommodations in Tourist Class Hotels and Elias 
Chacour School, Transportation in Deluxe Motor coach, English Speaking Guides, 
Entrance Fees, Most meals (three per day) are included, Honorariums for Speakers, 
Project Fees, Tips for Guide, Driver & Hotels and Administrative Fees and Accident 
Insurance 

A unique LAVIM experience combining mission service projects with visits to holy sites 
and meeting the indigenous Palestinian Christian community in the land of Jesus. 
Learn about the history, the people, and experience Middle Eastern hospitality. 

For more information contact: 

Larry D. Norman, LAVIM Director, 225.346.1646 or Lduckn@aol.com 
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Haiti, from page 1 

team leaders, background checks and refer¬ 
ences. Additional forms for youth teams 
are in section seven of the manual. 
Orientation for teams, which addresses cul¬ 
tural sensitivity, is mandatory. 

A recommended resource to prepare 
youth and adult UMVIM teams for service 
in Haiti is the book Foreign to Familiar by 
Sarah Lanier (available through 
Cokesbury). 

Tom Vencuss, Haiti UMVIM Project 
Manager, said, “While we still consider 
our work a response to a disaster, the infra¬ 
structure is much different than at the out¬ 
set of our project, and we feel comfortable 
welcoming younger people, consistent 
with the policies and guidelines. 

“Some of our sites can be very physi¬ 
cally demanding, often in extremes of heat 
and humidity. If you feel that your team 
(of any age) will not be able to handle 
these conditions, please advise us, and we 
will assign you accordingly to a less inten¬ 
sive site. 

“The physical demands of some sites 
must be taken seriously,” Vencuss contin¬ 
ued. “In some cases, teams can request to 
stay at the Guest House and work at local 
sites in Petionville if they desire a bit more 
comfort. The Haiti Response Team will try 
and honor that request, although team 
assignments cannot be guaranteed.” 

If you are interested in scheduling a 
youth, adult or intergenerational mission to 
Haiti, please call Larry Norman, Director 
of LAVIM. UMVIM Haiti requires that all 
teams have a certified and trained team 
leader with prior experience in Haiti. 
LAVIM Team Leader Training and 
Certification will take place Jan. 20-21 at 
the Louisiana Conference Center in 
Woodworth. Prior experience with other 
mission organizations in Haiti is accept¬ 
able. Most missions to Haiti are approxi¬ 
mately $1,500 per person including project 
fees and air, meals, lodging and adminis¬ 
tration. UMCOR matches project fees up 
to $3,500 per team. Call Norman at (225) 
346-1646 or LduckN@aol.com. 



Preparing new mission leaders for LAVIM service 


hm 



introduced to other formational activities 


Mission begins when you leave the 
church and enter the world. It doesn’t 
matter whether you are going across the 
street or the globe, that’s your mission. 
That is what George McLeod, founder of 
the Iona Community, preached and prac¬ 
ticed. McLeod, early 20th century 
Scottish churchman, was disturbed by the 
inability of young clergy to connect with 
everyday people. To rectify this discon¬ 
nect, McLeod brought clergy and laborers 
together to work in the mission field, and 
he began with the reconstruction project 
of the Iona Abbey on the Isle of Iona; a 
project where skilled craftsmen could 
teach clergy a new skill and clergy could 
teach craftsmen about God and help them 
find their faith. Together, they would go 
into the slums of Scotland and the world 
to share their gifts with the poor. Today 
the Iona Community operates the Abbey, 
McLeod Center and Camas as a means of 
continuing that education of people today 
specifically in the mission areas of peace 
and justice and their own calling in the 
Christian faith. 

In 2012, the Iona Community will 
offer a unique opportunity for young 


adults during University Week. 

The purpose of this week is to 
bring college and university stu¬ 
dents from all over the globe to 
learn about and continue the mis¬ 
sion of peace and justice. The 
Louisiana Annual Conference and 
LAVIM has secured 10 spaces for 
young adults to participate in this 
event. 

Participants will engage in a 
leadership development program 
that will begin prior to departing, 
in gatherings of the team and an 
overnight retreat. They will engage in a 
mission project while in Glasgow 
arranged by Holy City, a branch of the 
Iona Community. While on the Isle of 
Iona, the young adults will not only par¬ 
ticipate in the events scheduled by the 
Iona staff, they will continue to work on 
their leadership program within the 
LAVIM team. The group will visit 
Edinburgh for cultural and historical 
activities prior to heading back to the 
U.S. Once home, the participants will 
complete their leadership training through 
a follow up gathering and each will be 


available for them through the 
Conference. 

This leadership event is available for 
10 college or university students aged 18 
- 24. An application process must be 
completed for consideration. The cost 
will be approximately $3000, and will 
include all travel (airfare, train, bus and 
ferry) and lodging including the stay at 
the Abbey, insurance, admissions, pre¬ 
mission retreat. The group departs from 
New Orleans on June 13, 2012 and 
returns June 24. For information contact 
Rev. Larry Norman, Director of LAVIM, 
(225) 346-1646 or lduckn@aol.com. 


This Holiday Season ... 

Give Yourself a Gift! 



A charitable gift annuity can benefit Volunteers 
in Mission and provide income and tax savings 
for you at the same time! 

Transferring your cash or property in exchange 
for a charitable gift annuity provides you: 

• a fixed income for life 

• an immediate income tax deduction 

• a partially tax-free income 

And provides support for VIM 
after your lifetime! 


Gift Annuity rates will decrease 
on January 1,2012 by .5% to .8%! 
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Age 

Payout Rate 

Annual Income* 

60 

4. 8% 

$480 

65 

5. 3% 

$530 

70 

5. 8% 

$580 

75 

6. 5% 

$650 

80 

7. 5% 

$750 

85 

8. 4% 

$840 

90+ 

9. 8% 

$980 
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Contact us for a free, personal illustration! 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 




























